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remit the whole question to congress. In
the message of April 11, 1898, I announced
that with this last overture in the direc-
tion of immediate peace in Cuba and its
disappointing reception by Spain the ef-

| fort of the executive was brought to an

end. I again geviewed the alternative
course of action which I had prepared,
concluding that the only course consonant
with international policy and compatible
with our firmly set historical traditions
was intervention as a neutral to stop the
war and check the hopeless sacrifice of
life, even though that resort involved

“hostile constraint upon beth parties to

the contest, as well to enferce a truce as
to provide for eventual settlement.’” -

On April 22 I prociaimed a blockade of
the northern coast of Cuba, including
ports on said coast between Cardenas and
Bahia Honda and the port of Cienfuegos;
on the south coast of Cuba; and on the 23d
I called for volunteers to execute the pur-
pose of the resolution.

The Declaration of War.

By my message of April 25, congress was
informed of the situation,. and I recom-
mended formal declaration of the exist-
ence of a state of war between the United
States and Spain. Congress accordingly
voted on the same day the act approved
April 25, 1898, declaring the existence of
such war from and including the 21st day !
of April, and re-enacted the provision of
the resolution of April 20, directing the
president to use all the armed forces of the
nation to carry that act into”effect.

Due notification of the existence of war
as aforesaid was given Aprl 25 by tele-
graph to all the governments with which
the United States maintained relations, in
order that their neutrality , might be as-
sured during the war. The various govern- [
ments responded with proclamations of
neutrality, each after its own method. It
is not among the least gratifying incidenta
of the struggle that the oblizations of
neutrality were impartially discharged by
all, often under delicate and difficult cir-
cumstances.

The national defense fund of $50,000,000
was expended in large part by the
army and the navy, and the objects for
which it was used are fully shown in the
reports of the several secretaries. It was
& most timely appropriation, enabling the
government to strengthen its defenses and
to make preparations greatly needed in
case of war. This fund being inadequate
to the requirements of equipment and for
the conduct of the war, the patriotism of
congress provided the means in the war
revenue act of June 13 by authorizing a
3 per cent popular loan, not to exceed
$400,000,000, and by levying additional - im-
posts and taxes. Of the authorized loan,
$200,000,000 was offered and promptly taken,
the subscriptions so far exceeding the
call as to cover it many times over.
While preference was given to the small-
er bids, no single allotment exceeded
$5000. This was a most encouraging and
significant result, showing the vast re-
sources of the nation and the determina-
tion of the people to uphold their coun-
try’s honor.

PROGRESS OF THE CONFLICT.

Series of Victories for
American Arms.

It is not within the province of this
message to narrate the history of the
extraordinary war that followed  the
Spanish dec tion of April 21, but a
brief recital of its more salient features
is appropriate, The first encounter of the
war in point of date took place April
27, when a detachment of the blockading
squadron made a reconnoissance in force
at Matanzas, shelled the harbor fortifica-
tions and demolished several new works
in construction.

Dewey at Manila.

The next engagement was destined to
mark a memorable epoch in maritime war-
fare. The Pacific fleet, under Commo-
dore George Dewey, had lain for some
weeks at Hong Kong. Upon the colonial
proclamation of neutrality being issued
and the customary 24 hours’ notice being
given, it repaired to Mirs bay, near Hong
Kong, whence it proteeded to the Philip-
pine islands under telegraphic orders to
capture or destroy the formidable Span-
ish fleet then. assembled at Manila. At
daybreak on May l<the American force
entered Manila bay; and after a few hours’
engagement effected thé total destruction
of the Spanish fleét, consisting of 10 war-
ships and @ transport, besides capturing
the naval station and forts at Cavite, thus
annihilating. the. Spanish naval power in
the Pacific 6cean and completely control-
ling the bay of Manila, with the ability
to take the city at will.. Not a life was
lost on our. ships, the wounded number-
ing only seven, while not a vessel wag
materially injured. For this gallant
achievement -congress, upon my recom-
mendation, fitly bestowed upon the actors
preferment and substantial reward,

No mﬂded Vietory. =

Only reluctance to cause needless loss
of life and property prevented the early
storming and capture of the city, and
therewith the absolute military occupation
of the whole group. The Insurgents,
meanwhile, had resumed the active hos-
tilities suspended by _the  uncompleted
truce of December, 1897. Their forces in-
vested Manila on the northern and east-
ern side, but were constrained by Admiral
Dewey and General Merritt from attempt-
ing an assault. . It was fitting that what-
ever was to be done in -the way of de-
cisive operations in that quarter should be
accomplished by the strong arm of the
United Statés alone. :

Obeying the stern precept of war, which
enjoins the overcoming of the adversary
and the extinction of his power wherever
assailable as the and sure means
to win a peace, divided victory was.not
permissible, for-no partition of the rights
and responsibilities attending the enforce-
ment of a just and advantageous peace
could be thought of. - 4

Following the adoption of a comprehen-
sive scheme of general attack, powerful
forces were assembled-at various points ou
our. coast to invade %Ih and Porto Rico.
Meanwhile, naval demonstrations ‘were
made at several exposed points. May. 11
the cruiser Wilmington and torpedo-boat
Winslow were unsuccessfal in an attempt
to silence the batteries at Cardenas,’ In
Matanzas, Ensign Worth Bagley and four |
seamen falling. These grievous fatalitles
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On the 24th the first serious engagement

took place in which the First and Tenth |

cavalfy and the First volunteer caval
gveneral Young’s bhrigade of Generrzi
heeler’s division, participated, lasing
heavily. By nightfall, however, ground
within five miles of Santiggo was won.
The advantgge wae steadily increased.
On July 1 a severe battle took place, our

-forces geining the outer works of Santiago,

and El Caney and San Juan were taken
after a desperate charge and the inyest-

.ment” of the eity was completed. The

navy co-operated by shelling the
and the coast forts. 5 i
Destruction of the Armada.
On the day -following this brilliant
achievement of our land forces, July 3,

occurred the decisive naval combat of the '

war. e Spanish fleet, attemptin :
leave ‘the harbor, was mét by thg Axierti?
can squadron under command of Commo-
dore Sampson. In less than three hours
all the Spanish ships were destroyed.
Two torpedo-boats were sunk and the Ma-'
ria Teresa, Almirante Oquendo, Vizeaya
and Cristobal Colon were driven ashore,
The Spanish .admiral and over 1300 men
were taken prisoners. While the enemy’s
loss of life was deplorably large, some
200 perishing, on our side but one man

B killed and one man serigusly wounded,
Although our ships were repeatedly struck,

not one was seriously injured. The men
also conspicuously distinguished them-
selves, from the commanders to the gun-
ners and the unnamied heroes in the
boiler-rooms, each and all contributing
toward the achievement of this astound-
ing victory, for which neither ancient nor
modern history affords a parallel in the
completeness of the event and the marvel-
ous disproportion of casualties. It would
be invidious to single out any for special
honor. Deserved promotion has rewarded
the mcre conspicuous actors—the nation’s
profoundest gratitude is due to all of those
brave men who by their skill and devo-
tion in a few short hours crushed the sea
power of Spain and wrought a triumph
whose decisiveness and far-reaching ef-
fects can scarcely be measured. Nor can
we be unmindful of the achievements of
our builders, mechanics and artisans for
their skill in the construction of our war-
ships. ;

With the catastrophe of Santiago,
Spain’s effort upon the ocean wvirtually
ceased. A spasmodic effort toward the
end of June to send her Mediterranean
fleet, under Admiral Camara, to relieve
‘Manila was abandoned, the-éxpedition be-
ing recalled after it had passed through
the Suez canal. .

Surrender of Santiago.

The capitulation of Santiago followed.
The city was closely besieged by land,
while the entrance of our ships into the
harbor cut off all relief on that side. After
a truce to allow of the removal of the
noncombatants, ~protracted negotiations
continued from July 3 until July 15, when,
under menace of immediate assault, the
preliminaries of eurrender were agreed
upon. On the 17th General .Shafter occu-
pled the city. The capitulation embraced
the entire eastern end of Cuba. The num-
ber of Spanish soldiers surrendered was
22,000, all of whom were subsequently con-
veved to ‘Spain at the charge of the

ful campaign is told in the report of the
secretary of war which will be laid be-
fore you.

Invasion of Porto Rico.

With the fall of Santiago, the occupa-
tion of Porto Rico became the next strat-
egic necessity. - General Miles had pre-
viously been. assigned to organize an ex-
pedition for that. purpose. ' Fortunately,
he was already at Santiago, where he had
arrived on the 1ith of July with reinforce-
ments for General Shafter’'s army. With
these troops, consisting of 3415 infartry
and artillery, two companies- of engineers
and one company of the signal corps, Gen-
eral Miles left Guantanamo July 21, hav-
ing nine transports convoyed by the fleet
under Captain Higginson, with the Mas-
sachusetts (flagship), Dixle, Gloucester,
Columbia and Yale, the two latter carry-
ing “troops.. The expedition. landed at
Guanica, July 25, which port was entered

joined by the Annapolis and ‘Wasp, while
the Puritan and Amphitrite went to San
Juan and joined the New Orleans, which
was engaged in blockading that port. The
major-general commanding was subse-
quently reinforced by General Schwann’s
brigade of the Third army corps, by Gen-
‘eral Wilson with a part of his division,
and also by General Brooke, with a part
of his corps, numbering in all 16,973 officers
and men. On July 27 he entered Ponce,
one of the most important points in the
island, from which he thereafter directed
operations for the capture of the island.

As a potent influence toward peace, the
outcomé of the Porto Rican expedition
is due to those who participated in it.

Last Battle of the War.

The last scene of the war was enacted
at Manila, its starting place. On August
15, after a brief assault upon the works
by the land forces, in which the squadron
assisted, the capital surrendered uncondi-
tionally. The ‘casualties were compara-
tively few. By this conquest of the Phil-
ippine islands, virtually accomplished
when the Spanish capacity for resistance
‘was destroyed by Admiral Dewey’s vic-
tory of the first of May, the result of the
war was fermally sealed. . To General
Merritt, his officers and men, for their un-
complaining and devoted seryices, for their
gallantry in action, the nation {s-sincerely
grateful. Their long voyage was made
with singular success, and the soldierly
conduct of the men, of whom many were
without previous experience in the mill-
tary service, deserves unmeasured pralse.

- . Total Casualties.

‘The total casualties in killed and wound-
ed in the army during the war was as fol-
Tows: f

2%7; total, 280; officers wounded, 113; en-
| listed men wounded, 1464; total, 1577.

Of the navy, killed, 17; wounded, 67;
dled as result of wounds, 1; invalided from

service, ‘6; total, 9L

?%

United States. The story of this success--

with little opposition. Here the fleet was.

Officers Killed, 23; enlisted men Kkilled,

ing to present as:a virtual ultimatum a
_draft of the protocol, embodying the pre-
' cise terms tendered to Spain in our note
of July 30, which added stipulations of
| details as to the appointment of com-
missioners to arrange for the evacuation
of the Spanish Antilles. On August 12,
M. Cambon announced his receipt of full
powers to sign the protocol as submitted.

Terms of the Protocol.

Accordingly, on the aftéernoon of August
12, M. Cambon as the plenipotentiary -of
Spain and the secretary of state, as the
plenipotentiary of .the TUnited . States,
signed the protocol providing:

‘““Article ‘1. Spain will relinquish alt
{ claim of sovereignty over and title to
Cuba. « .

“Article 2. Spain will cede to the United
States the island of Porto Rico and other
islands now under Spanish sovereignty in
the West Indies, and also an island in
the Ladrones to be selected by the United
States,

“Article 3. 'The United States will occu-
py and hold the city, bay and harbor of
Manila, pending the conclusion of a treaty
of peace, which shall determine the con-
trol, “disposition and government of the
Philippines.”

The fourth article provided for the ap-
pointment of joint commissions on the
| part of the United States and Spain to
ly, for the purpose of arranging and car-
rying out the details of the stipulated
evacuation of Cuba, Porto Rico and other
Spanish islands in the West Indles.

The fifth article provided for the ap-
pointment of not more than five commis-
sioners on each side to meet at Paris not
later than October 1, and to proceed to
the negotiation and conclusion of a
treaty of peace, subject to ratification ac-
cording to the respective constitutional
forms of the two countries. -

The sixth and last article provides that
upon the signing of the protocol, hostili-
ties between the two countries shall be
suspended, and that notice to that effect
should be given as soon as possible by
each government to the commanders of
its naval forces.

Immediately upon the conclusion of the
protocol, I issued the proclamation of Au-
gust 12, suspending hostilities on the part
of the United States. The necessary or-
ders to that end were at once given by tel-
egraph. The blockade of the ports of Cu-
ba and of San Juan de Porto Rico was in

1 jJike ‘manner raised.- On August 18, the

muster-out of 100,000 ¥Yolunteers, or as near
that number as was found to be practica-
ble, was ordered. On December 1, 101,655 of-
ficers and men had been mustered out and
discharged from the service; 9002 more will
be mustered out by the 10th of the month;
also a corresponding number of generals
and general staff officers have been hon-
orably discharged from the service.

The military commissions to superintend
the evacuation of Cuba, Porto Rico and
the adjacent islands were forthwith ap-
pointed:

For Cuba—Major-General James_ F.
Wade, Rear-Admiral William T. SamMson,
Major-General Matthew C. Butler.

For Porto Rico—Major-General John C.
Brooke, Rear-Admiral Winfield Scott
Schley, Brigadier-General W. Gordon.

They svon afterwards met the ‘Spanish
commissioners at Havana and San Juan,
respectively. The Porto Rico joint commis-
sion speedily accomplished its task, and
by October 18 the evacuation of the island
‘was .completed. ~ The United "States flag
was raised over the island at noon that
day. The administration of its affairs has
been provisionally intrusted to a military
governor until congress shall otherwise
provide. The Cuban joint high commis-
sion has not yet terminated its labors. Ow-
ing to the difficulties in the way of remov-
ing the large number of Spanish” troops
&till in Cuba, the evacuation capnot be
completed before the 1st of January next.

. The Peace Commission.

Pursuant to the fifth article.of the pro-
tocol, I appointed Willlam R. Day, lately
secretary of state; Cushman K, Davis,
William P. Frye and George Gray, senatora
of the United States, and Whitelaw Reild,
to be peace commissioners on.the part of
the United States., Proceeding in .due
season to Paris, they there met, on the
1st of October, five commissioners sim-
-ilarly appointed on the part of Spain. The
negotiations have made hopeful progress,
so that I trust soon to be able to lay a
definite. treaty of peace before the senate,
with a review of the steps leading to its
signature, ; 5 4

I do not discuss at this time the govern-
ment or the future of the mew possessions
which will come to us as the result of the
war with Spain. Such a discussion will
be appropriate after the treaty of peace
shall be ratified. In.the meantime, and
until congress has legislated otherwise, it
will be my duty to continue the military
government which has existed since our
occupation and give their people security
in life and property and encouragement
under a just and beneficent rule.

RELATIONS.

OUR FOREIGN
Aside From Spain We Have Had No
Serious Diftérgnces With Other

*  Nations. 3

With the exception of the rupture with
Spain, the intércourse of the United States
with the great family of nations has been
marked with cordiality, and the close of
the eventful year finds most of the lssues
that necessarily arise in the complex rela-
tions of sovereign states adjusted or pre-
senting no serious obstacles to adjust-
ment and honorable eolution by.amicable
agreement.

A long-unsettled dispute as to the ex-
tended boundary between the Argentine
republic and Chile, stretching along the
Andean crests, from the southern bor-
der of the Atacama’ desert to the Magel-
lan straits, nearly a third of the length
of the South American continent, as-
sumed an acute stage in the early part
of thre year and afforded this govcrnnt. thlnent
occasion to express the hope that the re-
sort to -arbitration, alnur}n contemplated
by -existing conventions between the par-
ties, might prevail, despite the grave diffi-
cultles arising in its application. I am
happy to say that arrangements to this
end have been perfected, the questions of
fact upon which the respective commis-

course of reference to her Britannic ma-
> A residual aif-

meet in Havana and San Juan, respective- |

sioners were unable to agree being in

Jtive of the government of the

July 24, 1897, under the authority of a
provision in the sundry civil act of June 4,
of that year, has nearly completed its
labors, and the results of its exhaustive
inquiry into the proper route, the feasibil-
ity and the cost of construction of an in-
teroceanic canal by the Nicaragua route,
will be laid before you. In the perform-
ance of its work the commission received
, all possible courtesy and assistance from
the governments of Nicaragua and Costa
‘Rica, which thus testified their apprecia-
tion of the importance of giving a speedy
and practical outcome of the project that
has for so0 many years engrossed the at-
tention of the respective countries, -

As the scope of recent ihquiry embraced
the whole subject with the aim of making
plans and surveys for a canal by the most
convenient route, it necessarily included
a review of the results of previous sur-
veys and plans, and in particular those
adopted by the Maritime Canal Company
under its existing concessions from Nica-
ragua and Costa Rica, so that to this ex-
tent these grants necessarily held an es-

sential part in the deliberations and con- |

clusions of the canal commission as they
have held and must needs hold in the dis-
cussion of the matter by congress. Un-
der these circumstances, and In view of
overtures made to the governments of
Nicaragua and Costa Rica by other par-
ties for a new canal concession predicated
on the assumed approaching lapse of the
contracts of the Maritime Canal Company
with those states, I have not hesitated to
express my convictions that consideratiohs
of expediency and international policy, as
between the several governments inter-
ested in the construction and control of
an interoceanic canal by this route re-
quire the maintenance of the status quo
until the canal commission shall have re-
ported and the United States congress
shall have had the opportunity to pass
| finally upon the whole matter during the
present session without prejudice by rea-
son of any change in the existing condi-
tions.

Nevertheless, it appears that the gov-
ernment of Nicaragua, as one of its last
sovereign acts before merging its pow-.
ers in those of the newly formed United
States of Central America, has granted an
optional concession to another association
to become effective on the expiration of
the' present grant. It does not appear
that surveys have been made or what
route is proposed under this concession,
g0 that an examination ‘of the feasibility
of its plans is necessarily not embraced
in the report of the canal commission.
All these circumstances suggest the ur-
gency of some definite action by congress
at this session if the labors of the past
are to be utilized and the linking of the
Atlantic and Pacific oceans by a practical
waterway is to be realized. That the
construction of such a maritime highway
th now more than ever indispensable to

that intimate and ready intercommuni-
cation between our eastern and western
seaboards demanded by the annexation
of the Hawaiian islands and the prospee-
tive expansion of our influence and com-
merce to the Pacific, and that our national
policy now more imperatively than ever
calls for its control by this government,
are propositions which I doubt not con-
gress will duly appreciate and. wisely act
upon.

The Paris Exposition,

There is now every prospect that: the
participation-of the. United States in the
universal exposition to be held in Paris
in 1900 will be on a scale commensurate
with the advanced position held by our
products and . industries in the world's
chief marts. The preliminary report of
Moses P. Handy, who, under the act
approved July 19, 1897, was appointed
special commissioner with a view of se-
curing all attainable information neces-
sary to a full and complete understanding
by congress in regard to the participation
by this government In the Paris exposi-
-tion, was laid hefore you by my message
of December 6, 1897, and shows the large
opportunities-to make known our national
progresg in art, science and manufac-
tures, as well as the urgent neéd of im-
mediate.and adequate provision to enable
due advantage thereof to be tdken. - Mr.
Handy’s death soon afterward rendered
it necessary for another to take up and
complete his unfinished work, and Janu-
ary 11 last, Mr. Thomas W. Cridler, third-
assistant secretary of state, was desig-
nated to fulfill that task. His report was
laid before you by my message of June
14, 1898, .with the gratifying result of
awakening renewed interest In the pro-
jected display. ,

Trade Relations With France and
S 7 Germany. ? :

The commercial -arrangements made
with France on May 28, 1898, under the
provisions of section 3, of the tariff act
of 1897, went into effect on June 1 follow-
ing. It has relieved a portion of our ex-
port trade from serious embarrassment.
Further negotiations are new pending
under section 4 of the. same act, with a
view to the increase of trade” between
| the two countries to their mutual ad-
vantage. Negotiations with other govern-
ments, in part interrupted by the war.
with Spain, are in progress under both
sections of the tariff act. I hope to be
able to announce some of the results of
these negotiations during the present ses-
sion of congress.

ANNEXATION OF HAWAIL

Existing Laws in Force Pending Ac-
tion by Congress.

Pending the consideration by the senate
of the treaty signed.June 16, 1897, byn the
plenipotentiaries of the United States and
of the republic of Hawali, providing for
the annexation of the island, a joint reso-
Jution to accomplish the same purpose by
accepting the offered cession and. incor-
porating the ceded territory into the
Union was adopted by congtess and ap-
proved July 7, 1898. I thereupon directed
the United. States steamer Philadelphia
to convey Rear-Admiral Miller to Hono-
lulu and entrusted to his hands this im-
portant legislative act to be delivered to
the president of the republic of Hawall,
with whom the admiral and the United
States minister were ..uthorznd tt:t m:;a
appropriate arrangements for nsfer-
ring the sovereignty of the islands to theA
United Staies. This was simply but im-
pressively accomplished on August 12 lut;r
by the delivery of :a cectified copy of:
the resolutfon te . President Dole, who
thereupon ylelded up to the representa-

United
and. public prop-
Pursuan!

""":‘2{. Hawaiian is t
erty o LW n .is' :

to the terms of the joint resolution and
in exercise of authority thereby con-

could not be accepted, the only reply be- ' Rear-Admiral John G. Walker, appointed 'restln‘ upon ‘you to glve such shape to

! the relationship of those mid-Pacific lands
to our- home union as will benefit boih In
‘lhe highest degree, realizing the aspira-
tions of the community that has cast its
lot with us ard elected to share our po-
| litical heritage, whiie, at the same time,
| Justifying the foresight of those who for
rthree-quarters of a century have looked
| to the assimilation of Hawaii as a natural
. and Inevitable consummation in harmony
with our needs and in fulfillment of our
: cherished traditions.

The questions .heretofore pending be-
tween Hawaii and Japan, growing out of
the alleged mistreatment of Japanese
| treaty immigrants, were, I am -pleased
to say, adjusted before the act of trans-
fer by the payment of a reasonable in-
demnity to the government of Japan.
| Under the provisions of the joint resolu-
, tion, the existing customs relations of the
. Hawailan islands with the United States
!and with other countries remain un-
. changed until legislation shall otherwise
| provide. The consuls of Hawail, here and
in foreign countries, continue to fulfih
.thelr commercial agencies, while the
‘Unlted States consulate at Honolulu is
maintained for all proper services per-
taining to trade and the revenue. It
would be desirable that all foreign con-
suls in the Hawalian islands should re-
i celv: new exequaturs from this govern-
ment,

New Maritime Policy.

The annexation of Hawall and the
changed relations of the United States to
Cuba, Porto Rico and the Philippines re-
sulting from the war, compel the prompt
adoption of a maritime policy by frequent
steamship communication encouraged by
the United states, under the American flag,
with the newly acquired islands. Spain
furnished to its colonies, at an annual cost
of about $2,000,000, steamship lines com-
municating with a portion of the world's
markets as well as with trade centers of
the home government. The United States
will not undertake to do less. It is our
duty to furnish the people of Hawaii with
facilities, under national control, for their
export and import trade. It will be con-
ceded that the present situation calls for
legislation which shall be prompt, dur-
able and liberal. .

ARMY REORGANIZATION.

Standing Force of 100,000 Men Needed
Under Present Conditions.

Under the act of congress approved

his discretion, upon a declaration of war
by congress or a declaration by congress
that war exists, I directed the increase
of the regular army to the maximum of
62,000, authorized in said act.

There are now in the regular army 57,-
862 officers and men. In said act it was
provided: “That at the end of any war in
which the United States may become in-
volved, the army shall be reduced to a
peace basis by transfer in the same
arm of the service or absorption, by pro-
motion or honorable discharge, under
such regulations as the secretary may es-
tablish, of supernumerary command offi-
cers and the honorable discharge or trans-
fer of supernumerary enlisted men, and
nothing contained in this act shall be
construed as authorizing the permanent
increase of the command of enlisted force
of the regular army beyond that now pro-
vided by the law in force prior to the
passage of this act except as to the in-
crease of 25 majors provided for in section
1 hereof.”

The importance of legislation for the
permanent increase of the army is there-
fore manifest, and the recommendation
of the secretary of war for that purpose
has my unqualified approval. There can
be no question that at this time and prob-
ably for some time in the future 100,000
t men will be none too many to meet the
necessities of the situation. At all events,
whether that number shall be required
permanently or not, the power should be
given to the president to enlist that force
if in his discretion it should be neces-
sary, and the further discretion should
be given him to recruit within the above
limit from the inhabitants of the islands
with the government of which we are
charged.

Volunteers to Be Sent Home.

It is my purpdse to muster out the en-
tire volunteer army as soon as congress
shall provide for the increase of the regu-
lar establishment. This will be only an
act of justice, and will be much appre-
ciated by the brave men who left their
homes and employments to help the coun.
try in its emergency.

POSTAL SERVICE.

Extraordinary Growth and Gratifying

Increase in Efficiency.
.The postal service of the country ad-
vances with extraordinary growth. Within
20 years both the revenues and expendi-
tures .of the postoffice department have
“multiplfed three-fold. In the last 10 years
they have nearly doubled. Our postal
‘business grows mtuch more rapidly than
our population. If now involves an expen-
diture of $100,000,000 a year, numbers. 73,000
postoffices and enrolls 200,000 employes.
This remarkable extension of a service,
which is an accurate index of the public
conditions, presents gratifying evidence of
the advancement of education, of the in-
crease of communication and business
activity and of the improvement of mall
facilities, leading to their constantly aug-
menting use.

The war with Spain laid new and excep-
tional labors on the postoffice department.
The mustering of the military and naval
‘forces ‘of ‘the ‘United ‘States required spe-
‘cial mall arrangements for every camp
and every campaign. The communication
betwéen home and camp was naturally
eager- and expectant. In some of the
larger. places of rendezvous as many as
50,000 letters a day required handling.

| This necessity ‘was met by the prompt

‘detall of experienced men from the. es-
tablished force and by directing all the
‘{nstrumentalities of the railway mail and

‘this new need. Congress passed an’ act
empowering the postmaster-general to es-
tablish an office or branch at every mill-
tary camp or station, and under.this au-
thority the postal machinery -was -speed-
1ly put into effectiye operation. :
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President Transmits Report
of the Commission.

THREE BILLS ACCOMPANY IT

First of These Provides for Goneral Or-
ganization of the Ter-
ritory.

Washington, Dec. 8. —The president
today transmitted to congress the report
‘ of the Hawaiian commission, together
! with the text of bills drawn by the
oommission for government of the
islands as pait of the United States.
Three bills are formulated for the con-
sideration of congress. The first and
principal one outlines a general plan of
government and the other two deal with
subordinate questions.

The main bill provides for the forma-
, tion of the islands into a territory of
the United States, to be styled the ter-
ritory of Hawaii. The bill contains
provisions for government of the terri-
! tory, giving it legislative, executive
' and judicial officers. A governor, sec-
| retary of the territory, United States

distriot judge, United States district at-
| torney and United States marshal are to
. be appointed by the president and an
" internal revenue district and a customs
district oreated.

The offices of president, minister for
foreign affairs, finance, public instruc-
tion, auditor-general, deputy auditor-
general, surveyor-general and marshal
are abolished.

The officers of the territory under the
new regime are attorney-general, super-
intendent of public works, superintend-
ent of public instruction, auditor and
| deputy auditor, surveyor, treasurer, and
a chief sheriff, to succeed to the duties
of marshal of the republic, all o he ap-
pointed by the governor.

Probably the most important portion
. of the bill is section 4, defining citizen-
! ship, which provides: ‘‘All white per-
! sons, i1ncluding Portuguese and persons
' of African descent, and all persons de-
scending from the Hawaiian race on
either paternal or maternal side who
were citizens of the republic of Hawaii
immediately prior to tLe transfer of
sovereignty thereof to the United States
are hereby declared citizens of the
United States.”

Provision is made for a legislature,
to consist of two houses; a senate, to
consist- of 15 members, and a house of
1epresentatives, consisting of 30 mem-
bers. The members are to be elected
by general election.
| Sessions of the legislature are limit-
ed to 60 days.

Five registration districts are provid-
ed, and the governor of the territory
is authorized to appoint registration
boards with the advice of the senate.

The bill also provides for the eleo-
tion of a delegate to the house of repre-
sentatives in congress, this delegate to
possess the same powers and privileges
now accorded to other delegates in con-
gress. The governor is to appoint a
chief justice and two associate justices
of the supreme court, the judges of the
oircuit court, the members of the board
of health, commissioners of public in-
struction, prison inspectors, boards of
registration, inspectors of election and
other public offices that may be created
by law and all officers whose salaries
exceed $2,000 per annum. Other pro-
visions of the report are as follows:

The governor is to possess the veto
power, but his veto may be overridden
by a two-thirds vote of both houses of
the legislature. The legislature is au-
thorized to create town, city or county
municipalities. Foreign goods and ar-
ticles imported into the ‘islands after
July 7, 1898, are, if afterwards brought
into the United States, to pay the same
duty charged upon like articles which
are imported fiom any foreign country.

Existing laws of Hawaii, not incon-
gistent with the constitution and laws
of the United States or this act, con-
tinue in force subject - to repeal or
amendment by the legislature of Ha-
waii or by congress. ' The laws of Ha-
waii relating to public or government
lands ‘will continue in force until
changed by congress. Laws relating to
agriculture and ferestry are continued
in force. ; ;

The bill also provides that the con-
stitution and laws of the United States
locally applicable shall - have the same
force and effect in the territory ot
Hawaii as elsewhere in the United
| States. TR b

Bill for Sugar-Beet Bounty.

Salem, Or., Dec. 8.—While lvoking

after other business interests at the

bounty. It is his purpose to have in-
troduced at the coming session of the
legislature the bill introduced at the

session, which failed
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