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REPOR™ ‘ON RIO GRANDE PROJECT CONTAINS SOME IMPORTANT SUGGES

0 FULL of material for doep thought i the report
of the comtral board of cost feview of the
teclamation service 10 lhe pecretary of the 1n-

terier, relating to the Ris Grande project, that the
report sheuld he read through several times by every
El Pascan and tesident of the walley, whether directls
lugerested in lund ewpership and agricollure or nal
The document 15 of important bistoricsl interent in the
development of the project, and of wvital importance
to the present apd infure upee apd development ol eur
agricultural resonrces in (hik walley,

The report is signed by Dr, Elwopd Mead, a man
ul interpational reputatinn as an experd in armgstion
piactice, rural settlement, wrigalicn law, and ke
timancing and mansgement of coletization projects; by
Gon. W, L. Marshall, U, S. A retired, formerly chiel of
engineers; and by I D, ODoennell, irrigation expert
in the reclamation onmmistion. [t takes tip in detail
the majority and minority reports of the Rio Granie
project local cost review board, Jimcusses the points
made in oach, and goes beyond those repatis with
certain very interesting and important recommenda-
tlons that the central beard makes uwpon its own Tv
sponpibility after permomal mvestigation of coodilions
un the project

"There is nothing in Lhe evider sayy the report ol
the central board, “1o show that in the carrving out of
this project there han been either disbomesty, careliss
vesy, or wuch mistakes in plant or in administration as
would justily a departure from the principles of the
teclamation wet, which requires the full payment of
project ceate™

A recommendation that should atdranl the earnes!
sttention of locsl bankers, as well as land owners, and
that i» worth careful study as pousibly indicating the
best way to bring abomt the early soliling up and

propes development of the valley lands, 15 the suggestion
that the government putchase the unused lands and
settle them up “under a system of orgamized aid and
direction, such as exists in Australia, giving the seftlera
Tong time and low rales of interest in paying for land
If this were done,” the repori concludes, *seitiement
would be immediate; there would be no quention os
to the prosperity of industrious setiiers, or the in
Zbility e repay project costs, and it would give op
puriunities to ambitions, industvious families of seall
capital that are now practically denjed them."

It wight be added that such a plan would quickly
Hquidate a tot of bank and trust company capital now
tied up in loany on unused lands, and a Jot of private
capital vepresented by unuzed lands held in private
ownerghip by men waiting simply for speculative prefils
to accrue from the effects of development work ac-
comiplished by eothers. It would enable several thousand
families to establish their homes in the valler and to
pav their way. The nel result would be the immediste
and substantial profit and prosperity «f the many
an contrasted 1o the deferred speculative gaing of a
few, smch as ave hoped for under the present Iack
of imlelligent wystem.

The analysis of the Rio Grande valley land and
fapm gituation as made in the report is so searching
and informing, that every El Paso business man should
earsfylly study the repori, as a necessary part of hi
odneation. In very many malters of important detail
the report of the central board follows lines preciely
in accord with the views of The Herald expressed hun
dreds of times in the paxt, both ay to opinions and ax
fo interpreiations of facte.

Generally speaking, the fimal report of the ceniral
beard bears out in every essentisl particular the views
expressed by The Herald at the time the local cost
revieve board mel in El Pago—views which were no!
very kindly received in some guariers, by individuals o

-

El Pazo and Las Cruces for instance whe thonght some-
body had stepped on (heir toes :

The logic of the report of the centril board, in most
of its conchusions, i 1ls own defence; it is irresistible
The facts cited in the report are known to every intelli-
genl observer in thin valley, though some intelligent
chservers may mnot be willing to admit publicly what
they know and see to he true. If is mot hard to under-
stand why lawyers employad Lo fight on one side of
case do not care to admit that the other side has any
ground to stand on. But that ia no reason why ordimary
citinens, inlerested or disinterested, should blind them-
stlves to facts

Among the conciexions reached by the ceniral board
are:

That the whole project cost should be chasged againat
the lund, and that $50 an acre will probably cover
thig cost;

That some “overbead" costs in the Washington
office may justly be elimingied, but that the aggregate
is too small (o have any praciical bearing on the suc-
cess or failure of the wiater user;

Jhat one small item gmounting to 10c an acre,
should be eliminated from the cost chargeable to the
land, and that 49 other claims for elimination, aggre-
gating nearly $900,000, should be Qizaliowed;

Thal there i= nothing in the delays before and
during construction, to justify asy rebate upon the
chargeabls cost of the project;

That the share already paid by the nafional gov-
ernment ot behalf of Mexico jo adequate, even liberal,
measured by the share that Mexican lands will have
in the actual divislom of the stored water:

That draipage investigations and construction be
suspended, and not resumed umtil a complete plan can
be agreed on between the government, the water users'
asnotiations, and the individual land owners; Lhat
drainage should be assessed against (he districts or lands

benefited, and oot against the whole project; that drawn
age, when financed, should be izemied 3= a separate
commercial tramnaction and a low tate of interest
charged on the cost thereof;

That “lhe value of irrigation In this valley in such
as to make water worth all it costs, and that the entire
building charge should be yepaid™,

That “certain facts™ Lo which the r=port calls at-
tention, “have meres bearing on devalopment than
project cosis™;

That “if land =nd waler are used az they should
be, there will be mo difficulty n payiog full project
coats on any part of the area mow under cultivation™;

That te ignote the benefits that landewners have
enjoyed by reasen of incressed values since the projent
was started, would be “unfair to both the government
and the public,” especially since these increases “have
in many instagces been double Lhe amount of the project
conts™;

That “the greater part of the lands under the project
are sxcess lands that must be sold; much of this land
was nof bought for (he purpese of malking homes, but
for the puspene of reselfing ¥t at & prefit. The prices
are so far above the original cost as to make thia a
sericus abstacle to development—more seriona than
project costs™;

Tha! “if tha project cos! be reduced sow, the benefits
will not go to the settler, but will be appropriated by
the =peculative owner."

The report recommends a thorough study of the
relative value ol different tracts of land and relative
cost to bring them into cultivation, so that prospective
seitlers may be fully infermed by the government as to
costs of preparation, and agricultura] values

The teport as a whole is esseatially optimistic, and
wholly favorable te the Rio Grande project and fo
the aplendid agricultural promise of the region, [is
suggestions are worth careful study.
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HERE'S nothing more pleasant than paying your bills, than paying your bills
at the time when they're due; it sends through veur heart most enjoyuble
 thrills, to kmow that there’s nothing charged up agsinat yen. You're
making the wheels of your village go round, you're giving the workers the best
kind of aid, whes you dig from wour wallet ihe shilling and pound, and pay T
[ ¥our bills in the palacs of trade,
gloe, you're bidding the banier to weep never more you're hanging new wrealhs
on your lamily tree, when you pay up your bills at the dofunny store. Thar
man i4 a bindrance apd hurt to his lown, 2 brake on the wheels of his own
neighborhood, whe wviews the callector with withering frown, who doesn™t pay
up when the paying i goed.
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H. D, Slater, editor and controliiog onwner, has direcied The Hernld for 18 years|
. C Wikmarth is Manoger and G. A Mortis Is News Editor

MEMBER

ASSOCTATED PRESS,
ASSOUIATION,

AMERICAN NEWSPAPYR PURLISHIERS

AND AUIMT BUREAU OF CIRCULATIONS,

in March, 1881

Grapkie, Tho Bun

AN INDEPENDENT DAILY NEWSPAPER—The El Puno Hersld was established
The El Paso MHerald Includes alwo. ty absorption and suc-
fmagion, The Dally News, The Telegiaph, The Telagram, The Tribune, The
The Advertisor, The Indepandent, The Joumal The Re-
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