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AMNESTY.
Standing out like shaft of light in murky atmosphere is

statement issued by the One Big Union of Lawrence, Massa-
chusetts on the question of amnesty for American political prison-
ers. One's faith in the value of popular petition and such like ex-

pression of "public" sentiment to move the powers that be in any
humanitarian matter must indeed be large and naive one to
adopt such means; but when such measures are adopted to empty
America's political of Labors' most devoted champions. in;never e'mto
view their past records as antagonists of Capital and Capital's
government, then, indeed, does the action become the expression
of silly and misplaced hope.

The statement is virile with clean-c- ut class-consciousn- and
vibrant in its challenge of the soft and useless methods practiced
by the less clear minded among the proponents of amnesty. The
statement follows :

"To President Harding, Attorney-Gener- al Daugherty, the Congress of
the United States and to the Organized Labor movement, the So-

cialists, the defenders of civil liberties and all who still have faith
in the free institutions of the country.

"We workers of Lawrence, Mass.. called together by the One Big Union
to! jppeal for amnesty for political prjsoners have considered the condition
of the country and concluded that justice is a joke in the United' States and
the vaunted freedom of this land a myth.

"We arc tired of pleading for pardons for the champions of Labor. We
have no longer any faith in your constitutions and laws anu courts and the
arguments of learned counsel.

"At the very moment when Labor in America is pleading for amnesty
a venal Supreme Court grinds its iron heel contemptuously into the face
pf Labor with its decision that sends scores of members of the I. W. W.
to the living death of their prisons.

"We think it is useless to ask for amnesty and we think Labor can no
longer afford to call for justice from the corrupt courts and council of
"frjlflPMffliiin

we call upon Labor in America to recognize that we have
a condition of oppression in this country such as Russia suffered under the
Czar and Labor must prepare to act accordingly.

"Let us abandon these everlasting appeals and prepare at once to re-

lease the class-wa- r prisoners in this country by direct action."
(Signed) BEN LEGERE

j EMIL LEMAIRE
ANTONIO POLITELLA.

WASH. STATE COURT UPHOLDS WORK

OF LUMBER BARONS' FIENDS.

STATE SUPREME COURT DENIES RETRIAL OF

CONVICTED I W. W. MEMBERS.

The conviction of seven members
of tho I. W. W. for murder in the
second degree in connection witli
the Centralia, Wash. Armistice Day
deaths was upheld by the State Su-

preme Court at Olympia on April
11 A new trial was denied.

Shortly before the decision was
rendered The Toiler received a let-

ter from one of the convicted, Britt
Smith, in which he gives an account
of the history of the case. We arc
publishing this letter herewith be-

lieving thl facts stated in it are
well worth the attention of our
readers as showing the beastly fiend-ishne-

of these responsible for the
raid on the I. W. W. headquarters,
the conviction of innocent workers
and the character of the Courts of
the master class. The letter fol

lows:
Montesano Jail.

Editor The Toiler:
I am one of the seven victims of

the Centralia mob when the Amer-

ican Legion raided tho Industrial
Workers' Hall in 1918. Our hall was
all smashed to hell; what furnish-

ings were not stolon for their own

use wore burnt. Ropes were placed

nbout tho necks of some of the fellow-

-workers and they were landed
in jail.

A few weeks before our hall was
raided the Commercial Club and the
Klk.s Club held a meeting to find ways
.ind means to drive us out of town.
In the camps and mills the fcllow-worko-

know whBt th. lumber ba-

rons were planning. I went to the
Muyor and demnndod protection for
the hall but It was not granted.
Everybody in that purt of the coun-

try knew what ti v were planning
to do to us.

On the day of tlft parade when

fa American Legion celebrated the
killing of millions of human beings,
they rjshed our hall on their return,
Mi" the hull i two blocks from the
line of march. Wo stood our ground.
Of course we could have run, but
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we didn't. They smashed up the hall
in great shape.

Four of the Legionaries were kil-

led. They beat one of our defenders
almost to death, knocked out all his
teeth, beat him with guns and clubs
and then threw him in jail in front
of us. He was bleeding at the nose,
mouth and cars. They would not
give him a drink of water but only
blows and kicks.

About 7:30 that night the mob
broke down the jail door and drag-
ged Wesley Everest out. His last
words to us were, "I'll be true to my
class." He was an of the
World War. They took him in an
auto to a railroad bridge. On tho
way one of tho fiends took a razor
and castrated him while he was alive.
They hanged him on the bridge over
the river and shot him full of holes.
The following night he was brought
to the jail and shown to us in order
to make us believe the same fate
awaited us.

We slept on the cement floors
without blankets for a week. Our
lives were constantly threatened. The
troatment drove one fellow-work-

insane and he was declared so at
the time of the trial. We had a mock
trial and were convicted by the lum-

ber baroni who were at the bottom
of the whole conspiracy. But no mat-
ter how the uppeal of our case goes,
we will stand true to our convictions
which is the abolition of this cut-

throat system and that will come
before long. Wc were given from
25 to 40 years each for defending
our property and opposing the lum-

ber barons.
Yours for Indujtriul Freedom
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By JAMES SMITH.

The Second International, the 2

International, the 294 International
and bo on ad infinitum. ThiB is the
evolution that many of the
"lofts" in the Socialist Party of
America are going through at the
present time.

A little mathematics will explain
the matter. Assume that a tank of
water is to be emptied and one under
takes the task in the following
fashion. First one empties half of
the contents, then half of the re-

maining half, and continually half
of the remainder. It is clear that,
in this manner, the task will never
be completed. With each successive
operation, one gets nearer to the
bottom, but the VERY bottom is
never reached, for there always re-

mains that fatal half which it is

impossible to remove.
In mathematics, this process is

called infinitely approaching a limit,
but never reaching it. The "left" So-

cialists make the Third International
their goal; they approach it, but will

prisons it!

ot

"Therefore

The Chicago and New York "lefts"
like Engdahl, Glnssberg etc., were
formerly for the Third International
not so much because they approve of
it, but because they support the Rus-

sian Revolution. Now they declare
for the Third, accept all the Theses,
Statutes and 21 points of admission,
with the object f cooperating and
boring from within the Socialist
Party.

Having organized a left wing in
the Socialist Party, they intend
either to carry out their policies at
the coming convention of the So
cialist Party, or to split away from
the Socialist Party all who adhere
to the Third International. These
gentlemen, therefore, have infinitely
approached the Third International ;

they have recognized the Third In-

ternational in the abstract they
profess to believe, accept everything
that adherence to the Communist In-

ternational implies.

But we arc dealing here with a
very concrete Third International,
which demands' '(ftrfte'" definitely and
concretely that, in a country like the
United States, where a Communist
Party cannot openly advocate and
work for the overthrow of the
capitalist government and carry on

revolutionary propaganda in the
army, b Communist party should
function as an underground organi-

zation. Furthermore, there must be

but one section of the Communist
International in each country, and
that section nnist be known by the
name of the Communist Party.

To attain this goal finnaly and
completely, is something that the
"lefts" cannot do. It is the necessity
of underground work which prevents
them from taking the determined
step to join the Communist Interna
tional.

A few questisns to these half-bake- d

Communists and revolutionary
Socialists may be apropos.

Walter Cook was State Secretary
of the Socialist Party of the State
rf New York in 191!): At the time
of the split, in the name of which
International did you recognize Inrge
organizations as locals Kings, Bronx.
Rochester. Buffalo, by expelling the
majority for their adherence to the
Left Wing, of which yours is but
a poor imitation?

Engdnhl, Official Editor of the
Socialist Party: In the name of which
International did you help the So-

cialist Party as one of their spokes-
men to expel 80,000 revolutionary
members of the Socialist Party, ad-

herents of the Communist Inter
national, with which you arc now
flirting?

Why was it wrong to organi.c I
Left Wing in 1919 and why is it
right now? Why did you stick to the
yellow Socialist Party at the cost of

?), while 80,000 cast off
(he party as worn out? Has the S.
P., since then, become more conser-
vative, so that even you cannot re
main in it any more, or hns the

wave risen in America?
E.igdahl, Glnssberg, Cook and Co.:

Whnt did you do to Bon Gitlow, Jim
Larkin, John Rood, Charles ('. Ruth-enber- g,

and I. E. Ferguson? You
expelled them, you ridiculed them
and their revolutionary "romanti-
cism," as you chose to call it. They
went to jail for their ideals for
Communism, while you remained at
liberty, onjoying your beloved legal-

ity, being practical, sober, skeptical
about any revolutionary outburst!
Now you follow in their footsteps.
You are organizing a loft wing, you
accept their program. Rut one thing
you lack: that very revolutionary
iiimunUcism which you ridiculed in
thorn. You lack their nirit. thulrjn ' w --

determination their revqlutionary
manhood.

"
'If
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In 1919, when th ' revolutionary
wave was at its h ght, when the
wave of Communis swept over
Hungary and portio s of Germany
and when the W rld Revolution
seemed about to embrace the whole
world; when, however, it was not
certain whether the Russian Revo-

lution would survive; and when,
again the reaction in America was
at its height then you did not be-

lieve that the Russian Revolution
had come to stay. Out of pure phy-

sical fear, you did no associate with
the Revolution. No v that revolu-
tionary Moscow has become a pre-

dominating power n t only anions
working class organisations all over
the world, but also ir world politics;
now that the reaction, the white
terror, has subsided somewhat in
America now you are) trying to draw
strength from proximity to the Third
International, withojit particularly
compromising yourselves in this
country!

Only academicians) who exult in
revolutionary scholastics behind closed
doors, only empty soiled politicians,
who contemplate no political action,
but rejoice in the possession of re-

volutionary phrases and gestures
only centrists who dare much in
words but completely fail in action,
will be cajoled into joining your
ranks. The petty bourgeoisie will
rally round the banner of the So-

cialist Party, after your expulsion,
clearly and definitely opposed to the
class struggle and for bourgeois de-

mocracy after the style of the
combine. The

revolutionary workers of America
gather in their masses into the party
which is outspokenly for, by and with
the Third International.

MEXICO?
By GEO. N. FALCONER.

To these contemplating a trip to
Mexico in the belief ,uuL conditions
here are sublime, as pictured by
Paul Hanna of the Federated Press
staff, and leaders of the A. F. of
L. who were recently in Mexico
City, having a good time, the fol
lowing there items are submitted for
your consideration. The first is from
"The Mexican Review," a high class
capitalist journal. Sometimes such a
paper tells the truth ; this is one
instance:

dvice to Those Contemplating Vis

iting Mexico.
The American Chamber of Com

merce of Mexico Cty gives some
pertinent advice to those who are
contemplating for any reason seek-

ing employment in Mexico:

Mexico is not a poor man's coun-

try.
Laboring men cannot compete with

the day laborer in Mexico.

Professional men, without a know-

ledge of Spanish and money, take a

long chance in coming here.
There is an over supply, of .schoo-

lteachers, stenographers, bank clerks
and such.

Please ladvise people to this effect
nrd save many heart aches.

The second item is from the "El
Paso Herald".

I" ."i20 Are Out of Work Follow inc.

Strike Tieup.
Mexico City. Mex., April 11. (By-Radi-

Dev. Co.) Fgures on unem-

ployment in industry as a result of

the national railroad strike, filed
with the ministry of industry, show
1!J,520 workers have been thrown out
of work in factories and similar es-

tablishments.
In the coal mining region, 400 car-

loads of coal are mined and ready at
the mines for shipment, but cannot
be moved, according to information
received by the ministry. This has

resulted in a blockade at the mines
an da stoppage of work.

MEXICO SENDS HELP
TO 1,500 REPATRIATES
Mexico City. Mex., April 11. (By

Radio Dev. Co.) It is announced
the ministry of foreign affairs has
received a message utating l,.r00

Mexican miners have arrived in Jua-
rez, having been obliged to leave
Arizona, Texas and New Mexico be-

cause it wa considered their prcsonce
wae prejudicial to the interests of

American workmen.
The repatriated Mexicans arrived

in wretched condition, with nothing
to live on.

The truth about Mexico will be

told some day especially when all
magazines and pnpen radical, la-

bor and socinliat included will de-

mand ugly truths in preference to
beautiful lies.

Mini iHllBlilfl

REPORTS OF THE RUSSIAN RECONSTRUCTION FRONT.

"Machowik" reports that a group
of 613 workers who have returned
from America have issued a mani-
festo to the Russian workers and
peasants in which they express their
wonder over the heroic achievements
of the Russian proletariat, and after
an account of their sufferings in
America and their efforts to return
to their homeland, they affirm their
readiness to enter the ranks of the
Russian workers and peasants to
fight and work for the development
of Communism.

The peasants of the village of
Kaspliana (Province of Smolensk)
have decided to convert their church
into a peoples' club and theatre.

"Pravda" reports from Baku that
a floating agricultural information
bureau has been built which operates
along the River Kura and serves the
needs of the villages and settlements
along the river.

Direct railway communication be-

tween Baku and Tiflis has been

Since the ratification of the Rus-

sian Lettish postal convention, the
first mail from Soviet Russia arrived
in Riga on March 20th.

A fleet of floating workshops is

operating on the Don and repairing
the implements of the farmers in

the districts alon the river.

The government of the Republic
of the Far East has made the pro-

posal to the United States to con-

clude a commercial treaty. The Re-

public wishes to conclude such a

treaty wi'h England nlfl).

The progressive Chinese press

finds that the time has arrived to

enter into commercial relations with

Soviet Russia. In Shanghai a large

amount of exportable goods are

stored. The press calls upon the

Chinese government not to be led by

political considerations but to re-

sume the business relations at once

which are so imperatively demanded.

In the last few days 160 wagons

of flax and hemp have arrived at

Riga from Soviet Russia.

In Odessa the students of the Eco

nomic department of the High School

have been mobilised for work in

connection wih the trade with the

Balkan countries.

The Commissars During imperialist

voted a gold mi

for the purchase of important la-

boratory equipment. Professor Eich-wal- d

will leave for Berlin in the

next few days in order to be present

at the purchase negotiations in the

role of specialist.

"Gudok" reports that a represen-

tative of the Afghan government has

arrived in Tashkent in order to take

up trade with Soviet Russia. The

merchants have supplied a

large list of products which are

available for export to Soviet Rus- -

sm.

The peasants of the district of

Bnchmut have put their fields to-

gether as a result which the

work is being done much move

quickly and better.

The Week of the Red Farmer be-

gan on April 1st during which time

many factories worked exclusively

for the needs of the peasant.

The committee of universal labor

. vice in the Province of Iwanowo-W- .

uesensk has mobilised 70 tin

workers, 200 smiths, and 100 car-punte- rs

for work in the factories

for the repair of agricultural im-

plement.

The engineer Nechlidanov has in-

vented a machine for the unloading

of salt, coal and similar materials

which is capable of doing the work

of 120 men when operated by one

person. A number have already been

manufactured and delivered to mines

nnd factories. The inventor and his

have received special re-

wards from tho Council for Mining.

L uroup of 70 skilled workers

from Germany arrived at Petrograd
March 24th. Further groups arc

awaited shortly.

Succesful trials have been made h
Baku for the production of sugar
from Special refineries are

being set up for this work.

In Baku, of the 96 naphtha ships
45 are already repaired. The work on
the remainder will be completed by
the middle of April. During one trip
these ships can transport 3 million
poods

In Bobruisk a trial took place of
33 illiterates who in spite of several
orders had not attended the school
for illiterates. They were sentenced
to three months imprisonment, but
sentence to be suspended if they at
once reported for instruction in the
schools.

In Odessa at tho present moment
there are 80 river steamers under-
going repairs.

In Odessa on March 26th the clos-

ing exercises of the naval college
took place. The young sailors pas-

sed a resolution in which they said
that they would put their whole
strength at the service of the Red
Fleet in order to perserve the gains
of the revolution.

In the shipyards at Rostov on the
Don work is going on feverishly.
Six passenger ships and 20 towing
tugs are undergoing repairs.

In the District of Samara 452
river ships are in course of construc-
tion.

According to a statement of the
Statistical Department of the Com-

missariat for Foreign Trade the
amount of flax and hemp available
for export is a follows. 26,000 tons
of flax which is 10 per cent of the
pre-wa- r export and 10,000 tons of

hemp which is 20 per cent of the
pre-w- ar figure. This is a very small
quantity in comparison with the re- -

quirements

French Socialist-Communi- st Youth's Mani-

festo Military Service.

other day Rene Viviani, spe
cial envoy to the U. S., said: "The
children of France pay the debts
contracted by their fathers in the
World War." But the "children of
France" are preparing to do some-

thing else beside pays debts.
manifesto was issued by

the Socialist-Communi- st Youth and
appeared in the L'Humanite:

capitalist regime which is bas-

ed on force and oppression needs an
army as the main prop for prolong-

ing its existence.
Council of hasj the present
sum of 5 million rubles period of capitalism, bourgeois

Afghan

of

maize.

litarism has developed into a power-
ful and aggressive machine. Un-

fortunately, the French workers have
not only undervalued their own or
ganizations, but have still un-

derestimated the real cause and
meaning of militarism.

In their against
they arc too often satisfied

with merely demanding a reduction
in the length of militnry service, as
was lately done by the former

Socialist Party, or the es-

tablishment of a militia which can
not be other than capitalistic, or
the Utopian scheme of general and
simultaneous disarmament.

This lost demand is the principle
slogan of the National Federation
of Young Socialists of tho
who flirt with radicals,
and philanthropic s.

Under the present system, to dream
of the abolition of armies, and bind-

ing arbitration by the League of
Nations! How foolish!

The Young Socialist-Communis- ts

reject these errors. They dedicate
themselves to the task of fighting
the old institutions, which they are
seeking to destroy completely, and
of urging upon the proletariat the
necessitiy of arming themselves for
the defense of their revolutionary
conquests.

Revolutionary has always
carried on this battle. Their

action is not of recent
date. The International Congresses
of in 1907, of Copenhagen
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Russia will export it to those coun-
tries where she is able to exchange
it for the machinery which is neces-
sary for the economic reconstruction
of Russia. The amount which will
be available for the following year
will naturally be much greater.

Kremslevsky, the delegate of the
Black Sea Sailors at the Congress
of Transport workers stated that the
harbour authorities of Odessa have
taken all necessary measures for tho
speedy repair of a number of ships,
and that the traffic would be fairly
heavy at the reopening of naviga-
tion. As a result of the agreement
with England, the raising of the
blockade, and the setting up of the
Soviet power in the Caucasus, free
traffic on all routes of the Black
Sea could now be resumed.

All shipyards in Petrograd and
Kronstadt are busy on the prepara-
tions for the opening of navigation.

According to the statistics of the
Esthonian Ministry of Commerce the
following goods have passed over
Esthland to Soviet Russia: The fig-

ures are given in poods. Salt 51,192,
Various food 417,171, Leather and
leather goods 85,363, Wood 281,
Wooden ware 188, Paper and printed

29,587, Textiles, clothing and
footwear 125,125, Iron and steel, raw
or partly worked 23,504, Steel wares
and hand tools 96,837, Various iron-
ware 70,317, Zinc and copper wares
110,655, Agricultural machinery and
implements 435,781, Instruments, ap-

paratus and measures 7,120, Stone
ware including grindstones 22,345,
Coal 69,670, Mineral oil and fat 5,

Rubber wares 3,428, Various oils
523, Chemicals 120,589, Various

of Em-op- e and naturally wares 45,405

on
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Stuttgart

matter

in 1910, of Berne in 1915, have pro-

claimed the absolute necessity of
such action.

In flaying bourgeois militarism in
all its forms and the system by which
it is produced, the Socialist Com-

munist Youth also denounces the
colonial adventures of the capitalist
class and thejr marauding expedi-
tions abroad.

They point out to the workers anJ
to the young that standing and tem-

porary armies, no matter what the
manner of their recruiting, can,
under a capitalist regime, guarantee
only the defense and preservation
of private property. These armies re-

sult only in bolstering up capital and
in oppressing the working class.

Above all, the Y. S. C, in their
st campaign denounces

the delusion of the possibility of a
peaceful development of socialism,
and affirm their revolutionary, Com-

munist sentiments. They declare that
the army which they are combating
today as the instrument of capitalist
domination is, in their opinion, not
only necessary but indispensiblc to
assure and maintain the Proletarian
Dictatorship and State. Accordingly,
they are preparing the young work-
ers for the idea of arming them-
selves in the near future, and for
the transformation of the bourgeois
army into a proletarian Red Army.

For these reasons, also, the Y. S.
C. strictly refrain from making ap-

peals for desertion or insubordination
and from favoring the spread of
such ideas by an attitude or tactic
that might be misunderstood.

Standing on the ground of thu
struggle against militarism, they are
energetically fighting all principles
and suggestions which arc not in
harmony with those of the Com-

munist theses.
Translated by Rosa Spnnier.
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