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WHERE DIVORCES ARE EASY.

The Carions Matrimonial Laws in Yari-
ous States.

Trivial Causes Amply Sufficient teo
Sever the Hymenial Bend
in the Western States.

New York World: More than a quar-
ter of a million divorces have been grant-
ed in this country within a score of years,
and the number annually increases. As
far back as 1867 less than ten thousand
di were dina 1} h

necessarily pass beyond the territorial
line if he finds it more economical to stay
around within the limits. 4 All that is
necessary is for the hushand to go off
about his business. 8o that if the parties
do not wish to continue to live as hus-
band and wife they may makethe simple
record of their nuptial existence embrace
the mere facts, we met, we married, we
parted. What could be easier if the par-
ties desired to seek fresli alliances than
simply to part. The husbind abandons
his wife, she swears to it. The silver
line, which usually extends ““over moun-
tain and river and sea,” is suddenly part-
ed. The decree of divorce is granted and
that ends the matter.

Equally absurd is the law of Washing-

its 4

but the demand for nupsial dissolution
and the desire to defeat the arts of cun-
ning Cupid have increased so rapidly
that in 1886 the records disclosed the de-
plorable fact that more than 25,000 homes
had been broken up, and to that extent
the marriage tie has not proved strong
enough to with 1 the i ds of

ton, now frami ion as one
of the states of the American Union; for,
according to its statutes, a couple may
dissolve their marital status, by exhibit-
ing any canse deemed by the court suffi-
cient, when satisfied that the parties can
no longer live together. In other words,
the court may, in the exerciseof its sound

divorce. It is true, thisis a big country,
containing & populdtfon that long ago
passed the 60,000,000 mark. But the in-
crease in population lags behind the in-
crease in the number of cases in which
the work of the altar has been undome.
M in popalati P ™"
be about 60 per cent., while the increase
in divorces seems to have reached 157 per
cent. ;
Well may the thoughtful, conservative
citizen arch his eyebrows in astonish-
ment and exclaim, ‘“Whither are we
drifting?”’ Rev. Robert Collyer, of the
Church of the Messiah, in this city, in a
recent sermon on marriage and divorce,
declared in his quaint and forcible style,
that ‘‘the new generationg, look on this
old sacred compact as & rollicking boli-
day business about which they need feel
no concern, as they can so easily throw
off the yoke.”

People have learned that it is true in-
deed that they can easily throw off the
yoke, and throw it off too, lawfully, if not
in one state, surely in another. In a
country bound together in every direction
by the system of railways in the
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world, making the land between the
oceans, and from the tropic to the frozen
zone, common and easily accessible over
these rapid-transit, iron thoroughfares,
how easy it is to dwell where one will!
His abode to-day is the land produci

i put der what God has
joined together. Westward the course of
empire, westward also the pilgrims tired
of their imonial obligations, in search

one year or more will suffice. In Ala-
bama, Illinois, Indiana, lowa, Michigan,
Mississippi, Nebraska, Nevada and Ten-
nessee two years are required. In Con-
necticut, Delaware, Georgia, Maine, Mary-
land, Massachusetts, Minnesota, New
Hampshire, Ohio, Oregon, Texas, Ver-
mont and West Virginia three years are
necessary. In Rhode Island and Virginia
the absence must continue five years.
Drunkenness is also a ground for di-
vorce in sore parts of the country, and
in some quarters it is steadily maintained
that this crime constitutes a very grave
offense, and is not at all a light or trivial
cause. Dr. Collyer, in the sermon above
referred to, expressed himsell very em-
phatically on this subject, and his words
are entitled to msost respectful attention
for the clear and forcible mode in which
they are expressed. The Doctor says:
“I am not here to dogmatize or lay
down the law that when men and women
have once,made their vows they must
abide by them, whatever may befall. I
believe rather, and with all my heart,
that there may be a marriage which it is
far more sacred to dissolve than to main-
tain—a marriage which is not only im-
i for lifeinad but im-

of a convenient tribunal within which to
throw off the conjugal yoke. These lax
rules of domestic life in Montana, New
Mexico and Washington invite thither
the discontented caravans which desire
to be released from the bond assumed at
the altar of Hymen.

Baut it is not necessary to go west in
order to get a divorce for light and trivial
causes. In very many states all over the
country are to be found ample provisions
which afford easy relief. Many states
have in their divorce laws what is com-
monly designated an ‘‘omnibus clause.”
After defining some of the grounds uni-
versally recognized, light and trivial
causes, such as settled aversion, incom-
patibility of temper, gross misbehavior or
wickedness in either of the parties repug-
nant to and in violation of the marriage

are ped together and form
the “omnibus clause,” which is regarded
as & god-send by discontented couples.
Perhaps violent and ungovernable temper
and “settled aversion” may be feigned
more readily and encouraged more easily
than any of the frivolous grounds referred
to.

A BAD TEMPER Is ENOUGH.
For these reasons divorces may be

figs and pineapples, where the snowflakes
visit only the mountain peaks. To-mor
row he lives amid gay winter sports,
where the merry jingle of sleigh bells and
the glad shouts of the coasters
lend a charm to life which robs it of its
cares and drudgery. The rules of law
governing d ic law and the ing

4 ol d by Staat
position, and while the laws of one state
make divorce difficult, those of another
render it easy.

A QUESTION OF GEOGRAPHY.

These facts are clearly and forcibly
illustrated by Mr. William L. Snyder, in
his recent book on *“The Gengraphy of
Marriage,” and which has already reach-
ed a second edition. It is true, as Mr.
Snyder says, that in matters pertaining
to this subject, the inquiry presents solely
a question of geography.

‘When husband and wife become dis-
contented and chafe to free themselves
from the nuptial bond they cast about
naturally to find out where the i

granted in Mi i, Oregon, Pennsyl-
vania, Texas, Washington Territory,
Rhode Island, Vermont, Florida and
Kentucky. It must appear, however, in
order to justify a dissolution of the nup-
tial bond in Missouri, Oregon, Texas and
Washington, that the outlandish Py

of one or both of the parties is of such a
nature that life indeed has become a bur-
den. ““Wha would fardels bear, to groan
and sweat under a weary life,” when the
road to divorce is so easy and the release
It requires
very slight p lon, where no P
is made to cuntrol the passions or gov-
ern the temper, especially it they are at
all high-strung, to pile up grievances and
work the mind up to such a pitch of ex-
citement over small things, it may be, as
to seem to justify them in saying under
oath that living her is i bl

prisonment with torture, and with one
life, or it may be two, forever on the rack.
While it is not the dogma of the churches
of a bell in the world to come, it is hell
upon earth. And so whio are we that we
should say, ‘There you are, and there you
must stay, for there is no release but in
the grave?' ”
THE DRUNKARD'S DANGER.

In more than half the states, however,
the law-making power has decreed that
life is tog short to be marred and stained
by & mistrable, debauched, drunken bus-
band. They do not require a poor, weak,
suffering woman to wait until she seeks
the silent repose of the grave in order to
gain relief from such a life of misery as
she would be obliged to undergo tied to a
besotted husband. While there is life
there is hope, and the motto of the thirty-
three states referred to is that the woman,
if she be pure and worthy, is entitled,
under some circumstances, to two chances
at the alter and kindly interpose an op-
portunity for divorce from the drunkard.
This rule prevails in- Arizona, Arkansas,
California, Colorado, C: i Da-

WHITECHAPEL SCENES.

Tho Domala of Juck the Ripper Toom-
Ing With Thags and Crime.
A.M and I‘.—m mﬂ_ for
"‘l.l:l’::l‘l“llm

New York Herald: Come and take a
trip through the domains of Jack the
Ripper. Through the dark and noisome
lanes of Whitechapel, pregnant with

ith th 2ok

ugs
We will take a detective along. It is &
very necessary precaution.

It should be explained for the benefit
of those not familiar with the geography
of London, that the Whitechapel district
isacolony of thieves, situated nearly
north of the Tower of London on the
Thames. A few blocks down the river
are the famous London docks. Many of
the lower classes of men employed along
the river and the

NUMEROUS WATER THIEVES
of the wharves liveup in Whitechapel.
A hundred years ago, in the time of
George ITI, Whitechapel road was just
outside the walls of London—a sort of
suburb for the poorer classes, who had
little money to pay for rent. Now it is in
the center of a vast and populous district,
with well paved streets and alleys (thanks
to modern improvements) cutting the
district in every direction with horse rail-
ways and principal streets which in olden
times were the king's highways. Vast
warehouses, private and bonded, and

facturing eatablisk rise darkly
and silently in the night on the borders
of these slums.

Then there are big breweries, hospitals
cemeteries, almshouses and other institu-
tions not far away. A surprising feature

ities in the country where
DARK AND GLOOMY
swamps, filled with pestilential vapors,

kota, Delaware, Florida, Illinois, Indiana,
Jowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana,
Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minne-
sota, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana,
Nebraska, Nevada, New Hampshire, New
Jersey, Ohio, Oregon, Rhode Island, Ten-
nessee, Utah, Washington, Wisconsin
and Wyoming.

In Arizopa idleness, profligacy or dissi-
pation is a ground fordivorce. The motto
of that territory seems to be that the
“curtain lecture” is a thing of the past; a
tale, a memory. And the good wife may
cut loose from a profligate or dissolute
husband and seek for *“pastures new.”
A husband in that locality must sow his

lie t the great highways. A visi-
tor walking up Whitechapel road would
little dream of the horrible dens within a
stone’s throw of the brilliantly lighted

there recognize the flashily dressed men
and women who hurry along the pave-

villainous countenances.
It was but a few minutes after the de-
tective turned off the road that

we found ourselves in a dark crevice-like
lane, with the darkest and most forbid-
ding

wild oats prior to ip and marri
for once he becomes a Bemedict he must
be staid and exemplary and his conduct
in every respect strictly proper.

8o vagrancy constitutes a ground for
divorce in Wyoming and in many states

and renders the wife’s or the husband’s

position intolerable. g
In Vermont it must appear that there

has been “intolerable severity,” and in

can b most cesily dissolved and a divorce | set o st oy
most readily obtained. In the :
with S heakmaced in Th At shown. In Kentucky the husband is not

hood. In Montans, if the husband will-
fully leaves without intending a return,
the wife, for that reason, is entitled to sue
for divorce. The lawyers say that law

arule for civil d din,

ner but his conduct, cruel and inhuman,
must indicate a “‘settled aversion” for his
wife, ard this grim and silent conduct
maust extend, over a period of at least six
months. Cruelty, pare and simple, what-
ever that may mean is & good ground for
divorce in Alabama, Arkansss, Califor-

the great empire state of New York find a
place in all these various phasesof spotted
wedlock? It will be borne in mind, how-
ever, that New York allows a divorce

OF THE SLUMS
rising on every side of us. The streets

York, but some of them are mot more
than five feet wide, and then we entered

among thieves from Cheyenne to Austra-
lis, all the world seemed cut off. A feel-
ing of unuttersble loathing and horror

came over one as he caught sight of
scenes within the tenements. The
'is the headquarters of the most

irs

party could marry again without violating

what is right and prohibiting what is
wrong; that its practical utility is to en-
force rights and redress wrongs.
& travesty on the moral obligati

sumed at the altar is exhibited in thisab-

nis, Colorado, C y which may result from
Florida, gi Indi Kan- duct during fits of intoxication.

"8 | sas, K , Louisiana, Maseachusetts

Mississippi, Missouri, Nebras- of " '

ka, New Hampshire, Ohio, Orégon, Penn- “DATEBACK, ™ ‘KIVER' ACCIDESTS.
sylvania, Rhode lsland, Texas, Vermont,

85" | Washi and W i How They Did 67 Years Ago--An O Narriage

What amounts. to cruelty, however, Certificate.

surd statute, which permits the sacred
bond of marriage to be dissolved by
ly crossing & state line. The golden
chain of matrimony in Montana, at the
further
and is

§
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option of the parties, extends uo
than the borders of her territory,
literally governed by lines of latitude and
PR aatwit a

one slight act of cruelty will suffice to
suthorize a divorce seems to be also a
it
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lane like ls in a mine. No cave
could be gloomier or more forbiddi
As we walked up

are as well paved as Broadway in New

to be on hand should there be a chance
to steal a watch or cut & throat.
A sign on the wall ran to this effect:

crowd, who would yell, “You have
him down now, give it to him uatil
ean’t squaal.”

“They don’t know whe! mercy is,”

F3F

among them as a child is in the jawsof a °
crocodile.” y
The detective took us into one of the

shops. Only the policemen on duty st

after be takes & second look into their| %2

SINGING SONGS AND BLASPHEMING,
as they did in Hogarth’s time, when they
rattled their dice on the, stones of the
churchyard. ._

A word from the detective secured per-
mission to go through the home. The
character of it may be imagined when it
is stated that the price of a single bed is

Grateful for Gur Liderties.




