FRANK G. CARPENTER'S LETTER.

N Tht LAND OF blanchi®

TRAVELS IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF JOSEPH AND
JACOB.

The Home of the Israelites as a Cotton Plantation—Its
Queer Villages and 0dd Farming Scenes—A Look
at Bubastis, Where They Worshiped the Cat—Brick
Making in Egypt—The Virgin’s Tree and Other Tra-
ditions of Mary’s Visit to the Nile Valley—Young
America at the Obelisk.

{(Coprright 1510 by Frank G. Carpenter.)

it e Gosheén to Jacob and his family; and
AGAZIG, Egypt, Bept 10.—Cemb i o0 his advice thet they all v
u:lth me this bright Sunday |[! Was at his advice ”.'.a,‘ SRTY L
morninl-: for a 160k at the old|¢d here and : led. That was the be-
- o cerer : s pms = oy an
3 5 of th Egy] and
land of Goshen, where ihe Is-|85 = - e
raelites settled when they first came ley yemained in r--"hr-;lal'l‘v_ 1_;"-
into BEypr 1 am writing this in the | erntions bhefare B \.T.e: .]r\l ljkq 1-\-\'
center of it. not far from the road |Saved and forc ed Lo make bricks In
down which Joseph was carrfed by the | the PPharaons.
caravan of Ishmaelites, or Bedoulns, | The Land of Goshen,
who had bought him of his The land of Goshen (g today one ol

brothers l

and were on their way to sell him 10] the finest parts of the Nile wvalley. 1
Potiphar, It was over that -“-'Um‘l.\;mu- here from Calro and my whole
road that the ten sons of Jacob, Ben- i was through rich crops of cotton,
Jamin having bean left at home, came | sypar cane and clover. There was
down here to get corn: and It must | oreen to be seen everywhere, and 1
have been ahout here that they had | .ounld r from hers twenty miles
their dealings with Joseph, who Was | mare to e eastward before reaching
then the chief officer of Pharaoh and | the desert. The rallroad from Cairo
the premier, &8s it were, of his admin- |19 the Suez canal goes directly
istration. You all know how he|through Goshen It strikes the canal
came into Egypt and ¢ame to be the | 5t Ismalia and then branches off north
greatest man in the country. He was | ynd south, running along the line ot
so influential that he was able to Zive | the ecanal to Suex on the Red sea, and

| 10 Port Sald on the Mediterranean. The

! first section is over the road which

lad from Arabia to Memphis and Hell-
opolis, whieh ecities have Sinéde been re-
pleced by Cairo, the capital and  me-
tropolis of BEgypt. This town of Zaga-
zig, where I am stopping, 15 ona of the
{ chief cities In the delta. 1It on the
frezh water canal and on 2 lu.: Irri-
gation canal which leads to the Nile. It
famous as a cotton port and today
camels are coming into the town with
hales on their backs, and long train-
loads are starting out for andria
and Port Sald, from whence the cotton
will be shipped off ta gsurope

Tt cotton is a Teature of the Iand-
scape which was abegent in the days of
the Pharaohs. When Joseph came
down into Egypt the only eloth
the people had was made of flax and
wiool. The cotton plant was nol known
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exist, and it was as late as the ) whi *h the cotton has been picked. This
ages, when the people gFave | stuff is tied up in bundles and laid
to a story that ecotton of India | away on the roofs until used.
cume from a sheep which grew on the | ¢ are butl few tree: to be seen. |
end of a bush, and which now and | Now and then an acacia grows along
then bent down to eat the grass which roadway, and here and there over |
grew around. The cotton plant was e country are ciumps of date palms.
supposed to thrive in Hindustan, and it | There are oceasional fruit gardéns,
was not until centuries later that the | and one frequently passes an orchard
real cotton seeds +were planted in|loaded with oranges
Egypt Today Goshen is coversed with The roads are usually high abhove the
cotton. There are many plantations | rest of the country. They run along |
near Zagazig, and T haeve seen thou- | the ca <, and consist of the dirt bullt
sands of acres of this crop throughout | up to hold back the waters. The side |
.1-.'!.,-~! parts of the Egyptian delta. | ronds are chiefly camel paths or Toot
It is the chief money crop of the coun- | paths, and one sees everywhere the
try and It will bring in upward of |t moving along through the

one hundred milllon dollars this vear.
A Great Stock Countiry.

This land of Coshen is a fine stock
country. Camels, bufzloes and donkeys
are staked out in the fTields, and flocks
of sheep and goats feed there, watch-
@d by shepherds., There are, also,
dfoves of camels grazing or lying on
the ground, chewing their cuds. All
have their helirdsmen. There are no
fences In Egvpt, and the fields are
bounded by Imaginary lines. Some-
times the llmits may be told by the
ditches, or the 1ittle embankments
made for irrigation. .

It was as stock raisers that the Is-
raelites came into Egypt. They were a

pastoral people and it may have been
for that reason that Joseph had Pha-
rach give them this land of Goshen,

the eastern part of which s fringed by
the desert, with places of scanty veg-
etation, where the stock could graze.
Today the land is well cultivated.
Most of the fields are kept Iilke gar-
dens, and I see half naked men bend-
ing over and digging the soll with
great mattocks. Here the farmers are
plowing, using the same one-handed
plow of the days of the scriptures.
Some of them have donkeys and burfa-
loes hitched together, and now and
then one sees a plow drpzged along
by a cow dnd a camel There is much
artifieial irrigation. and the water Is
lifted from level tp level by menswith
buckets gnd baskets to which ropes
are glung. In other places the water
ie raised by the sakiveh, a rude
wheel which i8 turned by the cogs of
another wheel, set at right angles to
it. On ths perpendlicunlar wheel ciay
lars are fastened, and as this moves
through the water these fill and turn-
Ing smpty themeelves into the
troughs which lead to the little ca-
nals and the fields. The motive power
In this canse Is a blindfolded camel, bul-
lock or donkey., the animal going
around like a horse in an old-fashion-
ad bark mill. Many of the fields are
now under water and ‘the silvery
sireams shine out through the emerald

green of the crops.
The Villages of Gosben.
When the Israelites first came to
Goshen ,they probably lived in tents

such as the Bedouins use today. Thess
are made nof sheep's wool or goat's T

fle id"i

Even

few

the chief roads there
are very wiagons. The most of the
frelght is carried on donkeys and cam-
els, and form thes chief riding
imnals well. Dong-legged Egvp-
tians in ans and gowns sil on the
rumps of donkeys, their feel al-
most dragging: flerce looking + He-
tdouins, their nemmre“cﬂ: tied on with
ropes, bob up and down as they ride
on thelr camels, thelr heads apparent-
Iy bowing at ry of the heast
There are camels loaded with alfalfa,
the grass so covering them that they
ook like miniature haystacks walking
along, There are donkevs with hoxes
and bags and mules and bullocks car-
rying frelght of one kind or other. (Out
in the fields one now and then sees a
buffalo with a half-naked boy sitting on
it, and at nightfall the paths are lined
with men coming from the fields rid-
ing these ungainly beasts, and balanc-
ing thelr one-handled plows in front of
them &= they move slowly on.
The City of the Cat.

It was here
raelites

on

they

€ Elap

in Goshen [hat the Is-
worked after they were en-
slaved by the Egyptians. They went
from here also to build citles and
towns in varfous parts of the Nile val-
ley. The archsologisis who are now
excavaung in Egypt Lell me that they
frequently find bricks which were
probatly made Yy them, and assert
that the sun-dried bricks of today are
practically the same as those which
the children of Israel molded under
the Iash of eir taskmasters.

his Is the omse in the ruins of the
Bubastis, or the city of the worship of
the cat. This town was situated within
& stone's throw of the Zagazig of to-
day, and [ts buildings of mud bri-k
have erumbled almost to dust, but here
and there the walls are plainly visible,

Bubastis dates back to the time
when the pyramids weare young., It is
to have been built by the
and was & great city nai
was' captured by the Persians aliout

B. C. Bubastis was noted far its

T

Israelites,

it

devoted to the cat-hendedq
£ : his lady had the form of 4
13 5 with the head of a2 cat and she
héld In one hand a lotus léaf as a

Scejiter Herodotus speaks of her and
saying that the temples were

gorgeous and that the stone road lead-

thizs cliy,

rudely woven by hahd. They are up- inz to’ them was 1R0( -

Iln-‘ri by ropes and poles and are so low Ita;,-c:. Shat, A ’l". 11' "IU_(“M _luns:.. ‘He
that the psople must crawl into them. i “,:", I"_E‘U_]',"_ ,m_m,e,, ]_n‘,,',‘n'?-i'“
We Kpow that Abrabam lived in a| .o " th JI.l g 4Ir'.-.-. -“'{-mﬂ; '{'m""” =)
tent and it is probable that this was e B2 1II f}_'m ',” "?_I Sirangers
the case with Isaac and Jacob, th \‘ € Teistes that:maay ot

After coming to Goshen the Jaracl- ; Sl UMD WRCGItran
tbes probably copled /the Rotsss o the | Ir::xm d acted otherwise, “in an
Egvptinns and built villages of mud | ... thatt :;‘::",‘.QF:.'#,%:(”R: an SgmDe=
huts not unlike those 1 now see. ''hese rood ],.1.-“,1-_,-.... _;k,‘u]-,ler r.‘.“ ne nl(.‘ans 0w

185 are rude to an extreme., Many e S

of them are mot over twenty feet | Egyptian Brickmakers of 1810,
squere; they have flat roofs and are| Riding out to Bubsastis, T found there

| often so low that one can look over | a brickyard in full swing. It was siru-
them as he rides by on a eamel. There | atod right on the edge of the ruins

no gardens or lawns gshout tham. { and the Fellaheen of 16-15_\- were mold-

! ey face the streei and are huddleq | Ing the clay used by the Israelites of
together without regard to beauty or | th past into bullding material for

| comfort. 1:!-'(-. I looked at them my mina

The roofs form the woodyard of the | went back to the days of the i’r':araoue
People below. The only fuel used is| when Mosses was ::till living and m“;
cornstalks, straw, or the bushes from | his people laboring under the lash.
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These men snd women are working un-
der taskmasters or overseers Thelr
haif-clad persons were burnt hlack by

e itropical sun overhead and they
looked not unlike slaves. Here they
were grinding the mud, there they

were molding it into bricks and further

over they were piling up the bricks
which had been drled in the sun. The
carrying of the bricks was largely
done by young zirls, who labored un-
der a burly negro with a stick in his

At his direction, the girls took
the bricks on their heads and carried
them off on the trot. T got a nhoto-
graph of this seena by bribing the
negro: and I doubt not my pleture was
a fair type of that which went on in
those long awgo days, when Pharaoh
drove the Israelites to similar wWork

without
With the Virgin Mary
It was down

siraw.

In Egypt.

through Goshen that
Joseph and Mary came with the infant
Saviour when fied from the horria
Herod who slaughtered the Innocents.
This was then the chief highway from
Palestine to Egypt. and there is no
doubt that they stopped at Bubastis as
they went on to Hellopolis, whe=: the
temple and college still existéd at the
time Christ was born. There ig a tree
not far from the Obelisk ,of Hellopolls
under which Mary and Joseph and the
young Jesus are said to have rested. It
is about five mlles from Calro and
guide books spesk of it as one of the

Lhey

qm_rk _slgh,h of Egypt. 1 doubt the
reliability of their statements. The
iree may be the descendant of one

which stood there in the time of Christ.
It is an old sycamora Enarled with
many years and scarred with the names
©of tourists. It is on one of the estates
of the khedive, and 1t may be seen
through the bars of a fence, which has
been built around it te keep off the
rellc hunters. During my visit there |
tried to climb 1"r- fence in order to get
a r.hmuur}qwi' {t, but some of the
khedlve's gery .mh came up and warn-
ed me not to go in. The tree is sur-
rounded by orange crchards, which are
irrigated by sakivehs drawn by water

butfaloss with blankets over their
eyes.

‘A8 T went by 1 stopped at one or
these sakiyehs and the men brought
me some oranges from the khedive's
orchard and sold them .at the rate pt
eight for 10 cents. They were won-
derfully re freshing, and as T sat in the

shade of
wondsrad

the
wh

ireas outside

Mary

the fence |
e | ' and Joseph
18 not perhaps thus quenched thelr
thirst in that same place, now gver
nineteen hundred ¥Years ago, Any rest-

ether

Ing place must have been welcome af-
ter the long ride through the colintry
to the edge of the Ereat city of the
LY 7

In addition o this thére are other
slories told of the ftay of the holy
family |n Egypt One is that Joseph
and Mary took our Saviour out to the
P¥ramids, and from there to the
sphinx It 1s said that Mary Iald him
in the lap of the H[\'nn‘ and that He
slept for a nigh mthe paws of that
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her arms. 8he
the same age
the little on=

of p

lisk
the

girl who had a babe in
mitst have been about

that Mary was then, and

inughed and crowed as she rested 1ale Internal
there under the tropical sun. At the ouble, inflama-
same time a score of other children, S s e L
ranging In age from two to 12 years, | !;“EII:"T'I"Li-:?;rA%'!r_:
gathered nlrurinul me and posed for my | fice 105 N. Campbell Bell '1--‘,:,._,“'!; 2310
camera with the obelisk behind ’T‘rael —

obelisk was undoubtedly there when | I
our Saviour WiAS carried through | D A N D E R l N E
Egypt, ana it was erected lonz before | (
Moses was found in the ' I'roduces thick. luznriant hair when nl)

there on the banks

1
I

apyvrus, and as
a4l Heliopolls
virgin and the

wias
Baviour

bulrushes over
e Nile not far

sione seemed

sun,
!\ n
-n"ntiw-n
h, Heart
Lung Trou-
Llver
and Con-

h"u':t'nr. o,

Ca-

other remecdies fall, We guaraates
Danderine. All'Droggists, 2S¢, Sc and

away. The ;.:i-_e..t d to tie | 53, wr wend this Ad with 1Ge istamps or
the past and the present together, and | silver) for = larze free =amgple.
the little oneés of today brought back | EKNCWLTON DANDERINE 08
those of the times of the Saviour. : Chicage. lllinsls

The children werd glad (o pose ‘~r|
me, but as T spapped the camera t :
rushed to the front with hands out- | of Illinols. You are Enelish, arn't
stretched for baksheesh. I was at & | van?™
logs how to fee =0 many, and fmall_'.'[ “*No, I am an American, and my
EAave 25 cents to my coachman and left home is In Washington city.™
him to fight it out with the babies. | *“Oh, yes.” sald the drchin. “I know
The little ones mobed him und he had ! all mbout that place, President Taft
to threaten them with his carriage lives thers Say. what is the name of
whip to keep them away. He finally | vour ball team™
endad the trouhle by giving each twa That was the interesting thing to
children one-half a plastire. so that I)-_lml Out here under the shadow of
each received a little more than aone this obelisk 4000 years old, on the spot
cant, where Joseph was marriad to Asenath:

Young Ameriean in Egypt. where Plato philosophised and where

As | was about
party

of American

lemving th
tourists

¢ obéllak a
drove up.

within pizin sight of the
near enough aimost to

Moses played;
pyramids and

|

Ic-»asei_ |
IT!S' |

Com- |

|

Among them was a smart twealve year | hear the whisper of the sphinx, he car
old boy who put his hands in his od nothing for them He was & H\'el
pocksts and gazed up at the stone as [ bov. and he wanted live things There- |
though he were ready 1o huy It A= | fore the pitchers, catchers and short-|
he did so 1 sald to ;i of the great American diamaond |
“Hello, my little man, are you not , were worth more to him than all the
an American?™ | stories of history and all the mummies
“You het I am.” he promptly repli- | of the museums. And so they are, |
ed. 1 come from Chlcago, In the ?::\!4‘1 FRANK G. CARPENTER.
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