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"Ths American Ace' Story
of War, Starting Here,

Ending in Belgium.
VTEW YORK, April 27. At last New
IN York has a genuine old fashioned
melodrama. It Is "The American
Ace." and Is being presented at the
Casino theater by Al H. Woods. It Is
along the general lines of that type
of melodrama which laid the founda-tio- n

for Mr. Woods's fortune, and al-

ready has found so much favor In
the eyes of New York theater goers
.that it seems bound to ran for a long
time.

The story of the play deals with
the adventures of a young American
of good family, who at the beginning
of the war is so much of a pacifist
that his soul revolts at the thought
of his country engaging la warfare.

His brother enlists, as do all of
his chums. His sister's fiance, unable
to get into the army because of
physical disability, volunteers to
drive an ambulance and gets his
father to donate a hospital for the
young pacifist's sister to run In the
war zone.

Hie uncle, a veteran of the civil
war. arrives at the New York home
about the time that all these things
are happening and. although the boy
in the past has been the favorite
nephew of the virile old man. the
latter almost divorces the nephew lv

from his afectlons.
Finally the boy appeals to the rec-

tor of his church, who tells him that
the war in which the United States
has embarked is a holy cause. He
goes hurriedlv from the church to the
recruiting office and surprises and
delights his family by appearing In
the uniform of a private

Seene Shirts To Belgium.
In the next act the scene suddenly

shifts to the village of Roehone, n

Hprp the Herman officers and
soldiers are shown maltreating the
inhabitants, and among those who
are subjected to the most horrible
abuse are a beautiful young French
woman and her chauffeur. It develops
that this precious pair are acting as
spies for the Germans and that he
indignities heaped upon them are for
the purpose or diverting we suapic
ion of the residents of the village.

The next scene shows the occupa-
tion of the Belgian village by Ameri-
can trooos after the Germans have
evacuated the place and prepared for
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Now comes upon the scene the

erstwhile American pacifist, who in
the time that has elapsed has won s
commission in the aviation carps, and
by his exploits in the air has earned
the title of "Ace."

in.. m.v jto1A a Q oil -
fear is captured, and presumably!
shot. His female accomplice succeds
in lulling the suspicions of the Amer-
ican commander by denouncing him.
and subsequently attempts to pass
herself off as the wife of an Ameri-
can officer at a village not far dis-
tant. This American officer tnrns
out to oe me - balf brother of the
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American Ace. ho questions the. It must a fffi. -

statement that there has been a roar- - property men to
In the midst of a bombard-- 1 ras walls, exploding shells whil-me- nt

of the Belgian village from the bangs and other properties that gy
air he goes aloft and sends three Ger-
man planes to the earth. Then he
takes another flight to the front line
trenches, where he arrives Just as
the boys are "going over the top."

Brother Became Mixed In.
He finds his half brother, who eon-fus-

the spy with another woman, a
Belgian, with whom he is In love. The
brother says that the spy's statement
that she is his wife is correct, and
the American Ace starts back with
the news.

Of course, everythinp eventually
comes right. The spy is foiled and
led out to be executed. The American
Ace. bavins fallen in lore with the
Belgian girl whom bis half brother
hoped to marry, is piloted by her
through an underground tunnel
which leads to a church. They get in-

to the belfry of the church, where the
hero appears to defeat almost the
entire German army In single handed
combat. Then he hurls bombs on the
tanks in which the Germans had
stored their poison gas aad the final
curtain shows a troop of American
soldiers surrounding their German
prisoners, with bayonets perilously
pointed at gray clad chests. One feels
that if the curtain bad net dropped
Just when it did there would have
been some blood spilled.

Scenically, the production is enter-
taining. There are some crudities,
but these can be excused by the

of aniek shifts, and on the
whole tne settings are excellently
handled. The dialogue for the most
nart Is thrillliu? and is oleaainclv
free from bombastic passages.' The
acting was splendid throughout.

Old Lincoln Carter Ajraln.
The aerial battle in the clouds was

the invention of Lincoln J. Carter,
author of the piece. Mr. Carter win
be remembered by playgoers of an
earlier generation as the genius who
produced in tne Heart or unicago.

"On the Bridge at Midnight" and
other lurid thrillers. His aerial battle
scene earns him forgiveness for
everything he has ever done in the
past. It was brilliantly conceived
and splendidly carried out.

The other battle scene, where the
boys went ovVr the top from the
trout line irencn.
noisiest thing that riew xora
seen or heara in many setsora.
a jnts at neighboring theaters have
solemnly assured the newspapers
that their stars are obliged to come
out each night while this battle scene
is in progress and reassure their aud-
iences against the fear that the Gr- -
mans are upon them.

make up the inferno that is supposed
to represent a scene on the western
tw.t Tn.Mntallv we do not hoHeVe
that actual warfare can be as noisy
as this.

Vn TTBusnal rroductlon.
Charles Hopkins has attempted an

unusual production at the Punch and
Judy theater. This is "April." a com-
edy in three acts by Hubert Osborne.

The story of the play is that a girl
who has married a very nice chap
uho has no money sits In her parlo--
one April evening and regrets that
she failed to marry a rich mill owner
who once had admired her.

Thereupon appears "a strange gen-
tleman" who turns out to be a fairy.
He conducts the young wife back
along the road to her childhood and
brings to pass that she does marry
the mill owner.

wrfc. tuiwuM then f nlentv. The
rich mill owner turns out to have all .

the vices and none of the virtues of
great wealth, aau tne leeson om
learns from the poor girl's adventure
Is that sometimes we are better off
than we realize.

Later on. the worthy but napluto-crat- lc

husband, having been removed
from the aeene, we see the heroine
actually married to mill owner, with
an unpleasant son and a daughter
who Is married to a duke. And she Is
not happy.

There Is one thing to be said in fa- -
r.r. nf "inrll - nnri that M that It af
fords a pleasant evening for one who
Hub nnt Miff An nivlHK LOO inuca

! r.i4 nt.rvoTM with his theatrieal
amusement. The cast ts extremely
capable, headed by Pauline Lord as
Nancy Bowers, the heroine. Mrs.
Jacques Martin was splendid, as
usual, in the part of the old mother.
Julie fcerne gave an Interesting in-

terpretation of the part of a sad
spinster, and Mr. Hopkins himself
was delightful as "the strange gen- -

tleman" who carried the key to the
PSt Century Roof Going Well.

The Century Roof is now going
great guns with Its new "Midnight
Revue." It opened a couple of weeks
ago with a spectacular "girl show
which runs through 21 number
every one of which furnlehes great'
delight to the tired bnsinese men ot
Gotham.

It is really an ambitious perform-
ance Joseph Urban has done himself
unusually proud in the gorgeous
scenic effects, and the costumes are
colorful, chic and alluring.

The members 01 tne ny
company, headed by Nat Goodwin,
save a very tine PP"T:""; "i

for Joseph Holland at
closing matinee a couple of weeks
ago. Mr. Holland, a veteran actor,
was forced to retire from the stage
some vears ago because of the loss
of his hearing. The company as a
body invited him to attend the final
mattlnee of "Why Marry?" and before
i tn th nlav thev furnished
him with a copy of the manuscript
which he real careiuiiy. inuo

vith tti AfniACTiA. he was able
to follow the action closely, and at
the conclusion of the performance de
clared It tne most enjuywuto w
had spent in the theater since his In
firmity lorceo nis renrtsnrem-.- 1

Xnr Musical riay.
Selwvn Company opened s new

musical play by Edgar Allen woin.
called ." at New
Haven on April S. The play will have
a ahn.. nwlmil II TV tOUT OI tWO Or
three weeks on the road and then
will be brought to Broadway for sn
summer engagement.

The Selwvn had originally planned
to open the new Selwvn theater on
West Korty secona sireei who
plav. but delays in the building have

I thta Imrwtaftihl It is UOW Sh- -
nounced that the new Selwyn theater

t ka Aiu.nul n rt Ann.t 15. With
Jane Cowl appearing in a new play
which she has written in collabora-
tion with Jane Murfin. who also was
coauthor with Miss Coal in "Lilac
Time" and "D.-- break."

The company t

includes some well known Broadway
favorites, among them being Adel" i

Pnl.nrf Tr.li n Cumberland. Edna Mun- -
sey. Ralph Bunker, Edna Hibba-- dl

and Albertine Marlowe.
Appearing in the cast of "A Cure,

for Curables" at the Thirty ninth!
Street theater are three men wnose
aggregate age ie 25 years. These
aged actors are James H. Lewis.
Charles K. Verner and George Barr.

New Sehubert Play.
The Shuberts are soon to present a

new musical play called "The Gav
Lothario." The book and lyrics are
by Miss Frances Nordstrom, a sister
of Marie Nordstrom, and the music is I

by Joseph MeManns, a young txitror-nl-a
composer who has recently come

to Now York.
The leading feminine role in "The

Gay Lothario" will be taken by Miss
Pegpy Hopkins Other members of
the east win be announced later.

Nat Goodwin Is again s figure in
the divorce courts. His fifth wife,
who was Margaret Moreland. has
started suit in New Ctty. Rock-
land county. N. Y. Considerable se-

crecy surrounds the prooedlng and It
is impossible to state who is named
as eoreapoBaent. sir. uwjowiu ua
sued s statement saying that b and j

his wife had had "an amicaote tailing
out."
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Once upon a

I LITTLE THEATERS, WHERE NOTED STAGE FOLK
1 APPEAR, USED TO SELL THE THIRD LIBERTY LOAN
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Noted Actors, Singers and.... 'tt - i
IrlOVie ATtlStS Jtieip tO

Boost Liberty Bonds.
YORK. April 17. New YorK

NBW is now the home of the enly
actual "war theaters" in existence

These quaint little playhouses, ea h

known as "The Little Theater." and
the result of a plan thought out ant!
adopted by the state women's war

an organization of actor folk
who are proving unquestioned patriot-
ism in many different ways

Primarily the organisation as
fcrmed to take care of those who de
serted the stase for the khaki and for
the dependents left behind. Thou- -

sands of dollar, were raised and
placed to a aplendW usage and that
branch of their work is only aban- -
HMnpMHtor -
The ttie Tltexs" are Portable

and quite the most artistic thing of
the kind ever seen In Wew Tork citjr. .

The glare of the spotlight and cal - ,

cum are missing, but many of the
most prominent actors In the world
appear before the miniature footlights
every day to make appeals for the!
third Tjbertv loan Issue anneals that
can have but the ee result.

The appearance of a "Little The-
ater" on Fifth avenue or Broadway Is
invariably the signal tor an enormous

the maids all scuUltd aaj al

Week-En- d Edition. April 27-2- 8, 1918.

& Ktr th"
tv... .!... nr ii,.,,riv nm.rimN Are

,ln()er the rhalrmanship .f Miss Kath -
erine Emmet t. under wnose manage i. nt was wnen tieanora uuim
p nt tr.'i'0'i worth of Liberty loan appeared n one of the "Little The-v.i.n- d-

nere sold the first day. Amons airs" during a driving rain, and.
tne irst purchasers as Miss Julia hile an '.blitring "stage hand" held

rthar, who not onlj "invested" 1000. an UT.brella, sang "The Star Span-i.- ut

: lending all possible assistance Kied Banner" Then followed another
h rr.akine daily speeches in the "Lit- - ruh to purchase Liberty loan bonds
lie Theater." t and the appearance of an enthusiastic

crowd. Business In that particular in the country. Including several
ceases Immediately, the ' Ists from the Metropolitan Grand

log actors, speeches are delivered. ' Opera company. These appear individ- -
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Stage Star Talk.
Sandwiched in between the speeches

by the actor folk are talks by mill - ,

tary. naval, professional men and
riters
Among the speaker, are Julia Mar- -

,L.we Madse Kenned, Leo f'ephens.
who is chief of aeronautics
er. Montgomery Flane. AI Jolson.

' Usa Petrova. Rogfr Wood, who is
federal prosecuting attorney for es- -
pionage in this country Elsie Fergu- -
son. Rennold Wolff. Rex Beach. Alice
Harcourt. Florence Moore. ChaK""S
Pollack, &FtRobert Mitchell nil- -
unt asnwwiii Mrmry. iiwuor.
Gates. Viola Allen ana Mary snaw.

So much for what Thespians term
the "legit." From the movies, the list
of speakers includes Mary Pick ford,
Douglas Fairbanks. William b. tiarr.
Pli.rlU rhantin .nil mmnv rttm wbo
delight an amnso in the "canned
drama."

The daily programs also Include
some of the most prominent singers

of the sailor of those days. But it's

p&F&'&'SZ
H It .Sella Bonds.

One of the many and rousing ind- -

soutnerner wnoasaeti muo. vieiiciv.
sgraciously complied, the

from b,low the Mason and Dixon
Unp boufrht a $5M bond. Three addl- -

"the land of pretty
,m'inmood Md flne hirses"pJhed bonds of 500 each,

f the leaxt 0f the many amusing

P 0 ne r tne --rjttle The- -
crowds d ,irnM, for a bond

of $10 ()K) Kot a soul recognised him.
hel,T- Hn,t who ne,a the btank. .

please T Mr.yefigmanulcajVVeed.
sirHuH looked a7S?SeMgn.an and

i,,ter looked at Mr. HulL An awk--
silence fonowed. but not until

after Mr. Sellgman had affixed his
signature to a blank check that the
members of the stage woman's war
relief realized they had sold the bonds
to Jefferson Seligman. one of the well
known firm of J-- Sellgman & Co.
bankers.

Roosevelt says that "the Germans
respect ballets, not words, and that K
is the way we shoot, not the way we
shout, that count." From Leslie's.

ByNELL BRINKLE Y
Cvpyrtciu IMS, Intanwtlonal New Ser-i- e
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