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IRRIGATION PROSPECTS BRIGHT

It is not exaggerating the situation,
nor making a rash statement not justi-
fied by conditions, to say that the out-
lcok for the beginniirg of actual work
¢ 0.4 the proposed West Okarogan Val-
ley Irrigation district project has nev-

‘ ] o looked more favorable since the
S inception of that great watering en-
; erprise than just at the prescnt time,.
will no absolute
ertainty of the realization of that
ong cherished hopn until the bonds
are placed and the construction crew
3 on the ground bvt a movewment is
p. foot, with an individual interested
n the consumination behind the move-
in earnest in his ef-

Vi t course there be

hent—who is

orts and confident of their ultimate
uccess—which  warrants the an-
ouncement that present prospects

re most assuring of early results.
And it is about thne that a favor-
Lle change was taking place, as the
png delay has naturally created dis-
puragement and dissatisfaction among
nd owners. For three years this
leclaination of valley lands on a large
‘ale has been under consideration,
here has been organization and re-
ghuization, surveys, reports and es-
mates, promises unfulfilled, pro-
pnged delays in securing information,
bgether with heavy expenses that the
mers had to meet with nothing tang-
le to show for the money expended,
at is tangible in the way of progress
ward the one single and great aim,
at of securing water,
The favorable change in the pros-
pcts of this locally tmportant enter-
ise has been brought about by the
esence of O, Laurgaard, and the sta-
ments he freely made while here
the directors of the district, and
hers directly interested in the pro-
t. As stated in the last issue of the
zette Mr. Laurgaard arrived in Oro-
le Tuesday evening of last week.
rly the next morning, in company
h Ernest Riste, he went over the
pund from the proposed intake on
p Similkameen river to Oroville. Af-
remaining here just long enough
lunch the gentlemen continued on
onasket, where Mr. Laurgaard met
h the directors and expressed him-
freely upon the freasibility and im-
tance of the enterprise. He was
st favorably impvessed with the
practer of the lands under the pro-
Bed systen, their extent and possi-
ities under irrigation. He not only
nsidered the project practicable, but
e that he considered as a safe and
Viting investment ror capital. In
t he was enthusiastic over the en-
prise after having made his in-
stigations, Ile expressed it as his
inion that for the amount of bonds
ued metal pipes and fluming could
used, which would greatly increase
e stability and permanency of the
ork. He announced that upon his
pecommendation material could be
ocured in exchange for bonds, which
one of the heaviest expenses at-
ched to construction, and seemed to
Ave no doubt that he could meet with
ttle difficulty in placing the bonds.
e spoke his mind freely and without
servation, so that this publicity is
busing no confidence, Mr. Laur-
aard wasted no time here, but after
is conference with the directors he
ecparted for the outside for the pur-
ose of presenting the proposition to
ond investors, and if me~ting with
favorable reception to perfect ar-
engements to start coustruction at an
arly date.

As was stated last week Mr. Laur-
paard is a civil engineer of high repu-
ation, Some years ago he had charge
D" the construction of the big dam at
‘onconully, built by the government
to conserve the water of Salmon creek
for use on the vast government rec-
lamation project on the west side of
the Okanogan river between Riverside
and Okanogan. After the completion
of the dam Mr., Laurgaard retired
from the government reclamation ser-
vice, and since that time has been
connected in an engineering capacity
with private irrigation enterprises.
That experience, coupled with the
construction of the Conconully dam,
has tended to make him an authority
on irrigation systems, both as to phy-
sical construction and as to the utility
o’ applying irrigation to any given
body of land. It further gives him
great prestige with investors and con-
tractors having confidence in his judg-
ment, and a favorable report from him
after personal inspection of a propos-
ed project carries great weight. He
fcels confident that upon the repre-
sentations he can pud will make he
will experience little trouble in plac-
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ing the bonds, and with the bonds
taken care of the subsequent matter
of construction is cnly a question of
going to it.

This paper has expatiated so often
upon the magical change of condi-
tions in the valley and town that
would accompany the inauguration of
active work, and continue after that
work is completed, that it would seem
a4 waste of space to dwell upon that
fcature of the proposition. No one is
s0 dense that he can not realize in
rieasure at least the benefit that ir-
rigation would be to the individual
land owner, and consequent'y to the
cntire valley and towns within the
district. As we all know the land to
be reclaimed is of no real value with-
cut water. What it will produce, how
its value is enhanced, under the in-
fluence of irrigation has been demon-
sirated in a number of localities along
the river where private capital has in-
vested in irrigation plants. If such
good fortune should come to this part
ol the county as the construction of
the system this year, where the peo-
ple have waited so long for a turn of
the tide, we will see one of the most
prosperous seasons that has been en-
Joyed since the whites located in the
valley. Moreover, that prosperity
would be lasting, making this im-
nediate locality one of the most at-
tractive sections of the state. Those
of us who have waited so many years
for something of the kind to turn up
will welcome the change with paeons
of thanksgiving.
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THAT IMPRACTICABLE GRADE

Percy Davis was engaged by the
town council last week to set the
grade stakes on the strects to be grad-
ed in compliance with the request of
property owners and in comformity
with the formation of a strect im-
provement distriect. Mr. Davis simply
followed out the grade data under a
previous survey made some years ago,.
axd when he finished driving the
stakes the streets looked very much
as though they were enclosed with a
picket fence. From Vancouver street
cest for several blocks the grade pro-
vided about a two to four foot fill on
Central avenue, and some of the side
streets were little better in that re-
If such a fill were made it
would require heavy retaining walls
on each side to confine the dirt and
gravel, and the streets would look
like the embankments of a dyke, or
a fill for a railroad. It would cost
more to do the work than could be
raised by bonding the entire town,
and when completed would be a mu-
nicipal farce. The top of the street
in some places would be higher than
the window sills of the buildings fac-
ing the street, compelling the owners
to make a basement of the first story.
Of course no such monstrosity in the
way of street improverment will be
carried out, but how such a grade was
originally established surpasses all un-
derstanding. That the streets need
fixing no one will deny, but that fixing
should be rational and the cost not
snch as would work an unsupportable
burden on every lot owner.
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DON’T FORGET TONIGHT

spect.

If at this late date any one has not
made up his or her, mind to attend
the Civic League entertainment to be
given in sthe Orpheum theater this
Friday evening, let him, or her, do so,
and see that it is made up right so as
not to miss one of the most amusing
and interesting performances that has
vet been staged by that organization.
This is a bold promise, but not a rash
one when the program is taken into
consideration. There will be laugh-
provoking one act skits, choice sing-
ing and dancing. There will be noth-
ing dull nor somnolent about the en-
tire performance. It will be a string-
ing out of one laugh after another, and
there is nothing so conducive to long-
evity as good, hearty laughter. As
entertainers the members of the Civic
League have established a reputation
by previous efforts along these lines,
and as intimated above the efforts of
this evening will surpass those of
hgretofore. The performance is given
for the benefit of the building fund,
and if it were to be the dullest kind of
on affair that in itself should be an
incentive for everybody to turn out.
But there is not going to be anything
dull about this particular divertise-
ment. It will be one continuous
source of joy from the call of the first
number until it is time to get into
your wraps and high yourself home-
ward.

Prof. Edwin Turtneyer, of Seattle,
state high school examiner, arrived in
Oroville Saturday, and put in Monday
examining into the standing of the
high school at this place. He conferr-
ed with teachers and directors, and
gave a very interesting and instructive
address to the students, pointing ouc
the cardinal studics that best fitted
beys and girls in every day life. The
professor expressed himself as being
very well pleased with the methods of
teaching, the general appearance of
the school and standing of the schol-
ars, and had no hesitency in stating
that he would recommend making the
Oroville high school a fully aceredited
four year school. As the action of the
state school authorities is based al-
most wholly upon the recommenda-
tions of the examiner, it is safe to
promise that the full four year hign
school course can be secured in the
Qroville school beginning with the
next term. This mcans more to Oro-
ville than is generally supposed. It
will be no longer necessary for a
pupil having finished a two year
course seeking some other school at
which to finish the four year course.
It can be had right here at home, and
graduates from this school can, and
will, receive the full four years cred-
its. Moreover, pupils who have ad-
vanced as far as they can in neighbor-
ing district schools may now come to
Oroville, where the surroundings are
s0 pleasant and attractive, to finish
their school work. This advantage
will be noticeable next year and all
succeeding years by an increased at-
tendance at the local high school from
the surrounding country. In many
instances it will have the effect of
drawing families here to spend the
school months in order that childrea
may enjoy the advantages of a high
school education. The residents of
Oroville are to be congratulated upon
securing what has long been anxiously
hoped for, a full four year accredited
high school, and the teachers are en-
titled to a just measure of credit that
that much desired object has been
chtained.
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A NOBBY VEHICLE

L.ew Prentice came in Monday from
Spokane with a big Studebaker com-
bination delivery and passenger car,
and was accompanied by Geo. Bartell,
who traveled in a new Studebaker
touring auto. This new delivery car
is one of the swellest gasoline vehicles
that has ever come into the county,
not only in general appearance but
for its usefulness. It is solidly and
substantially built, without detracting
from its beauty, with cvery modern
appliance such as electric lights, elec-
tric starter, and all the new fangled
features to make its operation easy
and convenient. It can be used as a
general delivery car, for which pur-
pose Mr. Prentice ypurchased it, and
has a capacity for carrying large loads
either of merchandise or passengers.
It has upholstered seats that swing
upward forming sides for the vehicle.
They can be instantly let down for
use. It will be run between the depot
and the Hotel de Grubb for carrying
passengers to and from trains. It can
also be utilized for carrying excur-
sion parties. The enterprise of Mr.
Prentice in supplying the town with
such an up-to-date auto and passenger
truck should secure that gentleman
ample reward.

No difficulty was experienced in ma-
king the run from Spokane to Oro-
ville, and it proved to be a profitable
trip to Mr. Bartell, who has the agency
for the Studebaker cars in this county.
All along the route the delivery truck
attracted much attention, and people
expressed the opinion that Oroville
must be a live town to support such
an institution. At Okanogan Mr, Bar-
tell sold one of these trucks to a bus-
iness man for spot cash ou delivery.
At Omak he disposed of a touring car,
and has several pr ospcctive buyers
in sight as a result of the excursion.
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TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Rev. G. H. Severance, Vicar

Morning prayer aud sermon at 11,
Sunday school at 12, no evening ser-
vice, The Rt. Rev. Herman Page,
bishop of Spokane, expects to visit
this mission in order to administer
confirmation in June. Any who would
like to consider the matter are asked
tc notify the vicar.
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W. C. Muldrow, of Okanogan, was

AN ACCREDITED HIGH SCHOOL

A PLACER GOLD FLURRY

From items recently appearing in
the Wenatchee World it would seem
that placer mining on the Columbia
river is being revived and again at-
tracting wide attention, made more
sensational with the assistance of
daily papers. Working the bars and
banks, of the Columbia for gold is a
kind of counterirritart for hard times,
and like hard times strikes the coun-
try periodically. The black sand
along the Columbia river, from Priest’s
rapids northward, and probably from
cven a point lower down on the river,
is impregnated with fine particles of
gold, so fine that no process has as
vet been discovered that will save the
minute flour scales in suflicient quan-
tities to pay operating cxpenses on a
large scale. The stiatta of sand and
gravel containing this gold is plainly
marked and preceptible to the eye at
low water. Any one who will take
the trouble to do so will note a nar-
rew ribbon of a distinctly yellowish
tinge along the river shores wherever
the banks are washed down. Take a
pan of this dirt from anywhere along
this streak, wash it out, if you know
how, until nothing is left except a
slight coating of black sand—and it
will be there—give tne pan a slight
twist and you can distinctly see a
siring of specks of gold, with occas-
ionally one of goodly size.

From a time running back beyond

the memory of man white men and
Chinamen have panned and craddled
for gold along the Columbia. The
white man as a rule soon gives it up
as an unprofitable job, as he can not
make ordinary wages. The Chinaman
is more tenacious, more persistent
and is satisfied with a smaller gain.
On what he would ronsider pay dirt a
white miner would starve. For years
and years an old Chinaman worked a
crude rocker up and down the river
from the mouth of Foster creek, That
he wuz oxtracting gold, and was satis-
fied with what he was getting was evi-
dent from the fact that he stuck to
the work. But how much he took out
no man ever really knew. He lived
alone, worked alone, and kept his bus-
iness wholly to himeelf, He had a
crude outfit, worked the cradle with
one hand while dipping water from the
river in a tin can fastened to a stick.
When asked how much he made a day
he would reply: ‘“Maybe sometime
four bittee; some time six bittee;
some time little more.” He was the
the gold hunting Sphinx of the Colum-
bia river,
Reading the vivid accounts of this
revived placer excitement carries
memory back over twenty years ago.
Just another such furor broke out at
that time. We were at Waterville and
febulous stories of rich finds climbed
up the bluffs from the nearby river,
growing in vividness with every foot
of the accent. It was about the time
that the Cleveland administration was
doing to us what the Wilson adminis-
tration is doing to us today, and a
prospect of getting a little ready cash
with no more exertion than was nec-
essary to pick it out of the ground
appealed to a number of us, who were
long on daily demands and short on
the means to meet those demands. A
party of Waterville citizens, of which
we were one, lost no time hiking to
the new and rich discoveries. Armed
with pans and provisions for a stay as
long” as the gold held out that crowld
descended upon the Columbia river,
buoyed up with visions of flour sacks
full of gold. We worked the banks
and staked out the river frontage from
Orondo to Hell Gate, and !ying o1t
under the stars planned the spending
o' the fortune that we thought was
within our grasp. Alack and alas, like
cther fortunes that we have misani
tliis one passed away as a vapor. We
jut in hours and hours of hill climb-
irg and tramping worked long and
diligently, gathered an assortment of
aches and creaks in our backs and
limbs packing dirt and twisting a pan
while knee deep in the chilly fluid of
the Columbia. Anywhere we search-
ed, under a boulder, at roots of trees,
or in the yellow marked bank of the
river, we could find and wash out
colors, fine pin points of the coveted
dross, but work as we could it was
impossible to save cnough to pay the
price of the bacon required to feed
the distorted appetites created by the
excessive  exercise, After several
days the dream of riches passed away,
and that disappointed crowd trickled
back to their several homes.

At that time scores of excited men
were engaged in the same roseate

among the visitors in town Tuesday.

chase, and much money was invested

in processes that it was claimed would
save the gold, but after a few weeks
the pure waters of the Columbia flow-
ed toward the sea unpoluted by the
nmuddy contents of the pen, and grad-
velly the gold chasing excitement
was forgotten. The present flurry is
only a repetition of that of mearly a
quarter of a century ago, and it will
end the same way. There is gold in
the sands at Orondo, as there is along
every mile of the stream. That can
not be gainsaid. But saving it in
paying quantities has never been ac-
complished, although tradition has it
that Virginia Bill toox out $30,000
nany years ago at the point of rocks
just below the present town of Bridge-
port. It may have been 30 cents that
Las grown to moie vigorous figures
with passing years.
it e

AN EARLY BIRD

Oliver Tufty, the pioncer merchant
of Tonasket—which, in the present
sense, means only a few years in bus-
iness at that wide awake town, as its
cxistence is measured by only a short
period of time,—~was in town Monday
in his car. Our friend Oliver is not
the active individual he was when we
first knew him, and that is so long
ago that we are not going into details
as it would throw a question upon our
youthfulness. Perhaps it is a stretch
0of the imagination to attach the word
‘active” to any movement that Mr,
Tufty ever made in days beyond re-
call, for ever since our first acquaint-
ance that gentleman has been able to
hoast of much beef in his general
make up, and hence activity in the
matter of agility has never been
Lis long suit. But he was sturdy, able
to endure exertion, until recent years,
when rheumatism, or some other ail-
l.ent, put a crimp in power of loco-
motion, thus abbreviating his ability
to get around. However, he is much
better in that respect than he was a
few months ago, and hic <uffering has
not soured his gemia: aisposition, or
entirely corrected the weakness oc-
cagionally of showing a grouch, for
that matter. Mr, Tufty is one of the
old timers of eastern Washington and
Okanogan county. He was a resident
of Spokane as far back as '84. He had
a penchant for mining and chased the
clusive buried riches for years, He
took a fling at the Coeur d’Alenes, in
the first blossom of that wonderous
mining district, and secured claims
that he failed to hang on to. Like
others of up he lost a fortune by let-
ting go his grip at the wrong time, as
the property that he once owned has
been sold and resold at figures that
reached the half million mark.
Through some hook or crook he was
wafted into Okanogun county, and
here he was connccted with mining
ventures, in which there was much
hard work, experience and a minimum
of returns. He put in a long period
av the old Golden camp, a few miles
west of Oroville, turning his hand to
almost anything to make more or
less honest dollar. At last he enter-
el the mercantile business, opening
the first store at 7Tonasket, and at
that he has succecded famously. He
has enjoyed a large patronage, ac-
cumulated considerable means, and is
doing his part to build up that town.
May he round out a full century and
enjoy every year of the residue of the
time he has coming if he holds out the
hundred.
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PRESBYTERIAN SERVICES
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Divine Worship nxet Sunday morn-
ing at 11 a. m., subject of sermon,
“The Greatness of God's Power To-
ward Us.” Sunday school at 10 a. m.
Come and share in the privilege of
worship and work. All cordially wel-
come.

M. E. SERVICES

Sunday school at 10, preaching at
1" The Junior L.eague will mect next
Sunday. Epworth League at 7, leader,
Mrs., P. M. Snider. Preaching at 8.
Prayer meeting Thursday evening at
8. All are cordially invited to attend.
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State Fish Commissioner L. H. Dar-
win and two assistants, L. E. Mary-
hall and E. E. Sherwood, of Seattle,
stopped over in Oroville Monday night
on their way to Curlew lake, where a
state fish hatchery is to be establish-
ed. The gentlemen were met at this
viace by a number of residents of To-
nasket and Oroville interested in the
propogation and preservation of game,

both fish and fowl.

SOMEWHAT DISAPPOINTING

As predicted by this paper the
crowd that collected at Okanogan last
Thursday, upon the occasion of the
laying of the corner stone of the new
court house, was one of the largest
that has ever assembled in the county.
People were present from all the sur-
rounding country, up and down the
valley from Brewster to Oroville, del-
egations even coming from Wenatchee
and Waterville, Oroville sent a very
large contingent, including many
members of the local Masonic lodge
and the full band. Those who were
present from this place whom we have
et express much dissatisfaction over
the manner in which the proceedings
were conducted. For some reason
there seemed to be no pre-arranged
program, or if there was no effort was
made to carry it out with any system.
There was a long tedious delay in get-
ting started to the court house, the
proceedings seemed to drag when the
court house was reached, and people
could not hear the Masonic proceed-
ings a dozen feet from the corner
stcne. By the timc spcaking was to
commence most of the crowd had left
the grounds. Furthermore, this place
was invited to send a speaker and did
sc. That gentleman made inquiries
of several persons when and where
the speaking was to take place, and
no one could give him any informa-
tion. The consequence was he was
not called upon at all, or if called he
knew nothing about it. The loss was
on the side of the crowd, as the Oro-
ville representative was primed to
make an interesting speel. This is
not intended as carping criticism, it
is mentioned as an unfortunate cir-
cumstance. It is evident that the at-
tendance was much larger than was
expected, and the Okanogan people
were not prepared to handle the mob.
Agide from the unfortunate delays
which were felt more greviously on
account of the extreme heat, those
present had a pleasant time meeting
cld acquaintances, the music was ex-
cellent, the ball game interesting and
those who remained for the dance
heartily enjoyed themselves. Take it
all in all it was a grand day for Oka-
nogan, both on account of the purpose
it commemorated and for the number
0" people that assembled on the oc-
casion,

HELP THE BOYS OUT

The girls of the high school will
hold a food sale in the vacant store
rcom of the Hotel de Grubb, Main
street front, tomorrow afternoon, at
which will be offered pies, cakes and
candies. The object of this sale is
cne that should appeal to all the resi-
dents of the town, creating a greater
demand for the goods than can be
supplied. The annual high school
track meet takes place at Okanogan
next Friday, April 30. The local high
school will send several young men
to enter the contests. Those boys go
down to hold up the record the local
school made last year. This sale is
for the purpose of raising funds to
meet the expenses of that trip. Every
one interested in the athletic feature
of the public school will feel a desire
to see our boys make a record at this
annual meet, and should be ready and
willing to help them get there. By
patronizing the sale they will be help-
ing in that object. The girls are show-
ing the right spirit in trying to help
the boys out, and it is up to the citi-
zens to make that effort successful.

No bids were submitted for grading
the streets in conformity with the
plans and specificat'ons on file with
the town clerk. The uncertainty as
to what plan is to be cargied out in
finally fixing the grade may account
for the failure of bidders to offer fig-
ures, or the cost of grading under the
ectablished grade would be so great
that it seemed useless to file bids.
The council may deride to engage an
experienced street engineer and build-
er to superintend the work and have
it done by day labor, yet in that event
some definite idea of cost would have
te be secured in order to place the
proper amount of bonds to pay for the
same. Furthermore, property owners
in the district must gave some infor-
mation upon the subject in order to
know what they are expecied to pay
for the improvement, In case the cost
is going to be too heavy the property
owner is not going to remain silent
while being plucked

Tipiscopal services will be held in
the Congregational church, at Loomis,

on next Sunday evening at 8 o’'clock,



