
The Northport News facetiously remarks that it
does not believe the democrats of Stevens county
willrefuse to support Judge Carey for re-election
because he is a republician. That would indeed be
the very least ground on which to refuse him sup-
port. But if a corporation republican must fill the
county bench, why make any choice at all? Let
the one have it who most needs it, or who by de-
votion to corporate interests most deserves it.
Democracy will attempt to carry out the idea of a
non-partisian judiciary, and in this matter willseek
the best man. Of course it may seem a bit un-
reasonable that the best man should need to secure
signatures to that effect, or that he should rush to
the front with a public announcement in the Index
by the republican ring politicians, but the demo-
crats will probably overlook that part of it and
support Judge Carey on the strength of the ex-
emplary record which he has not had time to make.
The News does not state whether or not it favors
the balance of the republican ring ticket, but since
the entire ticket emanated from one source it may
be hard to make discrimination. No other repub-
lican candidate has been able to break through the
barrier which has been placed about the selections
made by the present office holders, hence it is pre-
sumed that the Carey ticket is in its entirety will
be dragged through the primaries if the rank and
file can be sufficiently clubbed into submission.
Yes, the republicanism of Judge Carey will play a
small part in the refusal of the people to support
Judge Carey for re-election, but the fact that he has
been and is so closely related with corporation poli-
cies and politics will prove a serious handicap to
him in asking support from the average voter.
This added to the incriminating fact that, in the
face of the non-partisan judiciary law, he has been
selected by the official organ of the republican
courthouse ring to lead the ring ticket this year
willnot only mitigate his chance of favorable men-
tion by self-respecting republicans, but entirely
withdraw the support of democrats who might
feel kindly toward him personally.

The Stevens County Searchlight, Vol. I, No. 1,
appeared this week, a monthly publication issued
at Colville in the interests of religious and moral
reform. It is published by the Searchlight Pub-
lishing Company and is edited by Rev. W. H. Boddy
and Ralph W. Van Valin, with Raymond F. Van
Valin and Albert S. Dingle business managers.
It consists of sixteen 12-inch columns, and carries
a good line of advertising. The mechanical work
is done by The Colville Examiner. There is un-
doubtedly a good field in Stevens county for a non-
partisan and non-sectarian religious journal and the
Searchlight intends to cover this field. Sunday
school and church work will be furthered in its
columns and civic progress and reform advocated.

This is the day for election of school directors,
and it is a matter of the greatest importance to
the commonwealth that the best men be chosen to
take charge of educational work in various districts.
A school director holds a position of more than or-
dinary responsibility. Upon the faithful perfor-
mance of his duties depends to a large degree the
character of the citizenship of this state in the
years to come. It is a safe statement that every
school officer wishes to do his best for the boys
and girls of his community. Experience has shown
that the directors are not only willingbut solicitous
to receive suggestions that will enable them to pro-
vide better conditions. The directors' meetings,
held annually in each county, provide an opportu-
nity for a comparison of views and a discussion of
questions of mutual interest. Every school officer
should attend. By such attendance he will be of
greater service to his community, and the con-
sciousness of such service is his reward for the
zealous discharge of his duties.

Spokane has a case pending decision before the
Interstate Commerce Commission and it is of vital
importance to every inland city west of the Mis-
souri river. It is the first case under the new law,
and is a decisive one, as upon this stands or willfall
the Congressional act to regulate freight rates.
Spokane has made this case broad and sweeping.
It does not affect Spokane only, but every inland
city in the country, and attorneys have emphasized
this fact at every hearing. At the hearing in Spo-
kane in 1907, Mr. Prouty of the Commission asked
Spokane's counsel if, in the event itwere given the
decision, it would be willing to extend it to every
inland city, and Spokane replied in the affirmative.
It is of importance that widespread publicity be
given the case at this time, to the end that all inland
cities willrecognize the fact that Spokane's fight is
their fight and that their interests are the same.

Ex-senator Stansell, the Rice correspondent of
the Statesman-Index, the famous lighting change,
big-mitt artist of the light-fingered political brigade
in the legislature of four and six years ago, is com-
mencing to manifest a disposition to get back into
politics again. The senator is boosting for his first
love, Judge Carey, and those of the republicans
who don't fancy corporation corruption in Stevens
county politics are getting out the club and rolling
up their sleeves with a laudable determination to
do business according to the annihilation plan.

Say, Sambo can you tell me why your Methodist
minister's store teeth is like the republican party's
gold standard monetary system?

0 dats easy; it am because dem teeth has de
berry bad habit ob wobbling and falling down just
when he gets in the middle ob his sarmon.


