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Friday Hourly Sales
No mall or telephone orders tilled for Hourly Sales items

and we reserve the riuht to limn quantities. Hear in mind
the fact that all charge purchases tomorrow go on your
J ill> statement rendered you August Hr-t.

Tennis Shoes 65c Brassieres Half Price

9
About 1IM» pairs only Broken sizes in Bras- _|
of fine Tennis Slkwm sleres—lace and eni- I
for women, girls or broblery trimmed; also *

tol„,.>N__ nun- in while some plain tailored *
or blaik —rtslun'il for styles; ino-t all -i/«*- 111
this hour's sell- PC. in the lot, hut not all

Wing only to. pair 03 C *>i*es hi each style— ft
(limit tto a custom- y«'iir choice of the lot £

er.) this hour at exactly .
—sth Bargain Floor H I'HICK

—."ith Bargain Floor

9
a C|h!?' mrtmrn Ma. Walnuts 3 Lbs. 40c

Win "* « eUru lnr«e 1
Fnalisi, Walnuts re- I

n box—supply your *to J
, . , , dured this one hours

needs this hour only
___\u0084.,.,_, *—.

-I FIVK* IC..
"rtlmg only to TIIKKK IQ

|A BOXKSfor ... IOC l'<>«M»S Aft-, \u25a0•
111 (I b.t to a customer) **, ™« 0IV __-\u0084, lUrK»in noor H '"' «» \u25a0 customer) £ilb Bargain Floor

Percales 7 3-4c Yd. Midd Tieg 19c

pattern* to cl so Middy Tie- in Crepe de £
tof^o|ll—u^ht and tlark ( bines and I'eau de

colors — take ytmr Sole Silks — assorted ff|
choice this hour J:t eohn- — take your \u25a0"

nonly at, |M«r yd. f»U .Loiee of the lot 1 ft^ A
(limit Id yards to a „,,„ ,„,„,. „, ISC A

customer) _.-„,, | Urgaln Floor W
—".Hi Bargain I'hair

Cocoa 16c KarolOcCan
_| /» Hershey's •! «\u25a0 Ii < i oils Karo Syru|>—-Blue f,a- 9
111 Breakfast Cocoa— '2 - , , \u0084 „ —'\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0V , h „, mm,| for « —•». cans— re-

tolllls hour only to per iltued for this hour |f|

S£ZT? 75C Sfmm ,{,.'"
n (limit | tins to a ciis-

'ww *turner) —sth Bargain Floor "
—".lb Bargain lioor„...

OA
Children's Muslin

Milk, 5 Cans 30c Dresses y2 Price

n Aster hriind Milk—fine v „„„|, (>llr clearance f.
•liiallty—large cans— * Children's Muslin -C

llre-se-. Combinations, **toon sale for this I r \Vll|sis and (iowns— -onlj at U\i: Ofln, '"""' "" s'" *U*l'*' |0
CANS for tJUb lv soiled—your choice mw

111 , , of Hie lot this aI / (I lot t«> a customer) , ' \u0084„ , A
lU hour exactly. .l s Price ll

—sth Bargain litM.r —,-,„, ijurgain Floor *
Muslin Petticoats 35c Coffee 32c Lb.

nA sale that may not (Mir famous Derby A
last the hour out—a Spartan blend Coffee— A
limited ntiioiiei of \v<>- our best Mocha-Java

to men's fine white Mus- type the kind we use A_
tin I'etticoals — new ourselves in the Tea 111

ones — tlaintlly trim- Boom and at (he I'oun-
|A mcd with enibrtddery tain—reduced for this ll
Ir. and dust flounce—re- one hour only 90#» T

dured for this QCa '"• I""1' pound . «_)__. l_»
hour, ippinin'iii UOO —sth Bargain Floor

—sth Bargain 'Floor
«t--,j i «_, , • Men's Union Suits
Children's Stockings 35 C

6C Men'- fine Athletic a
|A Children's fine cotton I nlon Suits in checked ffl
I / Ntocking- with double Nainsooks, made with

*\u25a0** knee, reinforced heel or without elustlr a

tollllllLie black only— shoulders and waist* ||}
most all sixes—Mf —M" *****— reduced
(hem this hour I*^ r,,r *******\u0084n|y * C

lonly at, per pair UO lM'r sul» :*r""• 9 1 fift 9
(l.lndt 41 pairs to a ciis- \u25a0 *St*M for. t? IiUU

toiners) —sth Itargain Floor
—sth Bargain Floor _. , . _ .

Starch, 4 Packages
Coffee 15c Lb. 25c

|A Broken Coffee consist- Corn or tilt*___§ Starch—- m

\lk
Ing tif the broken and „iK| leM

, quality—l-lh. CL

to
]lmmm*m W-rtOM o**** ' '\u25a0' 1111 " for -rial blends inak.-s a "'i- hour "lily to t|\
dellctoiM cup—buy It FOI It PACK- l)Cn *V

IIhi- hour only 1 C Ai.V.H tor _<Jb i-
at, per |Miund ..I Ob (I lot to a customer) £)

—-sth Bargain Floor —sth Bargain Floor. *
Rhodes brothers

b Every Detail Tacoma'i Leading Retail Establishment

TODAY'S
MARKET

PRICES
\u2666•' • • * * • • ««*«444l
\u2666 WHAT I'HODUCUK- OKI •\u2666 o*******\u2666»*«>\u2666\u2666•

niii.tiii
Hens. live, light 10-»l'_c
liens, live, heavy 160lt>o
Ducfca live 10Oils
Ifll \u25a0prliiKs. live 22023 cSquab a. li»u dos. 12 in• \u2666\u2666<*>-\u25ba«>\u2666•\u2666•\u2666\u2666\u2666\u2666• 9

4 WHAT XXIAllKKH I'Al 0
•\u2666\u2666\u2666\u2666\u2666\u2666\u2666\u2666\u2666\u2666\u2666\u2666\u2666•a

HI 111 It. Kttaa. CHERBB
Fresh ranch eggs 25c
Waahlnaton cheese Itc
Tillamook l»c
Wash, creamery Cutter ....250211c
Hwlss 'lorn t4c
Cream brick cneeae tic

W lItiI.KHAIJiMKATS
Heifers 10c
Mutton, wethers 11 He
Hu(j sides I«>4 "Dressed hogs lie
Steer beat 10011 c
Kwea 10O10V
Kprlng lamb lie

mcrt
I_M_ona $505.50
Bananas, lb ar
Oranges, by sice $3.600 4.50
Cherries, local 7 ote
Oooaeberrlea. lb., local 2 02**c
i_oganberries. Cat, crate t2.it
Apricots, crate $1.71
Blackberries, crate $1.1501.25
Cantaloupes, crate $1.7102
Strawb' irles. crate $I*l -'•

PlnMpplea, «ioz $1,704*2
Plums Il.fl
Khn3.Pi grapefruit, crata S I .r,
Pearlies $1.2!;
Wat''rliliMonS, lb |g
Prunes Il.il
I'm milts , Il.lt

IK.iKl'llil.EH
New potato*, cwt $2.7r.«j f.ll
Nilti.i ilfim $30 4ipji

Local potatoes 121821
milium. Sacramento, sack t'\u25a0'\u25a0-\u25a0•
I'aiiotK, sack 12.00
l.ittiue, bead, crate $2.25
Kadlshes, local, dot. bunches ...,30c
Rutabaga*, cwt tl.tl
Leaf Lettuce, crate $1.21
hi ii-'.i. In HIto
Florida green peppers, lb 30eSpinach, retail. Id 6c
Cucumbers 30cQ$l
• i liiiiokea. doc 719

Beets, sack 12.21
AsparuKiis, pvi aniiil. box $1.30
Toniatoi'S. hot house, lb. 20c
Rtrliiff beans, lb 10© 12c
Telephone peas, lb :,g
bummer squash, retail, I lbs. ....til
llrussels sprouts. <b |oc
Turnips, aack 12.00

FLOUR
Amocat tail
Pyramid %:. .-,
Whole whe»» bbla 16.11
Drifted Snow 15.21
Olympic $5.21
m_.ii niaiit $s.2i
Occident t ."

Keystone full wheat 15.21
Lyon's Best 17.10

11A » ANil GRAIN
Com $11041
Bran 11l
Mixed Timothy $27fe"2l
Whole oats 130
Barley #33Middlings ft,
Whorls $20
Timothy I2IQJI
Wheat. tOB 1370PM
Alfalfa $18920Rolled oat* J
Hop*. l»15 crop 5«,.i110
Hops, 1911. contracts Nominal
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Now it happened that this was
the wisest thing/that Marley could
have done. For 80/.am had not
for a minute been fooled by
Sledge's action in regard to Feed-
er, and had made up his mind
that the career of the Big Boss
was about to end. The coming
election would settle that.

So when the president of the
traction company appeared at his
office he greeted him cordially,
and before he left it was ar-
ranged that Marley should buy,
for fifty thousand dollars. tin*
new franchise Sledge had rail-
roaded through the city council.

And the further secure thinga,
it was understood that Marley
was to secure control of the com-
pany. This was easy with every-
body In a panic and eager to sell
even at thirty-five.

This was all great news for
Molly, who was lookeil upon as a
budding financier b) both her
father and Bert, the latter being
instrumental in buying up small

!holdings of stock for Marley on
Ithe quiet.

But for all Bert's quiet work.
Sledge, after a long consultation
with Beudix antl Davis, neither of
whom could affirm anything save

I that Marley had had money for
several days and was using cash,
strode Into llie offices of the trac-
tion company, and stopped at
Hum's desk.

"Marley drawn any money
here?" he wanted to know.

"His salary," replied Hunt,
fawning servilely on the big man
Who stood at his side.

"Huh!" and Sledge turned
from the desk. "Anybody in
with him?"

"I think his daughter, sir,"
smirked Hunt, "and Mr. Glider,
unless they have gone out the
other way."

Sledge looked down at his
l:tpel. The red rose was an excel-
3'iit specimen. He walked unan-
nounced into Marley's office,
pausing just inside the door,
struck dumb by a tableau being

Ienacted at the opposite entrance.
IBert Glider, in the act of depart-
ing was kissing Molly good-bye,
land Marley, at his desk, >vhs look-
ing on unconcernedly. He.'t grinn-
ed Impudently at Sledge and de-
parted. Molly grinned taniallzlng-
|ly at him, and sat In the leather
jchair opposite her father. Marley
grinned cheerfully and offered

I litin a cigar.
"Who gave out the dope about

extending the Ridgewood avenue
line?" Sledge gruffly wanted to
know.

"I did." returned Marley calm-
ly. "I thought it might help the
price of my stock. It's been going
down of late."

"Who gave you the word?"
"I didn't need it," Marley re-

minded him. "I'm still president
of the road, yon know."

"I've calleil it off." Sledge In-
formed him. "Yon got no fran-
chise."

"I beg your pardon." Marley
smilingly Interrupted. "The origi-
nal franchise granted a line to the
end of Grace street. When it was
cut through, to connect with
Ridgewood avenue, the authorisa-
tion of the cut, and all the con-
demnation proceedings, were for
an extension of (Irate street."

"May I tell Mr. Sledge what we
intend to do out there?" Molly
plepisantly Inquired.

"1 don't mind," granted Mr.
Marley. beaming upon his child.

"We plan to carry out the orig-
inal idea of building an amuse-
ment park on the Porson prop-
erty, and to drop the Lincoln

i Road project, If the stockholders
don't object at their meeting to-
morrow," she happily told him.
"Mr. tillder thinks it a much bet-

ter location. Shall yon he at the
meeting, Mr. Sledge?"

In reply he chuckled at her.
"You're a corker!" he compli-

mented her.
"Yon don't own much stock any

more, do you?" she went on, de-
lighted with her catechism.

"Knoiigh to stick around," he
reminded her. "Molly, my Bob is
matched against the champion 40-
--ponnd bull of Chicago tomorrow
nlelit. I can arrange for you to
see the scrap without these
rough-necks geeting a peek at
you."

"Thank you," she replied. "I'm
fiure I can't come, however. I've
never seen a do'j; light and I don't
want to see one. But I do hope
Bob wins."

'"He'll win." declaretl Sledge,
confidently. "He's never been
licked yet."

"Kverybody gets It some time,
don't they?" Molly dimpled tip at
him.

"I'li-huh!" he gruffly assented.
Full of thought, he went over

to see Bozzam, who now had an
office In the newest palace of
commerce.

"Ready for the meeting tomor-
row?" he Inquired.

"Quite," replied Bozzam, who,
when with Sledge, was sparing of
words. "Is the slate fixed?"

"Sure! Bozzam, I got your
record."

v "Yes?" returned Bozzam care-
lesaly.

Sledge regarded him fixedly for
a moment.

"You're in It. all right," tie de-
cided. "Huh!" and walked out.

The next afternoon the meeting
of the traction company's stock-
holders took place, and Marley
and Bert Glider holding the ma-
jority of the stock, things happen-
ed exactly as Molly predicted they
would. That evening she anil
Bert spent planning their wedding
which was to take place on
Thunkgiving day.

CHAPTER XII.
Sledge's Rose* Are Wrong

Both Phil and Blondy wore
mournful faces when Sledge walk-
ed through the back room the
next day.

"He's game, all right," com-
mented Phil.

"You couldn't make him holler
if you cut his head off," rootled
Blondy. "I wonder how Bob is
this nmrnign."

"Must be dead from what the
papers said," judged Phil.

"That King Pin must be some
dog."

"He's younger, that's all," Im-
mediately explained Blondy.

"Bob ought've been retired."
criticised Phil. "It wasn't fair to
hand him his first lickin' when
he's old like this. The Big Boy's
late this morning. He's been
coming around at !) o'clock, and
now it's 12."

"Bob's either dead or better.
or he wouldn't be here at all,"
asserted Blondy. "You know, I
like that big slob."

"That's easy," carelessly com-
mented Phil. "There goes his
bell."

Sledge sat in his accustomed
seat. For the first time in all
their acquaintance, Phil saw the
chief with his head sunk on his
collar.

"How's Bob this morning?" he
asked.

The mighty breast of Sledge
heaved with a long full sigh.

"He's all right," he grumbled.
"Not a whimper out of him."
And another sigh, which was al-
most like a sob, impeded his ut-
terance.

"By the way," Phil informed
him. "Sunny Jim Keeler is
dead."

"Gee, the boss is cut up about
Bob!" Phil reported to Blondy.
"I told him about Sunny Jim, and
he never even grunted. That
means the whole Third ward's
done."

Sledge was not so unimpressed
as be seemed to. be, however, for
presently he sent for Phil, and in-
structed that a big floral piece
lie sent, and that the widow's af-
fairs be looked into.

Rendix came in by and by,
looking very much worried, and
sat down heavily.

"Bid you hear that Sunny Jim
Keller is dead?" he Inquired.

Sledge nodded.
"There ain't a man up there

could take the leadership of tluit
ward." went on Bendix, much dis-
couraged. "It's the Third that
has always lapsed.

"I looked up Marley's Ttilfee-
wood avenue franchise," resumed
Bendix. it's good, all right.
Yesterday's meeting was a bright
one for him. A few shares of
traction stock traded hands on
the board today. Bert Glider is
floating liis amusement park,
lie's made a dicker with the com-
pany already formed, to abandon
the Lincoln Road park, and
they're to take over the Porson
tract. The Lincoln Road proper-
ty Is to be usod for car barns, ac-
cording to the latest dope from
Marley, and Glider gets fifty
thousand in stock and manage-
ment of the park, it looks like
a einrh for Bert."

Sledge raised his chin a half
inch, and dropped it again.

"I saw Bozzam," Bendix went
on with his report. "He claims
that, while you own seventy-five
per cent of the stock of the new
traction company, and could
swing everything in a vote, he Is
the duly authorized agent of the
company, and has the right to
sell its franchises at the best
price he can get; so he's going
to close with Marley for fifty
thousand."

"Huh!" grunted Sledge.
"Waver has decided not to sell

his house. He'll go to Switzer-
land, all right, but he prefers to
keep his residence here."

Sledge smiled, it was like the
grimace of a man in the electric
chair.

"But the worst Is yet to come,"
persisted Bendix. "Schwarzman
tells me that Judge I.ansdale pos-
itively refuses that appointment
as attorney for the anti-dry move-
ment. If he stays on the bench,
Sledge, nothing on earth will
make you right."

Sledge's chin sank a little low-
er on his collar. Adolph brought
in a letter, a square white en-
velope which looked strangely
out of place on the edge of a beer
tray.

Sledge opened It mechanically,
and drew out a neatly engraved
card, which read as follows:

Mr. B. Franklin Marley
begs to announce the

engagement of his daughter
Ktlielyn

To Mr. Albert T. Glider

Sledge slipped that announce-
ment calmly In his pocket, and
turned slowly to his pitcher on
the table. His eyes distending,
he grabbed the pitcher, and sud-
denly there was a splintering
crash. He had thrown the- pitch-
er, with Its contents straight
through the window, glass and
all!

"All off with the rosea 1, eh?"
surmised Bendix.

"Naw!" roared Sledge. "They
sent me some pink ones!"

Sledge's first step toward
"picking up the beana" was to
send Bendix down to round up
the Third ward, and then to lock
himself In the president's room
of the First National for an hour,
at the end of which time he sent
for Davis.

"I want $750,000," he directed.
"Yes, sir," hesitated Mr. Da-

vis. "You know wo expect the
bank inspector to Bururlsn us day
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after tomorrow."

"Wire him to put It off ten
days," ordered Sledge.

Sledge, bearing his certificate
of deposit, went over to the Mer-
chants' hank, where he trans-
ferred with President Johnson,

who took Sledge's check, and
gave him a receipt for it; then
the boss went to see Bozzum.

"You sold those franchises
yet?" he demanded.

"Not yet," replied Bozzatn.
"But I'm going to."

"Well," announced Sledge.
"We don't sell. We keep 'em and
build. Dig up for your stock."

Bozzam merely blinked. This
was a blow so unexpected that he
could scarcely comprehend It.

"Dig up?" he faintly repeated.
"Two hundred thousand cash,"

MatCO rumbled. "1 dug." He
tossed Bozzam the receipt from
Johnson, secretary of the Rapid
Transit company, showing that
Benjamin F. Sledge had paid
$7311,(100 cash for 7500 shares of
stock in that live corporation.
"Here's the stock." added Sledge,
throwing down one lone certifi-
cate for the entire amount.

"You don't mean that you're
going to make a bona fide com-
pany out of this?" Bozzaiu in-
credulously questioned.

"The moneys in the bank.
Make good, or let go."

Bozzam felt his circulation
stopping.
and went In search of Senator Al-
lerton.

That sterling friend of the pop-
ulace. State Senator Allerton, was
discovered by Sledge playing
poker in the rooms of Assemmy-
man Buckley.

"Well, what's new?" asked Al-
lerton. obeying a look from
Sledge, and following him into
the adjoining room.

"Street car business," returned
Sledge.

"1 see we have two companies,"
remarked Allerton. "Which one
are you in?"

"New one. Seven hundred and
fifty thousand."

"Whew!" whistled Allerton.
"Any money involved?"

"Allcash," Sledge told him.
"On the level."

"You must have a good out-
look," wondered Allerton.

"N'aw!" repudiated Sledge. "It's
rotten! No franchises."

"I thought you held easily sal-
able ones, from what I saw in the
papers," puzzled Allerton. "If
you haven't, however, you ran
eaHlly get them from the city
council."

"They're no good," insisted
Sledge. "Short terms."

"That's right." agreed Allerton,
beginning to see the light. "Fran-
chises in this state can be grant-
ed for twenty years, and are re-
newable, in ten-year periods, at
the option of the city council. I
suppose your new franchises are
for twenty years."

"Uh-huh!" assented Sledgo.
"That's when the profits begin.
We need franchise'legislation."

"What do you want?" asked
Allerton.

"Fifty-year franchises—free."
"Good lord!" exclaimed Aller-

ton. "Why, Sledge, the man who
would propose that might just as
well retire from politics forever."

"Sure!" agreed Sledge.
The senator stopped with a

shock and reflected. •"The street
car interests in the state are
large, that's a fact," he acknowl-
edged.

"Great game," approved Sledge.
"I want stock all over the state.
You'd better invest."

"It might be attractive," con-
sidered the senator. "How much
stock do you think I should se-
cure?"

"Million."
Kven the seasoned senator,

used as he was to private and
personal discussions involving
comfortable figures, was startled
at the sound of that word.

Allterton spent some minutes
in quiet thought. "Ifwe attempt-
ed to railroad a bill empowering
the granting of fifty-year fran-
chises without remuneration. It
would be snowed under so quick-
ly that the teller couldn't keep
track of the votes. There aren't
ten men In the capitol building
would dare go home to their con-
stituents if they supported such
a measure."

"Sure not," agreed Sledge.
"Never let anybody do anything j
in a law; keep 'em from It."

"That's the Idea," asaohted Al-
lerton. "Restrictive legislation.
The people are strong for that
just now, anyhow. My idea Is to
call the act 'A bill for the Pro-
tection of Municipalities Against
the Monopolistic Perpepuity of
Street Car Companies."

"Great!" approved Sledge. "It
sounds fierce If they get It. I
don't myself, but 1 know It's
against the monopolies."

CHAPTKR XIII.
Molly Is Afraid.

When, some weeks later, Aller-
ton's bill went before the senate,
President Marley of the street
railway company declared that It
did not blind him. He gave out
several Interviews to enterpris-
ing young newspaper reporters to
the effect that the proposed bill
would so reduce the earnings of
street car companies that the
stock would cease to be attractive
to Investors.

"The people do not seem to
realize that It Is Impossible to
make much needed Improvements
and extensions without an In-
crease in capital," he was quoted
in one paper.

And not only Marley but street
car men all over the state repu-
diated the measure, and straight-
way, all the corporations being

against the bill, the general pub-
lic immediately endorsed it.

Such is human nature. Sledge
smiled as he read the newspapers,
which one and all raised the sen-
timents of "the people against the
street car companies and cham-
pioned the Allerton bill.

Molly read, too, and begged her
father to sell his Block. Mut Mar-
ley was enjoying his first real
authority as president of his com-
pany and laughed at her. But
Bert Gilder sided with Molly.

Marley laughed at them both,
but he finally did offer his" stock
to an up-to-date cyndicate that
had him interested some months
before.

• • •
Bert Glider, a necessury ad-

junct to the Sunday dinner, came
in just in time to sit down at the
table with the family, and he was
so preoccupied that Molly was
hall-vexed with him.

"What has happened to worry
you, BertT" asked Marley.

i took a drive out Lincoln
Road this morning, and they're
going ahead with their amuse-
ment park project."

'impossible.'' asserted Marley
In outraged dignity. •'While the
Ring City Street Road franchise,
which would prevent our competi-
tors from obtaining one, It has
not announced any Intention of
building in that direction, and
will not do so."

Bert laughed quite without
"We can't let go!" he blurted,

in acute pain.
"Sure not!" said Sledge, lift-

ing his heavy upper lip to snarl
at him vindictively. "Yon cheap
crooks thought you could double-
cross me. You bought stock in
Bert Glider's name. You loaned
Marley enough to buy control.
Any way you fix it, you lose."

Sledge passed out of the door,
mirth.

Molly glanced quickly at her
father.

"I've already done it," he half-
shamel'acedly explained.

"Sold your stock?" she eagerly
Inquired.
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"Not quite." he hesitated. "I
did, however, wire the people who
have been after my stock to name
their best offer."

"Father, ' said Molly suddenly,
In the midst of the Bllence which
followed, "if Mr. Sledge finds you
have sent that telegram he will
do whatever he is going to do
before you can turn around."

"He'll have to move quickly,"
answered her lather. "I sent my
people that telegram today, so
they would have it the first tiling
Monday iiiorjiing. Xhey ye re
very eager, while they were here,
to acquire possession, and 1 shall
doubtless hear from them by 10
o'clock."

"I wish I could sleep until 10,
and when I wake up rintl that It's
all right." Molly worried, if you
and Bert are not entirely out of
all business deals in this town by
our wedding day, Sledge will see
to It that we none of us have a
dollar. He thinks that If he can
only break Bert and father,
there'll be no wedding bells for
us. Bert and I will each be com-
pelled to seek a more lucrative
match."

She glanced smilingly at Bert,
and surprised on his face a curi-
ous expression, which plnngod
her into deep and not overly
pleasant thought.

Molly's anxiety was by no
means feigned. The next morn-
ing she wandered about the house
quite ill at ease; then, unable to
content herself. suggested to
Fen. that they make ready for a
drive. She made the first stop
at her father's officii. Slio was
tulu to come right in. and found
Bert with i.er 'ather.

Marley sll :ully handed her I
telegram. It reads:

"Our Mr. Coldman will see you
in two weeks from today."

"Two WOO—a," h; c worried.
"Cnn't you possibly hiirrv them
up?"

Marley handed her another
telegram:

"Impossible lo arrange earlier
date."

"Two weeks." speculated Bert:

then he added Impatiently, "Con-
found It, Marley! We must gain
time."

"1 don't see how, unless Molly
marries Sledge," suggested her
father, with a laugh.

Molly started to laugh, also,
but found Bert looking at her
speculatively.

"She doesn't need go that far,"
he mused.

Molly looked at :__m in sharp
incredulity for a moment; then,.,
without a word, she turned to
leave the room.

"Where are you going?" asked
her father.

"To see Sledge." she responded.
"1 think you told me that he is
always at the bank between 11
and l| in the morning!"

"Molly-" commanded Bert
sharply, recalled to his seuses by"*
her bearing, "you mustn't see
him. I forbid it!"

Molly rejoined Kern.
"What's the joke?" asked that

young lady. "I've been dying all
morning to hear somebody gig-
gle."

"You're to chaperon me while
I go over and make love to
Sledge," Molly gaily informed
her.

"You're not, really!" protested'
Fern, delighted, nevertheless.

"1 am really." retorted Molly,
her eyes flashing a trifle more
than a mere jest would seem to
warrant. "I must, Fern. I
plunged both father and Bert Into
this trouble, and Bert seems to.
think It's up to yours truly to fool
Sledge along until they have time
to get out of It. Besides that, It's
a sort of a game between Sledge
and myself, and I'm not going to
have that big duffer win It."
(Continued in Our Next Issue.)
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