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American Troops Thrown Back, Says Berlin Report
"They Shall Not Pass" *

KAISER GOES
TO PERONNE

(United Press Leased Wire.)
AMSTERDAM, March 25.—Ka<-

ser Wilhelm and Field Marshal
Hindenburg visited Peronne Sun-
day evening, according to Merlin
dispatches received here today.

The kaiser ordered flags hoist-
ed, rockets fired and school*, given
a holiday thruout Germany, In
celebration of Peronne'g capture.

27 DIVISIONS
HOLDING 97

(United Press Leased Wire.)
WASHINGTON, O. C., March

25.—Field Marshal Haig is hold-
ing the great German drive of Hi
divisions with only 27 divisions
of battling Tommies, it was stat-
ed by British military men here
today.

LIVELY GUN BATTLE
ON ITALIANFRONT
it nli.'.l rresa Leaced Wire.)

ROME, March 25.—A lively ar-
tillery struggle was resumed at
various points on the Italian
front said tlie Rome war office to-
day.

Four enemy airplanes were
brought down Sunday and two
others Saturday.

WEATHER FORECAST
Rain tonight

and Tuesday

Still No Solution of
Paris Shell Mystery!

<l nllrd free. I.ra-rd Wire.)

PARIS, March 25.—Mysterious
German shells resumed falling on
Paris early today and ceaaed at
9:50 a. m, The people remain-
ed in bed and were not disturbed.

The force of the explosion was
not greater than that of many
nhells dropped on the city in the
past from airplanes.

The shells were of light explo-
sives power and made a very
small hole in the ground. Meas-
urements at. several different
places showed that the holes aver-
aged four feet In diameter and
were not more than two feet deep.

French experts direct attention
to the fact that the shells fall at
a slackened speed with practically
no force.

Several casualties resulted from
yesterday's air raid, it was offi-
cially announced today.

A number of enemy airplanes
succeeded In crossing the battle
I'nes at a high altitude and at-
tacked the city. They were pur-
sued immediately by French air-
planes from the front and those
attached to tho Pairis defense.;.
They were driven off after drop-
ping several bombs.

a sectional shell. Such a shell, by
explosions at intervals in the air,
m--ght surpass any previous possi-
bilities.

The Germans undoubtedly de-
sire to spread the belief that they
have developed such agun, in hope
of demoralizing public morale in
Paris and London, tho Knglish
coast be*ng within its range.

GEN. WOOD WON'T
BELIEVE GUN YARN

It \u25a0llr.l .»<-«\u25a0<\u25a0 l.r-a.rd Win..)

NEW YORK, March 25.—Mnjor
General Wood, just returned from
France, emphatically declared his
belief that no mysterious new Gcr-
man gun is firing on Paris.

"I have read all the report* re-
garding the attack on Paris," said
Gen. Wood in an interview with
the New York Herald, "and I am
convinced no new gun of marvel-
ous range is involved. In my opin-
ion a great aerial attach is tak-
ing place and It seems very pos-
sible that radical development of
airplane guns by the Germans is

CLAIM 40,000
ARE CAPTURED

(I'mlied Press Leased Wire.)
BERLIN, via London, March _ST>.—French and Ameri-

can troops liave Iwen thrown hack thru tlie |mUlili*.s, wooded
rountrj near l-aw-in ill.-, \ illequi. i and Auiii.nil, the Ber-
lin war office declared today
The capture of Bapaume was announced.
"Near Bapaume, the enemy was again defeated.
"Northeast of Bapaume, German troops broke thru and drove

the enemy back by way of Rtres and Sailly."
Guiscard and C'hauny have been captured, tlie statement said.
"Enemy losses are unusually heavy.
"Forty thousand allied prisoners have been taken, together

with more than COO guns and quantities of other war material."
Divisions freshly brought up failed lo bring a decision in favor

of the enemy, the statement said.
"In the evening, they were defeated and streamed westward,"

it was declared.
Hot lighting is in progress for the possession of Comhles.
Nesle was stormed during the evening.
Strong positions west or the Orozat canal were captured.

Passage of the Sun.in.- river was forced lielou* Ham, the
war office announced.

"We mounted tho heights west of tho Somme," the
statement continued.

Field Man-hal Haig, in his official statement, admitted the Ger-
i mans crossed the Somme south of Peronne. near Ucourt, but de-
clared they were driven hack. It is not plain whether the Berlin

jwar office and Haig referred to the same action.
Ytres and Sailly are southeast, rather than northeast of l.a-

puunie. It is probable that the German statement meant the Brit-
I ish retreated In the direction of those two/towns.

Haig admitted the enemy gaine^afflTglfrfoolhold in the new"
British lines north of Bapaume during powerful attacks Sunday
evening, but declared they were later driven out.j (.'tallies is mi.lwny between Bapaume and Peronne it is 13
miles west of Peronne. It is 13 miles we.>t of Villeiv the nearest
point in the line to the start of the offensive.

Nesle, 15 miles south of Peronne nnd seven miles west of Ham
the capture of which had been admitted by the Britii-li. Nesle is 17
miles west of the originul line, and if it is in German hands aaclaimed by Berlin, this marks the farthest enemy advance to date.This is the second reference to French and American

troops aiding; (lie British in resisting the German drive.
IVaii..,-Ain.-i-i,a„ force* were first mentioned In Sunday's
..Ithai statement of tho Berlin war office.
If Berlin's statement is true, It would indicate that the Frenchand American troops involved really are a part of the "mobile re-serve" authorized by the Versailles inter-allied conference. The

| nearest point in the line where American trooiw previously have beenmentioned is in the (hemin dcs Dames sector, about 35 miles south-
east.

involved. I hold this belief da.pite
the assertion that the position of
a great new gun has been accu-
rately ascertained. I am sure'
that within a short time It will!
be established that an airplane'
bombardment has resulted in the I
misleading report." j

STILL MYSTERY TO
BRITISH EXPERTS

It BIU-.I l'rii» I rn.nl Wire.)

LONDON, March 25.—The un-
explained arrival of German shells
in Paris Is today regarded here
as the greatest mystery of the
won-. Br'.-Mslh experts suggest the
possibility of shells being propell-
ed from Zeppelins at a great
height.

A report of a monster gun be-
ing located more than 70 miles
from Paris has not been confirm-
ed.

Experts here who are frankly
skeptical, considered various the-
ories, including the possibility of a
newly discovered prop ell-ant of
power hitherto unknown, expelling

PLAN MAY BE TO
INVADE ENGLAND

BY KENNETH W. PAYNE
(United Press Leased Wire.}

LONDON, March 25.—1s the most stupendous
scheme of conquest in history about to be attempted
by the kaiser? Is the invasion of England—an age-
old dream of every great continental military power
—the real German surprise for 1918?

It is no exaggeration to say that a Teutonic on-
slaught upon the island fortress has been since thewar began a recognized and menacing possibility.

There is no disputing the fact that now or never is
the kaiser's chance.

Aknock-out of the entente in 1918, or complete dis-
aster—Germany unquestionably recognizes that this
is her alternative. "World-power or downfall" has
become now in fact the desperate gambler's choice
before the kaiser. In 1919 America's strength will
begin irresistibly to turn the tide against him.

Sat's Bear says

he's waiting for
someone to
spring that old
gag about all
the rain being
caused l* big
gun fit* In
Franca,

i "It ls my belief and that of my

Iassociates that the missiles fall-
ing "on Paris are aerial torpedoes
—nothing more," said Henry
Woodhouse, of the board of gov-
ernors of the Aero Club of Amer-
ica, today, after reading all the
reports In the morning papers.

"It lo quite practicable U> build
an ordinary Maxim silen-m- that
would deaden the report of a
gun throwing shells into Paris
from the suburbs of the city,"
Hudson Maxim, famous inventor
of explosives, declared today aft-
er reading accounts of mysterious
shells falling In Paris.

How can the entente be smash-
ed in 1918? By a blow in the
solar plexus, by an invasion of
England, AND BY THAT ALONE.

The ruthless conquests In the
east are netting the Huns no ad-
vantage that they can keep unless
England is crushed. Capture of
Paris would not smash the entente
'so long as the power of England
stood.

K\|><-i-ts Expect Blow.
Lieut.-Col. Charles Repington,

Great Britain's leading military
critic, in his analysis of the pos-
sibilities of the German blow In
1918, mentions first of all "an
oversea attack upon England."

Sir Auckland Geddes, British
minister of national service, ar-
rested the attention of the world
when he declared: "I have no
doubt Germany will strike not
only at our forces in France, but
also, if ahe can, at the heart of
England."

The German passion for a huge
war indemnity, tn order that she
may recover quickly after the

(Bapaume is IS miles west of
jCambrai and more than six miles
southwest of the nearest point
held hy the Germans before the
present offensive).

The buttle continues witli treat
violence on. the whole front.

North of Bapaume yesterday ev-
iening powerful attacks were re-
pulsed wti'h heavy enemy losses.
At only one point did the Germans
roach the British trenches. They
were Immediately thrown out.

Elsewhere the enemy's attacks
were stopped by rifle and machine
gun f!re by the British :uid ho was
driven back with gre.it losses.

(This may Ik- rcgai-.lcd as
the most optimistic official
statement Issued hy li.-1.1
Marshal Haig since the Ger-
man offensive began. Ac
cording to (he British com-
mander, the enemy's advance
has lieen stopped nil along
the line — temporarily ut
least).

May Occupy
Russ Capital
ii ni...i Paem Veemm wir.-.i

WASHINGTON, 1). ('., .March
25.—Tlie Germans miiy occupy
Petrograd today, a stale depart-
ment message Indicated.

American COMtil Tn-ilv.ell,
.aliling from Vologda, March L'O, |

| just after leaving the Russian cap-
ital forec.ist enemy occupation
"within |< hours."

Practically all Americans, he
reported, had evacuated Urn city.!

HAIG MORE
OPTIMISTIC
IN REPORT!
Ilullr.l l*re»K I ,n». ,1 Wlrr.)

LONDON, Ma-ch _£.*>.—tier-
man forces ci-osm-.I tlie
Nomine river south of Peron-
ne Ix-tu.t-u tlie city anil Li-
couii, hut were <h-iven hack
lo (he easi baok by counter
atta.ks, luhl Mai--li.il Half; .
teeet4em today.

The firs! hoslile alliu-ks
this morning .level.>|ied noi-th
an.l south of Bapaume, Haig'
said.

I present conflict, would he satis-
fied by a conquest of Britain as
it could be In no other way.

Kveryliody Prepared.
Finally, occupation of England

and destruction or seizure of the
British navy would be Germany's
only hope of establishing herself
in a position to ward off the com-
ing American blow.

The people on the east
coast of England have re-
ceived definite, iron-bound in-
structions as to exactly what

(Coniinnc.l on Page Two.)

WHEAT EXPORTS IN
FEBRUARY DOWN

COaltrd Preaa Leaned "Wire.)

WASHINGTON, D. C, Msrch 25.
—Wheat exports during February
were 1,048,488 bushels, against
10,383,524 "bushels In February
last ye.tr according to figures made
public by tlie department of com-
merce today.

Soruebody wtnites in to the Chl-
;bune asking:

"Are you in any way Interested
in knowing that a certain Biggs
Tinker is visiting his parents in
Tacoma, Wash?"

And tlie Trth head.s the Item;

"TOC KNOW VERY WELL THAT
WE IK).\"T TARE A TINKERS
1-OI'GII WALL."

We know- about 2,~ Tacoma
liusliichn ni.Mi who have a
much more profouml respect
for tho abilities nnd n-sponsi-
l.iliti.-s of waitresses thiiii
the}- Im.l Sunday morning.

YES, IT WOULD BE Ql'lTE
WELL

Dear Talko: In view of Ihe
seeming yellow peril in Siberia
would It not be well to call the
attention of our gifted congress-
men lo the fact that Mr. Teagar-
den and Mr. Rice have attained
position.s on the food production
committee of California?

C. B.

"Hosiery for Easter," de-
clares an enraptured nd writ-
er in the HouHton l".»si,
"riMM-h.es now heights of love-
liness."

AN OLD SLANDER
Ar. advertising circular reads,

"Travelling men wait a cona'der-
a'ble pert of their time." We re-
fuse to believe it.

HKATTLK SEND 170 MEN
it'uiiril Preaa Leased Wl».l

SEATTLE, March 25.—Seattle
will bid farewell to the 179 men
of the ffc.-st quota of the secoud
draft who will leave n«t Friday
for Camp Lewis.

FIGHT GROWS
MORE INTENSE

"Americans Feel You WillWin,"
President Wilson Cables Haig

i l 011..1 Press l_eused Wire.)
WASHINGTON, D. C, March IS.- "Americans feel you

will win," was the meetMige Presi.li'iit Wilson sent to Field
Maivliul Iluig today, as (he great west front battle swept on
in its fury.

The message reflected the confidence of the president In
the critical events now transpiring in France Kin cable read:_ "May I not express to you my warm admlralion for the
ste-ulfastni'm and valor with which your troops have with-
stood the German onset and the perfect confidence all Ameri-
cans feel that you *»ill win a secure and final victory.

"WOOOROW WILSON."

BY WILLIAMPHILLIP SIMMS
United Press Staff Correspondent

WITH THE BRITISH ARMIES IN THE FIELD,
March 25.—With increasing intensity the fighting
thunders on from the Scarpe to Oise.

Both the British and Teutonic troops are fagged
but continue battling.

Captured prisoners declare that the heaviest blows
are yet to come.

The Germans, at heavy cost, have progressed across
the old battlefield of the Somme but the British line
everywhere is intact.

Haig's troops have withdrawn in the most perfect
order.

All night long the fighting has
been most severe, esiieciall}- along
the Sapignr.*es-R..|iaume road. The
Germans In dense massed were
hurled forward in the moonlight
while the British machine guns
raked them In an unending rattle.

the fighting in the sky, creating
new i.-i-ords. They are withstand-
ing the strai'u of ceaseless work
admirably.

The spirit of the men in all
branches i-- fine as the prospect of
yet heavier fighding opens.

I|i U> Old Tricks.
Meantime, the Germans are up

to their old tricks. Germans dress-
ed a.s British officers or civilians
are going thru towns far back of
the lines advising the people to
flee and announcing; the Germans
are in the next village.

One, in the uniform of a mili-
tary iiolceman, galloped into a
village, waving a revolver and cry-
f'nig that the Huns wore on his
heels. He was caught and proved
lo be a German.

T'ndec the eyes of captains and
kings the great battle presses on
without pause.

Hag and others are fingering
(Continued on rage Five.)

Olxservers close up at the front
B'ffMlM li-ack to Khe artillery aJ)d

tlie half stripped gunners fired
until their pieces were almost red-
hot.

The enemy is pr<-sing on al-
most without artillery support,
trusting in their a,'»'lity to bend
the British line by sheer force of
numbers.

Best Targets Ever.
No such tarkets were ever of-

fered to modern gunners.
The fighting on the road north

of Bapaume continued to be ter-
rific tills morn'nig and llkefwxe
southward in the region of Ham
and Nenle, the enemy desperately
endeavoring to maintain a oross-
lnig of the Somme.

Apparently the Germans are at-
tempting to drive a wedge Into the
center of the battle front where
they have croaited a pointed »a-
jllent after massed ons-laugihts and
great losses.

The British line is bending bu<
it has not broken. Hindenbnrg
counted ui>on breaking the line the
first day.

The enemy cuvalry Is dolrip its
utmost to har.iss the British with-
drawal but only <;jin |>a tilt i v»-l -
small bodies have yet appeared.

Airmen Never Tire.
The situation neceearlly is oh-

scuTcd with the attacks and coun-
ter attacks surging ceaselessly
both under the sun and the stars.

As Is Inevitable In the case of
such flighting, tlie altuckers h-ive
taken guns, prisoners and ma-
terials, but 1 do not believe in
alanu'ng numbers.

The airmen continue constantly

FIRST POSTER
IS EXHIBITED

The Times today posted in its
office windows the first Third
Liberty loan posters to appear In
Tacoma. They show a striking

\u25a0 drawing by Sa terfleld headed
They've Just Begun to Fight!"

CALL OFF GENERAL
STRIKE 48 HOURS

llnli'il Pr*«n I ra.,-<i Wlre.i
KANSAS CITY, March 25.—

The threatened general strike ot
organiwd labor here, growing out
of the refusal of laundry owners
to mediate the wage demands of
employes, was postponed today
for 4 8 hours.

FRENCH TAKING
PART OF LOAD!

(I nii.-.l Press Leased Wire.)
PARIS, March 25.—French troops relieved part of the allied

forces Saturday, the war office communique stated today.
Hard fighting was reported in the Noyon region. French

forces held the heights on the right bank of the Oolse against
Important enemy attacks.

Northwest of Rheims, there was violent artillerylng in the
Courcy and Lolvre regions.

East of Suippes, In tbe Champagne region (where America!
troop* are located, two enemy raids fell down.

Active artillerylng occurred between Arraco-urt and the
Vosges region.

East of Badonvlllera (where American troops are In the
line) Ike enemy attacked at dawn, but waa thrown hatch wltk
'heavy losses.


