
£ Timely Topics*

It will he observed that the Atlanta
|>n>tpsls against kissing ii'> uot come

from the nirls.

We presume that at that vegetable
daiic- in New York the tferman was led
by B»ur kmut.

\ Cm ethlnker has been sentenced to a
,V(tK'- Imprisonment in Australia; but

won! his make him think more freely

than ewrV

Sltotl. I lie ureat successor to Pade-
resvslii. wears go mane, so his success
eannol logically be called a ease of cap-
Illarj attraction.

\ i pleasure Investment a boy may
(it irst think coasting down hill all

right, l>ui eventually the returns are
utiual Isfactory.

11. ('. I'rick, who attained some im-en

•. lable notoriety during the big strike it

Plttuburg a few years ngo, has just paid
$100,000 f"f a picture.

Maybe the habit of girls mnrryinp

veterans to enjoy a pension as their
\\ IdoWS comes under the head of Jill 1>«-
--tng fair la love and wnr-

Geographical the Chinese queue is

located in the same direction us the

British Lion's fall, lint the powers bake
i are to handle it in a different way.

That New Jersey man who has tried
seven times to commit suicide and fail-

ed nilgh! do worse than to visit Ska-
truay this spring wearing a sack coat
and i silk hat.

rii.' San Francisco Examiner prints

si ii account <.f several men being carried

over Willamette Falls in a boat, under
the caption "Swept to Perdition." Why
take so gloomy a view of it V

\u25a0 A Loekpoi't (N. V.) paper say-' "Miss

Minme Powers of Ihi- city is eighi feet
lall. lacking one inch." That young
woman evidently stands very high in

tiie e-timation of all who know her.

•Why." asks the New York Evening
Sim, "willa woman wear a feather boa
around \\f\l neck and run down heels to

her shoes'.'" Because there Is no better
place to wear either a feather boa or

run-down heels.

It is now claimed that all the cheap
cooiiv valentines in this country are
made in a small town in the interior of
New York. In order to Bare the place
from total and instantaneous destruc-
tion, however, its name is not given.

A London scientist says he has care-
fully Studied 500 species of microbes,
and finds that 1 only forty of that, num-
ber have \ iiioiis tendencies. "On the
whole," be says, '•the microbe helps to

make life pleasurable." Tl arbolated
rosewater will have to go.

A pink tinted note from "Aiys11 Jjrlu^s

1 he in format ion that she has "composed
about twenty poems on spring and kin-
dred subjects," and asks: "Shall 1 con-
sult an editor about this, mid if so, how
hhall 1 go about it." It will not be
necc>-,aiy to consult an editor at all;
jusi coUHliri a physician.

The American navy has a glorious
past, traditions rich In valor and geni-
us. YV elm ye the same valor, equal
lieu 1 us, but while wo are boasting of
our better tools of warfare we seem
y»>i to lie Inadequately possessed of the
giftof using them. We shall learn, but
li steins that the schoolmaster is
charging a merciless price.

Some doctor lias discovered that
women (in wear low shoes are in
grave danger of having their feet made
flat and unshapely by the lack of sup-
port for their ankles. That explains.

of course, why women of times and
countrios in which only sandals were
worn or the feet were left unshod fur-
nished so many beautiful models for
painters and sculptors.

The Attorney General of Massachu-
setts iiis suggested that trials for cer-
tain criminal offences l»l held In se-
cret, thus shutting out prurient idlers
and making it difficult for cheap news-
papers to gather the tilth on which they
fatten. In such an event, the criminal
would miss his notoriety, the loafer his
scandal and the newspaper its "sensa-
lion" Inn to decent people tin- a^'^rt'-
gate of all thette losses would \>r a great
galu.

Tup milroads of the United states
expend in a .war a sum more than 1100,-
--000,000 in excess of tin' total expend!-
tures ,ii tin* United Stutes Government,
and this computation does not Include
nearly (250,000,000 paid in the form of
Interest upon railroad bonds or guar-
anteed stock and from 850.000.000 to
1100,000,000 paid in tin- form of divi-
dend! to stockholders. The railroads.
Indeed, are tin- great disbursing agen-
cies of the country, handling never less
than a billion dollars in a year and dis-
bursing it ail, or practically all. Cor

rntlronfi* nn n rule do not keep Inre<»

bank accounts, and do practically a

cash business, turning money rapidly.

It Is neither the wise which wealth

gives tor riches as often bring carking
cares with them nor yet asceticism
nor yet athletics, which enables men
to reach advanced years. While the
controlling Influence is so olmcure that

we may not confidently assume to point

It out. we think it will be found that

the possession of a clear conscience
p>es as far as anything to prolong a
man's life. The worries of life, which
wear out nervous force, lose their grip
upon one who Is at peace with his con-
science, ami as a general thing those
who lhe the longest have possession of
this vital resource.

We are npt to laugh at Russia for so
long persisting in tli»' use of the an-
tiquated culendar which wrm pre-
scribed by Julius Caesar, and which

is now twelve days behind the calen-
dar in use by other civilised nations,

but Russia is now K(>h)tf DOi only to fall
in ilne with the rest of the world in

her mode of reckoning time, but to take

another important step in advance ;i

step from which America, progressive
in most other things, shrinks with all
the timidity of m child urged to take his

first »li|> in the ocean. Russia has de-
cided to adopt the metric system of
weights and measures, thus leaving Ihe
United states and Great Britain the
last of civilized nations to retain the
old-fashioned arbitrary method of
weight and mensuration. It lias taken \u25a0

Russia 316 years to adopt the Grego-

rian calendar; let us hope it willnot be !
quite so long before the United Stales
adopts the metric system.

The candidature of Prince George of
Greece for the governorship of Crete
is a striking Illustration of the personal
relations of the reigning houses In
Europe. lie wrote a letter to his cous-
in, the Emperor of Russia, asking him

to support his claims. The Emperor
at once adopted him as the Russian
candidate. They are not only cousins,
each being a grandson of King Chris-
tian IX. of Denmark, but are also In-
timate' friends of nearly the same age.
They were companions In a journey
around the world, and Prince George,
by his coolness and courage, had saved
his cousin's life from an assassin's at-

tack in Japan. A personal appeal for
support could not be disregarded. The
governorship of Crete has remained an
unsettled question since the war be-
tween Turkey and Greece. The Euro-
pean powers, while pledged to protect

the island, and to reform its govern"
ment, had been unable to agree upon a
candidate for governor. One name after
another had been proposed, only to be
rejected. The wily Sultan objected on
general principles to every candidate.
When Nicholas 11. ordered his minis-
ters to propose Prince George's name.
the significance of the nomination as
the personal choice of the sovereign
was perceived throughout Europe.
France, as Russia's closest ally, at once
iuppoftcd the candidature. Lord Salis-
bury seconded it gladly, especially as
the Prince was the nephew of the Prin-

cess of Wales. Italy acquiesced. The
attitude of the Kaiser is not yet fully
known. Greece had plunged into war
in order to liberate and annex Crete,

and had been disastrously defeated.
The appointment of a son of the King

of Greece as governor of Crete would
be a considerable victory for the pros-
trate little kingdom. The Sultan re-
fused 10 consent to it, and appealed
to the German Emperor. Russia at

once applied pressure by demanding
the payment of arrears of interest on
the unpaid war indemnity contracted
by Turkey in the campaigns of 1577-S.
Whenever the Sultan is obstinate, lie
is forcibly reminded that Turkey owes
Russia a great deal of money. This
candidature, which will at once do
much i<> retrieve the fortunes of
Greece, and will offer a practical solu-
tion of a troublesome question of Euro
pean diplomacy, is the outcome of the
Intimate relations of th«« two cousins,
who were together In the far Eust. in
the s.i mi' way the German Emperor,
Id entering upon a diplomatic and na-
val campaign in China, commissioned
his brother to visit Queen Victoria at

Osborne. Prince Henry is a favorite
among the Queen's grandsons, ami iv j
consequence of his visit more friendly
relations between England and <Jer-
many have been established. What-
ever may be the rival policies of Rus-
sia and England In China, the family
relations of the two courts tend to pro-
mote compromise and peace. Nicholas
11. has married a granddaughter of the
Queen, and is strongly Influenced by
his mother, who la a sister of the Triu-
cess of Wales.

Poaches Once I'olHon.
Tiu> peach was originally a poison

almond. Its fruity parts were used t<i
poison arrows, and for that purpose
were introduced into Persia. Trans-
plantation and cultivation have not

only removed its poisonous qualities,
hut turned it Into the delicious fruit
we now enjoy.

liiiit-ii tv Kaiiwjiv Aooidenta,
The proportion of killed to the uuru |

her of railway travelers is In Franco
one in nineteen million, England one
In twenty-eight million, and in the
(Jolted States one in two million four
hundred thousam

AFIGHTING craft, cleared for
action, loses much of its resem-
blance to the vessW as it lies in

a harbor on a mission of peace, says

the St. IxMiis Republic. The lines and

halyards which stretch In all direc-
tions disappear; the graceful davits go

below, the canvas awnings, the coils
of hawser, the ship's boats, and every
article useless in the tight are taken
below deck, to the designated place for

each. This action Is necessary in order
that the men may have plenty of room
to work, and it also l">sens the dan-
ger, as, mayhap fl shell which would
go clear of the ship strikes a steel lino

or other light obstruction ami falls up-

on deck, destroying many lives and
perhaps exploding a load of powder

which sends the vessel to the bottom.
At the signal 10 clear every man on

board runs to his post. The yardmen
handle the halyards, the canvasmen
look to the coverings and others to the
boats. If a ship is ;n anchor the boats
are dropped over the side, after their ]
plugs are drawn, as 11 is then possible
to raise them after the light. If at s.m
they are thrown over to take care of
themselves. This [g done for the rea-
son that men most fear ainld a shower
of shot and shell the flying, Jagged
splinters of wood that are thrown
about when a boat is struck by a shot.
Experience in the <-ivi! war taught the
men that the wounds made by these
splinters were not only as dangerous
aa those made by bullets, but far more
painful.

While the l>oats are being taken care
of, other squads of men are removing
the stanchions, the running rails, the
sides of the bridge and everything that
can be put below tiie armored deck.
Down in the boiler rooms the tires are
already being spread, forced draughts
applied 1u order to have the greatest

amount of possible iM>wer on hand
should it be required.

In the meantime the deoks have been
sprinkled with sand to prevent the
men from slipping as they run back
and forth, and at the call "to general

"SPONGE AND LOAD."

the list of the ship as it sinks, do they
know how the tight is going. And
if the ship is struck they go down only
with the consciousness of duty well
performed. Too often their bravery
is lost sight of In the more pretentious
acts of others.

With ever}' man in place, every detail
looked after and a knowledge that noth-
ing save an accident can cause his plans
to miscarry, the captain stands on the
bridge with glass in hand and watches
the approaching enemy. Above him on

WAITING FOR THE FIRST SHOT.

quarters" they jump to their assigned
places. The captain's position is in
the conning tower, from which place
he has electrical connection with every
part of his ship. From the interior of
this turret be can watch every part of
the ship, and has a view of the hori-
zon in all directions. The pressing of
a button regulates the speed of the ves-
sel, another guides her course, a third
controls all the guns, directs the train-
ing of them and allows the captain to
tire one or all, in groups or one crush-
ing broadside.

the fore military mast an officer is sur-
veying the distance between the two
vessels. As he makes hi* observations
the result is called out by a lieutenant.

liy this time both vessels are in full
view. If the day is calm and the air
clear, the men on the one Iron monster

can see the other, with Its flags fly-
ing from every jwlnitwhere they can be
attached. They can see the polished
muzzles of the heavy rifles as they
gleam in the sun, the glitter of the offi-
cers' buttons. With muscles Strained,
their hearts thumping in their breasts
aud all excitement, they listen as the
lieutenant's voice calls out clear:

While the men are awaiting the at-
tack in general quarters, down below,
the ship's doctor and his assistants are
also preparing for the struggle. As a
usual thing the sick bay, or ship's hos-
pital, Is too small for use in a battle of
any length, and other quarters are pro-
vided, usually in one of the mess
cabins. Here the surgeons hurry with
their operating tables, their shining
tools, their baskets full of bandages
aud Cfiscts of drugs and antiseptics.

"Five thousand four hundred meters;

live thousand two hundred meters; live
thousand "

The Battle Begins.

The rest seems buried In the great

silence as there Is a puff of white smoke
from the side of one of the great crafts
that seem so far away; there Is a
sound, like the rush of a great tralu,

CLEARING A UNITED STATES MAN-O'-WAR FOR ACTION.

LOWERING THE WOUNDED INTO THE Mt'K BAY.

A Bullet Net, in Gold.

The baymen, as the nurses on board i that turns instantly Into a roar, a hiss-
the ship are known, stand ready to ing sound as a great ball of lire drops
care for their comrades as they are into the water a few hundred yards
brought down on stretchers, torn and away with a great splash and a nnittle<t
mangled by shells and flying Iron. explosion below the surface that nenits

There, below the decks, as uncoil- the sea spouting up like a fantastic
scions as the engineers and firemen fountain.
of the trend of the battle, must the sur- The battle has begun. The steady
geon and nurses work, their hands al- plomb. plomb of heavy prims, the sharp,
ways steady, their nerves firm and with rapid, cracking shots of the quick fire
no thought of anything but the work guns as they blaze out a stream of
before them. Not until the order of death, the patter of iron balls against
"Cease firing" rings out under the vie- the steel plates of the ship, the louder,
torious flag above them, or they feel tearing crash of heavy shots, the shouts

I of officers, the rumble of trucks loaded
with projectiles over the dock, the
smoke and dust and noise, aye, and the
cry of comrades as th«\v fall, torn ami
bleeding. Such is war!

After the tirst shot the Intensity of
suspense is broken, the sight of the
mangled forms on deck is blotted out
by smoke that stings the eyes until
they pain like balls of fire, and the men
fall into their work like veterans. They
forget everything except the fight, and
it is not until the engagement Is over
that they notice their bleeding wounds
and realize the terrible amount of en-
ergy and force that has been expended.

While there have been but few bat-
lies since the Introduction of the iron-
i 'ad, enough is known that the strain
on the men is something awful. The
ceaseless din of heavy shot on the
heavier plates, the tremendous concus-
sions from the heavy guns cause hem-
orrhage, destroy the nerves and actual-
ly blister the flesh.

Men who have been in turrets and
taken no part in the conflict have come
out of the steel towers with their
.•lotlies in shreds and so unnerved that

weeks of rest was necessary for re-
cuperation.

The possibilities of naval warfare un-
der these conditions are a matter of
conjecture. Engagements will, of ne-
cessity, be short. Squadrons may bo

destroyed In a day, whole cities laid'
low by the tremendous force.

Perhaps one of the most peculiar pres*

outs ever made by a bridegroom to bis
bride, says London Sketch, was that of
Maurice Clifford to Miss Thorold on the
occasion of thedr marriage last week.
It was the bullet which was extracted
from the wound in hi« shoulder which
caused the loss of his arm. The gold
in which the bullet was set was dug

from a graveyard in Matabeleland, and
was fashioned in the shape of a double-
headed serpent, the beads supporting
the missile, the whole making a very
uulquc armlet.

Theatrical Manager—"This play

•L.-nd Me Five Shillings' Isn't up-to-
date enough for mo." Assistant—
"What shall we do?" Manager—

•'Americanize it, bring it down to mod-
ern times and call it 'Lend Me a Dol-
lar."—Philadelphia North American.

A poet's words are often sent to the
paj>er mill to be ground over again-


