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1 U.S.Will Send Forces to Aid Italy

Charge
Rental
Holdup

Evidence that rent hogs are
active in Tacoma, not only in
boosting the rents on house-
keeping rooms, but on houses
and cottages as well, is piling
up in the form of numerous
complaints made to those in
charge of listing rooms for
the accommodation of the
families of soldiers and oth-
ers who have come to in-
crease the city's population.
This evidence appears to con-
tradict the statements of Tacoma
real estate agents, who declare
that on the average the advance
in rents on, houses has not heen
unreasonable.
Rent Doubles.

One of the complaints was from

a man who said that a year ago

IN THE CLOUDS

he rented a five-room cottage atif"

$12.560 a month, Later his rent
was raised to $15. Then, after he
had painted the place at his own
expense, had made a garden and
improved the premises, the land-
lord raised his rent to $25 a
month.

Another case was from a Taco-
ma householder who had been;

paying $11.50.

Wishing to accommodate a ship-
yard worker and his family whe
had been unable to find a home,
he rented out the upper floor of
his home. Immediately his rent
was raised to $35.

$30 to $60.

Complaints of exorbitant rents
on rooms and apartments are in
the majority. In one case re-
ported the rent on two rooms in
an apartment house has jumped
from $30 to $60; in another, one

room and a kitchenette has ad-
vanced from $35 to $50.
One of the many persons who

have signed the patition to Con-
gressman Johnson, printed in The
Times, urging the passage of a
law for a tax on excess rents, was
Mrs. G. P. Sproule, wife of a Ta-
coma shipyard worker,

Worst Offenders Wealthy.

A month ago, she said, she and
her husband rented two rooms in
a house at No. I and Tacoma ave.
for $16 a month.

Then, when she went to pay the
rent for the second month, the
proprietress informed her it had
been advanced to $18.

The complaints which have been
received indicate that among the
worst offenders are wealthy and
prominent citizens of Tacoma,

DRIVE MAY
HIT YANKS

QDispa.t.ch From Fred 8.
Ferguson

By United Press Leased Wire.
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WITH THE AMERICAN ARMY
IN FRANCE, June 17. — The
Americans at the edge of the
Montdidier-Noyon offensive front
now are also in the shadow of the
storm cloud which possibly will
break before Amiens.

This sector was quiet today,
but it was an ominous quiet. The
artilleries are silent and airplanes
drone lazily in the sky. Beneath
the quietude, however, there was
the keenest alertness,

As on the Marne front, certain
French units are serving under
American commanders in the
Montdidier sector now.

Doug Sells Po
(U-lledgl’ren Leased Wln.p

1.0O8 ANGELES, June 17.—
Charlie Chaplin and Douglas
Fairbanks will sell peanuts and
pop thruout the grandstand, and
other movie celebrities will as-
sist in various ways this afternoon
when the Oakland club of the
Coast league plays the submarine
baseball nine for the benefit of
the enlisted men’s club,

WEATHER FORECAST
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ORGANIZE
AGAINST
RENT HOGS

| By J. H. Duckworth }

Special Staff Dispatch,

@ »

NEW YORK, June 17.-—0v§r
50,000 families are now involved
in the fight against the profiteer-
ing landlord in New York.

Both sides are thoroughly or-
ganized. The struggle is to be
fought to a finish.

Samuel Orr, lawyer and city as-
semblyman, is the principal legal
adviser for the oppressed tenants;
Bernard Deutsch is president of
the ‘‘landlords’ trust.”

‘“We are going to win this
tight,” said*Orr today, “if the ten-
ants will stick together, The only
thing the landlords can do will be
to start the wholesale eviction of
50,000 families, which would rival
the present flight of French
refugees before the German
armies,

Tenants Organize,

“Failing federal action to pro-
tect householders, we intend to
fight this unpatriotic robbing our-
selves,

“We are going to show
what tenants in other parts
of the country can do if they
will only stick together."

The rent clash started last win-
ter.

Many apartment houses were
without heat. In a number of
cases, according to Orr, the land-
lords had coal in their cellars,

The tenants bought gas stoves,
electric heaters and coal and de-
ducted the cost ($2 to $3) from

(Continued on rage Five.)

BANKS PUSH
WAR STAMPS

Louis Burnett, head of the War
Savings campaign in Tacoma, was
rejoicing Monday over a resolu-
tion passed by the Washington
State Bankers assoclation which
has been holding a conference at
Yakima to the effect that every
bank in the state should purchase
$1,000 worth of the war stamps,
as an institution, and that every
bank officer and director, and

umr muuu should purchase as

‘l. 00 worth. 'I‘hll il

MANY SIGN
RENT HOG
PETITIONS

Tacomans by the dozen are sign-
ing the petition to congress ask-
ing legislation that will kill off
the profiteering landlord.

These petitions are being for-
warded to Congressman Johnson,
and others like them are flooding
in, the country over, to other rep-
resentatives,

They ask that a 100 PER CENT
EXCESS PROFITS TAX be laid
on the excessive rate increases.

It you haven't signed the peti-
tion, do so today. A copy of it
is to be found on page 4.

Among those who so far have
sent in signed petitions are:

A, H. Andrews, 1418 So, K st.
“One year ago I paid $16; now I
pay $256-—5 rooms,’

Nettie Richmond, 1403 So. K.

Robert Ralph, 1401 So. K.

C. W, Hauss, Tacoma.

J. A, Sprague, 5405 McKinley
av., Tacoma.

S. C, Arthur, 907 So, Ainsworth,
“Rent up to March 1, 1918, $21;
March 1 to July 1, $25; beginning
July 1, $30. God only knows
when it will be raised again. $25
would be about right.”

G. A, Singer, 1307 Broadway.
Mrs. W. F, Moore, 433 So. Ta-
coma av,

James Hylen, Box 1038, Taco-
ma, Wash, 3

B. R. Kidder, 515 East 30th st.

Mrs. J. H. Ford, 1721 So. G st.

Mrs. Magnus M. Holm and Mrs.
M. L. Meenk, 1711 So. G st., Ta-
coma, Wash.

A, G. Craig, 1303 Division av,,
Tacoma. <
W. D. Phillips, 2411% 6th av.,
Tacoma, Wash,

Maurice Roosa, 1114 So. I st.
Geo. H. Heath, 946 Pacific av.

F. B, Hiibner, 1020% Taco-
ma av.

G. W, Henderson, 716 So. 18th,

R, W. Quine, 729 Tacoma av.

M. F, M. Price, 724 St. Helens.

J. K, Nunn, 1014 6th av,
L. M., Massasoit Hotel.
Elva C, Perry, Oakland Station,
Tacoma, Wash,
Mrs. G. M. Thorp, 1010 So. 8th.
John Skutann, 710 64th st
R, B. Ham, 3108 No. 7th,
. Freeman, 1347 Tacoma.
- A, C, Selarr, 922 So. J st. “Alpe
shipyard worker.”
Mrs. 8. Freeborn, 711 Fawcett.
“ Wright, Brenden hotel,

STREETCAR
COMMITTEE
ON THE JOB

The special committee of 25
citizens appointed by Mayor (. M.
Riddell and the city ocuncil to
investigate the street car situa-
tion will meet Monday night in
the city council chamber at
8§ p. m.

The meeting is at the invita-
tion of the council, which will
also attend, and it is also open
to the public.

Important developments are
expected. The street car situa-
tion will be gone into from every
angle,

Asserting that the committee
of 25 is not representative of the
city as a whole, and that it is
“wholly out of sympathy with
the persons who are inconven-
ienced, being composed of citi-
zens who do not have to ride on
street cars and therefore not con-
versant with conditions that ex-
ist,”” the Tacoma Metal Trades
council has passed resolutions de-
manding that the personnel of
the committee be changed.

A copy of the resolutions has
been sent to the city council,

The resolutions say that the
laboring people of Tacoma rep-
resent 95 per cent of the patrons
of the street railway systems, and
that as a result of the conditions
existing these patrons are being
caused a great amount of incon-
venience and suffering. Also that
the progress of the war industries
is being retarded because of lack
of proper service.

Mother Dies on
Way to See Son
At Camp Lewis

On her way to visit her ' son,
George E. Sherry, a soldier sta-
tioned at Camp Lewis, Mrs. James
J. Sherry of Seattle collapsed
Sunday morning in the Colman
dock, and died a few minutes
later of heart trouble. Mrs.
Sherry was accompanied by her
daughter, Mrs. J. L. Garske of
‘Bend, Ore. According to Mrs.
Garske, her mother appeared to

be enjoying the best of health
and at no time
feeling ill. = .

+

ied at more than

complained of|]

Another
Victory
For U.S.

Dlspatch From Frank l
J. Taylor. !

By United Press Leased Wire. |
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WITH THE AMERICAN ARMY
IN FRANCE, June 17. — M\ore
than a third of the large force of
Germans which attacked Xivray
at daybreak yesterday was wiped
out, it was estallished today.

Eight hundred Germans par-
ticipated in the attack, which was
made on a half-mile front, extend-
ing on both sides of the village.

The enemy losses were estimat-
300, as a result
of the Americans' deadly rifle and
machine gun fire. Qur losses were
light and we took eight prisoners,

Both artilleries maintained a
terrific barrage during the attack.

American patrols raiding in the
Toul sector report enemy trenches
are occupied by an unusually
large number of troops, contrary
ot the recent policy of withdraw-
ing into the support trenches each
night. The Germans also are
using a large number of observa-
tion balloons.

Occupy More Sectors.

It is now permissible to an-
nouncg that the Americal have,
been occupying additional sectors
in the Toul front since May 27,
including some east of Seicheprey,
where the biggest fight in this
area was staged several weeks
ago.

For the second time since the

# | Americans took over a sector in
{ German territory east of Belfort—

official announcement of which
was made Saturday night—they
repulsed a German raid Friday
morning, it may now bhe stated.

Only one American was captur-

ed and the enemy suffered severe
casualties.

French military officials now
confirm that Lieut. Eddie Rick-
enbaker has officially bagged five
German planes. His victims were
acquired between April 29 and
May 30. He is the second Amer-
ican-trained ace.

Rickenbacker, who formerly
was a famous automobile race
driver, declares that aviation is
safe compared with motor racing.

Near Switzerland.

The first announcement that
American troops are in the line
within German territory, made
Saturday night, located them
“south’” of the famous hill of
Hartmannsweilerkopf, which is 22
miles north of the Swiss frontier.
Taylor's dispatch today locates
them more definitely as ‘“‘east of
Belfort.”” This would place them
about seven miles within German
territory and eight miles north of
the Swiss border.

The important German city of
Altriheh apparently is about four
miles east of them,

TACOMAN
TO FIGHT
IN ITALY

At least one Tacoma man al-
ready is on his way for service
with the U. 8. forces in Italy.

He is Joseph Galiardi, young-
est brother of Salvi A, Gagliardi,
Tacoma attorney and former
Italian vice-consul here.

He enlisted in Spokane last
January, and is with company C,
303rd field signal corps.

According to a letter just re-
ceived by his brother here, he is
now on his way from Camp Dix,
N. J.,, to have a part with Uncle
Sam’s forces in joining the fight-
ers of his native country in
beating back the Austrians.

Young Joseph Gagliardi was in
Tacoma in October.

He told his older brother then
that he wanted to join the Ameri-
can army and asked his advice,
“Go ahead,” Balvi told -him.

‘“He surely has the spirit of '76,
even tho he is not yet an Ameri-
can citizen,” Gagliardi said Mon-
day. ‘“He is a strapping big
boy, and has been eager to get
into the fight.” -

Don’t wait to be

un mly.

OEEER OF
PLAGE [3
AEFUat]

(United Press Leased Wire,)

WASHINGTON, D. C., June 17.

—That Germany has offered ‘‘an
honorable peace’ to Italy was dis-
closed by Premier Orlando hefore
the Italian chamber of deputies
vesterday, according to Rome ca-
bles here today.

The dispatch did not indicate
Italy’'s reply but it was officially
assumed here that it was prompt-!
ly rejected,

No indiecation
the cable as to the means
ployed in advancing the offer,
lando’s stutomfn'. as cabled, say-
ing merely, “The Germans even
have offered an honorahle peace,

em-
Or-

is contained in'

|

The peace move was launched |

“recently,” probably as a step in
anticipation of the Austrian drive.
These are the same tactics em-
ployed by the

their last assault on Italv, rleﬁmm

ed to break the morale of the! ‘river

Italian troops.

FIERCEST
FIGHTING
‘ON PIAVE

Italian War Office |
Report.

By United l’ress Leased Wire,
®

ROME, June 17.— Austrian
forces have renewed their attack
against the Italian, French and
British troops in the Asiago and

Germans before! ) wer

I
:
|
\

|

| jectives included hills three

Shoved
Back In
Places

(United Press Leased Wire,)

WITH THE ITALIAN
ARMIES IN THE FIELD,
JUNE 17.—~The Austrian
pressure is continuing
staongly on the whole new
battlefront between the

Asiago and the sea, with the
greatest  force  exerted on
both sides of the Brenta,

It is still possible that the
line will flow backward and for-
ward, but the situation seems
reassuring,

The enemy with 60 divisions
(720,000 men) has not succeeded |
in passing the advanced nrn.xsi
south of Montello, where they|
succeeded in crossing the Piave|
in considerable numbers,

There they are being gradually
pushaed backward to the river

The Italian reaction on the |

Piave came more quickly. |
The Austrians who crossed the
at several points between

‘andela,
Piave, were counter-attacked and
driven back almost l'nmulmtol\

“Entirely Satisfactory.'

The Austrians have been care-
fully trained for the drive, They
are attacking with light equip-

ment, then opening out in storm-
ing formations, protected by arti-!
ficial fog.

One of their objectives, it has|
been learned, is to reach the!
plains southward of the moun-|
tains. They also intended to|
reach Treviso the first day, an!
advance of 15 kilometers (about

ten miles).

“The situation is highly satis-
factory,” declared an officer in
the British sector, now under as-

sault by the Austrians today.
Documents found on the pris-

oners showed the Austriams ob-

miles

Grappa reg‘ons, the Italian war 0(-5l>ehind the British front.

fice declared in a special
ment issued last night,

The fiercest fighting is under
way at various points along the
Piave river.

“In the Asiago and Grappa re-
gions, the enemy re-attacked vio-
lently,” the statement said.

(Mount Grappa is about seven
miles west of the Piave. French
troops are believed to be fighting
there. The Asiago plateau is di-
rectly west of Mount Grappa and
is being defended by British and
Italian troops.)

“Along the Piave the enemy is
attempting to establish a bridge-
head. We are tenaciously re-
sisting and holding the enemy.)

‘‘East of Montello and west of
San Dona die Piave (on the east
bank of the Piave, 10 miles from
the sea) there is the fiercest
fighting.”

Raider Balked

(United Press Leased Wire.)

LONDON, June 17.—A hostile
airplane crossed the Kent coast
at noon today, but turned back
over the sea after being bombard-
ed by anti-aircraft guns, it was of-
ficially announced.

National War Savings Day is
only one day; our men in the
army and navy have their day ev-
ery day.

state- |

Use German Tactics,

Despite the fact that the Aus-
trians began their offensive after
four days of rain and mist which
rendered aerial observation al-
most impossible, the Italians
learned that the enemy artillery
had been ordered to start firing
at 3 a. m. Saturday and a terrifie
Italian barrage was started . at
midnight.

1t was maintained for 20 min-
utes and appeared greatly to dis-
organize enemy concentrations,

The Austrians followed the Ger-
man tactics of rushing up men in
the last hours Dbefore attack.
Great concentration of Austrian
cannon were made along the front.
One Italian army in the Trentino
faced 1,000 guns while 1,500 were
concentration between the Astico
and the Brenta, a 10-mile line,

RAID SUCCESS

(United Press Leascd “Wire,)

LONDON, June 17.—Raiding
operations and a Dbrief enemy
bombardment in the Albert re-

gion were reported by Field Mar-
shal Haig today.

“East of Arras, we made a
successful raid and took a few
prisoners,” the statement said.

“An attempted enemy raid in the

neighhorhood of Givenchy was re-
pulsed yesterday morning.

Talk o’ the Tlmes

Greetings, have you signed
the anti-rent-hog petition?

“We shall win the war,” sald
0Old Man Clemenceau, ‘“‘in the last
quarter of an hour.”

And we Tacomans can move up
the clock, so that quarter of an
hour will come sooner, by buying
War Saving Stamps.

More things not worth pay-
ing attemtion to: What the
of a German subma-
rine tells his captives about
his plans.
—_————

Even tho he is one of the best
fellows in town we can't resist
telling a tale on J. H. Loh, adver-
tising solicitor.

He used to work on a Butte
paper—Marcus Daly’s, it we re-
Anyhow, it went

volt eo lpohu and hll-
' job the

L.oh moved to Seattle in time to
grab a fine job with the Sun.
Three years ago Christmas the

Sun was totally and eternally
eclipsed

Loh turned up smiling and
cheerful-—on the News-Ledger,
Tacoma.

Write the rest of the pome for
yourself.,

Says the hdy next door:
“Anybody c'n beat a clock,
but you can't beat Time."
—_——————a
A New York man had his wife
arrested because she poured hot
water on him. Shucks, we know
Tacoma wives who have their hus-
bands in hot water all the time,
and they never get in jail,
. The Yankee idea of hold-
ing a line is to advance it.

In all unmmm
A

Senson and San Dona di|

AMERICAN
FORGE T
AGK ALY

> 9
. Washington's Version
- of Battle Situation.

| By United Press Leased Wire, §
TTWASHINGTON

, D, C., June
17.~American troop aid for

Italy will Dbe forthcoming
soon.
With the Austrian offen-

sive under way, this fact de-
veloped today.

In line with the pledges of
President Wilzon and Secretary
Baker, U, S. forces will take their
places along with the Italians and
other allies. ‘

They will not he vast in nume-
bers, their purpose being to show

{Italy coneretely, that the United
States is backing her,

American aviators and forces
of other kinds have heen in Italy
for some time, but there has not
been any announcement of 1, 8,
soldiers in the Italian trenches,

The initial stages of the offen-
{sive caused no undue alarm here
today,

The Italian embassy's first moo-
'mu.,e indicated that while the Ause
trians had made some progress,
the counter attacks had develops
;((1 quickly and satisfactorily.

There will be not great yvield-
ing «uech as accompanied the pree
vious Teuton smash, it Is felt.

The [Italian morale is satisfa¢=
tory. Infusion of British and
French and the promise of early

American troop participation have
had stimulating effects,

ATTACK IS
70 MILES
IN LENGTH

(United Press Leased Wire.)

LONDON, June 17.—The long
heralded Austrian offensiva
launched on the Italian front early
Saturday was still under way
when the latest official statements
were issued,

The drive, which followed ax
intense bombardment between the
lLagarina valley and the Adriatie
sea, a distance of about 100 milu‘
was begun on the 70-mile from
between the Asiago plateau and
the sea.

The line extends eastward from
the plateau to the Piave river in
the vicinity of Segusina, then fole
lows the river southeastward to
its mouth,

The Austrians succeeded i
forcing a crossing of the Piave at
Nervest, 15 miles southeast of Se-
gusino and 10 miles north of Tre-
viso and at Fagare and Musile, re=-

spectively 10 and 20 miles from
the sea. {
Counter attacks initiated by

Italian, French and British troops
all along the front, later restored
most of the ground yielded undex
the first shock.

Vienna claimed capture of 10,=
000 prisoners, and the Italian wap
office made a counter clatm of
3,000 prisoners,

“The struggle did not diminish
in violence during the night and
is continuing fiercely,” Rome's
communique said, “‘but our troops
are holding all along the Asiago
plateau, have completely reoccu=
pied their original positions on
Asolene and at the Monte Solarols
and are very closely pressing the
enemy infantry which has passed
to the right bank of the Piave.”

British forces which are oceus
pying positions in the Asiago a
ejected the Austrians after- E
latter had penetrated the Brit
lines to the depth of 100 yards on
a front of 2500 yards, taking m
prisoners,

On the right the French
Italians blocked the enemy
ward to the Piave.




