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The sound of Mr.
ing was comforting; with the thought
that there was help within call, some-
thing kept me from waking him. I did
not move for 28 moment; ridiculous

When | Came To It Was Dawn.

things Liddy had sald about a ghost—
I am mnot at all superstitious, except,
perhaps, in the middle of the night,
with everything dark—things like that
came back to me. Almost beside me
was the clothes chute. I could feel it,
but I eould see nothing. As I stood,
listening intently, I heard a sound
near me. It was vegue, Indefinite.
Theu it ceased; there was an uneasy
movement and a grunt from the foot
of the circular staircase, and silence
again. I stood perfectly still, hardly
daring to breathe.

Then I knew I had been right. Some
onc was stealthily passing the head of

| the staircase and coming toward me |

| for support—my knees

| in the dark, 1 leaned against the wall
were giving
way. The steps were close now, and
suddenly I thought of Gertrude. Of
Sourse it was Gertrude.

hand in front of me, but I touched
nothing. My voice almost refused me,
but T mansged to gasp out, “Ger
trude!™

“Good Lord!"” a man's
claimed, just beside me. And then I
collapsed. 1 felt myself golng, felt
50Mie one catch me, a horrible nausea
—that was all I remembered.

When I came to it was dawn. [ was
Iying on the bed in Louise’s room,
with the cherub on the ceiling staring

volce ex.

I put out one |

(Continued From Yesterday).

Winters’ breath- 1 down at me, and there was a blanket

from my own bed thrown over me. I |
felt weak and dizzy, but I managed to
got up and totter to the dobr. At the
foot of the circular staircase Mr. Win-
ters was still asleep. Hardly able
stand, 1 erept back to my room. The
door into Gertrude's roun was no lon-
ger locked; she was sleeping like a
tired child. And in my dressing room
Liddy hugsed a cold hot-water boitle
and mumbied in her sleep.

“There's some things you can't hold
with band-cuffs," she was muttering
thickly.

CHAPTER XXIX.
A Scrap of Paper.

For the first time in 20 vears T kept
my bed that day. Liddy was alarmed
to the point of hysteria, and sent for |
Dr. Stewart just after breakfast. Ger-
trude spent the morning with me,
reading something—I1 forget what. 1
was too busy with my thought to lis-
ten. I had said nothing to the two
detectives. If Mr. Jamieson had been
there I should have told him every-
thing, but I could not go to these
strange men and tell them my nlece
had been missing in the middle of the |
night; that she had not gone to bed
at all: that while T was searching for |
her through the house 1 had met a !
stranger who, when I fainted, had car-
ried me into a room and left me there,

fo get better or not, as it might hap-
pen.
And there was something else: The

man I had met in the darkness had
been even more startled than I, and
about his voice, when he muttered his
muffied exclamation, there was some-
thing vaguely familiar. All that morn- |
tng, while Gertrude read aloud, and
Liddy watched for the doctor, 1 wul
puzzling over that voice, without re- |
sulit. |
Dr. Walker came up, some time just i
after luncheon, and asked for me.
“(GGo down and see him,” 1 instructed |
Gertrude. “Tell him T am out—for |
mercy’s sake don’t say I'm sick. Find
out what he wants, and from this time
on, instruct the servants that he is
not to be admitted. I loathe that

man. )

Gertrude eame back very soom, her
face rather flushed.

“He came to &gk us to get out,” sha
said, picking up her book with a jerk.
“He says Louise Armsirong wants io
come here, now that she is recover.-
ing"”

“And what did you say?™

W

“1 said we were very sorry we could
not leave, but we would be delighted
to have Louise come up here with us.
He looked daggers And he
wanted to know if we would recom-
mend Eliza as a cook. He has brought
a patient, & man, out from town. and
is increasing his establishment—that's
the way he put it”

“l wish him jJoy of Eliza,™
tartly. “Did he ask for Halsey ™"

“Yes. I told Him that we were on
the track last night, and that it was
only a guestion of time.
was glad, although he didn't appear
to be. but he said not to be too san-

at me,

guine.”
“Do you know what I believe?™ I
asked. I believe, as firmly as 1 be-

Heve anything, that Dr. Walker knows
something about Halsey, and that he
could put his finger on him, if he
wanted to.”

There wera several things that day
that bewildered me. About three
o'clock Mr. Jamieson telephoned from
the Casanova station and Warner
went down to meet him. I got up and
dressed hastily, and the detective was
shown up to my sitting room.

“No news?" I asked, as he entared.
He tried to hmk encouraging, without
SUCCess

“It won't be long now, Miss Innes™
he said. “I have come out here on a
pecular errand. which I will tell yon
about Inter. First,
questions. Did any one come out here
yesterday to repair the telephone, and
examine the wires on the roof?”

"“Yea," 1 said promptly; “but it was
not the telephone. He =sald the wiring
might have caused the fire at
stable. I went up with him myself,
but he only locked around. ™

Mr. Jamieson smiled

“Good for you!" he applanded.
“Don’t allow any ome in the house
that you don't trust, and don't trust
anybody. All are not electricians who
wear rubber gloves™

He refused to explain further, hut
he got a slip of paper out of his
pocket-book and opened it carefully,

“Listen,” he said. “You heard this
before and scoffed. In the light of re-
cent developments I want you to read
it agzin. You are a clever woman,
Miss Innes. Just as surely as T sit
here, there I8 something in this house
that Is wanted very anxiously by a
number of people. The lines are elos-
ing up, Miss Innes.”

(To be continued),
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