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A STRAIGHTFORWARD STATEMENT OF THE CASE OF W. WILSON VS. GERMANY

"I
S IT ATAX defying the lightning, or Fautaff on

parade?" aiked congressman Mondcll during the
debate in the house on the president's position

on the armed passenger ship question, and the presi-

dent's letter to senator Stone in which the president

aid, "I cannot consent to the abridgment of the rights
of Americans in any respect."

The armed merchantman controversy is not dead,
in spite of the action of the senate in tabling senator
Gore's resolution of warning. The act of the senate
was the act of expediency, not principle, and not
truly reflecting the sentiment of the members. It no

doubt seemed to many who opposed the president on
principle, that nevertheless with the United States
government in the midst of diplomatic negotiations so
serious, present interference by congress would be in-

advisable.
Any day, any hour, the people of the United States

may be called upon, to decide the issue of peace and war
with Germany, or if not war, at least a severance of
diplomatic relations which would make war ultimately
probable. Congress may be called upon any day to
act upon the main question, and it may not always be
able to dodge decision by merely resolving to "stand
by the president." It is necessary that every individual
citizen should inform himself upon the merits of the
controversy, in its bare essentials, and that every
individual citizen form some definite opinion about it.

In the present state of negotiations with Germany,
in view of the president's public declarations and the
refusal of congress, so far, to interfere to the extent
of attempting to direct the foreign policy, a crisis
may arise, and will almost certainly arise, whenever
an American citizen loses his life in a ship of the
allies torpedoed by the central powers. Any British,
French, Italian, Portuguese, Belgian, or Japanese ship
carrying American passengers may be torpedoed any
minute in the Mediterranean, the Atlantic, or Asiatic
waters; and whether the victim ship be "armed for
defence" or not, the question of America's attitude will
instantly come to a point.

Very briefly. The Herald will outline the more im-
portant details of the controversy as it now stands.
Until the great war broke out, the right of a "merchant-
man" or ordinary liner or tramp steamer carrying
freight and passengers, to carry a ship's gun of several
inches caliber mounted on the stern, with ammunition,
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and trained gunners, in time of peace and in time
of war, had never been The usage arose
in the days of privateers, letters of marque, and pirates.
Vessels so armed "for defensive purposes only" were
not treated as warships, even when encountered by
an enemy ship in time of war, but peaceable traders,
to be taken prizes, or to and searched
for contraband, under well established rules of inter-
national law.

The coming of the submarine as a formidable war
weapon broughf about new conditions; it began to be
realized that armament nominally intended "for de-

fensive purposes only" might easily be adequate to
sinking a submarine, and might be used for offensive
purposes at sea. Especially might this be so with the
modern methods of mounting ship's guns, having a wide"
radius of action no matter where mounted.

On September 9, 1914, Great Britain communicated
to this government its claims as to its right to arm
merchantmen "for defence." Secretary Lansing, under
date of September 19, 1914, accepted the British view,
and in a published memorandum stated the rules the
United States intended to follow ic regard to armed
merchantmen. For one thing, guns of not over 6 inch
caliber, if "few in number and not mounted on the
forward part of the vessel," were allowed, and were not
to render the ship liable to internment in a neutral port

a warship, or to treatment as a warship at sea.
For this memorandum of 19, 1914,it may
be said unreservedly that it was in line with inter-
national law and usage up to the breaking oat of the
present war.

The German in a memorandum to dur
government, immediately protested in vigorous terms
against the British policy and against the American
acceptance of that policy in its memorandum of rules
just mentioned, saying, "This ruling wholly fails to com-
ply with the principles of neutrality," anu pointing out
that under modern conditions such guns as formerly
might have been classed as "for defensive purposes
only" now become dangerous offensive weapons.

Secretary Lansing replied that the American position
was strictly in line with international law, but that
nevertheless our had taken
steps to induce to refrain from sending
armed merchant ships into American ports; since Sep-
tember 10, 1914,. he declared, "no merchant vessels
with, armaments have visited the ports of the United
States."
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ing out that all this correspondence was carried on
and made public while congress was in session and that
no voice of protest was raised in the United States,
in or out of congress, when the lawful right of American
citizens to travel on armed ships owned by belligerents
was originally declared. Secretary Bryan's last note,

, in most vigorous terms, upholding this right, is quoted
now to back up the president's course the note that
president Wilson dictated and that Bryan signed undel
protest, and that was one of the causes of his resigning
because his heart was not in it.

It is unnecessary to traverse all the tedious letter-writin-

following the sinking of the Luania and otLei
vessels with the loss of scores of American lives.
Suffice it to say that the United States government
continued to uphold formally the right of its citizens to
travel where, when, and how they pleased, within thi
limitations of international law as well undcrstcod up
to August 1, 1914.. The Washington government ii". not
admit in any of these cases that the fact of the
victim ship having had a gun mounted "for defence"
could have had any effect to void the rights of American
passengers on such ship. t , '

Congressman Mondell, in his speech in congress
against the present position iof the administration,
taken in view of the newly announced policy of the
German government to sink all belligerent merchantmen
carrying arms, said:

"When anil how did it become so tremendoiiblt
sacred and important an American right to be privi-
leged to ride on an armed ahiii, equipped and intended
or hostilities, proposing to travel through a hostile

zono in time of war? Sueh a ship Is expected to fight
It proposes to fight, and In a fight of any kind at sea
someone is sure to get hurt. The arming of merchant-
men is not, under present conditions, Justifiable, and
if anyone persists In doing It, our people should not
place- themselves in danger by sailing on such ships
Why does not our president proclaim, defend, and
insist upon the right of American citizens to travel on
powder trains? When anone fully informed contend?
that an American citizen lias a right whiyh should
not be denied, curtailed, or abridge?!, to travel on a
ship armed to fight, purposed to fight proposing to
fight, and bound Into the regions of war. at thepresent time and under present conditions, I am
compelled to believe that the one so proposing and
insisting Is either playing politics with the national
honor or is disposed to embroil the nation in war."

The position of the opponents of the president at
this moment could not be better stated.

The Washington government has serioulv weakened
its position by reason of a communication addressed
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to all the belligerent powers on January 18 just past.
In this note to all belligerents, the secretary of state
proposed an immediate modification of th rules of in- -'

ternational law as applicable to the newly developed

submarine warfare and to the rights of merchant sn.ps

and passenger liners to arm "for defence." In this note,

the secretary of state adopted in principle almost
wholly, the German point of view as to the legal status
of the submarine, and as to the right of freight and
passenger ships to arm "for defence." In the Lansing
note of January 18, 1916, our government makes certa.n
admissions of principle and suggestions of a change of
policy that unquestionably give Germany much warrant
for the position she has taken since. The Herald will
quote only the two most significant .paragraphs, on the
substance of. which Germany now relies to uphold her
case paragraphs which, in effect, deny the whole po-

sition the American government had formerly assumed
and throw open the minds of our president and secre-

tary of state for the world to see within; it is impossible
to read these paragraphs without with
the fact that the attitude of our executive had indeed

changed and had taken a position almost diametrically
opposite to that formerly assumed. In the note of

January 18, 1916, to all the powers, secretary Lansing
said:

"It would therefore appear to be a REASON-
ABLE AND RECIPROCALLY JUST arrangement
if it could be agreed by the opposing belligerents

that merchant vessels of belligerent nation-
ality should be PROHIBITED FROM CARRY-
ING ANY ARMAMENT WHATSOEVER.

"I should add that MY GOVERNMENT IS
IMPRESSED WITH THE REASONABLENESS
OF THE ARGUMENT that a merchant vessel- -

carrying an ARMAMENT OF ANY SORT, in'
view of the character of the submarine warfare
and the DEFENSIVE WEAKNESS OF UNDER-
SEA CRAFT, should be held to be an AUXIL-
IARY CRUISER AND SO TREATED BY A NEU-

TRAL as well as by a belligerent government,
and is seriously considering instructing its offi-

cials accordingly."
Take note of the facfthat the paragraphs quoted

above deny in principle the whole position the United
States had assumed theretofore in regard to armed
merchantmen; and furthermore, that SECRETARY
LANSING IN THIS NOTE STATES THE CASE FOR
THE GERMANS AS WELL AS THEY COULD STATE
IT THEMSELVES.
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The government once seized upon this

note full for its new submarine
and soon afterwards its declaring
its intention, after February 29, to sink without warn-
ing every armed merchantman under enemy flag.

In principle, the German submarine policy and
secretary Lansing's note of January 18, 1916, are

accord. The German government was shrewd
enough to see the significance of the admissions in
the Lansing note, and now say's that the
Lansing views January 18, 1916, to
express the future of the American govern-
ment toward the allies well as the central
The note, of January 18, 1916, is held by the
government to be for its new
submarine policy.

PRESIDENT NOW, BY HIS PRESENT
IS EXPRESSLY AND DIRECTLY VIO-

LATING OF THE LANSING NOTE
OF JANUARY 18 LAST. It perfectly true that the
Lansing note was not law, and that was not
to be positive announcement of a new
It perfectly true the. president still accord
with the letter of international law it existed up to
the beginning of this war. But it is also true that the
secretary state has given Germany all the argument
she needs to combat the president in the exchange of
notes soon to be

So none of the allies has even
of the Lansing note January 18, with the

exception of Italy which declines to the proposed
new rule. But all the allies, is well have

to their ships. With the 'exception of
Italy, they are not sending, armed ships to
American ports, but they are arming them

outsideour jurisdiction.
The test will come when a German or Austrian ,

marine sinks an armed merchantman the loss
American life may be in the or

in the sea. In of secretary Lansing's broad
concessions principle in the above quoted paragraphs,

is to see how the president can expect the
to him in he to break:

Germany over such act, even though such an
attack t(e lawless. Secretary Lansing has
quite stated the case in defence Germany,
and his letter cannot be repealed, however
it may prove to the white house.
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P. Jackson, superintendent of the city
waterworks. "With the packing houses
added to our other Industries, our min-
ing and agricultural interests, we would
take on a growth that would startle the
country. We expect, of course, to grt
packing houses, so that our future is
assured."

"With the completion of the fourth
new welL now being sunk at the mesa
pumping station. El Paso will have a
suppl of water in excess of present
needs," said alderman J. P. O'Connor
"We have decided not to sink any more
wells at present, knowing that our
greatest needs will be more than sup-
plied with the wells now down. TK
new wells are large producers and thewater is absolutely pure."
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