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“Queen of the Fakirs,” Maud
Myrtle Johnson, formerly of Taco-
ma, whose picture adorns the rec-

. + - ord files of every street car office

- 3 -

and railroad in the northwest,
made a sensational confession of
her trade yesterday, following her
recapture in Everett.

She recounted her list of sham
accidents with singular frankness,
fncluding her efforts in Tacoma to
“pleed” the Tacoma Railway &
Power company. Her only plea
was that she be returned to Walla
Walla, where she was sent in

months' baby has been held
ransom for her liberty,
A Good Faker.

Maud Myrtle, as she was com-
monly known in Tacoma, operated
here and in Seattle three years
ago. She could control a hemor-
rhage, dislocation or spell of un-
consciousness to her heart’s con-
tent and vroved a perplexing prob-
lem to physicians and claim office
men. ”~

“She could rasp her ribs to-
gether with an anguishing sound
that you could hear from one end

as

Agent O'Dell of the T. R, & P.
company. ‘“‘Her hemorrhage, usu-
ally caused by biting through a
capsule of aniline dye, was so vivid
that it convinced the most unsus-
ceptible claim agent.

‘““She could tumble head first
from a street car platform and roll
around the pavement in such par-
oxysms of pain that the average
physician would hustle the first
aid remedies with his “greatest
speed. In fact, she lived up to
her name—'Queen of the
Fakirs.” "

real trap when the Northern Pa-
cific Railroad company prosecuted
her in Clarke county. She had
tumbled over a suit case in a pas-
senger coach, feigned serious in-
jury, and obtained $1,200 dam-
ages from the railroad. Detectives
followed her, learned the secret of
her unusual trade, and arrested
her.

The woman made such earnest
pleas to the club women of Wash-
ington that the clubs in Tacoma,
Seattle and Spokane took up her

cause and induced ex-Governor

She was taken to the home of Mrs.
R. C. McCredie of Sunnyside,
president of the State Federation
of Women’'s Clubs, and disappear-
ed from her foster home eight
months ago. She had not been
heard of again, despite rewards
for her arrest, until she was re-
captured in Everett yesterday.
‘“Yes, you bet we know Maud
Myrtle,” said Captain of Detec-
tives John Fitzgerald today. “She
was a source of constant trouble
around this part of the country.

The trouble was that she could

correct imitation of the real thing
that it was hard to get any evi-
dence against her. Usually when
the evidence had been obtained,
she would be completely out of
sight., She had a dozen aliases,
including Mrs. Edith Strong, Mrs.
Grace Payton, Mrs. Maria John-
son, Mrs. N. L. Harelson, Mrs.
May Thomas and Mrs, Francis B.
Pastor. She carried a child with
her most of the time, adding to
the sense of injustice that she af-
fected when she was Injured.”

Mrs. Johnson's story of her

from the street railway com-
panies, as told yesterday in Ever-
ett, is unique.

“One of my tricks was, while
on a train, to fall over a suit case
or seat, in consequence of an un-
even roadbed or a jolt of the cars,
My lungs are very weak and such
a jar would give me a hemorrhage.
Sometimes 1 would sprain my
ankle.

“ ‘The screw driver was a fa-
vorite fake. Ome of our men
would release the fastenings on a
handrail as a special train ap-

I was alighting I would fall,
clutching the loosened rail. This
was always successful.

“The steam woman” was &
member of the gang who would
pretend to have beem burned by
escaping steam. The burns would
be caused by citric acid. You can
see that the nurse we had in our
gang here became invaluable.'

Mrs. Johnson said she had been
led into the gang in 1896 by &
crooked claim agent, who had ob-
tained a large settlement for her,
quite out of proportion to the
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“I believe tVat before many
years the motor truck will have
the place of steam roads and elec-
tric roads in handling short-haul
freight., I believe we must pre-
pare for that time,

“In preparing for it we should
hard-surface the main roads,
county as well as state, leading
out of the towns, The initial cost
will be large, perhaps. Later,
when the means are available, we
should hard-surface the intersec-
tions,

“I bellieve the farmers would
be willing to bear a small added
burden of taxation if they under-
stood just how much they were
going to get for the money,

‘“We should encourage the use
of the motor truck and the mo-
tor bus for passengers. But be-
fore these can come into general
use, we must have good roads.

“In England and on the conti-
nent, where the roads are uni-
formly perfect, the motor bus and

" motor truck have won from the
railroads much of the short-haul
business. If you move from one
city to another, you do not think
of shipping your household fur-
niture by rail. You load it on a
motor truck which trundles along
level and hard country roads,

“When you reach your destina-
tion, going by train, you find
your furniture at the door of your
new home. It hag been handled
but twice, when loaded and agaln
finloaded. The cost is much less,

“But abroad they take care of
their roads. So should we. Our
tendency is, perhaps, to make a
good road and then let it deter-
forate. But it doesn’'t cost much
to keep a good road in repair,
I believe we should have road-
menders — say one man to tem
miles of road. It would be his
work to watch his stretch of road
and repair every small rut, depres-
sion or inequality of surface as
soon as it appeared.

“I know of no other public im.
provement which would benefit
80 many people. I kmow of no
investment that the public could
make which would return surer
dividends,”

STORM HOME

. DUBLIN, May 12.—Dispatches
say suffragettes stormed the
home of John Dillon, National
member of parliament and broke
every window., Dillon voted
against the bill to give franchise
to women,

got him in the evening,
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Buclyman, an Alaska Pacific
Steamship company’s steamer, left
the Sound yesterday with a general
freight for San Francisco.

Washtenaw, a Union oil steamer,
arrived in port late Saturday night
from San Francisco, and is dis-
charging her cargo at the Standard
Oll company's docks.

Panama Maru, a Japanese liner,
will leave port at midnight for the
Orient with a large cargo of freight
and passengers,

Titan, a Blue Funnel liner, will
leave port late today for Seattle,
where she will load a general cargo
and leave late Wednesday for China

and J.,Em, rescued by the police, ‘“‘Advertisement.”

MEETIN

LONDON, May 12. — With
shouts of “Go home and makxe
bombs,” a crowd of men and boys
broke up a suffragette meeting
today in Hyde park, and attempt-
ed to mob the speakers, The wom-
en were rescued by the police,

In Park Lane, a fashionable
promenade, a suffregette flag wag
planted and a woman started a
speech, She was Jostled and
pushed about by the crowd until

A choir of 18,000 children,
dressed in patriotic colors and
singing ‘“America,”” will be the
feature of Tacoma’s public school
fleld day, to be held in the sta-
dium May 29. A unique program
for the day has been arranged by
a committee composed of school
principals of the city. Wand
drills, flag dgjlls and various un-
usual calisthenic exercliseg will be
features of the day,

Sure those OLD CARPETS will
make NEW FLUFF RUGS. Call
Main 7717. Roscow Rug Factory.
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