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Till. FARMER'S BIDE
i

The following statement of prin-

ciples affecting agriculture la its re-
lation to other industries was sub-
mitted by the employers group to the

Industrial conference at Washington
It was formulated hy Chaa. S. Bar-
relt, T. C. A.tkeeon and .1 X. Titte-
morc, the farmers* representatives In

tho conference.
Responding to the call of the

President of the United states that

the Industrial conference convene
"for the purpose of reaching, if pos-
sible, some common ground of agree-

ment and action with regard to the

future conduct of industry •V*V*
and for the purpose of enabling us:

to work out, if possible, In a genuine

spirit of co-operation a practical

method of association based upon a
teal community of interests which

will redound to the we.faro of all our
people," the group representing em-
ployers assent to the presentation of

the following fundamental principles
affecting agriculture by which these
purposes may be accomplished, viz:

Statement of Principles Prepared by
Representatives of Agriculture al

the Industrial Conference
A nation's prosperous and progres-

sive agriculture, without which de-
mocracy must fail and the people go
hungry, can only be maintained by
•political, social and economic justice

The net return for labor, manage-

ment and capital used in farming is
today smaller than the return in any

giber great Industry. The increase
in production of agricultural staples

Is not keeping pace with the in-
crease in population or consumption.
There is a marked relative decline in
proportion of men and capital en-
gaged in agriculture compared with
•titer industries and an actual decline
in certain sections This is what is
meant by a "declining agriculture"

and is the condition which we face to-
day in this basic and most essential
American Industry. This statement
•f fact is a standing indictment of
tho political, social and economic
treatment now and heretofore ac-
corded agriculture and must not be
permitted to continue. Present con-
ditions will inevitably destroy inde-
pendent, self-respecting citizenship

In the open country. The surest
guarantee of an enduring American
democracy, the bulwark of our na-
tion against false economic and po-
litical doctrines, and the sole bar-
rier between the industrial people of
the world and starvation for its least
fortunate, is the free, land owning,
homo loving citizenship.

- Farming and farmers must have
the economic, social and political jus-

tice which willmake farming as prof-
itable and as livable as any other oc-
cuption involving the same amount
of hard work, business ability and
investment, or the balanace between
farm production and urban consump-
tion can not be maintained. It is un-
fortunate that a technical meaning
has arisen to the words capital and
labor which in many minds excludes
agriculture from either class when

from the standpoint of capital the
Business is easily the largest business,
and from the standpoint of labor
there is no other industry that in-
cludes nearly as many laborers with-
in its activities. Any conclusions,
therefore that may be reached in
this conforence can scarcely prove to
be permanent unless they s'.all in-
clude the welfare of farmers as labor-
ers and farm owners as capitalists.
And added to this is the fact that if
any industry may be defined as basic.
ii Is the one that Independently of
all others is self-sustaining and self-
perpetuating; one that was in the
beginning with the birth of civiliza-
tion and without which civilization
must perish. The great bulk of ac-
tual wealth of the nation springs
from the soil. And the balance of
trade that has made this nrtion rich
comes from the same source

Modern Agriculture
Farmers have responded to the

over Increasing demands of modern
industrial and economic develop-
ment. The modern farm is no long-
er a self-sustaining unit as in prim-
itive days, but has become a highly
specialized production plant, the op-
eration of which requires technical
sfctl! and managerial ability, with
large investments in modern labor-
saving machinery. Six million such
farms make up the vast industry of
America's agriculture, on the unin-
terrupted operation of which depends
the daily supply of food to all the
people.

The Farmer M a labour
The daily manual labor, of operat-

ing farms in this country Is equiva-
lent to that of 13,000,000 adult,
workers. The price of ..,,., pro-
ducts determines the farmer's wage.
The solidarity of labor is such that

: farmers can not continue on one wags
**»l while the rest of labor Is on
•mother level. One must rise or theother fall until * level la reached.

.Thr Farmer m an Employer
American Farmers employ moro

laborers than any other single In
dustry. The number of operatini
farmers and their hired employees It
greater than that of laborers in al
other industries combined. Any ad
J istment of industrial wage dispute;
to be fundamentally sound and per
inanent must give full consideratloi
to the relation between wages or
American farms and in other Indus
trie». To mo higher wages on tin
farm Inevitably means higher prices
tor farm products. The present leve
of wagea ikes it impossible to cult!
vate American farms with the great
est efficiency and its! reduce pro-
duction.

Reciprocal Duties and Obligation.
To mi' .-•• sufficient food is tbe

prima 1 duty of those engaged in agri-
culture, and to the limit of the IJ
physical and financial ability this,
duty should be performed. For this
thef'tmuet be an equivalent In value.
Fanners discharging this duty to or-
ganized society have .i right to de-
mand-—

(a) Such returns as will fairly
compensate them for their capital in-
vested, their technical skill, their
managerial ability and their manual
labor.

(li i Thai they and their families
have social, educational and politics
opportunities equal to those engaged
in other activities.

Failure to meet these demands
will result In a continuance and an
acceleration of the decline in agri-

culture Increased production is still
the slogan Of the hour and the farm-
er is still working at high speed and
long hours and without adequate
help, and facing falling markets for
his products. He now appeals to
those In other callings to buckle down
to work and turn out the products,
stop the profiteering and all together

begin to pay the debt that hangs over
the land.

Farm Production
The demand for farm products

should be scientifically satisfied.
Over-production as well as under-
production dislocates industrial and
.economical balances, and In the end
esults in economic waste. In 1910

eve produced over 11,000,000 bales
>! cotton. In I*9ll we produced 15,-
--100,000 bales and yet received $60,-
--100,000 less than nothing for them,

h 1915 we produced 1,025,000,000
mshels of wheat and received $942,-
--100,000 for it. In 1916 we produced
540,000,000 bushels and received

020,000,00 for it. Society had
:he benefit of 386,000,000 bushels of
Wheat, but the farmer received $78.-
--)00,000 less than nothing for them,
rhus it will be seen that simply to
produce will not mean prosperity.
Reliable official cost of production
studies and records are in existence
iroving inadequate returns to agri-
culture. This information should be
evidely circulated so that the public
nay know the truth. Further
studies of cost of production, to-
gether with comprehensive studies of
marketing, including prices actually
ecelved by farmers, are also needed.

Hours of Labor
Neither the day nor the week is a

tnii upon which agricultural costs or
income can be satisfactorily baaed
Conditions are so variable that it is
lifficult to prescribe a rule applica-
ble to all localities or to any locality
it all season.--. It is, however, becom-
ing more difficult for farmers to se-
cure laborers who are willingto work
more hours than do laborers in other
industries. Experience shows that
the hours of farm hired laborers ap-
proximate the hours of labor finally
prescribed in other industries. The
nature- of agricultural work is such
that it cannot economically adjust
itself to a specific hour day. li a
definite day basis is determined upon
in other Industries, however, this
basic day must be the unit of all
estimates in farm production costs.

sou Fertility
Economic conditions should be

such that, the farmer ma. operate
his land so that its fertility -hall be
maintained and perpetuated. An
adequate future supply of food re-
Quire that the fertility of the soil
should be conserved and replenished.
The people should unite In all mea-
sures, legislative or otherwise, that
will permit and accelerate the move-
ment of fertilizers in such form and
quantities and at such prices •*- will
enable;farmers to tain tain and con-
serve soU fertility.

Cooperative Marketing
Economic and industrial condi-

tion*! In agriculture necessitate co-
operative larkeilai Legal obsta-
cles a:e no.v handicapping such ef-
fort. Ail necessary amendments
«hculd be DM ' to state and federal
laws to clearly preset ,c to farmers
th.» nth; of cooperatively marketing
their farm products.

Farm Org*Tfimthya
Economic efficiency Ju agriculture

la promoted by every -t.^ncy which
adds to the knowledge, experience,

ifactloo, . technique and equip-
ment of the individual farmer. For
thes." purposes strong self-supporting

\u25a0 farmers' organizations are urged, to
: ' develop leadership from their own
:. ranks and in accord with their own

best interests; and to.represent the
industry in its contact with other in-
dustries and with the public.

Storage

i Adequate food storage reserved-
are essential to a well fed people. In

j time of heaviest production foods
[should be stored away in such quan-

tities as will tide over periods of
I r.onproduction. Depletion of these
i supplies during the harvest months
willprobably mean bread lines before
spring. Wise public policy will en-
courage properly regulated storage
by farmers and others of essential
reserves of food.

I he High Cost of Living

Much of the complaint of th- high
cost of living is the result of extrava-
gant living. The cost of living is
high or low acordlng as the price of
necessaries of life rise above or fall
below the general level of salaries
wages and Income. The present cost
of living is not due to the prices re-
ceived by the, farmer for his prod-
ucts, as shown by a comparison be-
tween farm prices, food prices, and
wage levels. Reliable government
statements Indicate that the percent-
age of Increase in food prices is not
as great as that of other commodities
entering into the cost of present day

i living or of the level of wages in
other industries.

Land Tenures
Land tenancy is increasing, farm

ownership is concentrating In the
hands of non-resident land owners,
a condition which from historic pre-!
cedent presages declining national
virilityand. if not checked, ultimate-
ly a feudal peasantry. An independ-
ent, successful and permanent agri-

culture with the essential schools,•churches, and social facilities, can-
not be maintained on the basis of
absentee ownership. Its inevitable
end is not only a social cleavage j
which is opposed to the principles i
of our American democracy but an- j
other new and dangerous line of in- j
dustrial cleavage and conflict. A
permanent agriculture must be predi-!
cated *n voluntary home owning'

farmers politically free, socially sat-1
isfied and economically independent. '

Farm Depopulation

The farmers' efforts to secure high- I
er wages or better working condi-
tions are not baaed on an organized

refusal to work. His environment!
gives him those qualities which i

make him sought by.many other oc-
cupations and professions. Banks, ,
factories, stores, transportation and
commerce call to him to come to
them, and the professions make their
fine appeal. In the quiet of his ;
home with his family about him his
boy or girl decides to heed that call. !
One more family has left the army
of food producers and another family
has joined the army of food consum-
ers.

Financing Agriculture
The availability of capital used In

agriculture is a matter of public con- j
cern. Direct extension of federal
credit through the land banks will
reduce the cost of this capital and
should be made easier of access to
all farmers. Associated credits of
farm communities should be devel-
oped under proper laws and leader-
ship,

Conclusion
These principles present...! by the

representatives of agriculture in the
Industrial Conference and transmit-
ted by the employers group are be-
leived to be not only vital to agricul-
ture, but vital to the common good.
The highest concept of government
in a democracy is to co-ordinate the
functions of all its parts into a

; perfect and symetrlcal whole. In
the case of the individual the mind
wisely protects physical well being
and produces proper physical and

| mental balance. Theoretically, dem-
iocratic government does thi.- for all
| its people. In practice, however, cer-
tain members through intensive or-
ganizations acquire and exercise un-
due Influence, destroying thereby the

| harmony which should exist between
all the essential elements. The sit-

Ination which has brought about thi3
conference is due to lack of recogni-
tion of this basic duty of go\eminent.
Agriculture comes into this Industrial

[Conference seeking to give practical
lexpression to this idea. The repre-
sentatives of agriculture believe that
Capital, Labor and Agriculture are
the threw principal members of th«r \u25a0

Iindustrial body and must have equal
rights and equal treatment.

Farmers .-ware of the disparity
which has arisen are earnestly en-
deavoring through their organizations
,to secure for agriculture its proper
field of influence in this triumvirate
so that all may be subjected to the
,welfare of the whole, contending the
while that influence and activity de-
veloped within the ranks of agricul-
ture are superior to paternalism of
any kind and .the only adequate

I means of developing its liate
|strength and power.
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j£*J The ideal way of washing \\
fif delicate things is the way Y^a

ffitf the Eden washes everything Wi
p.'B Wouldn't it be ideal to wash everything l&ap;s without rubbing — wouldn't all your clothes Wnl

Ui '•'; and blankets and linens last enough longer \V» «Aim "Is

to make lhe machine that could wash them
\<*_S_a\

JefV to make tfie machine that could wash them wM
few that way a mighty good investment? Vw|
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jjf'ij washes everything in the same ideal way a woman M
K*j uses to clean a bit of lace or silk. The big sanitary M
k% gfim zinc cylinder of the Eden lifts the wash up and %$
sh_S BL down through hot suds countless times as gently f.jj
mm J«&m as you wash your most delicate garments. It ?&
o.jS Wma\ W takes the rub out of the tub—the ache out of your .*•'?' '

p'Sjl V- Q£ back—and pays for itself in its cash savings, la

1&Iflflm\ *or *ree tria* Mtxar^ ifj|fcawr^l in your k°me M
IP .^^zrrrj9W^lll ||§§ fcZv Telephone us to send you an Eden on free £\u25a0«

»&Amv_ iKti^NcTO &/ V tr,al without obligation or expense. After fcsj
\ r r___

—dOß \&^ jA using it with your own washing, you can buy Ajf
,\u25a0\u25a0 ...... „_ $T~'fr=W/Ari& lt *** you want to m the •»\u25a0»« easy time- Am '

33 I "//'/ '32 I X&.nmsk, ' payment way that Liberty Bonds were £•*

lock* into tU powtioo*.
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NO use arguing about it, or making chin-music in a ilfeS^^^Sfe, 11minor key! Ifyou've got the jimmy-pipe or ciga- W^^^^^^M^ -̂ *;i
rette makin's notion cornered in your smokeappetite, slip B£SSSS^p9^'^
it a few hberal loads of Prince Albert! - Ti^S^^SHHKs^''

Boiled down to regular old between-us-man-talk, IPrince Albert kicks the "pip" right out of a pipe' tf^S^^m^Puts pipe pleasure into the 24-hours-a-day joy'us class! §MWti'iSWlllffMakes cigarette rolling the toppiest of sports! P. A. is so I ifflHP**-!fragrant, so fascinating in flavor, so refreshing! Fii
Prince Albert can't bite your tongue or parch your (A feuthroat! You go as far as you like according to your smoke fMIIImBII1*spirit!^ ' Our exclusive patented process cuts out bite and 'li'fiwf^S '

hZ,Jo'a dJin£ tidy r,d tins, hand; pound and half-pound tin -fl-'ftS Sfl g!
humtdors-and-that classy , practical pound crystal glass humidor with lm"W9ffl 1V*soon,, moistanar top that h.sps th. tobacco i.uch p.rfact condition. . IBSffIMM '"

R. J. Reynold. Tobacco Company, Winston-Salem, N. C. 1 mfWWivmS.9
\u25a0 >•\u25a0 \u25a0 s •.•


