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THE PROCE
(12th Installment.)

EVENING SITTING OF AUGUST 5.

(Petrograd Pravda, Aug. 7, 1920.)

Organization of Soviets.

Comrade Zinoviev is given the floor, to

report on the organization of Soviets.

The fundamental principles of the Com-

munist Party on the question of Soviets rais-

ed no doubts or disagreements in our midst.

From private conversations with comrades,

and from the exchange of opinions in the

committee, Comrade Zinoviev has come to

the conclusion that all are unanimous in re-

cognizing the need of Soviets. Further the

Soviet idea has become so .popular among

the working masses and among toilers, that

Comrade Zinoviev considers it superfluous

to spend any time on this matter. The ques-

tion simply is, when and why should Soviets

be organized?
In analyzing the attitude toward the Soviet

idea, Comrade Zinoviev notes that in Italy

for example Soviets have already been or-

ganized, but that there the attitude toward

them is not exactly what it should be. Com-

rade Zinoviev warns against m trifling at-

titude toward the Soviet idea. He says that

this idea must be popularized always and

everywhere, but that until all the premises

f.,r r.ht organization of Soviets are realized,

until the masses see clearly the need of So-

viets and are organized to support them, and

until the broad masses of toilers understand

clearly the aim and significance of the S-

ovietsuntil then the Soviet id3a should net

be compromised.
"However, it does not follow that we should

wait until the learned ones have worked out

an ideal system of Soviet power. The Russian

Communist Party in opposition to !he Ger-

man, strove to realize Soviets before the

exact and scientific system for the Soviet

authority had been worked out, but neverthe-

less it must be noted that we have had the

Soviets, that they represent a kind of sys-

tem, while our German comrades to date

have only a system.

"It is not of course a question of the best

tystem for Soviet authority, but a question

of strict observance of the main principles,

and of organization. From this point of view

it is very important that Soviets should

strive from the very first days of their ce

to be organizations of a governmental

character. It is on this point that we differ

radically from Mensheviks, and the Indepen-

dents headed by Kautsky. These constantly

insist that Soviets should be a class organi-

zation, and that they should not assume gov-

ernmental functions."

Comrade Zinoviev insists most definitely

that Soviets represent the realization of the

dictatorship of the proletariat, and that the

victorious proletariat must of course first
of all strive to retain in its hands the ap-

paratus of governmental compulsion and

unity. Soviets must be organized exclusively

for the purpose of opposing a governmental

apparatus of power of the proletariat that is

striving for dictatorship, to the govern-

mental power of the bourgeoisie. Soviets

should function exclusively in this field, the
field of constant and concentrated struggle

against the bourgeois States and for govern-

mental power.

"From the above it may be concluded that
Soviets should not be demanded of anyone,

and that they can be organized only when alj

the premises for the organization of Soviets

are at hand. It goes without saying that then

Soviets will occupy themselves with the work
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of principles. This means that we

outlaw ourselves and would have to
crawl into the conspiracy ratholes
which the Communists now occupy."

These utterances by an organiza
tion professing to be revolutionary

must be very agreeable to the car oi
the bourgeoisie.

No wonder the renegade leaders of

the W. I. I. U. were immune from
ferocious attacks and persecution by

Palmer and his agents while thou-

sands of Communists and I. W. W.

have been and are ruthlessly per-

secuted and incarcerated in prison

Such a flunkcyism surpasses Com

perism; and the Bergers, Steadmans,

and Hillquits are pikers compared to

the social patriots and respectable

law abiding citizens of the W. I

I. U.

"It Is the eisence of democracy'

goes on the report, "that the minori

ty bow to and submit to the deci

ions of the majority. Such discipline

cannot be called a 'dictatorship.' Ab

mhm Lincoln spoke for the peoplo

in no uncertain terms and was up-

held in his suppression of the pro

alnverv rebels. When Woodrow Wil
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which history has assigned to them as their

particular task."
When Comrade Zinoviev concludes his re-

port it appears that none of the delegates

wish to oppose him in this question. His

theses are put to a vote without debate and

are adopted unanimously. None abstain from

voting.
Trade-Union- s and Factory Committees.

The floor is given to Comrade Radek to

report on the work of the committee apr

pointed to discuss the theses on trade-union- s

and factory committees. Comrade Radek out-

lined the differences of opinion between the

majority of the committee and the American

comrades, and quotes from some official

organ of the United Communist Party of

America on the question of the attitude of

the party conference toward the Federation

of Labor. "Thus," says Comrade Radek, "the

differences of opinion are not accidental but

are the reflection of the view of the party

they represent, which party definitely stands

for the policy of leaving the Federation of

Labor and organizing new councils. We there-

fore, should not only establish the definite

position of the Communist International with

respect to trade-union- s, but also we should

emphasize a specific supplementary amend-

ment, that the revolutionary proletariat con-

siders the position of our American com-

rades absolutely incorrect.
"TVio tins itinn nf Comrade Bombacci is

lilV
even more incorrect. He is personally an

active worker in the trade-unio- n movement

and, nevertheless, does not believe at all in

the possibility of the revolutionary work of
trade-union- s, and even proposes not to form

new trade-union- s. We should declare once

for all that we are always with the working

masses, and we should end once for all a

tendency toward sectarianism, toward the
organization of sects."

With respect to industrial councils Com-

rade Radek believes it is necessary to follow

different tactics : 'We should break away sep-

arate groups of workmen who are represen-

ted in the trade-unio- ns from Legien, from
Socialists-Traitor- s, without opposing in it-

self the form of trade-union- s, striving to

The Moscow Izvestia of August 7, 1920, gives

the following additional item relating to this same

sitting: "After the speech of Comrade Zinoviev,

and the statement made by Comrade Fraina, the

theses are put to a vote, and are adopted by a

majority, against a minority of 8."
"Then Comrade Zinoviev reads the amendment

proposed by Comrade Radek on the need of sup-

porting in every possible way the Red Interna-

tional of Trade-Unio- that was organized in June.
Inasmuch as some comrades oppose this, consider-

ing that the organization of this Internationa! is

artificial, Comrade Zinoviev explains that tna Red

International contains all the Russian trade unions,

with about 5,000,000 members, the Italian (about
2,000,000), French, German, and Bulgarian, and

certain others, making a total of about ten mil-

lions. Thus this is not a mere handful and an arti-

ficial formation. It is the one weapon of the world

revolutionary movement against the yellow Inter-

national, because the principal enemy of the revo-

lutionary proletariat is not Brussels but Amste-

rdamthat is the yellow International of trade-unio- n

organizations. By overthrowing Amsterdam

we shall deal the most terrible blow to the capital-

istic order, but this blow can be dealt only by the
Red International of trade-union- s. By an over-

whelming majority the amendment proposed by

Comrade Radek is adopted by the Congress."

son was elected in 1912 the discip- -

ine of democracy demanded that the
defeated Republicans, Progressives
and other groups respected the ver

dict of the election. And they did

to advocate a dictatorship dn the
United States would be incompatible
with, ridiculous and flying in the
face of all the facts, pertaining to

the situation in America."

The Declaration of Independanc

is quoted to substantuatc these shal

low arguments. However, I shall not

fatigue the reuder in quoting these
sophistries advanced "by these rencgad- -

a .. II , It I . .
es. ii tne ruling cinss wouia oniy

know what stanch and stalwart sup

porters of the capitalist laws the
W. I. I. U. are, they would exult

their leaders to tho highest ranks
would bestow upon them all good

things, would give them millions to
carry on such a propaganda.

"The question of the Proletarian
Dictatorship" says Lenin, 'Ms the

question of the relation between the

proletarian state and tho bourgeoi
state, between proletarian democracy

and bourgoois democracy," and goes
n dialictioallv to show "that the

revolutionary dictatorship of the pro

letariat is an authority maintained

by the proletariat by means of force

over and against the bourgeois

and not bound by laws." But the

opportunist W. I. I. U. rehearses the

Knutskyism interpretation of
state and bourgoois democracy.

"peaceful mothod."

out explicitly:

unpardonable.

H 0

make more thiir militant action

and protests against trae-unio- n bureaucra-

cy, striving increase n them the revolu-

tionary spirit." Radek jhen draws a parallel

between the views of trde-union- s and of the

Communist Party t!e. possibility of reali-

zing Socialism: "If w&itake the position of

the trade-unionis- ts and; propose that Social-

ism should be realized by free agreement

among trade-union- s, then, we shall be in a po-

sition, where individual trade-union- s, more

numerous and better orj ;anized simply

performing functions mo e important for so-

ciety, will inevitably sec a privileged po-

sition. To prevent this possibility there
should be recourse to the assistance of an

the report which

the

etariat.

organization which in as will

primarily to ojir

Soviet of Economy."

In concluding his report Radek

makes strong plea to tyie Congress for una-

nimity.
Thep speak Comrade' Reed and Gallagher,

who repeat the arguments which we

know from former sitings, favor of a

schism in the trade-union- s. On other

the same cotnrades who spoke in

the committee again
answers them,

that the road by the former
might lead to the of the Inter-

national and of the Communist movement,

and not the of the compromise

I am constrained to quote again
so admirably inter-prete- s

bourgeoisie arguments

functions

respond Russian
National

Comrade

already

points

American
speak.

Comrade Zinoviev saying

indicated speak-

ers collapse

collapse

gainst the Dictatorship of the I'ro- -

"To appeal for a dictatorship of
the proletariat before we have tried
the peaceful method ot the ballot box

cor

out of the question in America."
Like blind puppies these opportun

sts cannot see the simple truth,
though it is plain as nonday. War
and revolution should have ere now

proven this error to everyone, but
theae refined flunkies would crawl
on their bellies to the ballot box

for two thousand years is pursuit
of a

a

a
('

book "The Proletarian Revolution'
points very

nearer nano
of pogrom civil war ronnec
tion with any profound political
vergenc1 which threatens the exist
ance of the bourgeoisie." To muni
font such sheer and mon

the stock exchange and banker

ILER

frequent

Supreme

Socialists: "Only by creating small groups

the trade-union- s of all. countries shall we be

able everthrow the Amsterdam yellow

union cf trade-unio- ns and deal mortal blow

to the capitalst order. But only the Red In-

ternational of trade-union- s, organized

Moscow July, able deal this blow."

The report of Comrade Radek accepted

by the Congress by major- -

ity.

EVENING SITTING OF AUGUST

(Given only in summarized form in the Pravda.

Comrade Lenin in his illuminating

"Tho moro developed democracy
is, at is nnngor

a or in
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ignorance
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stnwuK stupidity, not to comprehend
such simple truths that lourgeoiiie
parliaments are directly controller!
by

ii
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The fuller report given in'-th- e Izvestia of Aug. 8,

1920, thlfwtrc used.)

DEBATES ON BRITISH LABOR PARTY.
Comrade Rosmer .speaks as reporter on

the question of the tasks of tho Communist
International and relates in detail the course

of the work in the committee. He states
that the questoin of the fusion of the British
Socialist Party with the Independent Labor
Party was decided favorably by a majority

of 4 to 1. An amendement was introduced to

the theses on the admission of new parties
to the Communist International to the effect

that before the date of the present Congress
two-thir- ds of each such party should have
been Communists.

An amendment was also introduced to Ar-

ticle 5 ; the content of this amendment is that
Communist Parties are warned against ar-

tificially forcing the revolution when there

are not at hand objective premises of revo-

lution. In this event is necessary to pre-

pare the proletariat Ity means of the system

of a series of revolutionary acts, which cre-

ate, as a general result, a revolutionary junc-

ture. The question of the Italian Socialist
Party was decided in the sense that the lat-

ter is to call a ConKress, and at this Con-

gress, discuss all the decisions of the III In- -

the

Another nbsurdlty ii presented in,

is

it

justifying their opposition to the Dic

tatorship of thr Proletariat by as
serting that "America is one of the
countries where a peaceful solution
of the social question i possible.''

L. Kameneff tho Dictator
ship of the Proletariat as: "an or-

ganization of the State and a form
of administration of state affairs
which in the transitional stage from
capitalism to communism, will allow

the proletarian, :is the ruling class,

to crush all resistance on the part
of the exploiters In the work of So

ciaiist reconstruction."

Continues comrade Kamenof- f-

"lt is thus clear that tho question
itself of the necessity, the inevita
bility of a proletarian dictatorship for
every capitalist country i connected
with the question at to whether the
resistance nf tho exploiters to their
expropriation by socialist society or
moro precisely, by society marching
towurds socialism."

"In the same way, the question
regarding the degree of severity of
tho dictatorship, the extent and con
ill ons of the limitation of the po

litiral right-- ; nf thp bourgeoisie, and
limitation of political liberty in gen
oral, the application of terrorist
methods etc. is i.idiisolubly linVcd

with the question of the degree
forms, stubnorness and organisation
of resistance by thff tjrploiterB.

tion

ternational. If individual members of the
party do not accept theae theses, by this very

fact they are automatically excluded from

the party.
Then Sylvia Pankhucst is given the floor

in the order of speakers signed. She draws a
parallel between England and other coun-

tries, and notes the fact that in England it is

also very difficult to draw a line of demar-katio- n

between the ideology of various so-

cial and political groupings. Frequently it

happens that for this same reason it is diffi-

cult to determine the political physiognomy

even of a particular individual. Thus, for ex-

ample, many consider Williams practically

a Communist and in any event a champion of

he Soviet authority; but in actual fact we

have recently learned that he is giving as

sistance to the sending of military equipment

o Poland.
Comrade Sylvia Pankhurst dwells on

the relations which have devc-lope- d within

the Labor Party. The political acts of indivi

dual representatives of the Labor Party are
controlled by its central body in the strict

States.

Then

est manner. If we enter the Labor Party we

shall therefore come under a political con-

trol which is most undesirable for us, a con

trol further complicated by the eld democra

tic and parliamentary traditions of this par

ty. In deciding the problems of the English

evolution Russian experience cj.n not be tak

en as the point of departure, because the
conditions are quite different. If the Com

munist International shall decide the ques-

tion in the positive, then the British Social

ist Party will of course enter tho Labor Par-

ty. But the Congress should know that by

such a decision it will be turning over the

fate of the revolution in England into the
hands of the Labor Party.

Comrade Mac Lean gives many facts
which refute the point of view of Sylvia

iPankhurst. He considers that the Labor

Party is simply the political expression of

the state of mind of the English workmen
organized in trade-union- s, and that work
must be continued within the Independent
Labor Party. In his opinion it is fully possible
to accomplish this work, inasmuch as the
rights of political agitation and of freedom
of speech do not to date come under any li-

mitations within the Labor Party.
Comrade Gallagher says that this question

has been discussed in England for 20 years.

It is proposed here that is is necessary to en-

ter the Independent Labor Party in order to
maintain contact with the working masses:
"But in Scotland, for example, we work un-

der most difficult conditions outside the La-

bor Party, and yet much has been done for
the revolution." Comrade Gallagher recalls
the former trins of Lloyd George with his
clique, police, and his Socialist patriotic agi-

tation, etc.: "Nevertheless the workmen of
Glasgow remained loyal to proletarian ide-

ology and proletarian interests." Comrade
Gallagher asks that the English Communists
should not be hurried or forced to enter the
Labor Party. All their activity to date arous-

es in them aversion to such a step. He asks
that this fact be taken into careful consider-

ation.
Then Comrade Lenin speaks. He says that

the fact that this question has been discus

Tho possibility of a peaceful solu

tion through the method of the bal

lot box; the organization of all the

workers under the banner of the W.

I. 1. U. and other like Utopians are

advanced as arguments against the

dictatorship of the proletariat, con- -

titutes the gist of the report.
The report ends with the asser

"We are small in numbers, pcr- -

ups the smallest, compared with
other unions but wo arc certain we

have the tactics and the principles
necessary for success in the United

"These we will not compromise."

Thus the utter perversion of re
volutionary principles; thus tho op

portunistic trend of an clement claim

ing to be revolutionary, but which

unless it perceives its errors may

join the blackest forces of reaction

to uphold the laws of the bourgeom

State to keep the toilers In slavers
ond degradation.
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sed for 20 years in labor circles of England,

shows its importance and vital character.
Despite the opinion of Comrade Jlac Lean

the Labor Party does not express the poli
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tical state of mind of the working class of

England as organized in trade-union- s; it
expresses the views and state of mind of its
leaders, who are the most bourgeois, reaction-

ary handmaid of British imperialism. It is

necessary that the party should effectively

represent the ideology and interests of the
proletariat. Of course, the British Labor Par-

ty contains elements that are not of a suffi-

cient high quality in the Communistic sense,

but although Comrade Gallagher is right in

this respect, he nevertheless does not notice

or, more correctly, does not call attention to

the fact that in the party, and outside it,

there is a considerable number of workmen-revolutionist- s,

who, till now, constantly
struggled against the opportunism, and Social-

ist-treacherous tactics of the handmaids

of the bourgeoisie. Furthermore, these trai-

tors are at the head of the Labor Party,
which presents an unprecedented situation,

for the latter expresses the political will of
4,000,000 workmen organized in its ranks.

"You say that you may be excluded from
1 the party if you conduct yourselves like Com

munists ; but I think on the other hand that
if you conduct yourselves like Communists,

then you will be able to exclude them from
the party. The British bourgeoisie is a most
intelligent one, and instead of organizing, as
you wish to do, small parties that have no

influence or significance, it is seizing autho-

rity over 4,000,000 politically organized

workmen, putting at their head its own com-

missioned agents. In your press and agita-

tion, at your meetings and gatherings, you

should definitely set forth the physiognomy
of Henderson and other Socialist traitors. In

the conditions which are put down in black

and white in our theses, you see that it is

precisely for this purpose, and only in the
event of the possibility of realizing this pur-

pose, that you are entering the Independent

Labor Party. It is impossible also to work

outside of parties. If Comrade Gallagher and

others would work in an organized manner,

would enter a Communist Party, then it is
scarcely possible that we would have such a
situation as we note in Irland, where 200,000 '

English workmen and peasants, armed and
1 1j; - vret4m amIwi!

V'VJVl(' J V Wl wvwj v v . - '

nal national oppression, and the violence of

capitalists, with respect to the Irish people.

You are constantly speaking of the differen
ces between the conditions in England and

those in other countries. In so far as you en-

ter the Communist International, you must
remember that you must be guided not only
by the experience of England but aho by gen

eral revolutionary experience."
After the speech of Comrade Lenin the

theses are put to a vote. Comrade Zinoviev
proposed to vote first, and separately, on the
thesis relating to the entrance of the British
Socialist Party into the Independent Labor
Party of England. This thesis is adopted by

a majority of 48 to 24 with two abstaining.
Then the theses are adopted in their entire-

ty by a majority of 63 to 2, with one ab-

staining. The sitting is concluded by the
singing of the International and the Carma-nol- a,

accompanied by thundering applause;
for a long time resounded the shouts: "Long
live proletarian Russia," "Long live the lead-

er of the world proletariat, Comrade Lenin,"
"Long live the world revolution."
(Next week Solemn Closing of 2nd Congress

of III International.)
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