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North Yakima's His-
tory.

"If the* railways are trying to give

the people an 'object lesson', " re-
marked the prominent citizen, "why

I guess Yakima can establish a lit-
tle kindergarten for the railways."

And next day North Yakima,
Washington, sallied forth, held up
and confiscated a long trainload of
Northern Pacific coal—and paid for
about one-third of it.

The railway's monetary loss is re-
garded lightly by some of the clti-
sens. "It's a small fine for the com-
pany's neglect and general cussed-

ness," but the city's honorable bus-
iness men regret the moral effect of
this feature of the historic raid, and
Its results to the reputation of the
town.

It is not the purpose of this arti-
cle to throw more bricks at the rail-
ways, though it may shy a peanut

•hell or two at both sides. But the
story of the picturesque episode and
its causes is interesting and rather
Instructive.

North Yakima is one of the finest
types of northwestern towns. It was
built by irrigation. Seventeen years
ago most of its site and the wide
sweep of surrounding valley was
sag-brush and buncbgrass. Then
came the Sunnyside ditch (a North-
ern Pacific enterprise), which
spread a portion of the waters of
the Yakima over many thousands of
acres of "volcanic ash" soil—richest

and deepest in the country. Settlers
were Invited to come In and take up

tracts of ten acres, and upwards, on
long time and easy payments. They
came, and soon the desert vanished
In its place bloomed apple, peach
and prune orchards, wonderful fields
of alfalfa and record-breaking crops

of the finest potatoes In the world.
The town, at first a "wide-open

* frontier hamlet, rapidly developed
Into the present-day beautiful city

of 10,000 inhabitants, splendid
schools, high license, Carnegie li-
brary, numerous prosperous banks,
good hotels, substantial mercantile
houses and fine church structures.
Its wide streets, excellent light and
water systems, well-edited dally

newspapers and other advantage-*,
are also the pride of its people and
of the agricultural population of
aome 15,000 tributary to It.

There is no suggestion of the un-
tamed, wide-sombreroed, Jingling-
spurred west about this peaceful com-
munity that almost wrecked a train
and freebooted a thousand tons of
coal.

Some time ago the federal gov-
ernment took over the original ditch
that began the development of- the
Taklma valley, extending and includ-
ing it with a larger irrigation sys-
tem. This, together with certain
private projects now under way, or
in contemplation, means further
great increase and piviperity to Yak-
ima with the extension of its tribu-
tary agricultural and horticultural
region.

Naturally the Northern Pacific
looks with Jealous eye upon the
threatened encroachment of the mys
terious North Coaat railway into this
hitherto exclusively Northern Paci-
fic territory. It haa fought, and is
fighting, with every device and wea-
pon ln the brains and hands of its
able counsel, the right-of-way pro-
gress of the North Coast.

But the ungrateful Inhabitants
\u25bclew with anything but alarm the
approach of a competitive line. "We
ahall have plenty of cars, then," they
say, 'Co bring us coal and carry our
products to market."

At tho time this article Is being
written many scores of thousands of
tons of alfalfa are heaped ln stacks,
and sixty per cent of the great pota-

_to crop is stored ln pits, shrinking
dail*. in weight, while prlcea are
highest, because the farmers cannot
get cars. Hence the popular party
cry at the last election was "Hooray
for the North Coast road!" It
boosted O. A. Feebler, banker, into'

office as mayor for the eighth time.
Now many Yakima people believe
tho Northern Pacific feels vindictive
on this score, and tried to get even
on the town •by cutting down its
fuel supply. The officials scoff at
this as an absurdity, and point to

the very general shortage of coal
elsewhere.

But Yakima always has had to
depend almost entirely upon the

Northern Paciflc for its fuel. The
Roslyn mines, some sixty-seven miles
away, are owned by the Northwest-
ern Improvement company, a North-
ern Paciflc allied corporation, tha:
in the past has always supplied an
abundance of good coal at reasonable
prices to the Yakima valley towns,

as well as elsewhere through the
Paciflc Northwest.

Last summer the company an-
nounced that it had decided to get
out of the commercial coal business:
that the entire output of its mines
would be required for its own use
in the train service.

Some railway officials have volun-

teered statements to the effect that
so much agitation against the rail-
ways has had a damaging effect upon

the business, and hinted that had the

government and various state legis-

latures let them alone, there would
have -been less trouble. Many peo-
ple have pounced upon this as au
Indication that something like a vast
conspiracy exists for the purpose- of
giving the country an "object les-
son"' of its dependence upon the good
willof the railways. If this be true
in the matter of fuel, the roads have

been hoist by their own petard in
many cases, for their reports reveal
serious losses because of shortages
of company coal on almost every

division.
On all sides one hears statements

to the effect that in the effort to
control the coal supply and gather
the profits of the trade unto them-
selves, the railways have frozen out
private coal enterprises, refused to
build spurs to private mines, or to
provide sidings and cars and other-
wise encourage the development of

independent mines; that had' the
companies stuck exclusively to their
proper business of providing trans-
portation, and had- consequently

reached out to encourage new sources
of freight, coal would be cheaper
and doubly abundant, for there are
vast bodies of untouched coal ln
many parts of the northwest. But

the roads retort that they have had
to get control of mines to provide
tpr their own needs.

Whatever be the causes, the
north--est has encountered an appal-
ling fuel shortage accompanied by a
season, of almost unprecedented cold
weather. Y-*klma was not the first
town to confiscate coal (roan cars
destined elsewhere. Driven to dee-

people became more skeptical and
indignant. The weather waxed cold-
er and tbey took to their kitchens
to economize with cookstove heat
only. Boxes, old boards and back
yard fences —every scrap that could

serve for fuel —went to drive away

the shivers.
The pinch became more bitter —>

actual suffering was experienced by
Jti least 1500 families. At last, Jan
nary 6, with the gest wind whistling
through she Icy streets, a committee
of citizens visited the mayor at his
office In the bank. As a result tne
following telegram, signed by Mayor
Fee h ter. Sheriff Grant and Chief of
Police Cayou. was sent to Vice-Pres-
ident Levy at the Northern Pacific
office at Tacoma:

"Prompted by desperate condi-
tions, an organization of more than
a hundred people was formed her
today for tha purpose of seizing an
appropriating the first hsipment o
coal, large or small, the company a
tempi * to haul through North Yak
ma. Buffering actually exists. No
a pound of coal is for calc. At leas
ten cars are needed to relieve th
present conditions, arl as mur
daily while the cold weather con
tlnues. May we expect relief?"

Vice President Levy's reply to th
mayor's telegram stated that a doz
en cars weit in transit for Nort
Yakima, but the dispatch was no

perate straits two or throe other
small points had already startled the
railway companies by seizing coal.
In one case an entire car. but It was
done In an organized and orderiv
fashion, the coal being properly

weighed and duly paid for

At Yakiina the pinch began to he"
felt as far back as the heavy floods,

'which absolutely stopped all train -
service during the latter half of No-1
vcmber. Thereafter coal arrived in-
termittently in small lots, a car or
two at a time. Through all the!
years In which the company has been
selling coal to this large town it has j
constructed no bunkers or storage

bins here; the consumers are obllg- j
ed to back their wagons up to the
•Ming and shovel directly from the
ears. This Is a measure of econo- i

my, for coal loses weight from the
time it. ts out ot the mine; and the
plan has been followed to keep only

enough coal on hand In cars to sup-
ply Immediate needs. Consequently j
any loss of service or shortage of
cars is promptly felt.

Through December, Yakima ueo-
ple and the farmers far and near
had to form in line with wagons day

after day, moving up, one by one,:
to the car, only to receive at tlmc3:
a maximum allotment of 500 pounds. 1

This line-up began as early as 3 I
o'clock a. m., and often stretched out

Beginning of the Bald. Agent Meeks in Foreground.

many blocks iv length. As team-
sters charged from fifty cents to one
dollar an hour for this waiting time j
the cost of coal was frequently doub-
led to the shivering householder. j

Complaints and questions assailed
the company, and the reply was us- j
ually "car shortage." But reports
came to Yakima of empty coal cars
idling at sidings in many places near;
and once, eighteen "empties" stood

received until line next day. Mean-
while the town had carried out Its
threat, seizing twenty-one cars of
coal January 7.

Newspaper reports indicated that
the affair was sudden, spontaneous

leaderless. Now, even though driv-
en by dire stress, a modern Ameri-
can town of churches, banks, culture
and commerce, does not suddenly
rise up and take that which belongs

on a Yakima sidetrack for several iio another, without the counsel, ex-
days—^uite long enough, said the jample or leadership of at least ono
citizens, to have run up to the mines, .nan.
loaded and returned. *- w^ w|th the railway com .

So, as conditions grew worse, th 3'pany's employes at the yards, and

Taking _ng_» KAsmL

Teamaters Weighing Wagons at Coal «-onii-any's Scales.

they mentioned I. B. Turnell.
"He set the example—he's a bad

one—he raided coal cars on his own
account here two or three times be-
fore this last raid; he' 9the man that

1

started the crowd to dumping those
coal tars."

So I made inquiry about Mr. Tur-
j nell among Yakima people. "He*

: all right.' they said. "An old rail-
I way man; now he's propiietor of one
lof our hotels. You can depend up-
i on anything lie tells you."

Almost everybody is ready to ab is--

\u25a0 th--- railways privately, but when it
comes to utterance for possible pub-

Jllcation. many business men are cur-
' lously shy. "I don't want you to

I say I said that," one hears; "you
see I have had favors and may want

j an ithcr sometime—l can't afford to
I have the company down on me."

(Continued next week.)

The Lay of tho Optimist.
What's the use 'o worrying, though :

skies are dark and drear?
Tune your heart to harmony, ami

light your life with cnoer.
Don't groan and croak
Because your broke.

Or grumble at your luck;

! The price of canvasbacks is down to
seven bucks a duck.

; i-upposing you are down .and out,'
brace up and be a man.

I If you cannot enjoy yourself, some '
other fellow can.

i What's the use o' grumbling, though
the summer's fiery glare

Wilts your features out of true an-l
singes off your hair?
Don't wail: "Great Scott!
But ain't it hot?"

And fume and fuss and frown;
Remember that in summer time the

price of coal Is down.
And if your hard, rebellious heart I

with joyfulness won't thrill,
Be comforted by thinking that some

other fellow's win.
What's the use o' growling when the j

blizzard whistles through
Your home these winter days and j

makes an icicle of you?
Don't worry so
About the snow,

Or wish that you were warm;
As long as ice don't cost so much,

why kick about the storm?
You may not have an overcoat to \

keep the cold away.
But then, again, you might reflect, \

some other fellow may.

What's the use o* sighing, though n i

ihugji with stealthy tread,
i Slips up behind and lams you with a ;

brickbat on the head?
Just stroll along
And troll a song.

And be an optimist.
Don't worry if you're -hot, or hung, j

or walloped on the wrist.
:If you can sing through all these

griefs a gleeful, cheery chant,

| It's worth the while to bear in mind I
that other fellows can't.

—James J. Montague.

A NAME
TO BE
COVETED
When you t.uy trees of the
Washington Nursery company,
of Toppenish, you bave the as-
surance of getting wuat you
bought, and of getting the fin-
est class of stone that experi-
ence and skill can produce, un-
der ideal conditions of soil, cli-
Bate Jiud moisture.
This fact ls so weh known
among th. buying public that
an occasional unscrupulous nur-
sury salesman, who finds he
canno- make i sale any ot?ier
way, will promise the buyer
that his stock shall come from
the Washington Nursery com-
pany.
We want to say right here that
every salesman who represents
us, carries a certificate of agen-
cy, signed and sealed by our of-
fice, and that bis catalogue,
Plate books, and other litem-
twa bear the imprint ot the
Washington Nursery, of Top-
penish, Washington, and that
no other parties are authoria-
ed to solicit orders, or sell
stock for us, and that all or-
ders taken by our salesmen are
duly acknowledged by our of-
fice, so that no purchaser need
be in doubt as to who is re-
sponsible for the proper filling
of his order.
We make this statement on ac-
count of reports which reach-
ed us last week of three unau-
thorized salesmen trying to de-
ceive the unwary by falsely
claiming that they would pro-
cure stock from us to fill their
orders.
The good name of Washington
Nursery company was not won
in a day—nor a week, nor a
year. Neither was it purchas-
ed by money nor inherited. It
was earned hy painstaking
care, knowledge of how to
grow stork, hard work and at-
tention to business, all combin-
ed with a location for the grow-
ing of clean stock that is
probably unequalled today.
Any good reliable man with
satisfactory references can al-
ways procure a plare with us
as salesman, as we are constant-
ly extending our business over
a wider range of territory.
Spring sales are rapidly com-
ing in and we would advise
those who have heen delaying
their orders to make an early
derision, as there is a strong
likelihood of short stock in
some of the standard varieties.

Washington Nursery
Company

Toppenish. Wash.

A. W. McDonald, Pre*.
C. J. Atwood, Sec.
F. A. Wiggins. Treas. and Sales

Mgr.
B. A. Mitchell, Vice-Pre*, and

Mgr. Eastern Office. De-
troit, Mich.

N. F. Damon. Loral Represen-
tative, Room 14 Wilson
Blk, North Yakima.

BY DYKES.

Sewer Outlet Will Be Protected—
Built at Once.

To protect the sewer dump a dyke

probably about sixty feet in length,
will be erected along the Yakima

jriver, it being hoped that by thta
method the dump will be protecte!
from further difficulty with the wa-
ter. Considerable trouble has been
experienced with the outlet of the
sewer, water having washed out the
grade in some places and in other-

i water is said to be over the* pipe. In
] an opinion of the city attorney it is
1 up to the contractors to complete the
sewer and during the time taken in
completion of the work, the city at-
torney stales, the contractor should
stand all 'os.-es.

NEW PLAT.

Rainier Addition, Twenty Acres, Ac-
cepted by City.

! ———\u25a0—The latest addition to the city U
Rainier plat, which is on the south-
erly line of the original town and con-
tains twenty acres. This willbe op-
ened up for residences aad the plat

; has been accepted by the city council

A Little Nut to Crack.
H. M. Willis, the aluminum king,

found time one day to sweat over
| the following, says an eastern ex-
| iliange. A man bad 60 ducks for
sale, and divided them into two lota
of "10 each. One lot was to be dis-
posed at three for $1, and the other
at two for $1. In his absence the
clerk sold the 60 ducks at five for

I $.. realizing the sum of $34. Ifsold
jiiccording to Instructions, one pur.

jchaser would hare got 30 ducks for

jjfls.,and the other 30 for $10, mak-
ing $25 for the Jot. What, became
of the missing dollar?. Send Tne

Herald your*nswers.

May Remove Capital.
SACBAMENTO, Feb. 28.—Tte

; Senate tonight, by a vote of 40 to i.
expressed Itself In favor of the re-

I moval of the capital from Sacramen-
,to to Berkeley, and passed a bill
submitting the queatlon to the peo-
ple.

Got yon- nlnmblng -and steam flt-
•\u25a0-._ irtno \u0084- »Sf> Moxee Hardware
Co. Ts-Jt


