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Trade Unionism and Cooperatives
By Albert Verblin.

An interesting development in the Labor
Movement at the present time is the interest in

cooperatives which the official trade unions are
showing. At the recent conventions Of several
different unions, the cooperative movement was
endorsed and resolutions for the participation of
the unions in the movement were adopted. Thus
we have large unions like the Railroad Brother-

hoods, the Amalgamated Clothing Workers, the
United Mine Workes and others establishing co-

operative banks, factories and stores, and it is
safe to predict that in the near future many
other A. F. of L. and independent unions will
follow suit.

Why this sudden trend toward the cooperat-

ive movement? Why is it that the trade unions
are entering with such enthusiasm into the bank-

ing and retail selling business ? One must seek for
the cause in the nature of Trade Unionism and
in the present economic condition of the working
class.

Trade Unionism in this country is not based
on the class struggle. It takes for granted and
willingly accepts the capitalist system and tries
to improve the condition of the working class
within that system.

By failing to accept the fact of the class
struggle, Trade Unionism has entered a blind al-

ley. It can go so far and no further and at the
present time it has about reached its dead wall.

During the war, when the capitalist class
needed the support of the working class, the
trade unions made considerable gains for their
members. The eight-ho- ur day become quite ge-

neral and the workers made enough money to
get along with. But now, when the capitalist
class no longer need the workers to fight a war
conditions are different. Wages are cut right and
left, the open shop movement is in full swing
and above all the specter of unemployment is
darkening the lives of the toilers.

Under these conditions, like a drowning man
clutching at a straw, the trade unions have seiz-

ed upon the cooperatives. To demand higher
wages is out of the question. First because the
bosses will absolutely not listen to such a de-

mand at the present time and second because
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higher wages are anyway swallowed up by
higher prices. But the trade unions must do
something for their members else there will be
a revolt of the workers against those unions and
so they have turned to the cooperatives as a
last resert.

But will the cooperatives be of any material
help to the workers? Even granting that the
unions could buy food stuffs and sell cheaper to
the membership and granting that they could
establish banks where the members could bor-

row money at a cheaper rate of interest, would
that solve the problem of the workers? Would
unemployment disappear because of the cooper-

atives? And granting that the union man could
save fifty or even a hundred dollars a year
through the union cooperatives, how much would
that help him? And what will the unskilled non-

union worker do?

The Cooperative Movement has been long
established in England, Belgium, Italy and Ger-

many. Are the workers of those countries better
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