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Diva or Vaudeville
Star: Which, Think

You Has

It Right?

; By Edgar C. Wheeler

Have we Americans drifted to
a point where we fail to take life
seriously?

Have we forgotten our homes
and firesides, our interest in
higher arts and sciences to revel
in one grand roughhouse of low
brow pleasure and jitney enjoy-
+ment?

Grace Cameron, looking out at
her audiences night after night
from behind the footlights, says
we have.

Opera to Vaudeville

Grace, as a girl of 17, found
herself endowed with a beauti-
«ful voice. She spent thousands
of dollars training it. By hard
work she became an opera singer
and one of a circle of distin-
guished eastern artists and mus-
iciams,

She began to see a realization
, of her dreams of highest artistic
tllumphs

Today she is delighting her au-
diences at Pantages theater with
hilarfous rough and tumble
stunts.

Just Wistful

She puts her act across by
staging a ‘‘take off” of heavy
grand opera and Willie Shakes-
.,peare tragedy stuff, the stuff
that her girthood dreams were
made of. She bounces around
on a mild rampage of heavy death
gcenes.

And she gets by. The

I had to drift

ence laughs,

“I had to do it?
nlong with my audiences and give
them what they wanted. I had
to make my living,” she says.

But she's not bitter about it;
only a little wistful

“I'm just like a rubber ball.
You can’t keep me still. And if
the audiences want me to raise
the ceiling rather than have me
\8ing them sweet little songs, why
not give them what they want?
It's good fun, anyway,” she adds.

Sees Great Change

From her place behind the
footlights, she says she has seen
a remarkable change come over
U. 8. people in the last five years.
And she'’s in a position to know.

“Only a short time ago my au-
diences were delighted when 1
sang some simple, artistic song.
‘Now such a song falls flat,

‘““Nobody is serious any more.

audi-

What people want nowadays is
excitement and fun.
Women in Cafes
“Our women have forgotten

about their homes and firesides.
Every evening, from 5 to 7 you

*can see them in the cafes, instead.

I I were their husbands, I'd
want them to come home.

“And so gradually in the last
few years the demands of audi-
ences have forced me to drift
from grand opera to musical com-
edy, then to high price vaude-
ville and now finally to the low
briced vaudeville.

“There is no telling where the
end will be.

‘Seriousness Back Number

“But I'm not kicking. I'm
earning a living. The halls of
grand opera are empty. High price
vaudeville houses have oloeedf
thelr doors.

+ ‘“Today hundreds of musicians
and artists are walking the streets
of: New York, just because - they
¢ they're too good to drift
- patistying the domndn ot
audiences.

“Seriousness is a back number
in Ameriea.”
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Never before have Americans
been so serious as they are today.

Never before have they shown
such keen appreciation of the
highest forms of serious art.

Never before have audiences
listened with such intelligent un-
derstanding to the best there s
in music.

Emmy Destinn, prima donna of
the grand opera, known to the
world as probably its greatest
dramatic soprano, said today that
since she came to the U, S. seven
yvears ago she has seen Americans
take big strides in seriousness.

Will Become Citizen.

And to show that she means it,
she expects to become a full-
fledged U, 8. citizen next year.
She took out her first papers two
years ago and is only awaiting the
time for the second to arrive,

We wish to apologize to
madame for calling her a prima

donna, She despises the name,
she says,

Anything in the way of ‘“tem-
peramental” or ‘“flashy” prima

donnism doesn’t go with her,

She's an all-round good Ameri-
can fellow and loves America,

She says this “temperamental”
stuff usually is nothing more than
plain ‘“‘temper.”

Want Real Art,

“It was not many years ago
that a fellow with mediocre abil-
ity could let his hair grow, put
on a ‘temperament,” acquire a
good advertising manager and get
away with it,”” she said this morn-
ing at the Tacoma hotel.

“But that kind of stuff doesn't
go with American audiences any
more. They have no use for
sham. They want real art and
real artists, or they don't want

any at all.

“This to me is one of the most
convincing signs of growing
American seriousness.”

The fact that it has been a bad
season for grand opera managers
is no sign that serious American
interest is lagging, she declared.

“The truth is that the mana-
gers have been unable to get the
singers. And without the Dbest
artists they cannot draw their
audiences,

Why She’'ll Become Yankee,

“I myslf like: the concert work
better than grand opera because
there is more chance to assert my
own individuality, 1 don’'t like
the paint and powder and cos-
tumes which are destroyers of in-
dividuality.”

“Why do I want to become a
U. 8. citizen? In the first place,
because we foreigners should not
come to America, make our
money here and then desert
America. In the second place,
because 1 find Americans appreci-
ate the best things.

“And then, just because I love
America.”
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At no time in the history
of the world has there
been an opportunlty’ to
enter business and carry
it on successfully as the
present, but success means
a connection with the
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JATTACK TRAIN IN TACOMA YARDS |

THE ONLY INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER IN TACOMA.

The Tacoma Times

Tacoma:
day.

|l\flystery in

Attempt
OnSlavic
Munition
Carrier

Sam Rusky, age 23, and John
Ross, age 23, both Austrians, are
held incommunicado at the Tacq-
ma city jail today, and officers
are scouring the city for 15 other
Austrians, as the result of a bold
attack made at 7:30 o’clock this
morning on a Great Northern
train, loaded with war munitions,
as it passed through the Tacoma
yards,

Although extreme gecrecy has
been maintained about the attack,
railroad officials admit that a
gang succeeded in cutting an air-
hose connection hetween two cars,
thus effectively stopping the train

as it was aproaching the 15th
street viaduct.
Hand-to-Hand Battle,
Railroad trainmen rushed on

the group just as the men were
boarding the stalled train,

A hand-to-hand battle followed,
resulting in the trainmen's cap-
turing Rusky and Ross.

The other men, estimated to
number at least 15, made their
escape,

The prisoners were turned over
to Policeman Hines, and taken to
jail,

They were roughly dressed, but
unarmed. Both spoke English,

The freight had come from the
east, and contained several cars of
automobiles consigned to the
Russian army, to be delivered at
Vladivostok, and a number of oth-
er carsg said to contain clothing
and other munitions.

Great Secrecy Observed.

The train was bound for Seat-
tle. Because of the Great North-
ern’s traffic difficulties in the
Cascade mountains, the heavy
freight had been detouredq via
Spokane and Vancouver, Wasb.
The munitions were to be dis-
charged into steamers af the Hill
line.

Railroad detectives, with Ta-
coma city detectives, are working
secretly on the case,

No one has been allowed to in-
terView or even see the two
Austrians,

Looking for Others.

““All we can say now is that the
attack was made,”” said Special
Agent Montgomery of the North-
ern Pacific detective department.
“We do not know whether the
group of men intended to dyna-
mite the train or planned to beat
off the trainmen ang take posses-
sion of the cars, All we know is
that these two men are in jail and
we are looking for the others.”

The train was reported later to
have arrived safely at Smith's
Cove.
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[FLASHES

PASSIAC, N. J.—A block of
this city was swept by fire to-
day, entailing a loss of $300,000
and making 75 families homeless.

HAMMOND, Ind.—In answer
to an editorial attack made on
him by a Hammond newspaper,
Theodore Roosevelt wrote a let-
ter today explaining his action in
1905 with the Korea case which
the editorial sald was similar to
that of Belgium,

SEATTLE — Fire last night
damaged the wholesale building
of O’'Callahan & Graham, entail-
ing $60,000 damages.

LONDON—The
day in Petrograd
in opinion that th
continue until concl
tory.

WAHINGTON, D. C.
Gore announced today
would
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A few of the big improvements

ness section.

Top picture shows workmeén
razing the large frame structure
occupied by the Frye & Co. mar-
ket, 12th and Broadway, where
the new $40,000 home of Feist
& Bachrach is to be erected, i

Center right—Remodelling the

THIS 13

property on
Broadway, in
the Temple of
]'HE Music, where

X the McDonald
YLAH Shoe Co. and
its consolidated
stores - will be
located.

Left Center}|
-—The pioneer
frame building
on Pacific ava-
nue adjoining the Berlin build-
ing, which is being torn down to
make room for the new $25,000
home of Drury, the tailor.

0F
PROMISE

Bottom -— Remodelling the
Warburton building, 11th, Coms:
merce and Broadway, at a cost
of $10,000,

Several new storerooms ure be-
ing cut into the 11th street side4
of the building.

today, while federal officers were
destroying an illicit still. The
men wer attempting to bail out
some of the liguor
been poured in the well.

LINCOLN, Neb.—Three plec
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now under way in Tacoma's busi- |’

which had}]-

T his M eans New Busmess for Tacoma

Wow! Two

'{‘bditor The Times: In one of

ur interesting articles on decol-

gowns you say that you know

of cases where girls in restaurants

ice cream parlors lost their

jobs bécause they refused to dress
more modestly.

“Well, 1 wouldn’t doubt your

‘word, ‘but let me tell you, Mr.

‘ilﬁor that I know of other girls

o nl of them-—who have
b RED from theif jobs be-
fhe) wouldn’'t expose as
'of their persons as their

oyers wanted them to.

. "And ] think you are famillar
"cm.h with what is going on in
Tacoma so that you won't doubt
my word on that either.

A WORKING GIRL.

A NEW PROPOSAL
Bditor The Times: Opin-
pear to agree that the
m of lowness or highness
m's dress depends a good

of gas pipe were found in
furnace of the state capitol buil

ng shortly after an explogion
t is not known if the bomb

er placed their by tantt!u

hrn

LONDON, l‘.b, 84
al

ere experimental ones made by
he national guard or if they]

n what we're accustomed to.
, that the only possible im-
effect of ‘“the descending
hs of the decollete’” would lie
their suggestiveness——in what
ceonceal to the imaginationg
the evil-minded, rather than
what they actually expose to

Bid .Il thh is true, why not set-
uu whole question by luvlnl
ree issued that all vom:’n 's

- | weeks to i
: ‘the

Surprising

Letters On Decollete!

the Adam's apple?

Once accustomed to this style,
I believe the judges of women's
dress would find no cause of com-
plaining against American im-
morality in dress.

Of course there would have to
be a rule against any form of
decollete skirts,

A SERIOUS MAN,

Gerard May

Take Stump
For Wilson

BERLIN, Feb, 24.—If the re-
publicans attack Wilson's sub-
marine policies in the forthecom-
ing political campaign, Ambassa-
dor Gerard may stump the Unit.
ed States in support of the cxeci-
tive,

He plans to visit the United
States before June, he said., He
also plans to urge a tariff high
enough to shut out cheap products
with which he is convineed Kn-

pe intends to flood the country
after the war, He may also advo-
cate a tariff commission,

He will tell the people why
Germany thought America was
bluffing in the submarine de-
mande. Gerard t.rlal. for several

ot orlecey i

lin indicated today.

war.

Washington: Bame.

HALF MILLION
MEN ENGAGE
IN STRUGGLE

LONDON, Feb. 24.—The Germans have be-
gun another drive toward Paris.
! The Crown Prince’s offensive against Verdun
is the beginning of a renewed drive on the
French capital, Amsterdam advices from Ber-

WEATHER
Fair tonight and 'l‘ues-

The plan is to wreek the Verdun fortress, then
begin a great siash toward Parig, 130 miles

3 away.

Berlin is reported to helieve that the fall of Ver-
dun would mark the beginning of the end of the

Half a million men ave engaged in the struggle in
‘the woods to the north and northeast of the fortress,

Amsterdam reported today that the Teuton losses
have been the largest in five months,

A Paris dis-

lpﬂtt ‘h, emphasizing the importance of the conflict,

isaid the tremendous German losses have
| the defeat of the Vedun campaign.
Victory involves too great a sacrifice, the report

said.

PARIS, Feb.

COPENHAGEN,

dun at any cost,

BERLIN, Feb, 24,

rected,

REPUILSE I) AI‘ HIMHA\ T
PARIS, Feb. 24.—After

| neux, six miles from
{ Both sides lost heavily.
The German center

Greetings, isn't “The Rose
Garden Hushand' exciting?

We thi‘nk we l\no“ how to pro-
nounce "Emmy.’

We're not quite so certain
about “Destinn.” But if it's
spoken like it's spelled, we're
willing that Tacoma be call-
the City of Destinny. Per-
sonally, we're very Destinny.
For Emmy — well, Emmy
goes on our list of favarites
along with Kreisler, Tetraz-
zini, Pavlowa, Maude Adams
and Mary Pickford,

D'Loss Sutherland got so
wrapped up in the Novel-a-Week
that he read the rest of the in-
stallments of “The Rose Garden
Husband” when the editor wasn't
looking,” then sat up last night
to plough through “The Red
Emerald” that's coming out next
week.

Ater coljoab finishes with
the alleged defamers of Geo.
Washington we hope he will
prosecute with due diligence

KAISER ON GROUND
Feb, 24.—The kaiser arrived to-
day at Verdun front to encourage

He addressed them, urging them to conquer

day the capture of Brabant Sur
woods, Samogneux, Jood and Herbs,
ed distriets northwest of Beaumont,

These villages are within a radius of seven miles of
the Verdun forts, against which the drive

ap- |
{turing Brabant the Germans were! were repulsed,

assured

FRENCH EVACUATE
24.—~The French
Brabant Sur Meuse, eight miles north of Verdun un-
der a heavy attack, the wmnnnniquv admitted today.

have evacuated

his men.

Ver-

CAPTURE VILLAGES

Headguarters announced to-

Meuse, Haumont
Also the wood-

is  di-

repulsed while storming Samog-|said today.
Verdun. |

fresh attack on Beaumont, seven
miles northeast of Verdun, and
the Communique

Infantry night attacks were
frequent along the eight-mile

made a|front from Hmlnnt to Bedumout

FLOSSIE FLIM FLAM'S
ANSWERS

GUY LLEWELLYN — You're
right!

dramatic scene where he frowned
at the broom handle in “Frowsy .
Freda, the Chambermatd.” ;

Leonard Lunch was the
man who played in that intensely

pes




