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The All Russian Metal Workers' Union
By Alexander Gurevitch

secretary of the Central Committee of the All Russian Metal Workers' Union.

The Metal Workers' Union at the present mo-

ment is a national organization which embraces
all those engaged in the metal and metal working
industry. All workers, engaged in obtaining metal
from the mines and working this metal in any
form from smelting to the making of machines
and metal implements, are included in our Union.

Besides this it includes all occupations in a metal-

lurgical or metal working undertaking irrespective
of category or trade. Thus, our members include

skilled and unskilled workers, the office staff,
technicians and engineers, workers serving the
different crafts as the wood mould makers for
instance, engaged in the metal works, are all in-

cluded in our union.

This principle of industrial organization was

accepted by the union already in 1917 and to a
considerable degree defined our strength in the
revolutionary class straggle. At the present mo-

ment it is an essential condition of the work of
the union in organizing the metal industry on

socialist foundations.

Structure Of The Union.

The scheme of organization of the metal work-

ers' union is based. on the following: the primary
organization is the factory committee. This is
elected every six months at a general meeting of
workers and employees generally consisting of
from 5 to 11 members. The main task of the
Committee consists in carrying out all the trade
union regulations in the factory; it deals with the
protection of labor, trade union agitation and

propaganda, supplying the workers with necessary
provisions, clothes as well as articles of general
consumption and maintains the fundamental basis
of trade union and industrial discipline among
the members of the union. The Conference of
Factory Committees of a given industrial area,
usually, a territorial area a little less than a gov-

ernment (goubemia), represents the higher
directing organ within that area. This conference
elects the regional committee which manages
these regional branches of the All-Russi- an Union
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Usually these committees are in the industrial
centres of these regions. As a subsidiary organ it
may have its agents in the varioius towns em-

braced by it but these are not obligatory; these
agents are usually elected at local meetings of
the members and carry out the intsructions of the
higher organ.

The congress of the union is held once a year;
the representatives at this conference are elected
at regional conferences on the basis of strict pro-

portion of one delegate to every 2,000 members.
The Conference elects the. central committee of
the union. The regulations of the Congress, and in

the intervals between congresses, the regulations
of the Central Committee are obligatory upon all

the organs of the union and upon all the members.
The union also allows the organization of sec-

tions for those categories of labor the working
conditions of which are to same extent peculiar
or to those who have comparatively recently en-

tered into the organization. These sections are
organized in the form of elected subsidiary
organs attached to the general trade union but
they have not the right to carry out any independ-
ent resolutions without the sanction of the union
neither can they have separate funds. In the
whole national union there is only one engineers'
section; in some local organizations there are
sections of workers working in gold, silver and
platinum, or there are also sections of workers
working in electrical undertakings. There are no
other sections at the present moment. The metal
workers' union is in this manner one complete
organization strongly welded by the common in-

terests of the metal working industry.
This structure of the metal workers' union was

laid down in the process of prolonged organiza-

tion work and found its expression in the rules
of the union organs accepted at the second Con-

gress of the Union.

The Union and the Communist Party.

As in the years of czarism so in the months of
Kerensky and during the" past years of the Soviet
Government the Metal Workers' Union invariably


