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SKAGIT COAL AND 1 DON
MINDS.

Interest in'.*; ptlon «f tins Im-
meMse C«>al

Ffom Ijscmmer Mull,

Some tune ayo u ban Francisco tirm

will im experienced emd expert hn*l mDt

ini; to the bkne.it river nuties
owned l>y J J. Conner to examine mid

report upon them. These mines »r«* In-

cited in n tract uf coni hinds embracing

J5->0 acres. Tnisgentleman made u most

thorough i x iiniiiiition und exhaustive re-

will replace in every respeot tho article
tha f now monopolize the in'col ?lns
coast, indeed so closely d « s it resemble
the E stern article tout some black*
smiths liave been deceived by bo n. Ik
ns well as its appear mac, >s it * ? c?os.-?y
meets the requisites cmsbbr>l p*??'! ir
to Etst rn Cumber! in 1. S * to* < r 'his
coal mined too near tiio .urface, from the

efleet of air and water, lias been deprived
of more of i?.s bifnnii: ?? s ,'rop -r.?> s than
'vs® n *C'?s trv f*.r -he v'ir': r-T; rrml n -id

Was pronounced light, not b ? : >g the
necessary cohereg qml.ire-, hut this will
disappear with d pii, n:id as thn is tin-

only coal foil?l l oil tids (hurt that can at

all compare with Cumberland. ».ml as tho
demand, abend) Urge, is im u idng, it

?.si!! proven most ivninmrativc Invest*
meat to mine tn.d introduce tills aitic'c
into this nwket. T!ie E I?t.-in article is
adulterated by dealers who, ignorant of

the requisites of a coal for forge purposes
mix so inferior an article as M'. Diablo
with it as I mystif have teen. This lact

would aid greatly, ns will ns the still
more potent one of greater cheapness, Jo

rapidly and effectually replace the East*
orn article. With proper n cans of trans-
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port, which is quite 100 voluminous (<w

publication at this time. The engineer

found in all seven vein- ol excellent coal,
any one ol which shows u fine quality?-
quite equal to any lound on the Pacific
Crust, and the seventh or C.mwei mine he
pronounced lllilc, d any, inferior to the
celebrated Cumberland coal of Maryland,
which now monopolizes tin; trade on tills
coasts for iron working purposes. We
give below a table showing the width of

the veins of alt except the Conner mtne,
which, containing the finest quality of

coal yet found on the Pacific Slope, is

worthy of more cxtended notice.
No 1, Lowest vein ? -

- * 5 frej
?3, Scott vein * - -

- 4 ?

?3, Crittenden vein - - 3 ?

?4, Abbot yem - - 5 ?

?5, Howell vein -
? » 3 ?

?6, Adams vein > \u25a0 « 2| ?

The expert says ot the Conner mini-:
?The Conner vein, the hiulnst in the

li t, as well as in measure so far as known

is five feet wide, seperated into three
benches by two seams of rock Irotn twelve
to fourteen inches in thickness. This

vein has a tunnel driven on it 300 feel,

and ns shown in this tunnel the coal in-

creases and the rock deertasea as wu pro-
gress toward southeast. It is therefore

not unlikely the character ot this vein
will be most favorable us work is contin-
ued in that direction: the floor an J iooi

are excellent and require uo timbering,
mid tiie dividing rock in the vein is of a

nature that is easily worked. This vein of

y«ry excellent coal can he worked cheap-
er than would be lit first thought. An
analysis of this coal gives <7 per cent

ol carbon, which, unless some unknown
constituent would prevent, would indi-
cate it might bo used for smelting din ct.

but be that ns it may there is no doubt

of its adaptation for forges. Competent
mechanics pronounce it fully equal to the
Eastern Cumberland for general use and
tor the purpose ol steel working superior
to that very fine article. This coat (ow-

ing I suppose to its superior elevation)

underwent during the process of upheaval
from its original horizontal position ol

deposit, a metamorphosis or change
whereby, owing to the heat caused by

that action, a portion of the volatile mat-

ter was treed or a partial debitumrniza-
tion was effected, Had this process been
sufficiently extended a vein of anthracite
coal would have resulted, but as it was

only partial, a coal devoid of an excess

ot gas and retaining its largo percentage
of carbon was CTTtion is

the heat-giving principle or clement in

all coal, the larger the per cent the belfe r
it fulfills its purposes, provided for use*

that a flame is required sufficient gas is
letamed. In the instance of blacksmith
coal a sufficient bitumin, with its com-

plement of gas to promote a more rapid
combustion of the carbon, and sufficient
bitumen to form a close surface, or us

a blacksmith would say a ?hollow fire,?
arc the requisites demanded. A coal"

with excess of gas prevents a ?hollow

fire? and renders it impossible for the
workman to stand to his work as the h<-nt
instead of being confined to the work ,
spreads with the extent of flame. It will
therefore be apparent to you that as this
coal has but a small amount of gas, and
bitumen enough (or the purpose mention- i
ed, and as the plentitude of carbon is j
very evident from the woik clone here \u25a0
with it, you have in this vein a coal that j

port«ti(vn thifironl would 1 *«* put down in
San Francisco nt but little more tl.an the
freight would cost on the Maryland coal,
and as Cumberland is quoted in bulk at

sl6 it must hr qui*e apparant that there
would be no trouble in soon winning the
valuable market if '.lie ooh! could he in-
troduced, i.ncl alt that it uceda is a deter-
mination to have justice done where it
may he first tested.

There arc in the vicinity of the Conner
vein several small seems that are too

small to warrent any work upon, hut
which will, I have uo doubt, in some in-
stances pr, ve workable veins. An advan-
tage veins pitching at so great an angle
have over flat veins or seams of less incli-
nation, is that veins of eighteen inches

can be worked at a profit. An instance
in point is the *?[- ttu- Vein? in Mt. Diab-
lo, win re so iideiioi a ? oa< i.s tl at ei a! is

mined to a pcoiii, ana uu v.m seldom

exceeds eighteen iiiido s, and 1 have seen
it wnere it was hut sixteen. In hoiiz nilal
or flit veins sufficient rool or floor would
have to t»e ifmoved to allow working
room, but in these in ms that addition.il
expense is obviated as the angle con.pcn-
s.ilis lor the «idler nice in height.

If the statements above un.de are cor-
rect (and they arc capable ot demonstra-

tion) thorn ale within the bounds ot yop
property, at a rought estimate, but with-

in the true amount, over 10,000.000 tons

ot coal, taking a cubic yard as in place
as a ton, and ? is above water level. At

1000 tons a day it would take over thirty
yvais to exhaust this amount.?

Since writingthe above report the Crit
leud. ii mine, N'». 1, has been tut her de-
veloped and the width ot the vein'found
to Ik 8 instead of fl feet, as at first ap-
peared, and tin quality ot coal reported
to be hilly tqu.il to that found in the Cun
tier.

I think I have fully explained my ideas
On the subject ot the coal measures, and
it remains tor me to speak hut briefly on
the subject of the iron lodes, not that I
do a./l esteem them fully as important ns
the c »al interes*, but owing to the fact of
their superior size and hardness ot the in-
closing strata, as well us the position ot
the strata with regur I to action of the
elements, their value is at once evident, as

they arc not broken and slid over by the
debris ot the upper measures as is the case
of the softer coal bearing rocks. The
measures consist of metamorpUic sand-
stone and si ates with lodes of the iron
ore which is magnetic in a marked degree.
Their size and extent are so obvious that
1 will only give the measurements and sit-
uation of each lode. The Tyee being the
lowest in measures will claim my atten-

tion first. This immense lode consists of

two parallel veins; the lower being 32
feet in thickness, separated from the up-

per by 28 feet ot rook; the upper vein is

To bv continued on Unip. yo
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