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COLFAX DEVASI JED BY FLOOD
Raging Torrent Pours Through Main Busi-

ness Thoroughfare, Leaving Wreck
and Iluin in Its Wake.

ESTIMATED DAMAGE IS VERY GREAT

Bridges Carried Away—Many Structures

Swept to Destruction—Business Hit

—Slickens Covers Everything.

If this is the "winter of our discontent" it can truly be said we are

not cast down. Colfax has passed through the greatest calamity

that ever befell it. Devastation, wreck, loss and ruin are everywhere

in evidence. The catastrophe went on before our eyes, with no

power to prevent, with little opportunity to save. One great re-

deeming feature, one that fills every soul with gladness, there was

no loss of life. While there were many narrow escapes, we do not

have to bow our heads in mourning over human loss. Property loss j
can be regained.

ColfciX has experienced the flood stage of melted snow coming i

from the mountains on many occasions, but the height reached I

Tuesday afternoon and evening was something never before seen by

white man. High water was expected. The almost constant snow

and rain throughout the Palouse country of the last three weeks,

with the unusual accumulation of snow inQthe mountains of Idaho)

where the two Palouse rivers have their source, meant disaster if it

should go off suddenly. The chinook wind came, the warm rain

descended from the clouds, the released waters were upon us.

Monday forenoon the waters of the

South Palooee river became a huge

stream, more than filling its channel, the

result being that the lower part of the

city was Hooded to within a few inches

<y the stage reached in January, 1909,

which at that time was considered a

record breaker. Now. as then, the water

tilled the north t-i>d of town to Upton
street, for a time stopping all traffic in

that direction, but it soon receded, doing

little or no damage. One noticeable

feature whs that all, or ajont all, of the

water came down the South Palouse,

the North Palooee being Hale above the

normal.
The Ravages of Tuesday.

Tuesday* tnonmig, however, Mayor

Lippitt received word from Pullman thp.t

Main street of that city was flooded and

all bridges gone, a reminder of what

might be looked for here later in the

day: also from Palouse a like message

was received telling of the rapid rise in

the North Palouse and giving a note

of warning. Mayor Lippitt circulated

among the business men and sent word

to all families to be prepared, which
warning was heeded by our people, the

business men in most cases taking goods

out of basements and placing them on

counters and boxes above floor level,

thit»kine they had them safe from any

possible flood conditions that might pre-

vail. Alas, alack! How far they missed
their mark is only too apparent in the

wreck and ruin to be seen in nearly every

store.
Soon after the noon hour the water in

tbe South Palousei began to raise at a
rapid rate and did not stop until Main

street and Mill street, from Cauyonstreet

north, was tilled with several feet of

water, pouring into every business house

in the city and driving people to higher

ground. The water reached its height
about 5 o'clock in the evening, but be-

fore that time it had done its worst. The

main channel of the river was a raging

torrent. Driftwood, timber and rubbish

of all kinds J>as constantly coming

down. The danger point was reached,
however, when the force of tbe water

carried away all the bridges in the city,

the footbridge on Spring street being the

first to go. This was followed in rapid

succession by the bridge on Wall street,

the bridge on Main street south of the

O. R. & N. depot, the footbridge on Rock

street near the »New Ridgeway theater,

and finally the steel bridge on Main street

in the south end, separating the town

into three divisions, communication be-

ing entirely broken from either.

Numberless Houses .Carried Away.

Next houses began to float down

stream, some intact fora distance, others

in rags and tatters, but all destined for

tbe bone yard. The mill, equipment,
lumber and shingles of the J. R Good Jc

Co. mill floated down, followed by houses,

barns, chicken coops and everything im-
aginable. A few instances were noted of

chickens riding down stream od boxes,

their final destination not being noted.

The warehouse of^Lippitt Bros, in the

rear of their store on Main street, built

of corrugated iron and stored with

groceries and provisions, standing on a
stone wall on the bank of the stream,

and thought to be as solid as the "Rock
of Ages,".floated off without the least
ceremony and soon mingled with the
wreckage below. Ju*t across Spring
street stood Barroll «fc Mohney's ware

house and workshop, in the rear of th jir

store, containing heavy goods, tools,
etc. It suffered the same fate.

Raging^Torrent in Main Street.

Main street at this time was filled
several feet deep with a rnging torrent,
it being impossible for man or beast to

stem the current. The water filled every
store, hotel, restaurant and business
houne, in fact, every house on both sides
of Main street from time to five feet,
the result of which can readily be under
stood. Goods or articles of value placed
above that mark were not seriously

damaged, but many missed theircalcula-
tion. not looking for such a big rise in
water, and tbejloss has been heavy.

The spectacle was presented Tuesday
evening of not a hotel or restaurant in
the city where meals could be served, not

a lodging house where beds could be
secured. Families not affected by the
flood on the east and west sides opened
their doors and gave meals, and, to

their capacity, furnished beds. The Bap
tist and Methodist churches were thrown
open and filled with people anxious to
epend the night.

Threatened Destruction by Fire.
A peculiar thing happened during the

height of the Hood, when the warehouse
of Easum Bros, took fire and burned to
the water line. Lime was stored in the j
building, which, when the water reached
it, began to slack and for hours sent
forth, volumes of smoke before it broke

out into flame. The garage belonging
to George Cornelius adjoins the erstwhile
warehouse, containing 16 automobiles,
valued at over $20,000, which stood in
danger of being destroyed by tire if not
by flood. The garage is constructed of

corrugated iron, which prevented the fire
from taking immediate effect—not before
five young men swam across the street i

in water five feet deep and put out the
incipient blaz?. Some damage, however,
wan done to tbe building and autos, but
small considering the amount involved.

An Awe-inspiring Spectacle.

These and all subsequent events were

watched by hundreds of people from the
hillsides on both sides of the raging tor-
rent, powerless to save but anxious to

see the unusual spectacle. It was, in-
deed, an unusual spectacle. Tbe entire
valley of the South Palouse was full of
water, it being as large ac the Columbia
river at ordinary stage. Looking up
stream from a point above the Episcopal
church it was a sight to inspire awe.
From that viewpoint the river was a
lordly stream, rushing onward to the
sea. When the town was reached, how-
ever, the scene changed. The brickyard
and all bouses built on the low lands in
the south end were under water, many
going down stream one after another, the
spectacle being one of ruin and dismay.
In most instances people had moved oat
of their bouses, taking a few valuables,

not having time to move much. Several
narrow escapes are recorded.

Looking to the north a vast expanse
waß spread nut, housetops above water,
but wreckage of all kind* piled in huge

heaps, a reminder of the great damage
that had been done. The Inland depot
was gone, the Farmers' warehouse had
been twisted out of shape, several dwell-
ings were missing, the scene wae one of
desolation. The court house aud the
beautiful Norway maples stood like an
island in the sea, it seeming to be the
only peaceful abode in that end of town.

Tne main current of the stream had
veered to the west, hitting with full force
the Inland depot and the Farmers' ware-

house. Another wild current was run
ning down Lake street into Perkins ave-

nue, everything being under or surround-
ed by water.

City in Darkness.

At 5 o'clock the water was at a stand
still, the first sign of relief the people
had experienced during an exciting and
strenuous afternoon. The shades of
evening were fast coming on. It found
a majority of the people of Colfax with-
out places to eat or sleep, dependent on

the good will of those who lived above
the water line, who were not slow to ex-

tend the glad hand, and all were pro-
vided for in some way. Business men, in
many cases, were separated from their
families, all communication being cut off
by the washing away of the bridges, and
it being impostible to ralk by telephone
owing to the crippled service Colfax
spent the night in darkness. Alantern's
light flickered here and there, showing
that some was one was on guard.

River Receding.

Although it rained Tuet-day night the !
river receded each hour until morning j
found the South Palouee occupying its
proper channel as far as the bridge at
the court house, where a mass of ruins
had gathered. The water, except in
pools, had left Main and Mill streets,
but oh, whp.t a fight! No words can de-
scribe it. Macadam streets torn up and
washed into piles; sidewalks uplifted and !
thrown out of place ; elickens covering
floors and defacing the walls in bouses i

and places of business ; merchandise of
all kinds piled in heaps on the floors
covered with mud ; windows broken,
ornaments shattered, articles of value
and beauty ground to the earth in filth. (

Many old familiar landmarks had dis-
appeared, telling of loss in thousands of
dollars. Men were able to say '"hello"
to their wives aDd children marooned on
the opposite side of the river, which was

something.
A Feeling of Optimism.

But amid this scene there were no

underlips hanging down, no delay in
cleaning out the waste material. Mer-
chants, clerks and others, with gumboots
on and having shovels, hoes and scrap-
ers were all busy, and the work of restor-
ation was begun at early morn and con-
tinued all day. While the loss has been
heavy it is not total, and the business
part of the city will soon present ite
usual cheerful appearance.

There is a feeling of optimism, a feeling
that while we have been hard hit, others
have been hit harder and we have no
right to complaia. There is no record
of such a flood here before and there
may never be another like it again.
Several towns in the Palouee have been
sufferers along with Colfax, although
perhaps not to the same extent. Colfax
will rise out of her ruins stronger, better
protected, more beautiful than before.
It can be done and the way will be
pointed out to do it.

Court House Flooded in Basement.
Water filled the basement of the court

house to a depth of A% feet by actual
measurement. The engineer's office, in
fact, everything in the basement, presents
a sorry appearance. iSlickens several
inches in depth cover the floors, and fur-
niture was thrown into all conceivable
shapes. Most of the maps, books and
papers connected with the engineer's
office were placed out of reach of flood
waters and are uninjured, but notwith-
standing considerable damage was done.
Several maps were hanging on the wallß,
the water reaching up half way or more,
of course destroying them. Two fine
dictionaries, several maps and a few
papers were on the floor covered with
slickens.

The Congregational church stood the
swift current, but water filled the inside
of the building several feet, covering the
pulpit and overturning the pews in con-
fusion worse confounded.

The Model Steam laundry is in bad
shape and will probably not be in opera-
tion for several weeks. A portion of the
building has been wrecked, and every-
thing inside, including machinery, is in
bad shape. As soon as transportation
is restored laundry will probably be sent
to Spokane or some other pom*" until the
works are reconstructed here. A foot of
elickens cover the floors.

The Work of Restoration.

Thursday morning opened bright and

clear, the bud shedding a golden light

The Gazette Has Its Troubles.

The Gazette comes out this w»»k
un'ier adverse conditions There be-
ing no power to run the preen it has
to be done by hand, which i.si-low and
laborious. This, in part, account" for
the paucity of news and the leaving

out of advertisements.

over all nature, as if bpckoning man on
and upward. The flood waters in the
north end bad grently receded, showing
the appalling conditions of things in
that part of town. Immense wreckage
had accumulated under and around the
bridge facing the court house on Main
street, under which the South Palouse
flow*, and to get that out.co the water
could have a free onward course was en-
gaging the attention of a large number
of men with teams. With block and
and tackle they were hauling timbers
and rubbish of all kinds out by piece-
meal, it being surprising the amount of
stuff which had accumulated. Those en-
gaged in the work were business men,
professional men and citizens generally,
including county officials, who were giv-
ing their services in a patriotic desire to
restore order out of chaos, lv thin con-
nection it should be stated that the in-
mates of the county jail were brought
out and set to work, and be it said to
their credit no one worked harder than
they did.

Valiant Young Men.
"Punch" Buchanan, Harold Windus,

Fred Johnson, Harry Skinner and Tom
Ke'tvedt are rive young men who ewarn
across Main street Tueeday evening and,
with buckets, put out the incipient blaze
which had communicated to the garage
of George Cornelius from the burning
warehouse of Ensutn Bros, adjoining on
the north. The tire started from lime
slacking, whiek was stored in the ware,
house. The garage and undoubtedly
other buildings would have been con-
sumed by fire but for their action. They
put out the fire and saved much valu-
able property. Sixteen autos were
stored in the garage, vulued at over
$20,000. Although several of them
were touched by fare, still the majority
escaped, save the nastiness they en-
countered by coming in contact with
elii'kens. The young men were promised
$100 by the fire chief to do this, it being
the only way it could be done.

Buildings Carried Away.

it the height of the flood Tuesday
afternoon, preceding as well as following
the carrying away of bridges, many
houses, barns, outbuildings and struct-
ures of different kinds panged down the
stream. Among the homes we note sev
eral, although there are doubtless others,
which will be named later. These are all
from the south end ;

The home of Dan Baker, belonging to
Henry Fowler, was one of the first to
go. It struck the steel bridge on Main
street with terrific force, the houee being
smashed into kindling wood and the
bridge swinging into mid-stream. Both
went where the woodbine twineth.

The house occupied by William Good-
year and family, owned by Charles Platt,
soon followed, and glided down stream

almost intact, the upper story, sliced off

just under the floor, finally landing in the
O. R. &N. freight yards. The first story
halted about 50 yards farther down.

Mre. Colvin'e bouee was another pil-
grim that cut loose, following the others
to destruction.

Stravens' auto house also went, leav-
ing bis auto in the river a block above
where the bridge stood.

Mrs. William Webster's house also
passed down stream.

The house next to the south end

bridge, Roberts' poultry and hidesestab
lishment and several woodsheds were

among the lot that went down stream.
The Nrfw Ridgeway theater, built on a

good rock foundation, stood the force of
the flood without showing any signs of
being twisted or torn. The front en-

trance, however, was undermined and
must be rebuilt.

The basement of the new High school
building on Millstreet, opposite the court

house, contained fully four feet of water.

Several inches of slickens cover the hard-
wood floors at this writing, which should
be removed soon in order to preserve
their beauty. The gymnasium is located
in this part of the building.

"Curfew ehall not ring tonight," is
true in so far as Colfax is concerned.
Both bells, with towere, went down
stream Tuesday afternoon.

A Landmark Gone.

An idea of the force and volume of the
flood which raced through the town will
be conveyed when it ie stated that the

South Main street eteel bridge was car-

ried eight blocks, or over half a mile,
finally lodging against the bridge by the
court house,, forming an obstruction
which took toll from everything that
floated that way until the channel was
completely dammed. The removal of
this jam was the first work undertaken

after the council met and started the
ball rolling.

The big steel bridge withstood the
pressure of the angry water; defied the
bumping of floating loge and heavy
timbers that hammered it like a platoon

CITY COUNCIL HELD SPECIAL SESSION
Colfax Declared to Be in State of Emer-

gency—All Private Water Systems

Confiscated for Temporary Use.

On call of Mayor Lippitt, council con-
vened in special session Thursday morn-

ing, March 3, at 10 o'clock, Councilmen
Barroll, Johnson, Dreifus, Stravens,
Tiffc and IMummer present.

On motion the city of Colfai was de-
clared to be in a state of emergency, and
it is hereby made lawfulfor the said city
of Oolfax to take, for temporary use, any
property that may be necessary to further
the good of said city. It is hereby made
lawful for any police officer, and the
chairman of each and every committee
of said council, and each supervisor of
work, who is hereby declared to be a
special police officer with power of arrest,
to enforce this order.

On motion the chairmen of the com-
mittees on streets, water and police were

appointed to act as chairman of each
department with full power to act. For
streets, see G. W. Perrine. For water,
see E EL Barroll. For police, see Dr.
Tlffl.

Oq motion each member of the council
was appointed as a committee of one on

relief, with full pow^r to act.
On motion J. R. Good was appointed

as foreman for the removal of obstruc-
tions from all streams and for providing
temporary bridgps and ferries, his work
to be under the supervision of the street
committee.

On motion Councilman Tiff: was ap-
pointed as a comruitte of on? tn euper-

vise the immediate erection of the neces-
sary toilets for both women and men.

On motion council adjourned to meet
Friday morning, March 4, at 10 o'clock.

Friday Morning's Meeting.

Council met at 10 o'clock Friday.
Ordered that a temporary wagoD

bridge be put across the South Palouse
river at Cooper lake, and J. It. (Jood and
Jno. Bloom appointed to look after it.

Food supply pxpeeted from Spokane
and UarnVld today.

A test of the water service is to be
made this evening or Saturday morning
in order to discover where the mains are
broken.

All people are directed to be in their
homes at 6 o'clock each evening until
further notice.

It is requested that all articles found
on the streets be left at the sneriffs office
for identification.

Ladies' toilet* have been erected on

Canyon street in the rear of the Metho-
dist church.

Citiz jns are notified that the toilets in
their homes may be used and flushed
with buckets. The hot water tanks
should be drained, and thcu an little fire
as possible kept in the ranges, and the
hot water faucets kept open all the time.
Be sure there is no tire in the range when
cold water is turned in.

Couucil will meet again Saturday at
10 o'clock.

of battering rams; resisted the onslaught
of small houses and sheds that were re-
duced to splinters when the wood met
the unyielding steel, but its time was
come and it was laid low when the two-
htory dwelling occupied by Dan Baker
and family floated into the swiftest part
of the current and started for the sea.
Tae bridge was one of the most used in
the county, and when it fell words of re-

gret were uttered by the hundreds of
people who had watched its struggle to
remain in the service of man. In its
present resting place it is a bent and
twisted mass of steel only.

In the North End.

The appearance of things in the north
end beggars description. Rubbish of
every kind, piled in unshapely heaps, meet

the gaze. The 0. R. &N. depot, appar
ently, is the only thing in the path of

the fl )od that was not submergpd. The
wreckage of the Inland depot lies near
the first named depot. All families in
that part of town were compelled to

leave their homes. Over 100 are tem-
porarily stopping in the North Ward
school building, living on crackers and
cheese or anything they can get.

0 R. & N. tracks west will have to be
rebuilt. The Inland is in the same pre-
dicament. The Inland bridge across the
South Palouse was undermined at the
sourh end and dropped to terra firma.
Poesibly it may be raised into place. The
O. R. & N. bridge just below is a wreck.

The county bridge near the fairground,
a new steel structure, and the Inland
bridge just above, ace both gone.

Whitman county's fair grounds are
completely ruined. The pavilion was

wrecked, part of it lying across the race

track, or, more strictly speaking, where
the race track once was. The grand
stand and the stables are the only things

that remain.

A FEW ESTIMATED LOSSES.
Merchants and Property Owners

Hard Hit but Not Downcast.

J. R. Good & Co. are probably the
largest individual losers in the city.
They place their loss at $28,000.

Lippitt Bros, come next. Their loss is
estimated at $20,000. The goods in the
basement of the main store, consisting

largely of groceries and provisions, were
placed in the warehouse in the rear,
standing on a solid stone wall and
thought to be safe, but the high water

lifted it and carried it to destruction as

though a toy.
Simon Dreifus & Co. ars heavy losers.

Their loss is estimated at between $2,-
--000 and $3000. This does not include
the immense stock of hardware in their
warehouse in the north end, which, at

this writing, eaaaot be reached and the
damage is not known. Itcannot fail to
be considerable. The water was 26
inches deep in the store on Main street.

The Hamilton drug store was hard hit
by the water and sliekens. The estimated
loss is |2000.

M. A. Rose, jewtler, says his lose will
be between |3000 and f4OOO. Every-
thing was thought to be above possible

high water, but the mark was badly
missed.

King's book store held 30 inches of
water and the lose will reach $1000.

Gerbers meat market was not dam-

a red much, albeit he had a quantity of
meat on hand. He places bin loss at
$150.

Huntley Brothers are hard hit. Their
loss will probably reach $8000.

Kiinbrough's grocery store is damaged
to the extent of $500.

The Great Eastern is damaged to the
extent of $5000 Siickena covered the
fl >ors aiid the score preHented a disas-
troue aspect.

Soirkey «£ Giant*, jewelers, say their
lose will be between $1500 and |2000.
Valuable and beautiful goods were left in
the show windows, they thinking there
could be no possibility of the water com-
ing that high, but the goods remain in
the window and present a sorry eight.
Show ca<-es seemed to have been playing
hide-and-seek in the playful glee of the
waters.

The Whitehou.-e Clothing Co. say they
are damaged $2000.

Smith's bakery sustained a loss of
$250.

J. W. Poteet'e confectionery store was

badly wrecked. The water rose to 4&
feet in depth, throwing goods, counters
and cases into all shapes and conditions.
Mr. Foteet says bis loss will reach $1500.

Forty-one inches of water filled the
building of the Colfax Implement Co.
H. M. Moffatt, manager, places the lose
at $2000. It wae full of beautiful car
riages of all kinds, besides machinery,
which is covered with slickens, presenting
a spectacle of defacement that no amount
of paint and varnish can cover up.

Fred S. Ratliff & Co. lost their entire
exhibit and most of their pictures, al-
though care had been taken to place
everything table high above the floor,
thinking it safe there. Like all the rest
Fred made a big miscalculation, and now

mourns particularly the loss of his ex-
hibit. Water covered the floor five feet
in depth.

Barroll & Mohney, dealers in hard-
ware, estimate their loss at foOOO.

R. K. Squibb says his loss will reach
$3000.

An estimate of the damage done must
of necessity be largely a guese. The
Gazette's guess puts the local loss at half
a million dollars.

Telephone Service Restored.

The telephone company is entitled to

thanks for the eff jrtmade to restore ser-
vice, which was done Wednesday night.
Scores of people from outeide points
were anxious to communicate with
friends here, and vice versa. Mauager
Shilling posted a notice stating that all
coald talk over the phone, money or no

money. The phone office is up stairs
over the savings bank. The office down
stairs looks like a drowned rat.

Clothing Available.
Persons in need of clothing may be put

in touch with those having garments to

give away by applying to the Woman's
Guild of Good Samaritan Episcopal
Church. Mrs. Ivan Chase,

President pro tern.

Aid the Unfortunate Ones.
All persona finding small articles of

value scattered by the flood are request-
ed to leave same at the sheriff's office for
identification and recovery by the owners.

Plain sewing wanted. Address Mra.
Kate Lawrence, Gen. Del., Colfax.


