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THE FIASCO ENDS.
To-night the Worst Legislature ever

Convened in this State Adjourns.

The really big fight of last weekwas on H. B. 309. relating to the
initiative by the people In amending
the constitution, when the measure
went down to defeat because of the
fact that those men who had pledged
themselves previous to the election ut
terly refused to vote for the meas-
ure. Their pledges were in the
hands of the joint legislative league
and they knew it. but in the face or
this Beveral of them voted directly
opposite. It took the house the
greater part of Thursday to dispose
of the bill, starting in about 10:30
in the morning when a house call
was secured, and continued for two
hours In order to locate just two
members. Hays of Thurston and Row
land of Benton, after Beveral mem-
bers had been excused by vote of
the house because of sickness. The
friends of the matter delayed action
on the bill until they bad secured
the presence in the hall of every
member that could be brought in
and made to cast his vote one way
or the other. About 12:30 p. m.
a recess was taken until 2 o'clock
and after tkc usual preliminaries
the fight was resumed. The bill
was ably championed by the 'Pro-
gressives in the main, although sup-
ported by Republicans and Demo-
crats alike, but the Republican ma-
chine managed to swing sufficient
votes to bring about its defeat.
Here is the way the roll call result-
ed:

Yea ?Arnold, W. A., Axtell, Bris-
lawn. Black, Brown, Brooks, Bry-

and consolidating no less than ten
heads of departments, and thus ef-
fecting a saving to the state of si-

bout $10,000 a year. The bill will
be signed by the governor. Anoth-
er bill, which provides for consol-
idation of many of the beards and
commissions under a "fiscal com-
mission," Introduced by Hastings
of King, will, if passed, bring a-
bout one of the biggest savings to
the state possible.

? ? ?

Not to be outdone by the house,
the senate on Friday gave over a
large portion of the afternoon to
the consideration of H. B. No. 21,
by Mrs. Axtell, repealing the an-
notated codes relative to the rule
of evidence in thecase of certain
crimes against morality and decen-
cy, eliminating the clause that
makes it necessary to have corrob-
orative evidence in order to secure
conviction in rape cases. A full
gallery, composed largely of women
sat throughout the entire hearing,

which at times developed into some
very pointed discussions on the

merits pro and con. Finally, the
senate passed the bill by a vote of
36 to 4. with 2 absent.

? ? ?

Believing that there la a neces-
sity for such an act, the senate this
week passed the Nichols hill known
as "unfair discrimination law," an
act relating to the prices of com-
modities sold for delivery in this
state, and making it possible for
the purchaser to recover the dif-

come into the general fund from
the indirect sources of taxation.

? ? ?

When Governor Lister called a

halt on Saturday In a speech which
fairly bristled with fire, his state-

ments were questioned by many of
the members present. State Tax
Commissioner T. D. Rockwell was
requested to furnish a statement
showing what the levy would be In

an effort to disapprove the state-
ment of the governor.

Mr. Rockwell's findings will not
be used. They follow:

Levies of Levies as
1912. Proposed

General fund ..1.23 mills 3.00
School levy ... .1.90 mills ... .1.90
Military 11 mills 11
Permanent high-

way 100 mills 2.50
Road fund 50 mills . . . .1.30
University 475 mills 475
State college . . .325 mills 325
Cheney n0rma1...325 mills Vetoed
Bellingham 09 mills 09
Ellensburg . . .07 mills «7

Total G.79 mills . .10.22
With the assessed valuation of

the state as it is at the present time
this means approximately an In-
crease of from $5,790,000 to $10,-
--220,000 for each year, or $11,580,-
--000 for the blennlum formerly and
$20,440,000 proposed for the next

two years.

? ? ?

The legislature has gone wild on
appropriations, It Is declared, and
the only safety valve to date has
been the democrats and the pro-
gressive members of both houses
Since Governor Lister has clashed
with the house leaders on tbe mat-
ter of vetoes, the house committee
has been recommending out all
kinds of appropriations measures.

Corkey and Frnak W. Middaugh on
second reading of H. B. 309, pro-
viding for initiative by the people
in amending the constitution.

The purpose of any written con-
stitution is supposed to be that of
a check upon the momentary im-
pulse of the people. This idea may
have been of some force in the ear-
ly days of this nation when we were
suddenly removed from the restric-
tions of a constitutional monarchy
and placed on the, broad open plain
of a republican form of government

* ? .

Then, too, there may have been
some weight in such an argument
in those former years when the
school system had not yet permeat-
ed the land, nor the influence of
the newspaper and magazine been
felt. We submit if the people of
this nation 100 years ago were fit
under their own constitution, then
today by reason of this broadening
influence of school and press, evi-
denced in a concrete form by the
greater Interest of the people in
government, the citizens are fit by
a more unrestricted process to a-
mend their constitutions.

. ? ?

We must remember that the
makers of our early constitution
were then considered radicals, that
in breaking away from old monarch-
lal order of things, they moved
slowly, hence the restrictions placed
in the federal constitution and
those of the various Eastern state
from which our const it utiorml pro-
vision wsa copied.

? ? ?

In England where they have
never had any written constitutlou
they had in place of such written
constitution, king and constitu-
tional monarchy to act as a restric-
tion on the people. This nation.

' written instrument but against the
traditions and ideals of the British
citizens.

...

We turn now to the consideration
of matters nearer home. My fel-
low members, we are of but aver-
age political clay; any one of our
neighbors might have been select-
ed to come down here, and if that
be true, namely, that we represent

hut an average., then we ask, can
you pass on a question here as
soundly as when at home? Here
in this whirlpool of politics, men
yanked this way and that way by
lobbyists, night letters and day
messages poured in upon them from
interested parties; beset by politi-
cal ambitions, by sectional jealousy
cooped up here in the rotten atmos-
phere of this chamber ?I refer to
the aair in the room and not to the
political atmosphere?can members
under such conditions give their
best efforts and bring their minds
to consider all sides of a measure?
Why, it seems to us here, oas In
most legislatures, we have been
buffeted from Dan to Beersheba in
order to get anything done. We
would rather trust the judgment
of the real lumber jacks in the for-
est than that of the political lum-
ber jacks engaged in log rolling
here in this capitol.

...

Let us turn from this forum to
another ?that of the citizens them-
selves. It Is in the sober quiet that

comes to the people In their own
homes, in the dead silence of delib-
erate judgment that these funda-
mental questions are settled.

So, summing up, let us say that
the people, entrusted safely with
this power to amend their own
fundamental law, after a hundred
years of progress, can take a step
forward, and not backward as is

? ? ?

? ? ?

? * ?

? ? ?

PRESIDENT WILSON AND HIS CABINET

way apportionment bill to take the
place of the one which Mrs. Lister
kicked off her doorstep. The senate
subsequently passed a concurrent
resolution permitting the introduc-
tion of the bills. This is a complete
victory for Governor Lister, who

said repeatedrj- that he would agree
to a mill and a quarter the first

year and one mill the second. The
house 1b also said to have accepted
the agreement.

Young Mr. Taylor, who by the
grace of an "unholy alliance" of
the stand patters of the two old
and all but defunct political parties
occupied the speaker's chair in the
House during this winter's legisla-
tive session, says that Governor Lis-
ter has insulted the legislature. Im-
possible! Givernor Lister is a big
man and does big tilings, but even
he cannot accomplish the impossible

And without doubt the members
of the legislature have found out
that Mrs. Ernest Lister, the gov-
ernor's estimable wife, is on guard

at the executive mansion. If they
do not want their pet bills kicked
aroun' they should take them to
the governor's office during busi-
ness hours.

The legislature has passed the
$300,000 Cheney Normal bill over
Governor Lister's veto. The sen-
ate vote was 30 to 8.

The senate passed a new fish
code on Wednesday. Senator White
of Bellingham appears to be the
chief "explainer" of the measure.

? ? ?

After having once killed the al-
ien ownership bill, the senate re-
considered and passed the measure

ant. Capron. Chamberlln, Chllde,

Christensen, Corkey, Craig. Croake
Darling, Dunning. Earle, Falkner.
Fontaine, Gilkey, Gllbo, Ooss, Gray

Hastings. Hedger, Herber. Hill.

Holmes. Horrigan, Houser, Hughes

Hurd. Hutchinson. Kingery. Langfort

LeSourd. Mapes, Masterson. McFar-

land, Merrlam. Middaugh. M» le8

Moll. Murphine. Neumann, Norton

Oakes. Overman. Picken. Pierce.

Reed. Robe. Rowland. Sison, Smith

Stevens. Stewart, Truax. Turubow

Zednick. r v
Nays?Angard. Adams, W. fc-.

Arnold. Cleland. Conner Davis

Karnsworth. Foster. Field. Free-

man. Grass. Greenback "alsey.

Haye. Jensen. Kennedy, Lum Mo-

"rdle. McCoy, Mess. Moren, New>
man Roland. Slier. Sims Steven-

son Stream. Sumner. Tonkin. Ur

quhart. Wray. Taylor
Absent?Beam. Catlin. sweet,

Wells.
? ? ?

The enemies of the bill tried in

-very conceivable manner to a-

m7nd the measure and «-n wen

the
Dra\ B pre-

amended SK***«»» ~

make it effective.
? * *

..

? fhp handwriting on the
Reading the J>- n°

machinery
«» lh? and gave its sup-
save in for once and 8

cwlt_

ference over that paid elsewhere.
? ? ?

A few members of the senate led
a fight against the recall bill this

week in an effort to kill It, but
failed of votes to carry out their
program and the bill went through
practically as submitted.

House bill 649 went through the
house Monday by the vote of the
"unholy alliance." and with the
majority of the Progressive mem-
bers against it. It appropriates 11.-
--864,441 for the construction of
public highways. Just at the last
minute the Republican machine in-
serted an additional appropriation of
$60,000 into the bill, and several
members who might otherwise have
voted for it, turned into opposition
at what they termed "the pork bar-

| rel" tactics. Governor Lister has

since vetoed the bill.
? ? :

Senate bill No. 13. the teachers'
retirement fund bill, went through
the house "this week without much
opposition. The measure is to be

referred to the people In 1814.
? ? ?

One of the most drastic meas-
ures yet passed by either branch is
that known as the lowa "red light"
bill, which was amended in the sen-
ate this week and is up to the
house for concurrence.

? ? ?

If the legislature is permitted to

continue along the same general
lines of making all kinds of ap-
propriations without the governor
sitting with a veto power, the taxes

of the state will be increased from

a levy of 5.779 mills to 10.22 mills.
This is direct taxation to say noth-
ing of the huge sums which will

While a halt has been demanded
there seems to be no abatement of
the flood of bills carrying large
appropriations and the result will
be to make campaign material for
the minority members of both
house and the administration two
years hence. The total aggregate
of vetoed bills will run well into
the mllions and with this to be tak-
en before the voters of the state
the democrats and progressives are
Jubilant today over the showing be-
ing made.

Representative Hill of the minor-
ity party declared from the floor of

the house Friday that the "death
knell of the republican party had
been sounded."

? ? ?

Progressives, democrats and re-
publicans all climbed onto tbe same
wagon Friday afternoon, and with-
out one dissenting vote the senate

bill providing for the exchange of
state lands now held in the federal
forests for lieu lands on the edge
of tbe reserve, acre for acre and
.value for value, was passed.

Speaker Howard Taylor took the
floor In favor of the bill, which pas-
sed the senate unanimously, and de-
clared that it was one of the
vital pieces of legislation before tbe

legislature this session.
? * ?

Representative Brown of Kittitas
a progressive leader, slso spoke in
favor of tne bill, asserting that 730,

000 acres' of school and granted
lands were affected, and that these
lands had an aggregate value of
120,000,000.

There was no opposition.
? ? ?

Remarks submitted Jointly by

the Spokane Progressives, Thomas

when founded, did away with the
kingship and substituted as a re-
striction on the people the present
provisions of our constitutions, so
that England had one method of
checking the so-called mob and we
had another method. The point we
make in this regard is:

? ? ?

England, heretofore bound by the
restrictions of her monarchist form

of government, has in recent yeare
done away with that restriction, al-
though a king in name sits on the

throne of the British people. Today
in England there is no restriction
on the people?neither by the king
nor by any written constitution. If
England has removed her restric-
tions, why shall we not remove ours
and remove our kingship which ex-

ists in that form of a constitution-
al provision which this bill No.

309 seeks to amend?
? ? ?

We have referred to the fact of
there being no constitution in Eng-
land, but we must not be misunder-
stood. Such a reference is made
not to show that we shall do away

with our constitution but to com-

bat the argument frequently advanc-
ed, to the effect that this bill is a
radical measure that will open wide
the flood gates of mob rule. Our
argument is that we need not fear
to trust the people with their own
constitution bcause In England, a
most conservative country, they hay«

no written constitution whatever

For example, In the English house

of parliament, when a member rises
and says: "Mr. Speaker, I am a-

gainst this bill because It is uncon-
stitutional." what he means by that
is that It is against, not any fixed

the amendment offered which re-
quires a majority of those voting
at the election instead of a major-
ity of those voting on the question.
Let us look to the English coun-
try, much as I hate so to do, being
an Irishman, look to that nation
where is the mother constitution of
them all, the great living unwritten
constitution of Britain, and assure
ourselves that we take no rash step.

Look also to those other conserva-
tive nations whose constitutions are
all founded on the same Anglo-Sax-
on Institution as ours, wherein is
woven the warp and woof of that

same common law that is the body
of our law; to Canada and those
nations of the Southern seas, where
as In England, an act of parllment
is supreme, and where a statute, if
it is referred at all, is referred, not

to any supreme court, but to the cit-
izenship itßelf for judgment. We fay

or the retention of a written con-
stitution, but maintain that it shall
come to the dead level of the
people's will. We believe that the
best tribunal to decide the funda-
mental law is that of the whole
body of citizens and that their Judg-
ment is the best ?the Judgment of
the city man plus that of his neigh-

bor in the country ?the judgment
of the young impulsive man plus
that of his more conservative elder-
the judgment of the workman plus

that of the business man ?the com-
posite judgment of all the people

which is the safest and sanest in all
the land. j

? ? ?

The senate caucus on Monday de-'
cideed to pass a new road bill levy-

ing a mill and a quarter tax the
first year and one mill the second
year and to couple with it a hlgh-

by a vote of 28 to 11. Lieutenant
Governor Hart refused to preside
while this bill was under considera-
tion, because he declared that the
bill had been killed and could not
be reconsidered.

? ? ? ?

Representatives of tbe electric
light company met with the city

council at a special meeting Tues-
day night to consider the matter of

street lighting. The company of-
fered to erect and maintain any
kind of lights desired, either arc
cluster, or others, but requires the
city to pay a minimum of $100 per
month for the service, and to en-
ter into a five-year contract. Af-
ter considerable discussion, the pro-
posal was tabled for the preent.

The city is now paying from $47
to $50 a mouth for street lighting,
on a midnight service. Llf the com-
pany Insists on the $100 minimum
it seems altogether likely that the
present service will be continud as
the town Is not in a position to pay
tbe increase

On his way home Sunday night
the Rev. E. S. Chappell stumbled
over the water hydrant In front of

tbe Reformed church on Grover
street, and sustained painful injur-

ies. It is said that Beveral others
bave had similar experience in pass-
ing this hydrant, which is so located
ac not to be readily noticed by pe-
destrians. It has been suggested
that the hydrant be enclosed, but
the fire department would oppose
that, and rightly. If the street

were at grade at that point, the
hydrant might be more readily ob-
served, but there appears to be no
remedy for the situation.


