
IF NOT TRUE IT OUGHT >O BE*—A

Valpn-tlne'B Day Is on Its wayjTwillbe here very soon.For s>o I heard Aunt Susie say
To Bell this afternoon.

But I'm afraid nobody'U think
To send me pvpn one.'Cause I was only seven years altWhen the new year begun;

And so I'llwrite one to myself
(I couldn't bear to be

Without a single Talentlne),
And play 'twas sent to me.

"Dear Oracle' I—that's how I'llb««1i»"You are a lovely child; 'You never drive your mother or
Your grandma nearly wild;

You never tease the baby nor
Refuse with him to play;

You study hard and know by taeaj*
Your lessons every day;

You keep jour dress and apron ne*t •

Your hair Is always curled. 6 M
And you are Just as nice a girl

As any In the world."

There! that sounds very pretty. a.?«lI think that It will do. \u25a0 . .
But 'pears to me It Isn't qulto

Exactly truly true.
But then It ought to be, and W>aaf«

Almost. I think, the. same.And so down In the corner h»ri»,
I'll sign a make-believe dim*.

—Detroit Free Ires*. ; V

1 ONE LINGQUf'S BIRiKUY. I
orp HE 12th of Februar?, ISGS. in wn-

ed bright and cle?r iv WaiHng-
V* ton. Into a little :i >use od 01 eof

the side streets near P« dtitylVanirt ave-
ime the rays of the sun brightlj stione,
gladdening the hearts of those wjo lived
there, an invalid father and hin t<r> lit-
tle children, Madge and liennie.

"Madge, you'll have to take ttu bas-
ket out to-day; Bennifl is too Bicx" the
father said.

"Allright, papa, I guess I'll get ulong
alone."

Little Madge went to work getting the
basket of Bandwichef, apples and Holers
ready. Such sandwiches as tht-y w >re,

too. Every messei r.er boy, psijje nnd
Congressman knew Madge nuJ 80l lie
and the sandwiches they sold oj I'p'in-
Bylvania avenue eve-y day at lunrn tinie.

Since their fathet's return f.-cm the
wnr, a cripple, Ma-Ige and B<i<nie had
supported him, and \he little baßj:ot Vith
which they started 'n business had b?en
changed many timeft, until a ve^y large
one was used now.

Little Madge had become an expert at
making sandwiches; never getting the
ulices of bread too thvk and alwi.ys* hav-
ing just enough meat between them.

She felt rather tinfd about £i>ing out
alone; but what was tlwe to do? Si-'iie-
body had to go, for they neejed the
money; so she buttoned up her «'cat, ifull-
ed on her gloves and brtTely st.uted out.

By keeping away froii the •rrywded
streets little Madge soot reached the
place where she and Btnuie always
stood.

She had never seen so mary people out
before. Everybody was huiryiiig along
and all were talking about the latest
news of tlie war. It seemed as taough
all Washington was expecting to hoar
that peace had been declared and the
wur over.

"Good morning, Madge," a de^p roice
called, and she looked up to sfe Con-
gressman Chambers close beside* her,
waiting for his usual bunch of vk.'ets.

"Where's the brother?" he askcil.
"Sick, sir, but 1 guess he'll l« out

again soon."
"Buy him something good with this."

the kindly Congressman said, and press-
ed some change into her hand.

"Thank you, sir; I'll tell Benni«, and
when he's well he'll thank you hiriself."

"I wish the President would co.ne by
to-day; 1 haven't seen him in two n.onths
nnd pap always asks about him when I
go home; but maybe he's too bi.sy to
walk the way he used to, and ' Her
thoughts were interrupted by a Menate
page with a terrible appetite, who want-
ed two chicken sandwiches in a hurry.

Soon the clerks from the different de-
partments began to pass by on their way

home to dinner. Some of them stopped i

to buy a sandwich from Madge and then
passed on, talking and laughing.

"Well, little Madge, wuere's that
brother of yours to-day? It seems
strange to see you here without him,"
a tnll newspaper correspondent said as
be picked out a large apple.

"Bonnie's not well, and so I thought

I'd come alone. 1 knew I'd get along

all right, and so I have," she proudly

said.
For the next half hour she was kopt

busy, as all the clerks and messengers j
needed waiting on. Then there came a |
little rest and Madge looked up and down
the long avenue.

As she looked up a aeraiid time she
caught sight of a tall form coming her
way. Mndge knew it well, for no other
man in Washington walked like Lincoln. !

She kept her eye» fastened on him a«
be drew nearer, to «• to hare lot* to

tell her father when ahe returned home, i
Her little heart wai beating with ex- I

citeoient. "Oh! If he would only atop, |

Ju«t for a minute; no I eaul<T»p«iA to I
him. He looks so sad. I wonder wbjr?"|

Just then a boy stopped to buy an ap
pie. He gave her a ten-cent piece ai.l
Madge did not have pennies enough to
mnke chalice.

"Wait a minute, please, and I'll grot
it." she said, and started to run across
the street to the news stand for change.

She hud only covered half the distance
when a team of carriage horses bwumj.

around the corner.
Too late the coachman saw her. There

was a little scream, two horses Jerked
back on their haunches and Mad,-c laj
on the pavement, unconscious, with out
little arm broken.

Men rushed to pick her up; but one
tall form was ahead of them all. Lin
coin, with all the tenderness in his [Treat
heart aroused, stooped and picked tin lit
tie form up in his arms.

"Where does she live?" he asked, and
a man standing at his side, with Mac-Re's
basket in his hand, volunteered to n\o\x
the way to her home.

Lincoln could have called an ambu-
lance or sent her home in a carriage, but
"'hat was not this great man's way.
Where help was needed he gave it him
relf, and so it was that those who wore
on I'eiinsylvania avenue that Lincoln's
birthday saw the President pass along
»vith a little injured girl in his arms.

A short walk and they reached the
house, where -Madge's father, steadying
himself on crutches, met them at fiie
door.

"Your little girl has been injured;
b'iow me a bed and I'll place her on it,"
lincoln said.

A doctor was called nnd soon Madge
opened her eyes and said.

"Pnpa, the President."
"Yes, dear, the President is here ani

only waits to know you're all right, be-
iore leaving."

Lincoln bent over the bed and placing
cue arm around litle Madge said: "Won";
you give the President a kiss before fcrt
goes?"

Madge raised her head and Lincoln
lover of all children, kissed her anr said I
"«sood-by, little one. I shall look for yor
when I pass down Pennsylvania »ve«ut>
again."
; Many times after Madge was Wtjll the-

President passed and gave her a pleas-
ant greeting. Then came the nij lit of
tie 14th of April, when the news spread
like wildfire that Lincoln had beer shot.

tyd when the story of his den(h vas told
t-ie next morning one pair cf eye* wefe
f\'led with tears and one little hea.'t was
f jll of sadness at the passing uv/ay of
tlie great, kindly man, \Hiost h«art wae
filled with love ami tenderness lor all
it.Uiikitnl.—Brooklyn Eagle.

Ll'«co n as a Vill; ge ()r«ilfc

Abraham Lincoln had only a few
nrouths of "schooling," but many ye;.rs
o*' education. A writer in Xw.Cluro's
trlls how the future I'residenl win ei'u-
cuted in hitt boyhuud as a debater arO
a.i orator.

One man in GentryvUle, Ind., a Mr.
Jones, the storekeeper, took a Louisville
paper, and here Lincoln went »vjju!arly
to read and discuss its coutenva. All
tke men and boys of the neighborhood
gathered there, and everything wiUrb the
p.iper related was subjected to their ko^u,
shrewd common sense.

It was not long before young Lincoln
became the favorite member of the group,
aaii the one listened to most eagerly.

Young Lincoln was not only win-iiag a
reputation as a debater and story toller,
he was becoming known as a kind of
backwoods orator.

lie could repeat with effect all the
poems and speeches in his various school
readers; ho could imitate to perfection
tlse wandering preachers who came to
CJoatryville, and he could make a political
speech to stirring that he drew a crowd
about him every time he mounted a
stump.

The applause he won was sweet; and
frequently he indulged his gifts when he
ought to have been at work—so thought
his employers and Thomas, his father.
It was trying, no doubt, to the haid-
pushed farmers, to Bee the men who
ought to have been cutting grass or chop-
ping wood throw down their sickles or
axes to group around n boy whenever he
mounted a stump to develop a pet theory
or repeat, with variations, yesterday's
sermon.

In his fondness for speechmaking he
attended all the trials of the neighbor-

hood, and frequently walked fifteen miles
to Boouville to attend court.

He wrote as well as made speeches,

and some of his productions were even
printed through the influence of his ad-
miring neighbors; thus a local Baptist
preacher was bo struck with oue of Abra-
ham** essays on temperance that he sent

it to 1' Ohio, where it appeared in , some
local paper.) Another article on "Nation-
al Politics" Ino "pleased a lawyer of the
vicinity that he 1* declared: the:'•world
couldn't beat it."- ! . .
H Enough i» better than too much.

"7 PRESIDENTIAL VALENTINES.
Large Nuwlit"' ''•^'•••'\u2666fi-e* Km he*

the White Home.
Quite a lot ot vmeium. » reaches tlic

White House by mail at this Ma^ili or-
iry year. There are always a good m.mv
people scattered over the country wlio
>r« ever anxious to write to tho I'resi-
lint and. the festival of the patron saint

•of lovers affords them a Brent opjitirtU"
tity. The senders of these missives, us
i rule, believe that the President will
personally open them, mid if they are in
tended to wound his feelings, that he will
personally grieve over tin; slurs they ctlKt,
i >ri'.siuna))ly in some cases they obtain
,'reat satisfaction from dispatching such
anonymous .cartoons, with their Acciim*
panyln« derisive verses. But. unhappily
for their aims, the chief tna|[ivtfate nev-
••r Bees any communications of '.he *>rt,
all of which are opened by a derk ;iiij

! promptly consigned to the waslebasket,
save only a few notable ones that are
deemed worthy of being put no tile aa
curiosities.

However, It is only the rnr> ami ex-
\u25a0epLtonnl presidential valentine thnt id
in any way malicious. Of co» -nt, every
President of the United Stnt(*t has ene-
mies— rule to which Mr. U-iosevelt is
no exception —and now and t'lea a dis-
gruntled ofHce seeker or tone person
who has been put out of a job in the
government employ, conside'-s; that he
in entitled to nurse a grudge against
the occupant of the White House. Such
individuals may occasionally resort to
the expedient of Bending a yenny valen-
tine of an insulting character as a means
of venting their spleen. But neurly al-
ways the valentines are tin rely playful.

It may be said in a genera! way that
lie comic valentines sent to various Pres-

idents have reflected the aspects of each
President which have aroused criticism.
\?i>t example, Chester A. Arthur, who

\u25a0#r«s n bon vivant and always n well-
dressed man, was regarded as n fop by
many people who did not happen to ad-
mire him. Consequently— it nil evontu,
such is the recollection preserved at the
White House—the valentines addressed
to him representing most extravagant
dudes. Doubtless they would have amns*
eel him greatly if he had had a chance to
see them.

Many of Mr. Harrison's valentines had
reference to the grandfather's hat in <<iv'
way or another. It is always tome per-

AN OLD CAMPAIGN BANNER OF 1860.

sonal attribute or jharaeter^tic that c< n-
veys inspiration ii- such matters.

While Mr. Clevtland \\\rs in the White
House practically all th»: valentines re-
ceived represented enomously fat men,
That was too obvbus a physical trait tc
escape attention.

A New Lincoln Story.
W. E. Curtis t«lis this new Lincoln

*tory: President Lincoln once invited 8

i'amous medium to lis,>lay his alleged su-
pernatural powers at the White House
several member! of the cabinet being
present. For the firs? half hour the dem
onstrations were 0/ a physical cnaracter
At length rappiofl were heard beneutt
the President'^ l'!S«, and the medium
stated that an Indian desired to comma-
nlcata with him.

"I Khali be hap.'y to hear what lih
[udinn majesty htu to say," replied tin
President, "for 1 linve recently received
a deputation of oui -ed brethren, and i
w'i:t the only dele. s '» ton, black, white oi
blue, which did no\ volunteer some ad
vict> about the condict of the war."

The medium tlier. rolled for a penci
and paper, which were laid npon tin
ta^le, and afterwaiV-s covered with i
handkerchief.

Presently knocks were heard, nnd tin
pip*r was unoov.'ud. To the rarprißi
ot all present it real as follows: "Histt
nakes waste, but dfl a/s cause vexations
(iive vitality by euc '%>'• Use ever;
means to subdue. Pj'oclamation.s are u-e
less. Make a bold front and fijjit tin
enemy; leave traitors at home to tin
care of loyal men. Less note of prepara
tions. loss parade and policy talk, aui
more action—Henry Know"

"That is not ludiim talk," said tit.
President. "Who is Henry Knox?"

The medium, tptakias in a stroni
voice, said: "The fist Secretary of War.'

"Oh, yes; General Knox," hi id tin
President. "Stantou, that mesw^e ie fbi
you; it is from your predecessor,
should like to ask General Knox wliei
thin rebellion will be put down."

The answer whs oracularly, indefinite
The medium; then called- v up Napoleon
who thodgtrt . one tiling, Lafayette nn
bther.^and-Franklin diiT«.<-il frogi : both

"Ah!" exclaimed the "'President, "npiii
ions differ amons the saints ;•» well a/
itmonx t!>e ainnera. Their ta;k is rer;
much like the talk of my cabinet." '*

The heat; developed by the a
heavy guns Is,,remarkable^ Darin)
some recent'tilals^lu^Gei'maiiy a gui
that had been fired seventy-five, timei
melted * solder {ila<ed upon It. whlli
another was hot eiiou^'a to soft id load

UJCGE WHICH IS GKUTER THAN
THE FAMOUS BROOKLYN STRICTURE

The now Wllliamsburg bridge iH the second nnd greater bridge across
the East River at New York. The new bridge, construction on which was
begun Oct. 28, ISfXJ, is about n mile above the Brooklyn bridge, which it
greatly retttnblei in type imd appearance, though much larger. ItH length
between terminals is 7,200 feet and Its width 118 feet, tho Brooklyn bridge
being only 85 feet wide. The bridge proper cost about $11,000,000, and the
condemning of land for approaches brought the total cost to about $21,000,000.

The length of the bridge between its terminals Is 7,200 feet, or over one
and one-third miles. The main span, from the center of one tower to that
of the other, is 1,000 feet long. The width of the Rtructure Is 118 feet, an
compared with 8."» feet, the width of the old Rrooklyn bridge. The minimum
halght above high water at pier head lines Is 122 feet and ltn minimum
height for 200 feet on either side of the center of the main spun is 13."> feet.
The height of the cable on the top of the towers Is 333 feet at their center.

Three thousand and forty-eight tons of steel have been used in construct-
ing each of the towers, while nearly 17.000 tons have been put into the great
approaches. In each of the suspension cablet, which are 18^, Inches in
diameter, there are 7,000 separate wires, these wires being 8,506 feet long
and 3-16 of an inch in thickness. Six nnd one-half million feet of timber
were required to construct the bridge, and the steel employed amounted to
40.000 tons. It was necessary to excavate 125.000 cubic feet of earth and totear down several hundred buildings and houses.

Both of the towers are planted on solid rock fonndations. For the Man-
hattan anchorage 3,500 piles wrre driven through clay and sand until they
reached a solid foundation. The anchorage on the Williamsburg side is Raid
to rest on natural sandstone. The bridge is provided with two drives for
carriages, four trolley tracks, two elevated tracks, two footwalks and two
bicycle tracks.

GRAVEYARD OF THE LAKES

One Little I'Me of Sand that Cause* a
Serious Wreck Almost Kvery ) ear. , |
"Graveyard of the Great Lakes" Is

the name that has'been applkxl to
bleak Long Point Island, which has Its
beginning a few miles east of Port
Urn-well, Ontario, and thrusts itself
unwelcomed twenty miles out Into the
middle of Lake Erie, fetching up some
sixty-four miles west of Buffalo.

Graveyard Indeed It is, as the spars
and deck timbers and iron work that
cover the whole south beach testify,
but it is also the finest fishing and
hunting preserve of the great lakes.
On the sand bills there are thousands
of deer; in the marshes In the fall and
spring wild ducks and geese congregate
in millions, and pf£ the north shore
their* are as game bass and pike as
fisherman ever threw line for. •

Of this sport, however, only a few
know, and fewer still can take ad-
vantage of it; while there's not a sailor
from North Tonawauda to South
Chicago who -does not fear and avoid
the treacherous bar* and persistent
southwest winds that make the south

I shore of the Island deserve the title
tlwy have given It.

The Island Is triangular, twenty
miles long and about six miles broad
at its widest part. Of the 18,000 acres
contained in it 10,000 are purely marsh,

under not more than six feet of water
all the year, and overgrown with quill
reeds, through which hundreds of
narrow waterways run. A few
hundred yards back from tho south
beach are the sand hills, continuous
from point to mainland, sending off at
half a dozen points short ridges, that
reach out into the marsh like the teeth
of a gigantic Comb.

The sai:ds are surmounted by a thick
growth of red cedar, aDd through these
scurry Innumerable red foxes. Through
these also the deer have their runways,
having worn off the lower limbs to a
height of four feet and beaten the
ground under- to a firmness not ex-
ceeded by that of paved streeta.

South of the sand hills there Is tho
beach, on which one can walk half a
dray without being required to step
from wreckage. For half a mile from
\u25a0bore yellow bars extend, In parallel
linos, changing with every breeze, arui
ever waiting for unwary vrt»els that
may be blown In their direction.

It was United Empire loyalists "who
flirt made use of the Island. a certain
captain Ityerson obtained it from the
English government to' complete bis
grant of land on the mainland. For
many years it formed an admirable
breakwater for the excellent luirbo.* of
Tort Ityerse, on the north shoiv of the
bay.

The channel between the Island for
the fifty years following the war of
the revolution was very wide ami very

deep, at d the boats of the lake entered
It fearlessly. There was a go d trade
In iron ore and fish, and Captain Ityur-
fcOn throve exceedingly.

By the time of the : civil -war,
however, the,'upper channel had been
drifted full, and the harbor Itself was
bo shallow that only vessels of very
lightdraught could enter. Port Ryer>e,

of which; It had been predicted that It
would become the greatest port on the
lake, had shrunk to a village of a few
hundred Indigent fishermen.

Already It bad earned Its title of
Graveyard of the Great Lakes. More
th*j> turn vmum! had been wrecked off

tlie south shore. Anmtenr Bcl<*ntif#«
advised tl»e captain that the removal
of the pines would leave the sand hills
at the mercy of Oie Bfrong winds,
which would soon blow them over Into
the bay. He was so convinced of thn
Roundness of the theory that he ordered
the isJnnd denuded of every tree.

Hardly a living thing was left upon
the sand hllla. All one wlnttT the
lumbermen worked, and wlwai spring
came the hills were bare.

Occasionally a strong wind Kent 'it
few basketfula of sand Into the marsh,
and when the captain aaw this his
heart rejoiced. By the . following
spring, however, millions of rod cedttrs
had obtained a foothold. '~ Two or three'
damp summers sufficed to clothe th©
hills again in green, and before the old
man waa"token to his grave he 'was
forced to admit that Long Point waa
uot to be removed by the hand of man.

Most of Long Point's fame has come
from Its tragedies. The Island lies In
such a position as to be natural menace
to navigation, no matter from what
direction a gale blows. The prevailing
wind on Lake Erie is from the south..
west, and the long waves, getting their
impetus at Toledo and paced by a
six^y-mlle breeze, strike the south shore
with tremendous force. A ship caught
in a strong wind cannot avoid being
forced from Its course, and If It fetches
up against Long Point there is little
hope for It. All along the south shore
the bottom of the lake seems to be
quicksand, and a thousand anchor**
could hardly prevent a , boat from
drifting.

In the hundred years of navigation
it Is estimated, and the estimate Is
probably low, that 1,500 men have been
drowned near Long , Point. Nearly
every year there has been a serious
wreck" off the island,—Washington Sun.

A CHARMING ENGLISH WOMAN.

Wife of the New British Ambassador
Wield* a Clever Pen.

Lady Durand, wife of the new Brit-
ish ambassador to Washington, be
longH to one of England's oldest and

most aristocratic
families. She la
the daughter of
Teignmouth San-
dys of Cornwall,
whoso family ha*
lived on the same
estate at Saint
Kerern since early
in the loth cen-
tury.

She was married
i-.w/i HvaMH to Sir Henry In

IST.") and was with him In India for
almost fifteen years, during the time
be was connected with the Bengal
service. She Is not only a most charm-
ing hostess socially, but, like her dis-
tinguished husband, she Is very clever
v\-itii her pen. They have two chil-
dren, a son, who Is a cavalry officer
in die British army, and a daughter.
Washington will be enlivened by the
addition of this charming English wo-
man to Its ranks. '

II 11 il to Hear.
Mrs. De Style (fond of novels) —Did

you do as 1 directed,; and tell every*
body who called that I was engaged.

" Domestic —No one called, mum.
"What! Not one?"
"Not a eoul." . di ok ilph, "Mercy! Such heartless neglect la

outrageous."New York Weekly.


