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Dry farming is gradually losing its advocates all
over the country. In comparison with results ob-
tained from irrigation or from localities with pro-
per rainfall, arid regions have little with which to
back their claims. The east is turning to the west
for better climatic conditions, for more productive
soil, for greater advantages in all lines than are to
be found in the east.

Dry farming in politics is losing its standing.
It has been tried by the people and found want-
ing. Some of the people who have tried it are
also found wanting- some wanting their jobs
back, some wanting nearly everything with which
to exist. The intellectual drouth and gold bug
pests encountered during republican management
are calculated to soon cause a complete change in
the country's method of political farming. After
a sufficient experience with second-hand republi-
can machinery operated by telegraph, many per-
sons have become convinced that the arid regions
of republican policy ought to be irrigated. Sever-
al streams of political wisdom which had previous-
ly been overlooked are now receiving serious at-
tention, and with their combined flood of enerva-
tion the alkaline deserts formed by republican
mismanagement will in time bloom again. The
barbed wire tariff fence enclosing the field of home
industries has pricked every laboring man who
has attempted to squeeze through and grasp a
meager living, while the fat bulls of republican
finance have fed from the best of the land until
their toughened hides of conscience have become
impenetrable to public needs. Diversified financ-
ing has occupied so much of the time of the con-
gressional overseers that New York thistles have
grown up all over the country. Sinch bugs have
eaten at the roots of public industries until the
once blooming trees of prosperity are tottering
and falling in the winds of financial storm. The
four-year itch for office is abroad in the land. Re-
publicans all have it. They are crowding over
one another to get at the national medicine chest,
where inviting vials of republican campaign funds
await use in relief, although they never seem to
cure.

Farming methods which do not prove profitable
are in time changed. Up-to-date practice succeeds
time-worn fallacies. Political policies in vogue in
the past are being relegated as their undesirability
becomes apparent. The republican sponsors for
present business conditions have made the laws by
which the country has been misruled. Now they
are confronted by a public demand for a change—

self-havesters must belong to all or to none. The
democratic party unites in a plea to the people to
rescue their rights before plutocracy shall declare
they have no rights.

Which way are you farming?

Advance statistics by a directory company pre-
paring the data for the 1908 book show that Spo-
kane has a population of almost 115,000, a gain of
20,000 in 1907. The following statement is given
out in this connection: "While we can arrive at
no accurate estimate as to the population of the
city, we know enough to say without hesitancy
that the increase has been of a substantial nature.
It may be that the city's growth since the compi-
lation of the last directory, placing the population
at 95,990, will be shown to have been remarkable.
We know, of course, that the population of the
state of Washington has undergone a wonderful
increase during the year and it is natural to be-
lieve that this growth will be proportionately re-
flected by the chief city of eastern Washington."
The population of Spokane is estimated on a basis
of a multiple of two and a half.

A decision of importance to milling- men and
homesteaders has been affirmed by the commis-
sioner of the land office at Washington, D. C, and
long disputes and contests between prospectors
and homesteaders may be avoided. The rule has
been that when a controversy existed in reference
to a piece of land, one person claiming it under
agricultural entry and another as a mining claim,
the mining claimant, in order to hold the land, had
to prove that it possessed "mineral in paying
quantities as a present fact." In other words,
the homesteader could hold the land unless it was
actually a paying mine. The new ruling instead
of making it necessary to prove the existence of a
paying mine, says that where the showing is made
that mineral actually exists in sufficient quantity

and value to justify a reasonable and competent
person in expending time and money in develop-
ment work, the land may be held as a mining
claim. This will be of benefit to miners and pros-
pectors, and may prevent the unjust loss to pros-
pectors of ground on which much time and money
have been expended.

The editor of the Statesman-Inkeg states in the
last issue of that great political regulator that he
has had a heavy burden upon his shoulders, a
greater load to cury than any other person in
Stevens county, and that for the past: month he
has been sick. Whereupon we must observe that
the apology is good. In view of the deplorability

of the situation, it would be wicked to charge

the typographical and intellectual result to the
efforts of any other than a sick man.


