' We have an idea that if Louis
Bean took long rides on his own
street cars to and from work that
they would be better heated. Louis,
you know, rides in au auto. If you

"The Taco!

-want the heat anyway, 'phone him.
| Main 1056 when he’s at work;
n 5760 when he's at home.
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Washington: Fair east, occasion-
al snow or rain west tonight, Thurs.
day warmer.
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BY E. A. PETERS

Tacoma will be a city of chimneyless homes by
1920 if dreams of the light department come
true.

it On the heels of a new domestic ra.te for elec-

tricity which took effect Jan. 1, and by which

electricians declare that cookmg and heating by

by wire will be cheaper hereafter than by gas or

wood fuel, the city today began an educational
campaign among housewives.

E. W. Rhodes, known as commercial agent

< for the light plant, but who is really floor walker,

A department manager and head salesman as wel,

has issued a pamphlet by which he explams

clearly the new system of rates. He is using

it to supplement personal interviews with

— ———

4‘

‘ housewives.
"B The electrical department, also through
il Rhodes’ efforts, is planning to install a complete

line of electric stoves, ranges and heaters at the
city hall to sell to Tacomans at cost.

he new rates Rhodes declares are the cheap-
est of any city in the United States.

Besides a direct cut of 11 per cent on all elec-
tricity sold in Tacoma, the department has in-
stituted a rate of one cent a kilowatt for anyone
who desires to use more than his normal lighting
load for other domestic purposes. Twice as
much guice may now be burned in the average
home for an additional price of something like
25 or 30 cents.

Figure It for Yourself

The new rate is confusing to the layman be-
. cause of its technical terms and it is doubtful if
> more than a small number of customers under-

- stand it. That’s why Rhodes is beginning his
campaign with an explanatory message.

The minimum rate of one cent does not take
effect until a certain amount of current has been
consumed. This figure is reached through a
compilation of the floor space in a home multi-
plied by an electrical factor, know as ‘40
¢ wat

electrical experts after six months’ experimen-
ta.tion.

ng this work 300 homes were visited,; the
noor 8 ace carefully measured and the average
light bill nated.

TACOMA CHIMNEYLESS CITY]

| st | | mma—— | bem— |
THAT IS LIGHT PLANT’S VISION FOR 1920

"’ This factor of 40 was decided upon by .

Any user of city current can figure out for °
himself just what the dividing line between the
one-cent and five-cent rates will be in his own
home. First a careful measurement should be
taken of all the interior floor space, excepting
basements, attics, outbuildings, clothes-closets
and other rooms not served with lights. The to-
tal area should be compiled of parlors, living-
rooms, libraries, dining-rooms, kitchen and pan-
tries.

These rooms, which would be more or less con-
stantly served if current were used for heating
or cooking, form the ‘“working space’’ of the
home. Other rooms, such as halls, bedrooms and
bath rooms, form the ‘‘idle space.” One-half of
the total ‘‘idle space’’ area should be added to
the total ‘‘working space.”’

Chimneys Will Go

Here is where the factor-figure—40 watts—
puts in an appearance, The total area thus ar-
rived at is multiplied by 40. This figure is now
divided by 1000, giving the maximum number
of kilowatt-hours for which five cents must be
paid before the one-cent rate is effective.

To illustrate and simplify the rate, Rhodes
furnishes dimensions of a typical five-room bun-
galow. The working space area is 486 square
feet, and the idle space 360 feet. One-half the
idle s pace, 180 feet, added to 486, gives 666.
Muluphed the factor- figure of 40, this gives
26,640 watt-hours, which, divided by 1000,
equals 26.6 kilowatt-hours.

Thus the occupant would pay five cents for
the first 27 kilowatts used in a month, or $1.35,
and one cent for all above that. He could use
twice his present normal consumption of elec-
tricity, and his month’s bill would be just 27
cents higher than at present.

Preliminary experiments have proved ‘that
Tacoma housewives can cook by electricity un-
der the new rate for one-half what it costs for
gas, according to Rhodes.

“It will not be many months,” declared
Rhodes, ‘‘before city light will be a formidable
competitor of the gas company and the fuel
dealers. -

‘““As soon as the public realizes the ‘practical
economy and cleanliness of electric fuel you vwill
see chimneys disappear from Tacoma homes ol
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DOC WALL, GRIP PLOTTER, SHOY

N Snow Kater

ROST
TAYS

FLOOD

Chinook, the Snow Eater, was
gecared away, at least temporarily,
today by the coldest wesather of
the winter and the lowest tem-
l perature gince Jan, o, 1913, exact-
ly three years ago.

From 0§ o'clock last evening,

when the thermometer stood at
29 degrees, the temperature fell
steadily, until at 6:30 this morn-
ing it had gone down to 18.4 de-
grees.

For coldness Jan. §, 1913, beat
this by just four-tenths of a de-
| grec.
| The lowest record for this win-
ter up to today was on Dee, 30,
when the thermometer register-
ed 22 1-2 degrees.

Fine For Skaters,

Skaters are out in force on the
Iskes and ponds in and about Ta-
coma and are enjoying good old-
faghioned winter .sport, Drivers
of @qutos and trucks are slapping
their hands strenuously to keep
from losing a fingef. AOue
'pldces are in big demand.

Whether the flood threatening
can be staved off
long enough to allow the snow to
melt gradually and prevent a dis-
astrous flood in the valley, the
weather man s not ready to say
officially today. However, he
pointed with dire forboding to a
rapid jump in the mercury and

contented himself with prediet-
ln;;"w:u'mer tanight.”
By 10 o'clock this mmsrning the

{ thermometer had rigen to 25 de-
grees and still going up.

Nippy in Canadn,

Tacoma may get another touch
of snow or rain before evening.
At 8 o'clock 4 light snowfall was
reported at Tatoesh and other
points on the ecoast. And
coming our way,

Zero weather hit Spokane and
also the middle western states,
In Canada just north of Montana

he thermometer went as low as
8 helow zéro. In North l)akota
ifit was 26 below.

qmago struck a warm wave
thl‘ morning at §4 degrees.

WILSON
FACING

it's

)

-

WASHINO‘!‘ON D. C., Jan,
president’s préparedness pro-

gram will be defeated, the a

minigtration itself is repoi-ted

ldg::e today.

4 ator Kern's defection leuvel

‘4 thd program unsupport
houses

.,Mor both

by lead-
The White

D’Loss Sutherland

ehi“éan not be underestimated - ll

" If Doc Wall has the crust to in-
" sist still that there is not grippe,
after what we're just about to
" ghow, why then there {8 no hope
‘for him—unless he should get a
i of the stuff himself. * Of
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even to think of such &
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‘g 'COURIderable trouble after .J

The days of the' stage-struck
girl are past. Now they're all
“movie-struck.”

And s movie-struck girl with a
real determination to act bh¥ore
the camera lacks certain of the
advantages her sister of the stage
used to enjoy.

Imagine yourself hustled be-
fore a clicking camera and told:

“A riech uncle nas returnad
from Alaska. Your mother can
stop washing for a living. You'll
Thave fine clothes. The future is
rosy. Register great joy.”

And you have to ‘“‘register joy”
and lots of it, or you don’t have a

MISS JUAN ITA HANSEN,

chance '‘even to ‘learn* how to ‘be«
come a movie actress,

Miss Juanita Hansen was a
high school girl two years ago. |
Gifted—yes, with good looks and
a blond complexlon that “regis-
ter’” well, and a knack for acting.
Today she {8 a much-heralded
new star.

She has written a series of
articles for the benefit of the
movie-struck, showing just how
a person may ‘‘get on'' as a film|
actor, and how success may be
attained. The first of the series
is published on the movie page
of today's paper.

dgar C. Wheeler

.Thom artificlal ice skating
rinks such as they have in Seat-
tle may be all right, but—
Tdtonia today has a real old-
‘fashioned skating pond, the kind
‘fathér used to make, right in the
heart of the city, fashioned out

j 5. nni d
-ﬂ]nleu it is materially mod!ﬂ%d of a few summer tennis courts an

gayden hose.

Say, there'll be some rolllckinz
*-kattn‘ there tonight.
P' The Taco Lawn Tennis club
did it. “What's the use of all
this going to waste?” they said,
a8, they looked over their barren
courts at Sixth and Tacoma ave-
nue.

)

r fell out and ear-
ecame’ the thing they got

| out ose and noodod the
the h

w came and tem-

TACOMA HAS A
REAL ICE RINK}

‘S0, when the bottom of the|

in seven inches of snow? But to-
day the last drifts are being
cleared away and by night the
shining ice will be ready for high-
stepping couples,

So everybody get out your
skates and your two-bit pieces.

They're going to have a crack-
ling fire in the clubhouse for toe
warming. Now all that will be
needd is bright moonlight,

What's the matter with our
park board?

Why aren't they on the . job?
Doesn’t the park board own any
sprinklers?

Or have its members arrived at
the gouty old age when the glint
of the ice ceases to lnro?

The park board has its -tennis
courts on 9th and J. They could
be flooded in a few minutes.

Maybe the park d will wake
up and turn on the
time the thaw sets in,
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BREAK
TAKES
PLACE

The resignation of Chief of Po=
lice A. P. Loomis, to take effect
Feb. 1, but wh'~h really will re+
sult in the chiet's giving up his
duties this week, was announced
today by Commisisoner A. U.
Mills,

Although Loomis will draw his
nominal salary of $25 for services
{In January, he will merely cons
tinue as titular head of the d0~
partment.

In a statement today Mills de-

the departmens

arduous duties anticipated in co
nection with the enforcement ol
prohibition.

Mills* Version of It,

“The council had fixed the ulp
ary of police chief at $206 beca
of the necessity of cutting dow
9? enses,”’ satd Mils, “Heowe
af er Chief Loomh announced.

e, could not afford to . ste
,o mis really is remaining

elp “me* put hecause we u:ﬁ

‘10 in enforcing the prohibi
law.”’

It is unofficially rumored
the city hall that Loomis’ ¥
nation was made publie today f
lowing a breach between him
and the commisisoner, which has
heen steadily widening since Mills
asked the council to cut
chief's salary from $175 to $25, '

Nearly Collapses, :

The chief went to police head-
quarters today despite the
that he wag seriously 111 w
grip. He almost collapsed tw
during his journey from home,
and it was necessary to send ®
police auto to his assistance. =

Loomis acknowledged today
that he was in very bad health,
and declared that the strain ol
police work was partially res b
sible, Plysicians have ordeM b
him to California at once. ey e

.t

NEW YORK.--Mrs." Cathi u,,
Walsh, wife of a wealthy Atlant
City man, who eloped with
chauffeur, was found dead to
beside the body of her dead |
whom she had shot b.tor’
turned the gun oh herse!f.

e s

LONDON.—~The lmmh
60,000 troops during the Sep
ber rush in the Loog district
was announceg today.

LONDON.—A
army with. Czar Nicholas at '
head is slowly driving M, 7
Germans on a 250-&“! front. .

" SANTIA
steamer Santa
wrecked near the B
gellan, ‘




