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OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC SPIRITED CITIZENS TO START SOMETHING G

received from a citicen, the Field Natural Hise
tory museum. Such a museum helps fo develop
the self-consciounmess of a city or of a region; it helps
16 imterpret the spirit of a place 1o the people who live
there and to those who come as visitors. A museum
is #mr moza important, as a municipal institution, to »
amall city than to a big ope. The musesm in 2 smail
city enlists the more vital onal interest of the
average citizem. It attracts gifts of individual exkibits
and whele collections from loyal citizens and from
visitors. It stimulates all who enter itx doors, to a
keener interest in the facts of life in all the phases
that go to make wp & modern civilised community. It
attracts attention to a city’s and a region's resources
schievements, and ideals. It centralises, in a very direct
afd certain way, the self-pride of a community thai,
callectively, expresses the character and the ambitions
of the people. 1t makes history and tradition real; it
aronses in young folk a desire to know more abuut
the way the world is made, and ahout the peoplo
im it; it helps to lower the barriers that divide peoples,
races, and nations, and to emphasize likeness radher
than unlikeness
El Pare ought to start s museum, even if in a
small way at first. If the block of ground lying just
nurth of the mew bigh school could be acquired fur the
city, there would be room there, on the hillside withou!
interfering with plans for an outdoor swimming pool
ar a Greek thestsr or a public playground, to erect
2 guitable fireproei bullding for a museum. It could
be so arranged ss to be entered either from the top
of the mess or from balow, If the city were in positioo
to provide the gite, it is altogether probable that one
or more welltodo and public spiriled citizens would

CE[CAGO couniy ap one of her richest gifis ever

of an impertant public museum. Obher citizess would
supply exhibits, and powsibly spdowment funda. The
city itseli should of course maintain the museum oo
the wame basix as the public librury.

The exhibity in such a public museum wounld grow

* rapidly. The building should be iarge emcugh at the
starl te provide for extemsivg exhidits, for the imme.
diste response to the call for exhibits would be sur-
prising to some folk who have not gives thought to the
matter, As a matter of fact, there are alresdy in El
Paso today, in private ownership snd in private homes,
many very valuable and interesting collections that
would almost certainly be given or loaned to the public
museum if there were a fireproof building to houss
them, in chatge of competent curaters, and safeguarded
from thieves.

It would be easy to get together some vorf wonder-
ful collections of aborigioal Temains of thia region—the
‘liff dwellers, and Indians of the pieblos and the plains;
Kl Pasoans have in their pessession hundicds of speci-
menp: of ancienl pottery, fabrics, weapons, etc. [Indian
relics of more recent times are plemtiful here, but they
sre scatfered in hundreds of bomes. It would be easy
to collect a vast amount of civil war material, much
of it of very great value. And tho relics of our pioneer
days, the days of the pathfinders and trailmakers, are
many, and easily to be had, if there were a plice to
put them and show them. It Is unpecessary to go inte
details nuw about this, for every feader will Lhink te
himself of something of his own, or semething he has
seen in g private home here, that world make & real
addition to the musenm collection,

Paintings, photographs, engravings, colored prints,
and drawings would come in-readily. OIld books: and
ne@spapers would flow in, together with diaties, jour-
nals, sutographs, old letters, descriptive notebooks,
pustage stamps, coins, flags, medsls, ete. To get to-
gether a large and interesting collection of such things

means nothing more than 3 suilable and safe place and
a competent directer of curater.

There are peopls here who have interesting collec-
tions of European, Filipino, Chinese, and Alaskan ob-
jects of art and historical and ethuolegical interest.
Others have relics of American colonial days; and so on

But perhaps most important of M, in the public
service and educatiomal functiong of such a museum,
would be collections to illustrate the natural festures
of the southwest as it is today. There would be, in
time, complete collections, scientifically arranged and
described, of rocks and minerals, including metallic ores
and nonmetailic minerals of ecomomic impurtance; of
fosails (all the mountains of this region abound in
them, of great variety and scientific interzst); of the
animals and reptiles of the region; of moths and bdutter-
flies and insects; of birds of myriad kinds, whoss
habitat is in the mountuins and plaing and valleys of
the southwest—water birds, game birds, song birds,
birds that are of use to the farmer or harmful to him,
birds of beauiy and destructive birds, all mounted and
described by lnbel and catalogs of the flowers of the
southwest, numbering aome known ppecies, vary-
ing from semitropical to Alpine or Boreal, and from the
familiar growth of rainless deserts to the delicate blos-
soms along the line of perpetual snow; of the grasses,
thousands of varieties, all interesting, some rcommer-
cially valuable; of the trees and shrubs, hundreda of
sarietien; of the “tame” crops of the farmer, his grains
and fruits and vegeiables, all suitably labeled and
scientifically grouped. ;

Such & miuseum with its extemaive exhibits would
really cost very little to fumish or to maintain, and
it would astonish El Paso and all her visitors, with the
riches, the beatty, the interest, of this region. It would
present ope amating composite picture; belping to ex-
plain the great and permasent charm of this soutb-
weatern land.

(BY H.D.S.)

I Have You \"oted?

Voling is now in progress for the University Schalaz-
ship club. There aze two boy contestants and two girls;
thers will be 2 scholarship of $300 availablc for ome boy
and one for a girl, Membership in the club costs $1; men
vote for a boy candidate, women vote ior & girl candi-
date. ‘The system is such that the winner must win
on shesr merit. No person is permitted to cast mare
than ope vote in the ele¢tion, thus insuring & perfectly
fair and free choice.

All the contestanty carry the forma! recommenda
tion and support of the school authorities and of the
poard of directors of the University Sche ip club,
All are deserving, ambitious, and capable of getting the
most good out of a college course. Men and womsen
of E! Paso are urged to join the club, pay the §1 annual
fee, and cast a vote; the money all goes 1o furnish
scholarships to students, or fo make up a Joan fund
which is made available to others not in (he scholarship
contest but no less deserving.

The extent of the service to be rendered by the ¢lub
depends entirely om the number of members whe pay
their apaual dues; and on the incrécse of funds denated
or loaned for the use of he students. This iz the fifth
year of the club, and nearly a score of boys and girls
have alresdy been aided to goin the benefis of “ﬁ:.e
work. If more funds were made availabls, ‘Wlliy
in the permanent endowment, many more El Paso boys
and girls might share ia the benefits of (he scholar-
ships and loans; it would be possible lo extend aid
beyond the frechman year, for ove thing. Tha dirsctors
of the club greatly desire to encourage boys and giris
to remsin in college, and not to gel the sufion that
they have “finished" when they have spant one yes:
in college,

LShort Snatches From Everywhere

A man full of wods lx marely too full for aile’nnoe.
—IMsuret Newe

The almighly dollar covers a
transactionn—Los Angeles Tribune
rinek 1o complnin that Tirpits wisn supk
without warnlig —New York Wuorld

Yilla's thigh i= wounded, lo suy nothing.of his
feslingn —firand Raplds (Mich) News

Gurinsny finds 1t hard 10 discover what confress i
driving at Ho (oos evervbody else—Chicagy Da
Newn,

Wa llon't want tha hyphen in Americ. beta. Gash
n Mesxico i just abtout risht—FPniladelphy North
Amorican

SBomebody has suggested Mr. Ford for th presi-
dency. Is thore no stoppjpie thene Ford iohes—Nash-
ville 2outharn Lumbernunt

A writer sy New York
T It =wa mt bt inteniperatse,
of & lag b ennone—TWtrolt Fres Fross

Worst thing about kKillng time I8 that mof every-
Linly wrnls to o Into some other {ellow's gme pre-
serve 1o do it—Philadelptia Telegraph.

If & dusty strear and its stored-up potentiaties of
sneesen in & cavsn af protest, o clean strediphould
fnapire n soang of jor—Baitls Cresic (Mfich) Bwa

Germany's declaration of wuar on Portug finde
e latter With a largs stoock of Giscman lll‘“i'ﬂ hand
o he ustd an targets for the submurines—"hicage
Hernld

The map-makers cortainly are a luoky hak, Just
wheni they've covered all the Huropeas: fie, aleng
comes u popular demand for maps of Maxies—Plilla-
delpnin North Amerian

The hHouwe baving authorized an inereeypd 20000
in the army, all that s necessary now Tta find
20,000 men willing to give up wagea of §&, day for
$16 per month,—Boston Transeript.
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arrange to erect a fireproof building as the first umit

Banana Slippery Fruit Picked Wl'len*Green
Is Shipped From Tmpics With Clothes On

sy HOWARD L. RANN, !
|
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ABE MARTIN |
El Pasoans Show They Like Clean Amusenents
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She Goes To the Social and Makes Up With Ruth.

(Copreight 1314 Star Compasny) Ruth Explaias. 1
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