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Shoot the Brute 1

O H, BAT the rat and shice the mice, and make this couniry clean and nice!

From every Bouss whers prople dwszll, Jet's drive the rodeats forth, peil-

medl; in every store and every shop, let's chase the pests and zever niop,
until the spangled banner waves zhove ten Gillion rodents’ graves The vats con-
aume the farmer’s oats, &nd gnaw the whiskers off his yoats, and rob him yearly
of & sum, wiich, figured up, would sirike him dumh  The rats Eestroy the grocer’s
cheess, his early prunes acd seefless peas, and &o such damage ig his store the
sheriff comes (o close his deer. Ther spoil (he housewile's cherished flour. and
make her sumns temper sour, and so she iwws around, of coure, Tuiil her hishand
gris divorce. The gat’s 2 anisance, withonl end, and there is B0 ORE to defemd
the mozinus crittes, foul end vile, the world's most hated animile Let ur with
pitfall and with gin Leset the path he wanders in. Let us go forih wilth bomis
204 guos, explore his alleys and his Tunx, and slay kim 23 St Gearge of old laid
out (ke dragon, Hierce and beld  Thiz werld will be a better pl:l:t wIZH EVETY tribe
and every zace of (itky things which crawl or fly, cuxl op their iegs or wings ard
die. So on their baads we've sot o price; go, bat the rats sas alice the mice!

(Copyright by George M. Adamu? —WALT MASOE.

The “Christmas Ship”

TO DATE, at lzast 1,000990 men bave Been kifled in batfie, Rave died of

disease in the ficld, or have been wpunded, fn the Eutcpean war. Not
less thizn 500,000 more are iocapacitatel by illness These figames are
believad to be most conservative, evem low. They are bassd on German, Belgian,
and British offical reports, with estimates for the others. German published
casualty listz (killed an¥ wqunded in battle) already number ever 300,000, but

200,000 i taken as the figure for Germany for the basis of this estimate.

Figures of killed and wounded for the other powers engaged ave estimatod as
follows: Russise 190,000, Fremch 170.000, Austrian 150,000, Belgian 30,000, Servian
20,000, English 40,000, total 1,000,000; even this figure does not taks account of

Montenegrin, Greek, Portnguess, Japamese, or Seuth African casualties, whkich,

would add probably another 50,000. Of course it does not take sccopni of the
death, wounding, or illpess of nontomdatsnts on land and sea, due to bombard-
menl, actdent, exposure, starvation, explosion of mmines, etc

The rate of loss in Battle has run right alomg at about 80,000 & week on
the mverage—stmewhat lsss during short periods of Iull, far more daring peviods
of fierosst fighting.

The war has been in progress between 12 and 13 wesks. The cight wesks to
Christmas wi'l add §40,000 more to the casualty Mais of the fighting forces, and
several hundred thousand to the pumber of deaths from illpess, exposure, and
starvation. General szifering among ropcombalants will be berend computation

So by Christmas, the account will read about this way:

Desd g respll af war, combatants, 500.000;

Deadd as result of war, noncombatants, 300,000,

Wennded and sick, combatants, 1,500,000;

Sick apd favalided from exgosure and ctarvation, moncombstzats, 2,000,000

Estimaling about 1 iz & as the matural providers of families, this mesns
1,000,000 families, or say 5,000,000 persons, deprived of means of support and
uiterly destitute as the reszit of the war—oo Christmas day. Add to these 3
Jezst 10,000,000 per=ens driven from their homes or even irom their country, with
their homes and means of Hivelihood desitoy=d. Add to these at jeast 10,000,000
more perscns veduced to the bare pecesmaries of life by the absence of ther
natoral providers at the fromt

Altogether 25,000,000 persons—on Christmas dsy—wko will be lucky fo get
2 crust of bread and 2 bowl of woup or ten. Altogether 25,000,000 persoes angnished
beyond measure by deatk and suifering in the family and by ibe absesce of theic
foved onmes &t the fromt

Of the 25000000, w3y 5000000 sre childres, and 4000000 of the
15,000,000 will be crphans—on Christmas day

t 38 for the 15000000 childres that the “Christmas ship™ is sent.  They will
sot Bave any Christmae otherwize. So the United Siates govemment is sending
a ship of the savy, whick will leave New York Nevember 10 loaded with Christmas
presemis for the chiléren of strickes Earope, ofiertd by the childzen of Americs,
where the blessings ¢l peace and prosperily are ssfure

¥z this nei a besutiful spd wonderful thisg? A Chicagoe newspaper man,
Jamen Kealey, first thought of it, but now the plan has been taken up by every
city and town in the United Stales, thousinds of sewspapers are ferwarding the
movement, and Hterally millions of Christmas presents will fill the ship when it
sails. The Red Cross in sach of the countries will attend to the distribution, and
the ship =ill touch at every purt not biscked by warships, mises, and forte. Tha
“(hristmas ship™ will be wricome everywhere, and it will mot have te be convoyed
by warships to imsure its safety.

S0 the childzen of the Upited Siates will play Santz Claus thizs year to
15,000,000 children in Europe The El Paso Hetald will art as forwaniing agent
for this saction, and undertzks to gel the gifts to New York in time for the skip,
The Herald =ill bear & part of the cost of transportatiom; it seems that the
presents are mot to be cmmmisd free by the railreads and express companies, as
first apnounced, and the cest of shipment will be beavy, but The Herald wiil
assume 3 share of It

The idea is to makes up separate Nttle pacicets of suitable gifts, each packet
to contmin & prinied alip of gresting The packets will be put iz larger boxes
and the boves sent by freight or expyess to the shipside.

Printed slips are now msdy st The Herald offics, and will be given to those
wha spply for them, to be used in the way suggested—a slip in each scparate
packet, and 5 separate packet for each little gift. The slips cootain the gresting
in English, Fresch, and German.

All giite should he in The Hetzld office by the end of this wesk to insure
arriving in time There is no objection te givers forwardiag their boxes dincct
i they s desige: just adfivess *The Christmas Ship, Brookivn N. Y, 39th street
snd Secomd avemue, Bush Terminal Station™ Write on the box, “In case of Red
Cross for distribution iz " (game country fo be sent to if =0 desired). And
also write mame and address of sender.

Gifts of mupey sent to The Hemald office will be used to purchase suitable
presents,

The Hesald suggesis the following as suitable to send: Nots of all kinds,
raizing, figs, dates, prumes, new toys, new smzil articles of clothing or adormment,
ribbons, caps, gloves, dell clothes, marbles, balls, beads, puszles, dolis, toy animals.
Givers are requested to bear in mind that this & not a matter of charity or gepemal
refiaf but strictly & matter of senitment; anything sent should be for the pleasure
o use of the children, parficularly the pleasure

Later, insvitably, the Unitéd States will be called on to send millions of
dslizrs to the war rome for actual relief from starvation and death. But this
“Christmas ship” is for sentiment, an expression by the childres to the children,
of good will, sympathy, and lowe. Of course mothing that is sscond band, soiled,
or broken should be semy, No matter how small the gift, if it be sent in the
right spint.

Remember to wrap each Hifle packet separately, and to encloss a slip with
your same a=d addres, aod 2 printed or written grestiog (The Herald will fumish
them on Tequest) in these words:

Uhrigtmss love and pood =il from vour friends In Americe
W chilsg ¢ Yoo enren Freounden ia Ameriion
Ve dv o]l e 7o amis of Amerigus

14 Years _/Aigo Today
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’ Charge of Hooclgs Texas '
Brigade at the Wilderness

By W. M. COLDWELL, EL PASO, TEXAS
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Carthage

BY GEORGE FITCH,
Author of “At Good Old Sivaalh™
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