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Valentine’s Day 1s on its ways
"T'will be here very soon,

For so I heard Aunt Susie say
To Bell this afternoon.

But I'm afrald nobody’ll think
To send me even gne,

*Cause 1 was only seven years old
When the new year begun;
And so I'll write one to myself

(I couldn’t bear to be
Without a single valentine),
Anud play 'twas sent to me.

“Dear Gracle' —that's how I'l] begio
“You are a lovely chlld;

You never drive your mother or
Your grandma nearly wild;

You never tease the baby, nor
Refuse with him to play;

You study hard and know by heamt
Your lessons every day;

You keep your dress and apron neat
Your hair {s always curleq,

And you are just as nice a girl
As any in the world.”

There! that sounds very pretty, amsd
I think that it will do,

But 'pears to me It Isn’t quite
Exactly truly true.

But then it ought to be, and shat's
Almost, I think, the same,

And so down in the corner hare,
I'll slgn a make-belleve nwx.e.

—Detroit Free Press.
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ONE LINGOLN'S BIRTHDAY.

sfesieririsboddesleoodedodbdudedrdrofode doardede

NN NSNS NN ™

HE 12th of Februar?, 1865, kawn-
T ed bright and clesr in Wasring-

ton. Into a little %i)use on 91 e of
the side streets near Pe¢Misylvania ave-
nue the rays of the sun brightly shone,
gladdening the hearts of those waa lived
there, an invalid father and his tw) lit-
tle children, Madge and Bennie,

*Madge, you'll have to take tLy bas-
ket out to-day; Benni# is too sics. ™ the
father said.

“All right, papa, I guess I'll get ulong
alone.”

Little Madge went o work getting the
basket of sandwiches, apples and tiowers
ready. Such sandwiches as they woere,
too. Every messerger boy, piage nnd
Congressman knew Madge and Betv4ie
and the sandwiches they sold oa Y'eiin-
sylvania avenue every day at luncia time,

Since their fathei’s return fr¢cm the
war, a cripple, Malge and DBeynie had
supported him, and the little bas«et with
which they started ‘n business Lhad bz2en
changed many time#, until a vemsy large
one was used now.

Little Madge had become an ejpevt at
making sandwiches; never gernting the
slices of bread too thxk and alwu.ys bhav-
ing just enough meat between them,

She felt rather tim"d about puing out
alone; but what was there to do>? Scme-
body had to go, for they neeled the
money; so she buttoned up her ¢cat, pull-
ed on her gloves and bravely stuted out.

By keeping away from the ergwded

streets little Madge soon reached the
place where she and Bennie always
stood.

She had never seen so many peonle out
before. Everybody was huirying ulong
and all were talking about the latest
news of the war. It seemed as taough
all Washington was expecting® to hear
that peace had been declared and the
war over.

“Good morning, Madge,” a de®p voice
called, and she looked up to sfe Con-
gressman Chambers close beside her,
waiting for his usual bunch of viclets,

“Where's the brother?”’ he asked.

“Sick, sir, but 1 guess he'll ls out
again soon.” :

*“Buy him something good with this,”
the kindly Congressman said, and pres.-
ed some change into her hand,

“Phank you, sir; I'll tell Bennie, and
when he’s well he'll thank you hiriself.”

“I wish the President would comne by
to-day; 1 haven’t seen him in two nionths
and f)up always asks about him when I
go home; but maybe he's too busy to
walk the way he used to, and——" Her
thoughts were interrupted_ by a Henate
page with a terrible appetite, who want-
ed two chicken sandwiches in a hurry,

Soon the clerks from the different de-
partments began to pass by on their way
home to dinuer. Some of them stopped
to buy a sandwich from M:ul{,"c and then
passed on, talking and laughing.

“Well, little Madge, where's that
brother of yours to-day? It e
strange to see yon here without him,”

a tall newspaper correspondent said as |

icked out a large apple.
he“i);enuie'a not well, and so I thought
I'd come alone, 1 knew I'd get alonug
all right, and so I have,” she proudly
'mb!;)r the next half hour she was kept
busy, as all the clerks and messengers
needed waiting on. Then there came a
little rest and Madge looked up and down
long avenue.
t.h;' sie looked up a second time she
caught sight of a tall form coming her
way. Madge knew it well, (or no other
man in Washington walked like Lipeoln.
She kept her eyes fastengd on him as
he .drew neater, so as to have lots to
tell her father when she ret_urued home.
Her little heart was beating with ex-
citement. “QL! If he would only stop,

trelf, and so it was that those who were

geems !

Just for a minute, so I eauld speak to
him. He looks so sad. 1 wonder why 1"

Just then a boy stopped to buy an ap !
ple. He gave her a ten-cent piece and
Madge did not have pennies enough to
make change,

“Wait a minute, please, and I'll get
it she said, and started to run across
the street to the news stand for change.

She had only covered half the distance
when a team of carriage horses swung
around the corner.

Too late the coachman saw her. There
was a little scream, two horses jerked
back on their haunches and Madze lay
on the pavement, unconscious, with one
little arm broken,

Men rushed to pick her up; but one
tall form was ahead of them all. Lin
coln, with all the tenderness in his great
heart aroused, stooped and picked the lit-
tle form up in his arms.

“Where does she live?’ he asked, and
a man standing at his side, with Macge's
basket in his hand, volunteered to show
the way to her home.

Lincoln could have ecalled an ambn-
lance or seut her home in a carriage, but
that was not this great man's way.
Where help was needed he gave it bhim

on Pennsylvania avenue that Lincom’s
birthday saw the President pass along
rith a little injured girl in his arms.
A short walk and they reached the
touse, where Madge's father, steady ng
himself on crutches, met them at fhe
deor.
“Your little girl has been injured:
show me a bed and I'll place her on if,”
Yincoln said.
A doctor was called and soon Madge
opencd her eyes and said.
“Papa, the President.”
“Yes, dear, the President is here ani
only waits to know you're all right, be-
tore leaving.”
Lincoln bent over the bed and placing
cue arm around litle Madge said: “Won'®
you give the President a kiss befare ba
goes?"
Madge raised her head and I.incoln
laver of all children, kissed her anc said
*“300d-by, little one, I shall look for you
when I pass down Pennsylvaunia sveuuo
agnin.”
Many times after Madge was wygll the
President passed and gave her a pluas
aut greeting. Then came the ni; ht of
tLe 14th ot April, when the news spraa¢

PRESIDENTIAL VALENTINES.

Large Numher af Carlcaineey Reacher
the Winte Hou e,

Quite a lot of valentines reaches the

‘Vhite House by mail at this season ev-

vry year, There are always a good many

wople secattered over the country who

re ever anxious to write to the Presie

lent and the festival of the patron saint

f lovers affords them a great opportu- |
lity. The senders of these missives, ns !
v rule, believe that the President wil)

personally open them, and if they are in- |
cuded to wound his feelings, that he wili |
personally grieve over the slurs they cast,

Uresumably in some cases they obtain

sreat satisfaction from dispatebing such |
monymous cartoons, with their accom-

panying derisive verses. Bat, unhappily

for their aims, the chief magisteate nev-

Or sees any communications of the sort,

all of which are opened by a clerk and |
promptly consigned to the was'!ebasket,
save only a few notable ones that are
deemed worthy of being put wn file as
suriosities,

However, it is only the ram and ex-
septional presidential valentinn that is |
in any way malicious. Of coi=se, every
President of the United Stat™ has cne-
mies—a rule to which Mr. R-osevelt is
ro exception—and now and then a dis-
sruntled office seeker or sone person
who has been put out of a job in the
sovernment employ, considers that he
is entitled to nurse a grudge against
the occupant of the White House. Such
individuals may occasionally resort to
the expedient of sending a yenny valen-
tine of an insulting charactev as a means
of venting their spleen. But nearly al-
ways the valentines are merely plavful.

It may be said in a general way that
the comie valentines sent to various PPros-
idents have retlected the aspects of each
President which have aroused eriticisn.
For example, Chester A. Arthur, who
wus a bon vivant and always a well-
dressed man, was regarded as a fop by
many people who did not happen to ad-
mire him. Consequently-—at all events,
such is the recollection preserved at the
White House—the valentines addressed
to him representing most extravazant
dndes. Doubtless they would have amus-
ed him greatly if he had had a chance to
see them.

Many of Mr. Harrisou's valentines had
reference to the grandfather’s hat in one

like wildfire that Lincoln had beer sliot.

way or another. It is always some per-

AN OLD CAMPAIGN GANNER OF 1860,

a2d when the story of his death was told
t1e next morning one pair cf eyey were
fitled with tears and one little heast was
fill of sadness at the passing away of
the great, kindly man, whose heart wase
fillgd with love and tenderness for all
maukind.—Brooklyr. Eagle.

Linco n as a Vill: ge Oracls.

Abraham Lincoln had only a few
mouths of “schooling,” but man; years
oY education., A writer in MeClure’s
tells how the future President wua edu-
cated in his boyhood as a debater ard
a.1 orator.

One man in Gentryville, Ind.,, a Mr.
Jones, the storekeeper, took a l.ouisville
paper, and here Lincoln went vegularly
to read and discuss its contenvs. All
the men and boys of the neighborhood
gathered there, and everything which the
paper related was subjected to their keeu,
shrewd common sense.

It was not long before young Ydncoln
became the favorite member of the group,
aad the one listened to most eagerly.

Young Lincoln was not only winaing a
reputation as a debater and story teller,
he was becoming kuown as a kind of
backwoods orator.

He could repeat with effect all the
poems and speeches in his various school
readers; he could imitate to perfection
the wandering preachers who came to
Contryville, and he could make a political
speech so stirring that he drew a crowd
about him every time he mounted a
gtump.

The applause he won was sweet; and
frequently he indulged his gifts when he
ought to have been at work-—so thought
his employers and Thomas, his father.
It was trying, no doubt, to the hard-
pushed farmers, to see the men who
ought to have been eutting grass or chop-
ping wood throw down their sickles or
axes to group around a boy whenever he
mounted a stump to develop a pet theory
or repeat, with variations, yesterday's
sermon.

In his fondness for speechmaking he
attended all the trials of the neighbor-
hood, and frequently walked fifteen miles
| to Boonville to attend court.

! He wrote as well as pmde speeches,
{and some of his productions were even
' printed through “the influence of his ad-
miring neighbors; thus a local Baptist
preacher was so struck with oue of Abra-
ham’s essays on temperance thnt_ he sent
[it to Ohijo, where it appeared in some

. local paper. Amother article on “Nation-

al Politics’” so pleased a lawyer of the
vicinity that he  declared the *“world
couldn’t beat it.”

Enough is better than too much,

sonal attribute or *haracter.stic that ccn-
veys inspiration ir. such mutters.

RIDGE WIHLCH IS GREATER THAN
S BROOKLYN STRUCTURE

THE FAMNOU

begun Oct. 28, 1890, is about a mile

Leing only 8 feet wide,

and one-third miles, The main span,
of the other, is 1,600 feet long.

The height of the cable on the top of

approaches.

and 3-16 of an inch in thickuess.

Both of the towers are planted on

to rest on natural sandstone,

bicyele tracks.

greatly resembles in type and appearance, though much larger.
between terminals {8 7,200 feet and its width 118 feet, the Brooklyn bridge
The bridge proper cost about $11,000,000, and the
condemning of land for approaches brought the total cost to about $21,000,000.

The length of the Lridge between its terminals 18 7,200 feet, or over ope

The new Williamsburg bridge is the second and greater bridge across
the Kast River at New York. The new bridge, construction on which was

above the Brooklyn bridge, which it
Its length

from the center of one tower to that

The width of the structure is 118 feet, as
coripared with 85 feet, the width of the old Brooklyn bridge.
haight above high water at pier head lines is 122 feet and its minimum
height for 200 feet on either side of the center of the main span is 135 feet,

The minimum

the towers is 833 feet ut their center.

Three thousand and forty-eight tons of steel have been used in construct-
ing each of the towers, while nearly 17,000 tons have been put into the great
In each of the suspension cables, which are 18% inches in
diameter, there are 7,690 separate wires, these wires being 3,600 feet long
Six and one-half million feet of timber
were required to construct the bridge, and the steel employed amounted to
40,000 tons. It was necessary to excavate 125,000 cubic feet of earth and to
tear down several hundred buildings and houses,

solid rock foundations. For the Man-

hattan anchorage 3,500 piles were driven through clay and sand until they
reached a solid foundation. The anchorage on the Williamsburg side is said
"The b
carriages, four trolley tracks, two elevated tracks, two footwalks and two

idge is provided with two drives for

CRAVEYARD OF THE LAKES.

One Little Pile of Sand that Canses a
Serious Wreck Almost Kvery Year.
“Graveyard of the Great Lakes” is

the name that has been applied to

bieak Long Point Island, which has its

beginning a few miles east of Port
Burwell, Ontario, and thrusts itself

unwelcomed twenty miles out Into the
mid:lle of Lake Erie, fetching up some
sixty-four miles west of Buffalo.
Graveyard Indeed it is, as the spars
and deck timbers and iron work that
cover the whole south beach testify,
but it is also the finest fishing and
hunting presarve of the great lakes.
On the sand hills there are thousands
of deer; in the marshes in the fall and
spring wild ducks and geese congregate
in millions, and off the mnorth shore
there are as game bass and pike as

J isherman ever threw line for.

Of this sport, however, only & few
know, and fewer still can take ad-
vantage of it; while there's not a sailor
from North Tonawanda to South
Chicago who does not fear and avoid
the treacherous barsa and persistent
southwest winds that make the south
ishore of the island dQeserve the title
they have given It.

The island Is triangular, twenty

While Mr. Cleveland wes in the White
House practically all the valentines re
ceived represented enerriously fat men,
That was too obvi>us a physinsal trait tc
escape attention,

A New Lincoln Story.

W. E. Curtis t2lis this new Lincoln
&tory: President Lincoln once mvited s
famous medium to -lisplay his alleged su
pernatural powers at the \White Honse
several members «f the cabinetr Dbeing
present. Ior the fiesf half hour the dem
onstrations were of a physical cnaracter
At length rappings were heard beneatl
the President’'s 1¢®, and the mediun
stated that an Indfan desired to commu
nicate with him.

*I shall be hap»y to hear what his
Indian majesty hav to say,” replied the
P'resident, “for I have recently receivec
a deputation of our “ed brethren, and i
weas the only deleystion, black, white o
blue, which did nov volunteer some ad
vice about the condict of the war.”

The medium then called for a penci

and paper, which were laid upon the
tahle, and afterwards covered with 3
handkerchief.

Presently knocks were heard, and the
piper was uncovered. To the surprise
o7 all present it rexd as follows: “Ilasts
mpkes waste, but de a;/s cause vexations
Give vitality by ene-gy. Use ever;
means to subdue, Proclamations are u-e
less. Make a bold front and fight th
enemy; leave traitors at home to th
care of loyal men. Less note of prepara
tions, less parade and policy talk, an
more action—Ilenry IXnox.”

“That is not ladian talk,” said th.
President, “Who is Henry Knox?"

| mies long and about six miles broad
| at Its widest part. Of the 18,000 acres
| contained in it 16,000 are purely marsh,
under not more than six feet of water
all the year, and overgrown with quill
reeds, through which hundreds of
narrow waterways run. A few
bundred yards back from the south
beach are the sand hills, continuous
from point to mainland, sending off at
half a dozen points short ridges, that
reach out into the marsh like the teeth
of a gigantic comb.

The sands are surmounted by a thick
growth of red cedar, and through these
scurry innumerable red foxes. Through
these also the deer have their runways,
having worn off the lower Umbs to a
height of four feet and beaten the
ground under-foot to a firmness not ex-
ceeded by that of paved sireets.

South of the sand hills there is the
beach, on which one can walk half a
day without being required to ster
from wreckage. For half a mile fron:
shore yellow bars extend, in parallgl
lines, changing with eveéry breeze, and
ever waiting for unwary vessels that
may be blown in their dlrectin,

It was Uuited Empire loyalists w}m;
fir:'t made use of the island. A certain|
captain Ryerson obtained it from the|
Frglish government to complete bis
graut of land on the mainland. Lor
many years it formed an admirgble
treakwater for the excellent harbo: of |
[’ort Ryerse, on the north shore of the

The medinm, epeaking in a strong
voice, said: “The first Seeretary of War.’

“Oh, yes; General. Knox,” said the
President. “Stanton, that messaze ie fo
youj it is from your predecessor. |
shou!d like to ask General Knox whet
this rebellion will be put down.”

The answer was oracularly indefinite !

The medinm then called up Napoleon
who' thought one thing, Lafayvette an |

other, and Franklin diffeced rrom hoth
“Ah!” exclaimed the President, “opin
ions differ among the saints as well wu
ameng the singers, = Their tak is very
muech like the taik of my cabiuet.”

The heat developed by the firlng o
heavy guns is remarkable During
some recent tilals in Germany a gu
that -had _been fired seventy-five times
melted solder placed upou _it, whily

another was hot evoug™ to softep lead

.| the revolution was very wide and very
' deep, ard the boats of the lake entered

bay.
The channel between the island for
the fifty years following the wur of

it fearlessly. There was a go d trade
In iron ore and fish, and Captain Ryer-
son throve excecdingly.

By the time of the civil war,
however, the upper channel had been
drifted full, and the harbor Itself was
so shallow that only vessels of very
light draught could enter. Port Ryerse,
of which it had been predicted that it
would become the greatest port on the
lake, had shrunk to a village of a few
hundred Indigent fishermen,

Already It had earned Iits title of
Graveyard of the Great Lakes. More

the south shore. Amateur scientists
advised the captain that the removal
of the pines would leave the sand hills
at the mercy of the strong winds,
which would soon blow them over into
the bay. He was so convinced of the
goundness of the theory that he ordered
the island denuded of every tree.

Hardly a living thing was left upon
the sand hills. All one winter the
lumbermen worked, and when spring
came the hills were bhare.

Occasionally a strong wind sent s
few basketfuls of sand Into the marsh,
andl when the captain saw this his
heart rejoliced. By the following
spring, however, millions of red cedurs
had obtained a foothold. Two or three
damp summers sufficed to clothe the
hills again in green, and before the old
man was taken to his grave he was
foreced to admit that Long Point was
not to be removed by the hand of man.

Most of Long Point’s fame has come
from its tragedies. The Island lles in
such a position as to be natural menace
to mavigation, no matter from what
direction a gale blows. The prevailing
wind on Lake Erle 1s from the south.
west, and the long waves, getting their
impetus at Toledo and paced by a
six?y-mile breeze, strike the south shore
with tremendous force. A ship caught
In a strong wind cannot avold being
forced from its course, and if it fetches
up against Long Point there Is little
hope for it. All along the south shore
the bottom of the lake seems to be
quicksand, and a thousand anchors
could hardly prevent a boat from
drifting.

In the hundred years of mavigation
it Is estimated, and the estimate is
probably low, that 1,500 men have been
drowned near Long Point. Nearly
every year there has been a serious
wreck off the island.—Washington Sun.

A CHARMING ENGLISH WOMAN.

Wife of the New British Ambassador
Wields a Clever Pen,

Lady Durand, wife of the new Brit-
Ish ambassador to Washington, be-
longs to one of England’s oldest and
most aristocratic
families. She is
the daughter of
Teignmouth  San-
dys of Cornwall,
whose family haa
lived on the same

j A

than ane vessal had been wrecked off

estate at Saint
Kerern since early
in the 135th cen-
tury.

She was married
DURAND, to Sir Henry in

LADY
1875 and was with him in India for
almost fifteen years, during the time

he was connected with the Bengal
service. She is not only a most charm-
ing hostess soc¢ially, but, like her dis-
tinguished husband, she 18 very clever
with her pen. They have two chil-
dren, a son, who I8 a cavalry officer
in the British army, and a daughter.
Washington will be enlivened by the
addition of this charming English wo-
man to its rauks.

Hard to Bear.

Mrs, De Style (fond of novels)—Did
you do as I directed, and tell every-
body who called that 1 was engaged,

Domestic—No one called, mum,

“What! Not one?”’
“Not a soul.”
“Mercy! Such heartless neglect is

outrageous.”—New York Weekly.




