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A STRAIGHTFORWARD STATEMENT OF THE CASE OF W. WILSON V8. GER

“lh IT AJAX deiying the lightning, or Falstaff on
parade?™ asked congressman Mondell during the
dehale in the bouse on the president’s position
on the armed passenger ship guestion, and the presi-
dent's letter te senator Stome in which the president
satd, *1 cannot consent to the abridgment of the rights
of Americany in auy mespect.”

The armed merchantman controversy (s nol dead,
in spite of the actien of the senate in tabling senator

Gore's resolutbon of warnimg, The act of the senate
way the act of expediency, mol prmciple, and not
truly veflecting the sentiment of the members, 1t no

doubt seemed to many whe oppossd the presudenl om
principle, that nevertheless with the Uniled States
government in the midst of diplomatic negetialions me
serious, presemt imterference by ctingress would be in-
advisable,

Any day, any hour, the people of the Uniled States
may be called upon to decide the fssue of peace and was
with Germany, or if not war, at least a severance ol
diplomatic relations which would make war vltimately
prokable, Congress may be called upon amy day fo
act upon the main gquestion, and it may nol always be
able to dedge decision by mersly resolving to “stand
by the president.” It is pecessary that every individusl
citiven should inform himself upon the merils of the
controversy, in its Bare esoyentials, snd that every
individual citiren form some definite opinion about it

In the present state of negotislions with Germany,
in view of the prsident's public declarations and the
refusnl of congress, so far, o interfere to (ke extent
of attempting to direct the foreign policy, a crisis
pay atise, and will almost certainly arise, whenever
an American citizem loses his life in a ship of the
alites torpedoed by the central powers. Any British,
French, Italian, Portuguese, Belgian, or Japanese ship
carrying American passengers may be torpedoed any
mipute in the Mediterranean, the Atlantic, or Asiatic
waters; and whether the victim ship be “armed for
defente™ or not, the question of Amenca's attitode will
instantly come to a point.

Very briefly, The Herald will outline the more im-
portant detaily of the controversy as it mow stands
Until the great war broke ouf, the right of a “merchani-
max" or ordinary liner or lramp sleamer carrying
freight and passengers, to carry & ship's gun of several
inches caliber mounted on {he stern, with anmmmunition,

wine
arosy

and irained gunners, in time of peace and im
af war, had never been questioned. The usage
in the davs of privatests, lettern of mamue, and pirates,
Versels so armed “for defensive purposes only" were
not treated as warships, even when entouftered by
an epemy ship in Lime of war, bul &s peaceable traders,
to be taken #s prives, or ie be-boarded and searched
for contrabund, under well established mles of inter-
national law,

The coming of the subpmrine as a formidable wai
wenpon broughf about new conditions; il began to be
realized that armament nominally intended “for de
lensive purposes only™ might ensily be adequate to
sinking a submarine, and might bhe used for effensive
purpeses at sea, Especially mipht this be so with 1he
modern methods of mounting ship's guns, baving a wilde
radiuy of action no maiter wheré mounted.

On September 9, 1914, Grest Britain communicsted
to thiy government its claims ny to its right le arm
merchantmen “for defence Secretary Langing, wnder
date of September 19, 1914, accepied the British view,
and in a published memorandum stated the rules the
United States intended to follow in regard lo armed
merchantmen, For ome thing, guns of nel over 6 inch
ealiber, if “few in number and not mounted on the
forward part of the vessel,” were allowed, snd were nol
to render the ship liable te internnient in a neutral port
as & warship, or to treatmeént as a warship at sea
For this memomandum of September 19, 1914, 7§ mey
be said unresesvedly thal it was in Hne with inter-
national law and usage up to the breaking oul of the
present wWar.

The German povernment, in 8 memorandum (6 HuUr
government, inmmediately protested in vigorots terms
against the Britich policy and agsinst the American
acceptance of that policy in its memorandum of mles
juat mentioned, saving, “This ruling wholly fails to com-
ply with the principies of meutrality,” mnd pointing out
that under medern conditions such guns as formerly
might have been clissed &s “for defensive purposes
only"” now become dangerous offensive weapond

Secretary Lansing revlied that the American posilioan
was strictly in-line with intermational law, but that
nevertheless our government had voluntarily taker
stepy to induce belligereniz to refrain from sending
nrmed merchant ships inlo Americun poris; sints Sep-
tember 10, 1914, he declared, “oo0 mercheant vessels
with armaments have vigited (he ports of the United
Stntes™

Friends of the administration in congress are point-
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ing ouwt that all this cwrmespondeénce was carnied on
and made public while congress was in session and that
no voice of protest raised in the Unitod States,
in or out of wengreds, when the lawiul right of Ametican
citizens 10 travel on armed ships owned by belligetents
was originally declared. Secrétary Bryan's last note
im most vigorous terms, upholding this night, is quoted
now £0 back wp the president's course—the note that
president Wilsan dictated and thal Bryan signed unider
profest, and that was one of the causes of his resignisg
becanse his bearl was not in it

wis

It ix unpecessdry to traverse all the tedious lottes
writing following the sinking of the Ludftania ani olhe
vinsels with the logs of seorer of American lves

Suffice it to say that the United Stales government
continued to upheld Tormally the right of ils citirens O
travel where, when, and how they pleaged, within the
limitations of international law as well unierytiod up
lo August 1, 1214., The Washington government @i ues|
admit in any of these cases that the fact of ihe
wictim ship baving had & gun mounted “for defencs"
could have had any effect to void the rights of American
passengers oft such ship, -

Congressman Mondell, in his speech in congross
agminst the presenl positivn ,of thd administration,
taken in view of the wewly annonunced polisy of the
German government to sisk all belligerant mutehantmen
carrving arme, said:

HTS il s R o tremotulorn
e Loty Amerfeans elght Gy Iy

g sarrmed wlhilge puippeid wn

Loer Nowsndd) « Propostinog o Bavel throngh

of w

W A alidp by expe
in flisht &0 un
hurk. "T'hy

in i cind

iR of s

wh b usder present cotititions, Justiabls

f Y intm In d L, our pedple sRoulil pot
J th es In dpn by ailthg on

v il ot pre=ident prociaim, e ! {
indint. upo Phe right of American eillxzets Lo trivel oo
{Mawiler- Lralns When ar T | yaformed ol faae
fliat . Amu ran . sitleey is whigh slun
E e denied, cortalled, or Thitl ol ga o v

slilp rand bo o Tight, parpomed o . progoosl

Thig Iui sl Lognd Into the L] nek et
il time and under present RN 1 i
wimpellesl e bolieve that the one po -
nglstioE In layine polleley with o nutional
onor or 18 siuposed to embrell e nation in wan™

The position of the opponents of the presidens at
this moment could not be hetter staled.
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to all the helligerent powers on January 18 jusr pa
In this note to all belligezents, the secretdry I
proposed an immediate modification of th

terpatiosal law as applicable to the ¢
submarine warfare and (o Lhe rights ol

e i i
In L

and passenger liners Lo arm “for dofence,”
Ihe secretary of uta adopled i principle linir
wholly, the German puint of vigw as to the Jegal =Catt

+f the sobmarine, and 23 o the
passenger alps L6 arm “for defens
note of January 18, 1916, cur guvernmen! nid
admismons of principle and suggestions of 2
polizy that unquestionably give Germany muc
for the position ahe has taken since The He
quote ouly Lhe two mont mignificant paragraph
substance of whigh Germany now relms to
\'a-.t—;rnragr,:ph;-. which, in cifect, deny 1}"-‘ w
gition the American government had formeriy a sumed
and throw open the minds of our president and 400 e
tary of atate [or the world 1o see within; it 1s l!’“flf}"-i.h]g
10 read these paragraphs withotif being i_mpr.—-:e:?r! with
(he fact that the artitude of our execulive had indesd
changed and had taken a position :I'I!'r‘.r: t diametrically
opposite io {hat 1l_lr1:11'[l;.' BSSUmeEd, In the na!e'ni
January 18, 1916, to all the powers; secmitary Lansing
Aid:

“Ii would therefore appear to be a REASON-
ABLE AND RECIPROCALLY JUST arradgement
it H coudd be agreed by the opposing belligerenta

that merchant vessels of belhgerent nations

ality should he PROHIBITED FROM CARRY-
ING ANY ARMAMENT WHATSOEVER,

#1 should add that MY GOVERNMENT IS

IMPRESSED WITH THE REASONABLENESS
OF THE ARGUMENT that a merchant vessel

carrying an ARMAMENT OF ANY SORT, ia

view of the tharacter ¢f thsa submarine warfare

and ihe DEFENSIVE WEAENESS OF UNDER-

SEA CRAFT, should be held to be an AUXIL-

IARY CRUISER AND SO TREATED BY A NEU.

TRAL as well ap by a belligerent goverament,

and is serisusly considering insiructing its offi-

vials accordingly.”

Take note of the faor” that the paragraphs quoted
abuve deny in principle the whole porition the Uniled
States had assumed therefofore in tegard to armed
merchanimen: and furthermore, that SECRETARY
LANSING IN THIS NOTE STATES THE CASE FOR
THE GERMANS AS WELL AS THEY COULD STATE
IT THEMSELVES.

MANY

(BY H.D.5.)
vace seized upon this
new sobmarine policy,
proclamation declaring

The German govermment af
note as foll justification for its
and spon afterwards ijssued itw
its intentign, after Febroary 29, to mink without wam-
ing every armed merchantiman under an esemy flag.

In principle, the new German submarine policy and
secrelary Lansings mote of Jamusry 18, 1916, are
clouely in accerd. The German government was shrewd
enough to sce the significance of the admissions in
Ihe Lansing nole, and now says that it accepled the
Lanzing siews of January 18, 1916, ae intended to
express the futare attitude of the Amesican gevern-
ment tosrard the allies as well as the cantral
The nofe of January 18, 1918, is beld by the German
governmenl to be justification esough for it mew
submarine policy

PRESIDENT WILSON NOw, BY HIS PRESENT
ATITITUDE, IS EXPRESSLY AND DIRECTLY VI0-
LATING THE PRINCIPLE OF THE LANSING NOTE
OF JANUARY 18 LAST. It is perfectly true that the
Lansing mote wan not law, and that it was not intended
to be a positive announcement of n new American policy.
It is perfectly true that the prosident is still in mecord
with the letter of intsrnational law as it sxisted up (o
the beginning of this war. But it ix slso trus that the
secretary of slate hes given Germany all the argument
the needs (o combat the president in the exchange of
notes svon to be resumed,

So fas, none of Lhe allies has even acknowledged
receipt of Lhe Lanving note of January 18, with the
exception of Italy which declines (o accept the proposed
new wule. But all the allies, it is well known, have
declined to disarm their ships, With the lexception of
Italy, they ere not sending armed merchant ships to
American ports, but they ars arming them at Gibraltar
or elsewhers outside *sur jurisdiction.

The test will come when a German or Austrian sub-
marine sinks an armed merchantman with the losa
of American life—ii may be in the Mediterranean or
in the open sea. In view of gecretary Lansing's broad
congesyions of principle in the above quoted paragraphs,
it is hard to see how the president can expect the
country to bactk him up in case he decides to breaik
with Germany over siuch an ael, even though such an
attack Be technically lawless. Secretary Lansing has
quite adequately stated the cise in defence of Germany,
and his letier eannot be repealed, however embarrassing
it may prove Lo the white house.
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