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She Sighs
one day at the Winter
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her own country the|®
dle class.”
ps you don’'t know exactly
m- means, It is a person
”'t anywhere near the no-
‘but still has money and a
the social

place in

» looked over the gorgeous
ents and fell to sighing. At
lt seemed, she could contain
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i Poor Children

“Why to think of the vanished

deur here. Think! Czars

- actually lived here and

¥alked in these rooms. Perhaps
“‘ have sat in these very chairs,
jd now they are gone forever!"

took us back a good deal,

one of us piped up after a mo-
and said:

?‘l don’t see anything sad about
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that. It seems to me a grand good
thing. Good riddance. They've
gone and that's the best thing ever
said about them.”

““But think of the czar’s poor
children,” she wailed. ‘‘Surely
you haven’'t any animosity against
the echildren. Think how they
have been reared! Always accus-
tomed to ease and comfort and
now what will become of them?”

Opportunity
“Well,” said Jim Duncan, “I
should thing they would now be
blessed with an opportunity to
earn an honest living. Miss Olga,
from all T can learn, might make

a first class typewriter, and as for
the boy it is far from too late for
him to learn the carpentering
trade.”

It was plain she was inexpress-
ibly shocked. She called herself
a democrat and yet she could not
possibly get over the prejudice
with which she was born. Royal
blood was still royal blood even|
when its possessors had lost their
royal job,

The hold this absurdity has
upon the human mind {8 one of
the most amazing facts in lite.

Always Cropping Out

A hundred years of free insti-
tutions haven’t extracted it from
some Americans. From some!
Why, it actually survives enough
to create one of the serious diffi-
culties of the situation, because
it is continually cropping out in
American writing about Russia.

We had some manifestations of
it in Russia itself, some that were
;)dc: and some that were just com-
cal.

When Mr. N. Romanoff got out
of the Winter Palace and quit the
whole palace business, which he
did with considerable suddenness,
you may remember, most of the
imperial servants were left pehind.

Shocked Servants

We found them there, still
wearing ‘the palace uniform of
imperial blue with imposing silver
buttons. They seemed to me a
melancholy lot, but doubtless
more sinned against than sinning.
Who could learn light-heartedness
in a madhouse?

I cannot pretend that we made
much of a hit with them; in fact I
fear that to the last they regarded
us with solemn disfavor.

They had been used always to
waiting upon grand dukes and the
barons and that sort of creature
that waited upon czars, and to
see this herd of common slobs
tramping thru those sacred halls
was a little too much,

They were mostly old timers
and thoroly drilled to the old
regime and not keen for any in-
novations—least of all for Amer-
fcan persons in sack suits.

in bad the first turn of the box
with some of these worthy but.
stilted guardians of vanished dig-
nity and we never got right again

like this:
Soldiers Sing

We arrived about three in the
afternoon and the baggage came
soon afterward and was piled un-
ceremoniously on the first sacred
imperial floor.
A squad of the idle soldiers out-
side was impressed to carry it up
to our rooms.
As they came down stairs after
performing this function they be-
gan to sing, I thought the ser-
vants would hurst into tears.
They looked at one another and
shook their dear old heads in de-
spair. Common soldiers singing in
the temple of the Romanofis!
This was indeed beyond endur-
ance.
One of them could not contain
himself but broke loose with a
vehement protest. He looked so
cut up that we were moved to ask
the interpreter what ailed the old
boy. It seemed that what he was
saying was this:

Put to Use Now
“There it is! There it is! Sing-
ing in the czar's palace! And that
is what they call liberty! I say
again as I have said before, this
liberty will be the ruin of Russia!”
But the soldiers, they just
laughed and sang the next stanza
and two of us laughed with them,
and that settled us in the minds
of the servitors, We were ovi-
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dently ourselves of this vile hoi
polloi.

But they must have become
somewhat hardened to it all by
this time, if any of them are left
in the haunt,

Because a use has been found
at last for the monstrous pile
that was so long the world's
hugest monument of insane extra-
vagance, The government has
moved into it and turned it into a
hive of business.

The magnificent suite once oc-
cupled by Catherine II and her
successive lovers is now filled
with desks.

People Remain

The rooms that waited 75 years
to be entered by a single royal
guest now resound with the rattle
of typewriters. Common, orii-
nary clerks hustle over the thick

carpets.

The madhouse has become the
home of business and the dwelling
of sanity and purpose.

It is a great change, typical of
the change that is coming cver
the world. All the Winter Palaces
and others are doomed to go the
same way. Catherine II thought
she was building a structure that
should endure to all time as one
of the world's wonders and symbol
of autocratic splendod and pover.

And all she was building, as a
matter of fact, was a fdirly good
office building for a governmont
of peasants, carpenters and team-
sters that has arisen over the
ashes of the throne she founded.

It is so with all the rest. Soon
or late they all go the same way.
But the people remain!

Edward Wesman slips on brick
at Buffelin Lumber Co. and
sprains ankle,

President Wilson sends wel-
come to Brazil, now on side of
allies.

Dr. Murry, Dentist, Warburton gd
adv,

Lieut. Raoul Luffberry, famous
flyer of Lafayette Escadrille,
given war medal by foreign service
commission of Aero club of
America.

Uprising of German oolonies in
Brazil reported,

Ralph Nickum from
state training school at Chehalis
and is recaptured.

Auto OCoaster Wagons—$4.25
and up. Palace Hardware Co,,
1511 Pacific Ave. adv.

ling over profits of
dairy ranch, Marie and Robert
Tresch both granted divorce by
Judge Chapman.

Dr. Cozza, dentist, 203 Provi-
dent. adv.

Overheated stove causes fire at
home of Mike Christian, 3719 So.
1 st., doing $300 damage.

Camembert and Neufchatre

Cheese. Duenwald’s, 1112 Broad-
way. adv.
-
Washington, D. C,, goes dry-
ernell.

British casualties reported dur-
ber the total was 104,698,

16-in. and 4-ft. slab wood. Key-
stone Lumber Co. Main 328. adv.

Tdttle milk war starts in Spo-
kane between producers and dis-
tributers,

We rent guns, Hofstetter's,
1803 Pacific ave. | adv.

Grade school boys at Kelso are
being taught to knit.

Lintment

HIS MONEY'S WORTH
HAMMOND, La., Nov. 1,—
Sheriff Dallman came upon a ne-
gro selling watermelons at $1.50
aplece. He thot the price high, in

the middle of the watermelon belt!

and the heart of the season. “A

\—':'
u—--_ll

hold-up," he sald, and bouglit a

melon, “Keep dis end up,” said
the negro.
the melon he found a quart bot-
tle of eight-year-old.

COMMERCIAL BINDERY &
PRINTING CO. Main 417, ady.

From now on U, 8. mint at

Denver will turn out nothing but'

pennies to relieve need of great
number of coppers caused by war
tax bill.

The ladies of Trinity Guild will
hold a rummage sale
and Monday, Nov. 3 and 5, in the

new Feist & Bachrach building,'
adv.'

1163% Broadway.

U. B, loans $25,000,000 more
to England.

¢ Births,
Born to Mr. and Mrs. John Mil-
ligan, 2119 So. G st., Oct. 21, son.

Deaths,

Charles W. Strohn, 86, Wed-!
nesday at home of his nleoo, Mrs.
H. H. Chance, 20356 So, 8th st,
Body removed to Buckley-King’s,

Funeral of Mrs. Conradine Mat-

thaei at 3 p. m. Thursday from '

Buckley-King’s, Interment, Moun-
tain View cemetery,

Funeral of Mabel Anderson at
2 p. m, Friday from So. Tacoms
Bwedish Luiheran church,
ment, Tacoma cemetery.

DANCING

EVERY EVENING

lmcommeroo,ltl&h

uwun &Om

When the sheriff cut'

Saturday §

Inter-

|

NEW GAS RATES

Filed With the State Public Service

Commission by Tacoma Gas Company

T0 GO INTO EFFECT DECEMBER 1, 1917

The Tacoma Gas Company invested large
amounts of money to render adequate and
modern service to Tacoma and suburbs.

Much of this investment has not been pro-
ductive. In other words, it has failed to earn
a return.

For.years the company has not earned suf-
Ficient to pay interest on the money invested.

Unprecedented increases in the prices of
coal, oil, materials, supplies and labor follow-
ed the inability of the company to earn bond
interest under normal conditions.

Persistently utilizing every method toward
efficiency and economy, the company has not
complained and has rendered service of the
highest standard to its customers,

The company is now compelled by existing
costs of production to ask the Public Service
Commission to investigate the cost of gas
service and to authorize increased rates.

When the hearing on the application is held
the company will present the facts showing
that, much as we regret it, higher gas rates
are unavoidable, due to circumstances beyond
our control.

.

OMA GAS COMPANY

ELMER DOVER, Receiver

The company will ask the Commission to
make the following changes in the rates:

1. Abolish the present minimum charge of
50 cents per meter per month,

2. Place in effect a readiness-to-serve (or
service) charge of 25 cents per meter per

month,

3. Increase the rate 5

the company,

We are hopeful that these moderate ad-
vances will enable the company to partially
offset the extraordinary increases in the cost
of coal, oil, and labor, which have taken place
during the present year,

We sincerely hope each of our customers
will accept this relatively small monthly in-
crease in the ungrudging spirit that must ani-
mate all Americans everywhere if the services
of the public utility companies, the credit of

¢ American securities, and the industrial ener-
gies of the country, are to be maintained.

cents per thousand
and reduce the discount for the prompt
payment of bills from 10 cents per thou-
sand cubic feet to 5 cents per thousand.

The readiness-to-serve charge is based, like
the old minimum charge, on the fair and just
principle that every consumer entails an abso-
lute and continuous monthly expense upon




