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NOT SO

NE eificial publication of the city erdinance covering
O the proposed sinking of the railrosd tracks in the
heart of the city bhas been made. It is probable that
vy few citizens took the trouble
erdinance, apd that very few citizens have

to read through the jong
more than the
vaguest jdes of what it containe

Two scparate elections muet be called to asceriain the
will of the peopie before the purpose of the ordinance can
be carried out. The ardinance itsel does not have to be
paszed on by the people, and the people have mo voice in
the matter directly, the coumcil haviog acted within itz
nghts and within its lawfgl discretion. But the whole
ordinance becomes void by its own terms if the people vole
against closing the public street crossing now existing at
Main snd Durange streets over the G. H. & 8 A and the
E.P. &S W.izilroads. And bonds must be voted in order
to enable the cty to carry out its contract by iastalling
storm waler . sewers the protection of the proposed
depressed tracks in the open suhway from flooding

Seldom bas & matter of such tremendous importance
been brought beiore the pecple of El Pase for their decision
Action faken now will sffect the present comfioert and com-
wenience of the people, but even more vital will be the
effect of the action mow taken om the comfert and com-
vemience of the El Paso of the future—upon the develop-
ment of the city during the sext generation or two, per-
Raps for & ceatury. Even the squirrels “take thought for
the morrow” and look ahead with marvelous foresight, as
do the bdirds and many of the wild beasts. The average
human does not concern himself very much about posterity,
or even sbout kis own affairs of a few years in the future
He i= prone to lvok at things as af g Bim only in this
moment—which is already past as we write But some-
body has to be looking abead all the tims, or there could
B oo rational pregress .

In the ordinance—whick already bas the force of law
conditioned ouly on the action of the people in closing the
street crossing and veoting bonds as above explained—there
are two paragraphs which should be carefully stodicd. They
appear to comstitute g complete abdication of public rights
whichk The Herald deems it vital to retain in the hands of
the people; or if it be deemed sdvisable or necessary to
abdicate them in part at this time, certain gspecific-vights
shonld be specifically retained, as The Herald purposes tp
indicate.

The paragraphs to which reference has been made
are numbers 11 and 13, which read a= follows (the portiom
omitted and indicated by a dotied Line does not afiect the
purport of the portions reprinted here, bat covers a dif-
ferent topic)

“Section

for

just

When the said Railrvad Company
bas commpleted the work required to be dome under
this ordimance, them and thereupon the several
erdinances of the City of Bl Paso, mow m effect or
bereafter passed relafing to the speed of railroad
engines, cars or trains and the necessity of ninging
of locomtive bells, tha blowing of locomotive whistles,
the stopping or switchimg of trains, the lemgih of
trains, ar the meintemance of gates or flagmen or
watchmen &t street crossings shall cease to be
spplicable to (he part of s2id mtiroad so depressed.

“Sectivm 13, Afler the depression of said tracks
as berein provided the said Railroad Company's oper-
atign of its engioes, cars and trains over, through and
spon the same [shall] be under and in accordance
with its own rules and regulstions and without inter-
ference by the City by any ordinances, rules or regu-
ks ioms, save snd except reasonable regulationc for
zhatemen! of ouisances, . .

“And said City shall not have the power and
bereby guarantees that it will oot at any time require
szid El Py & Southwestern Railroad Company to
sbenidon the nse of sgid tracks or remove them to any
other place or cover said open subway, excepl as
above provided, or pass any ordinmance repealing this
erdinsnce or sny part ¢f the same or which conflicts
with the same er any part thereof, or iz more bur-
densome upon said Railroad Company than the pro-
hereef or that requires said Railrvad Com-

L= ]

pany to do anything further with reference to that
pari of its track so depressed than is required
Berehy.”

Tha phrase “except as above provided" in the last para-
graph just quotad refers onmly to the bridges or sireet via-
ducts Tequired at ceriain streets—North Santa Fe to North

Camphell inclusive—aon of near the present grade Jevel
Perbaps the meyor and council who eaacted this
ofdinance (the city adminigtration which retired from

office & few wesks ago) lay grest store by the phrase in
the sicond pazagraph above quoted, “save and except
reasonable reguistions for sbatement of nuisances.™ Any-
bolly who has ever tried to abate nuisances by reguistions,
reasonsble or unressomable, knows how far the propie of
E! Pase would get under this ordinasce in case of need.
That i« no protection to the people at all

If the paragraphs quoted had beem 30 worded as specifi-
cally to bar the city from ever requiring the substitution of |
electric traction throogh the subway in place of coal and|
@il burgpers, they could mot more effectually have tied the
city’s hands.

Eiectnic traction, in future or immedintely—that should
be provided in the ordinance for immediste adoption or the!
right te require it in Future after some fixed period shonld |
be specifically reserved.

Under the opdinance a= now written, the destructive
smudge of poft coal smoke, the choking and sickeming wil |
fumes, and dasger of live sparks could go right on forever
undindered; excessive bBlowing of whisties, the roar of blow-
ieg off while awaziting a block sigmal, couid not be inter-
fered with, except under the “abatement of mpizances™
clagne to which Httie weight is to be attached in this
instance, as everybody knows without argument.

There is reason to belisve that (ke railroads had tenta-
tively agreed between themselves that the best solution
would be 2 coversd subway with electric traction. Electric
traction cerieinly entersd into thelr consideration and was
probably regarded by them as inevitable—auntil they met
the council. They gave op the idea of roefing the subway,
and that in itzelf is mot important inasmuch as the subway |
iz to be on private rightofway *hmngh the middie of the|
Blocks and mot in a public streel. Bat

chutkled with glee when they goi their erdinance through
ia such shepe that the city wonld be forever barred from

requiring that electric traction be¢ wmsed through the heart)

of the city to do away with the smoks, fumes, and spark

Buisance.
city is FOREVER BARRED. The

Kote that the
wrlinaoce has no time limit whatever. The state cpnstitn-

tion says: “Perpetuities an. moncpolits are contlary to
the geniny of & free goveroment, and shall never be
sllowed™ What is this but a perpetmity? |

i looks as #f the paragraphs quoted had been, drawn|
with fhé particular purpose m parring the city from ever
requiring electyic traction through the subway. Read very
carefilly once more the thitd parsgraph quoted above.
Evidently the _pilroada were not asleep.

Three railroads, or five conunting the east znd west sys-|
tems ay two each will use the subway, iz a few years, |
with the steadily increasing traffic, there will be freight
treins passing almost comstantly—night and day with caly|

RAILROAD SUBWAY QUESTION | erres
SIMPLE AS IT SEEMS!

directly against its pocketbook. The Herald has about 150 Yon find the tralts yom hated really oty S E vhile hs has
| feet of frootage on Main street which the G. H. & 8. A don't mmoant (o much. - mng il he mumps
—_-I',-l_l:ar A. Gaest, - 5 =

it ts prohable that |
the tailrcad presidents and managers, and their attorneys,|
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a few minutes beadway., Recall that every bit of trams-
continental freight throogh £1 Paso both wayz will use|
these tracks; that excepting for the Santa Fe's traffic,
every bit of freight transshipped between Mexico and the
west will use these tracks: that every-pound of freight fer
Aritons and seuthern New Mexico, and originating there for
the east, incinding the vast traffic with the mines, will
pass over these tracks, and all Califormia freight for El
rase territory: leave the passemger trains whelly out of
aceount, and you can get some idea of what this buge tiaffic

will amount (0 a few years from mow.
With electric tractien in a subway, the nuisance of such
heavy traffic in the city would be largely done away wi%

With seft coal and oil burning steam locomotives, it will
become almeost intelerable. The fummels of the locomaotives
will be just below the level of the street surface. The -
neighborhood ought to be as jovoms ms sitting on the top|
of the smokestack of the El Paso Ice company or the
Sheldon kotel ©il fumes that sometimes fill San Jacinto
plaza now =o as almost to choke people, will not
disagreeable becanse they are blown directly under people’s|
DUSEs.

Uniess the railroads will agzee to adopt electric tzactiom|
within a reasonable numi_r of years, all freight traffic
should be sent around the southern part of the cty, even|
if passsnger traffic be allowed to use the surface on the
present E. P. & S. W. rightofway after consolidating track- |
age with the G. H. & S A and abandeming, or parily|’
abandoning as the present ordinance provides, the use of
Mazin street for rail tralfic. The railroads Rave got so far
together, there ought to be little difficulty in working out
sn even better plan. -

The new ordinance under discussion provides for the
closing of a very importast crossing, the caly one west of
Santa Fe sirest, that at Durango and Main streets This
closing would cut off from direct conmection with the mpper
valley about 15 city blocks which mow emjoy that privilege,
and would “dead-end™ five blocks or nearly a third of a
mile of San Francisco street between Santa Fe street and
the union station. It does seem as if some way ought to
be found to carry this crossing either nnder or over the
new subway.

The ordinance is now in effect
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The railroad companies filed their acceptance at Thurs-
day’s council meeting, so that it is now a binding contract
in perpeimity

Section bars the cty forever from repealing the
ordingnce or any part of it, or frofa changing it.

The general negotiations between the city amd the two |
railroads took place at various times over several months |
But they were always in secret, =nd the public was not
allowed to know what was going on. The ordinance itself
was rushed through during the closing dayx of the old
administration, snd notwithstanding its trememdoss im-
portance, and the fact that the matter could wait a week
withont prejudice, the council passed it as an emergency
act, expressly waiving and suspending the provision in the

i3

Roundabout Town
Enlistment In Navy Penalized By Government
'Tom Clements Loses Cacletshlp For Patriotism

MARTIN

A Nanation of Ev erydag Affairs.

ma Life “<|

Helen Adopts New Tactics in Dealing With Warren

Hy 6. A,

city charter which requires all ordinances to be read in coop e e e . = ; :
open meeting of the city coumcil at two regular meetings And The‘“ Q‘ecm To Be SUCCf'SbeI A siations ot Che, TRt Seates - R Soneg e s W e
Suck excessive haste was pot fair to the people . D an tateresting : “ . o - : H we wore in trombla, I said
The present council cannot repeal or change the I Halen remarked as thas ':_.,. o e bR 3 d s f:-{foa;z:la.l‘t;:u‘:mﬂé;::
ordinance, But it canmot close the Durango strest crossing e ey = i Warren Recovers Good Natmre, - billbonrd -and we Ware
srless 2 majority of those voting st an election called for “What af & mtory™ Warren Warren, restored to pond natu we, ar i
the purpose of deciding the question ghall vote to close it.|asked noncomittaily. He wa : R
And if the people vote against the closing of Duri.ngo goiny to be too ready to _H_:“ T o The Colden Rule i 1d d T!GHE WORLD TRAVHER,TO
street, the whole ordinance fails by its terms. Moreover| terested MEd u Yomee | ki - A Lolden fate s so seidom use LECTURE AT SUMMER NORMAL
the railroadis are mot obligated under the ordinance umtil pre- m inese --'Ti‘l-ff'-'-‘l hmes of 5\‘-';'-:-’"1-!5- before and after the wWas
the city builds the storm sewer, and the city camnot do lenca to 1 de that it is not bemg worn oul at all ai be the leciurs subjeel of Bupl
that until the taxpsyers vote bonds for the purpose. to respend to Helpn woek all. Tighe, of ths clty schoels, be-
No other citirem or taxpayer in the eity cin have a ioss friends of Lula 2t the summer uormal school, Lhe
greater interest im bringing about a corvect solution of this I told wou of ‘:‘.‘.{_J”""{q;',,_ If ¢ ans of uid_f-.:unt:iuua from
2t ighe las bean

{ermerly was
e lectiure platform
n Europe he ook
ric Institutions out
ve grown the ideals which
s of Lhe democracy of g Iree
His piotuorge, in the form of
leon slides, wiil be sliown snd
valuable, becuuse many of ths
esent have been de-

railroad question than The Herald hae The Herald reles hGis
on the good faith and good will of the railroada to keep|<0™n near i
working on the probiem, and to agree apew om some plan| ithonats
better than the present ome, if this ome should fail to re-|
ceive Lhe sanction of the people. The present ceadition of
blocked crossings is almost intolerable, and the railroads!
will find it increasingly hard to operate on presest trackage
asd under present methods. In self defence they must
rna:xge The Herald regards the proposed selution as im-
jutions to the future imterests of the city for all time, ia
spite of {ts apparent presest improvement of condtiions;
electric traction through the subway should at the very
ieast be provided for, mow or within a few vears; the oty |
should not so completely abdicate its rights of regulationm; |!
should be made to solve the Durango | 7%
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feet™ Can anybody tell us what use a ten foot roadway
would be on such streets as Oregon, Mesa, and Stanton? |
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In telling a few things about this ordinance, The Herald
is doing & thing that many people will call foolisk. For,
sirange as it may seem to some, The Herald is arguing

Bot

railroad purposes by this ordinance te vacate and tum
| over for ordinmary street traffic; The Herald also has &5
feet of frontage on Norih El Paso street at the coroer of

A pgood bone
Iry argument fa
that of the man

SAWE

Main, a0 that it would get the besefit of the opening up

of North El Paso street by a street-level viadoct over the who boasts of

subway. It is probable that real estate men would say the fact that ha

that The Herald would add some 830,000 or §200 per fromt : {drinks It when

foot to the potential value of its property at Main snd DIy ittle sideration.”— | sor be has It and Jeis it en
North El Paso strests if the subway plan should go through : S 0 copy: 1917,. Iutermatipual News O when it is tmpossible
exactly as now proposed by the railrcads and provided for felen LR est It .

in this grdinance, Yet, being convinced that the proposed
plan as it stands is against public policy, a bad thing for
the El Paso of the future, it did not take The Herald long
to decide to follow the line of duty dearly imposed by its

The road to Tickville is deing re-
fpaired so that the blacksmith won't
have to hear the auto owners Srag
s0 much about the sndurance of their

public trust, forgetting the immediste increment of realty AR
value which it might be in position te emjoy if it kept .:F-kkbi?&!’., ] ~ : e i
quiet, Peopie who are held wp at the crossings a while T'M SUSPCIoUS YHAT My o

longer until the question in settled tight may damn The FIANCE WAS MARRIED BETORE - . &

Herald for its poor judgment, but the EI Paso of the future |¢ HOW OAN X T ouY? T rpartebe i

may be griteful, and The Herald, Hke all other thoughtiul
and loyal El Pasoans, is trying to build for the future.
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-3 St 1 e i HEN 1 begin to kill off Germans, my motives will be just; no thint
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The sections of the ordinance quoted herein speak for o Eia g i b
= - . ke ing 1 - B for blood my course determines—1 slay beca prayed

themselves, and citizens are competent to make their own NCTICE HE WEERS His banrda. 1€ £t fu trae, 1h:'uﬂp|;r:.o”:! raceu;:me ‘.1:,_.,, :nmed chaness :jl‘;ua P u:ci 1:&;;‘“1 bt w:::;
decisions when they are put in possesmen of the facts RUBBERS oN RA bardly = bilibonrd in the cify rri r sw . . '

¥ : INY DAYS that dews noi vislnte 1k ¥ |grind my swords and lances, and hum 2 martial tae. Long, lomg I heped the
The i_h:'lld has simply performed its duty as a newspaper T b ity e . nutty katser would ses whers he was wrong, that he'd have counsel, samer,
in bringing these matters to public attention. Whst citi- | ter = & wiser, than he has bad for long, But he is drunk with blood, besotted. in car-
sens do with them is entirely thewr own affair. All they L 4 AUINE fo take s mighity good | sage be woold swim; he'll kave no sense till I have swatted the sauerkraut out

Tk - of him. We've stood and looked on bloody musther, by lying “notes” expiained,
LIH!’C Infen iews until the thing could go ne further, if honor were rruw.«i The patience of
this mighty nation, made no appeal to Bill; so now we tire of “explanation”

Ever-y Student Officer tO Hav.e Chap _.e Later On J—:l:a:ld;d'h;:.s‘r:n; ;1:Lu Mo more I'm preaching tiresome sermons on peace,

te shoot 2 bunch of Germans and swipe their panta-

kave to do mow to make the erdinance perpetually binding
in its precise and unchangeabie terms—ii they want it to
stand—is to vote bonds for the storm sewer and to vote in|
favor of closing the Durango- ain strest crossing.
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