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ing of an extra few shillings per week or the, re-

duction of one, two or even many hours of labour?

If it is, then the workers' industrial movement
need but hand itself over to the tender mercies of
the Alliance of Employers and Employed. The
employing class will of itself concede these things,
knowing well that "contented" workers, tolerably
well cared for, will do more work and will be quite
"safe." Our purpose must be clear and definite,
and be the guiding inspiration of all our activities.
It must be nothing less than the full and complete

determination by ourselves of the conditions un-

der which we live and work, and the full con-

trol by ourselves of the wealth we produce. The
accomplishment of this purpose cannot be the
work of benevolent, philosophical professors en-

gaged in analysing society, or of social quacks
with distorted vision. All progress comes from
below. The working class has been brought into
being as a class, and has become recognisable as a
separate social entity by the development of the
productive forces. Capitalism has produced it, and
will be destroyed by it. No compacts with the
employing class can serve the purpose of Labour.
No class truces can be entered into, because even
when declared for a period, as during the war
years, they have not and could not be observed
by the capitalist class, notwithstanding that the
workers were prepared to keep their side of the
contract.

The spirit that led the South Wales miners,
the workers on the Clyde, ana later on the en-

gineers, to challenge capitalist law and order in
the shape of the Munitions and Defence of the
Realm Acts, is the spirit that will cany the work-

ers througli to their final goal. This spirit should
not, however, be wasted in struggles for trifling
gains. It must be conserved and even disciplined
in order that when called upon to be used it may
be found ready and prepared. All forms of work-
ing class activity need to be coordinted. We have
seen how the State capitalism in its most highly
developed form has taken part in industrial re-

gulation and control, and because of this the
struggles of the future will bring the workers in-

to conflict with capitalism at its very nerve centre
the State. The programme laid down by the

President of the Trade Union Congress at Black-
pool for the closer linking up of the industrial, po-

litical and phases of the movement
is more comprehensive than any proposals yet
taken up by organised Labour. But behind it there
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must be the driving force of Labour in revolt
against modem conditions, and Labor determined
to work out its own salvation.

The Cross Roads.

Trade Unionism has reached the cross roads.

It has to choose between a losing policy of defence
and a policy of purposeful and determined at-

tack. It has to choose between alliance with Capi-

tal for the maintenance of capitalist supremacy
and a condition of things in which Labor will

allways play second fiddle in the oligarchs' or-

chestra; and the asserting of its position in the
struggle for freedom as an integral part of the ar-

mory of a fighting working class. United, Labor
conquers all; divided it remains the tools of its
exploiters. United, resolute, determined and re-

fusing to be side-track- ed by specious promises or
arrangements, the working class nationally and
internationally can consolidate its forces, close its
ranks, and prepare, first for the clearing the
ground of the encumbrances of autocracy and des-potis- m,

industrial and political; and secondly, f(w
the building of the new society by the labor of its
own hands. Those who do the work of the world
have the first claim to full and free opportunities i
for self development, for education, for leisure, i
and for the enjoyment of all the good things of '

the earth, which without their labour could not
be produced, but which, lecause they have so 'far
not had the will to prevent it, have been filched
from them by a class whose usefulness in society
has long passed away A glorious future is our
heritage; it awaits us and it calls us on. Our
own class interests demand that we shall obey the
call and march shoulder to shoulder, skilled and
unskilled, men and women, all banded together
for one common purpose the winning of true
freedom.

ROBERT MINOR

Will fill a series of speaking dates in
( )hio beginning Oct. 17th to 30th inclusive.
lb will speak under the direction of the
National Defense Coranritte.

Arrange a Robert Minor Meeting.

We will help you do it. Address The Toiler
for particulars.


