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L PASO is homored today by the presence of two distinguished guests, Sir
Wilhiam Willcocks and William A, Byan Sir William is one of the most
noted hydraslic enginsers in the world, and Mr. Ryan ia controler of the
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tative of Franklin K Lane, secoetary of the interier, on the beard, ““f “r::""”j'il'r e fptor

Both the visitors are being entertained in the nsual El Paso way, which means

that they will carry sway none but pleazant memories of their bnefl stay bere ' o
They will inspect al! the imigation works in this valley and will make a thorough e -~ unilersinnd enongt :-- ! roliia® along in a Mg easy tourin’ car.
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into contact with the gemeral pnhi ¢ in connection with the grest reclamsticn enler-
prises of the government. He is not a tecknical man, an engineer, but a man oi
affairs, whe hae the broad view of reclamstion work which makes it poszible lor
the xu:-.r"t-'n: to deal efectually with the mulu;m: problems invalved in so dis-
cn000 of public mopey as to comler the greatest benefit ypon the
» gvoiding the complications that would be inGdent to any
distributien -:f special favors

El Paso and this whole valley will, in the nature of thinge have o good deal
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work. He later had charge of the work of enlarging the Assdan dam to double

ity capacily., The Amuan reservuir at present has the greatest storage capacity

wi any artiGoial irogation Teserveir o the world, though the storage behind the | ':.'”'

F:Ermint Butte dam will be S0 percent greater. thut
She h

Sir Willizm has written many proefessional papers that are standard agthorities
amaeg hydraclic engineers, especially in the hydroclectsic and irrigatian branches,
avd i cemtrol of Bood waters But while his name is best known in comnection
with these brarches, his own specialty may be said to Bave narrowed down to the
solving of the drainage problem om frrigated lands  Since thiz problem today in
the western United States is a far greater one than the mere comserving of flood
watzrs or the mere watering of agnegltural jands @ regions of deficient reinfall,
it is fortumate that the United Stales governmest in its Teclamation branch is
te have the benefit of his expert advice along the line of his grestest sciemtific
atiperyment.

S: :..r back as 1904, in a monograph on the Assuan dam and the pruposed
# scheme for the complete development of Nile comirol
Hiam wrote: "We know thal, in future, drainage works
* Same of the most promisiag irrigatiom projects
by private capital, have boea ruined or scnoasly
thu princpie. The United States reclamation sefvice
f drainage, and comprebeosive draioage Fysiems gre
aticn plans
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: tu ;.r t the harm- |
1 fre rve the general water supply |
of ;: ven &rE gation witbout drainage byings in =;vr.ua ed form the evily
of axcessive rainfall. An overirmigated, underdrained area is to ail intents and pur-
poses a swamp or an alkali basin, whose usefuiness for zgnu!u:b? in being steadily
impaired and gradually mained, by progreszive removal of fertility and increase of
karmful soil ingredients. Drainage is as necessary a complement to irrigation,
as the regular removal of waste products is to the supplying of food and drink to
the livioy bodyr; direase and death in erther case inllpw faslure of the drainage
sysiem to perform its funclions

1t is along thiz line especially that Sir William's investigations in this coumntry
a1 being directed, and it iz alomg this line especially that Biy counesl will be
¢l permgnent ue to the people of the American wasl, through the reclamation
servies which js fhe bost of the noted Englishman en biz present tour.

Sir William Willcocks is ne sirapger to America, or to American sogineering
suthorities. So far back as 1893 he was & conspicnons figure at the Columbiin
expaositinn in Chicage, where be participated in the technical congresscs. He does
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In the visit of such a man there is intellectual, moral, and piritual inspiration

as well as tangible gain. No ome who bas ever knows intimately the hig men of
the engipeering profession kas faied to become impressed with the fact that they
arc almost invarably men of high spiritual deselopment, men of truly prophetic
insight, men to whom doilars are only touls of trade, tools of a craftsman with
whirh to crestz marvels—with which to make dreams come true; men who are im-
butd with the smse that they are in reslity the trusted agents of the Creafor
himself to carry an the work of world building where Hiz work was left cofinished
to test the power of Man in working out his own true smalvation.

1t is not sirange thst ingdental to his grander project of Nile “iraining,” Sic
William propeses fo remsve several andent cities and temples to olther and more
commanding sites in order to creale & few inlend seas and thersby restore the
material glories of that Egypt which fiourished centuries before Joseph, =on of
Jarob, Tan his first comer in wheat
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