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HE daring adventure of British and Freach naval forces
in raoding the German sublmerine and destroyer hases

at Ostend ard Zechrugge on the Belgian ¢oast indicates Lhe
possibility of a pew phase in the war. It was x Uhrillingly
which German w=a and laed defences
were eucoustersd and the allisd vessels were sogcessial in
prazing the Germas batteries smd simking old ships, filled
with concrete, ia places where they wonld gresily hamper
H et off entirely the movement of Germaa maval czait.

But the mosi significant feature of the battle was that
British lapding parties sctusily west asbore on the Moie
oi Zezbrugee acd engaged the Germana there zs 5 diversion
while the cotente ships wete exryying out their masioa off
shore. When the task was completed, the landing forces
rétwrned aboard ship and the flest stcamed sway.

This landisg leads one to wonder whether it might not
have besn possibie to land an army in Zeebrugge. If a
small party could get askore, a very much larger one ought
to be ahle to do the same thing. One cin imagine troops
peuring ashore from monitors, destroyers and other light
aft and perhaps eapluring and holding Zeehtugge, aided
by totslant and heary reinfororments.

i that ceuld anly de dove, what an effect it would have
on the ctoarse of the batile an the west front, for Zeehrupge
and Ostend avo 2 considerable distance behind the German
right flank. A very large allied force, poured quitkly iste
Zeebrugge and tapidly sugmesied from the million trocps
England is supposed to be holding scross the nsrgow chas- |
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v | =&l for home defence, sould cause 2 eollzpse of that German |
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right

P flank and fn he =svilable confusion an attack from
the allied Jeft might turs the German flank and start that|
long Aesired relling up movement. Perhaps the idea s 3
itle of esecution, but i il ts “wild strategy”

experis have been halching ever since 1914
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