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Opportune Time
for Labor

Scarcity of Labor Makes Opportune
Time for Demands for

Betterments

Committee on Industrial Relations
Washington.?Steady increase in the

demand for labor and in the wages
received by labor is the distinguishing
feature of all the issues of the Monthly
Review of the United States Bureau
of Labor statistics for this year. The
showing, while made with reference
to typical selected industries, applies
to all industry. It is exceedingly grati-
fying as further evidence of labor's
great opportunity in this period to de-
mand and receive its rightful rewards.

The contrast of employment and
earnings in February, 1916. with Feb-
ruary, 1915, shows a large per cent of
increase in the number of employes
on the pay roll in all the trades ex-
cept one, that of the men's ready

made clothing trade. In the iron and
steel trade it was 43 per cent. The
percentage of increase in the amount
of the total pay rolls ran from 5 per
cent in cotton manufacture to 73 per

cent in the iron and teteel trade.
Ninety of the largest iron and steel
plants show 113,112 employes working
on the last day of February, 1916, as
against 78,026 working on the last of
February, 1915, an increase of 45 per
cent. Something more than 3,000 em-
ployes were added in 83 of these es-
tablishments in the one month of
February.

Further data gathered by the statis-
tical bureau confirms these partial
but typical statistics. With the de-
crease in immigration labor is not
now at the mercy of employers who try

to keep two workers in competition

for every one job.

Organized labor has this opportun-
ity and sees it.

SHINGLE WEAVERS WIN
STRIKE AT ABERDEEN

A telegram dated June 12th, ad-
dresed to Wm. H. Reid, 202 Maynard
building, Seattle, states that Carlisle
mill starts June 13th. Complete vic-
tory. Old crew reinstated. Grays
Harbor mill, Aberdeen, will come
through tonight. Following Carlisle
lead, meeting yesterday went on
record that we will not accept any
settlement on day scale.

GEO. COOMBS, Organizer.
B. H. RADCLIFFE, Secretary.

ASSAIL NEARING DISMISSAL

"An infringement of freedom of
teaching in economics," is the charge
against the board of trustees of the
University of Pennsylvania by the
American Association of University

Professors, in the case of the dis-
missal of Professor Nearing.

In I report the investigators an-
nounce that the dimsissal of Professor
Nearing by university officials "was
unmistakably based upon objections to
the character of Dr. Nearing's social
and economic teachings, or what the
objectors supposed to be his teach-
ings."

OTIS GETS IT AGAIN

The Ix)s Angeles Times has lost a
damage suit for libel brought by

Joseph Scott, a prominent attorney of
that city. A jury awarded the com-
plainant $37,500 for malicious state-
ments published in that notoriously

unfair sheet. This is the third straight

victory won by Mr. Scott in libel suits

against the Times, and brings the
total in judgments which he has been

awarded up to $68,500.

N JOHN D., JR., FOR WILSON

Chicago. "I think President Wilson

is doing the best any man could do in

such firrumstuneos as have surround

ed his administration,'' said John D.

Rockefeller, Jr., today when asked his

opinion of politcial futures. "It is

the duty of every American citizen
io support him. 1 am a republican,

but I am a republican as I am a Bap-

tist-right conies first and then comes
Church or party."

Kvery time T. R. attacks W. W.

f> one is imprest anew with the ruin and

(icgradatlon T. R. brought upon this

country by getting W. W. elected ?

Springfield Republican.

Unionists Defy
Chief of Police

Right of Free Speech Denied by
Authorities and Unionists

Prepare to Fight

Columbus, Ohio. ?The Columbus
Federation of has assigned 10
trade unionists to hold open air meet-
ings in front of the various shops "for
the purpose of organizing and educat-
ing the workers of the city."

This is the defy of organized labor
to the chief of police and other au-
thorities who have been attempting to
deport trade union officials because
they have urged organization. The
unionists charge that fellow workers
have been subjected to the "third de-
gree" by the chief of police, that they
have been denied the right of free
speech and have been arrested on
trumped up charges. The federation
of labor has also appointed a commit-
tee to solicit funds to sustain a legal

fight, and between these two activities
the workers are confident that the
municipal authorities will make slow
progress in their attack on funda-
mental rights.

BLACKLIST IN PITTSBURG
KEEPS STRIKERS FROM JOBS

Pittsburg.?The blacklist, which is
inforce at the Westinghouse plant
here since the recent strike, is forcing
the strikers who apply for their old
jobs to all sorts of subterfuges in or-
der to avoid detection. Some are
making applications in entirely dif-
ferent departments, others are posing
as strangers, saying they were from
Detroit and other cities, in order to
get the jobs that mean a living to
them.

One of the commonest forms of
evading the danger of forfeiting their
jobs because they dared protest
against the inhuman conditions under
which they worked is for the workers
to apply under assumed names. The
company, it is said, is discharging

every one known to have been active
in the strike.

LONGSHOREMEN WIN

Word was received Friday morning
that a temporary settlement of the
controversy between the longshore-
men and their employers had been se-
cured and that the men were to go
back to work, with all demands grant-
ed, pending the completion of nego-
tiations between their district board
and the representatives of the Water-
front Employers' Union.

The result is a complete victory for
the strikers, who by a remarkable
showing of solidarity have tied up
tight the waterfront of the Pacific
Coast from San Diego to Juneau. More
than 2,400 workers in Seattle alone
will be benefited by the sucessful
outcome of this struggle, and along

the coast there is a total of 14,000
affected.

INTOLERABLE CONDITIONS
FORCE GIRLS TO STRIKE

Chicago.?lntolerable conditions at
the factory of the United States
Broom and Brush Company has forced
girls on strike. These employes took
the places of other girls, who struck
a year ago. It is stated that wages
paid by this concern are 50 per cent
less than the union rates and that
it is the only broom factory in the
country that employs females. While
the previous strike was in progress
the foreman was broubht into the
morals court on complaint of girls and
fined.

WHY WORKERS STRIKE

Milwaukee.?The yearly report of
the Allis-Chalmers Company, machin-
ery manufacturers, shows how fast
this firm's profits are going up. For
the quarters of 1915 the profit in-
creased at the fololwing rate: First
quarter, $8,900: second, $194,800;
third, $333,000; and fourth, $559,000.

Net profits for 1915 were $1,078,000.

Unfilled orders at the close of 1914
were $2,500,000; at the close of 1915,
$11,000,000; on April 1, 1916, more

than $12,000,000.

The company has more than $3,00,-
--000 invested In securities.

Patronize YOUR Advertisers.

ALL EVERETT LAUN-
DRIES NOT FAIR

TO UNION MEN

+ At the June 9th session of the +
+ Council a resolution was pre- +
+ sented and carried to the fact *+ that all Everett laundries are not +
+ fair to organized labor and in- +
+ structing all union men and +
+ women to send their laundry to +
+ the Mutual Laundry of Seatle, *+ which not only employs union +
+ help, but is owned by union peo- +
+ pie exclusively. Bundles of laun- +
* dry may be left at the Labor +
+ Temple, or phone Ind. 115 or +
+ Sunset 148. +
+ *

MURRAY SHOE COMPANY

Everett, Wash., June 9, 1916.?To
the Members of the Shingle Weavers'
Union. ?Gentlemen: We beg to state
that we very much disapprove of the
action taken by the Commercial Club
regarding the Shingle Weavers' strike
and consequently have today notified
the club of our withdrawal from same.

Neither member of our firm have
been inside of the Commercial Club
for several months, and very much re-
gret that we ever joined the organiza-
tion. Our sympathies are altogether
with the weavers.

Yours with best wishes,
MURRAY SHOE CO.

By G. R. M.

Everett, Wash., June 13, 1916.
Everett Trades Council.

Gentlemen: The action taken by the
Everett Commercial Club in regards
to the open shop certainly does not
meet with our approval, and will
state that we have withdrawn our
names from the Everett Commercial
Club. Wishing you every success, we
beg to remain,

Yours truly,
WESTBERG GROCERY CO.,

2933 Broadway.

I told you a short time ago through

these columns that if our initiative
measures got upon the ballot our peo-
ple in the cities where there was gen-
eral registration would have to do the
bulk of the work of procuring signa-
tures. The universal registration law
has effectually sewed up the country
districts.

Last week I attended the State
Grange convention held in Burlington,
and there I learned at first hand just
how the game was being worked. In
some precincts the registration officer
lives in the extreme end of the pre-
cinct, and long, tiresome journeys
were taken by the farmers in order
to register, only to find the registra-
tion officer away from home. One
man went six times before he found
the registration officer at home. An-
other man waited from 2 o'clock in
the afternoon until 8 o'clock at night
for the officer to return home. In
some precincts persons unfavorable to
our legislative program were In
charge of the registration books and
they purposely made it as hard as
possible for the voters to register.

Two years ago the farmers fur-
nished 64 per cent of the signatures
upon our initiative petitions. I>ast

PRICES OF STAPLE FOODS
RISE 8 PER CENT IN YEAR

Figures made public by the Depart-
ment of Litbor show that prices of

staple foods in the United States in-

creased on an average of 1 per cent
from February 16 to March 15 last.
All meat prices increased, as did the
price of sugar. Kggs, milk, flour and
potatoes were cheaper.

l'rices advanced 8 per cent during
the year from March. 1915, to March.
1916, and prices on March 15. 1916.
averaged 5 per cent higher than for
the entire year of 1915.

A table covering prices for the
last fifteen years shows the purchas-
ing power of a dollar has decreased
stnadily hi all foods.

EVERETT, WASH., FRIDAY, JUNE Hi. 1916

TRADES
COUNCIL
NEWS

Th 6Council was called to order
with Brother Smith, president, in the
chair.

A letter was read from the West-
berg Grocery, 2933 Broadway, stating
they had withdrawn from the Com-
mercial Club on account of the atti-
tude of the club to organized labor.
The leter from the Murray Shoe Co.
to the same effect was also read.
These letters are printed in full
elsewhere in the Journal and we do
especialy urge all unionists and labor
generally,to patronize these business
men who have demonstrated their
fair-mindedness and loyalty to the
weavers' demands for decent living
conditions. We all need groceries and
shoes, so let us give them our trade
and co-operate with Everett firms
who are loyal to us.

The committee investigating the
Gem movie house on Riverside re-
ported that it was unfair to labor, and
was ordered placed on the unfair list.

More Immigration
Declared Menace

Frisco Paper Says Present-Day Strike
Shows Independence of

Organized Labor

San Francisco.?The Bulletin of this

city is a consistent advocate of im-

migration restriction and believes that

present-day strikes indicate growing

independence on the part of workers

and their refusal to accept "industrial
exploitation" which can be only main-

tained by increasing immigration. The

Bulletin makes this observation:
"Unless we are swamped with im-

migration the industrial exploitation
and absolutism of the pre-war period

can never be quite restored. When

the present wounds are scars and the
present anger has burned itself out,

the employing classes ?or such mem-
bers of them as do not seek more
power than ought to be allowed them

in a democracy ?will be the better
for living in a country where stand-
ards of living and of liberty have been

in some degree raised."

MINE OWNERS THREATEN TO
LOCK OUT UNION STRIKERS

Pittsburg, Pa.?Ditsrict No. 5 miners

were given the word by the bosses to

return to work within forty-eight
hours or prepare to see mines closed
or their places filled by strikebreakers.

Electrical Workers reported that
the local union was at present con-
sidering a new agreement with the
iPuget Sound Telephone Co.
1 The Shingle Weavers are having
rousing meetings every day and it
demonstrates the real union spirit of
labor to see the way these boys are
standing pat.

Superintendent of the Pittsburg Coal
Company's mines, along the Mononga-

hela Valley, were ordered to remove
shoes from the mine mules and turn
the animals out to pastures.

It was reported that the Seaside
shingle mill will operate with a full
union crew, paying the scale, Thurs-
day morning, June 15th.

The Lilley Coal and Coke Company

posted notices to the effect that if the

employes persisted in their strike un-
til Wednesday they would be locked

out and their places filled.Brother Stratton of the Carpenters
was elected to represent the stock of
the Labor Journal on the board of
control.

A few fireworks. Nobody hurt.
That's all.

ORGANIZED LABOR MUST
SAVE INITIATIVE BILLS

By E. P. Marsh, President State Federation of Labor
year they furnished 4S per cent of our
referendum signatures. This year the
farmers are up against a registration
law with which they are unfamiliar:
up against officials who do not want
them to register; up against a com-
bination of circumstances that makes
it impossible for them to carry their
share of the burden of signature pro-
curing.

Little blobs of ink spots,

Little puffs of wind.
Made "our Teddy" famous

While the nation grinned.

rectly affect you. It may be possible
you do not like one or more of the

measures. That doesn't alter the fact
that this program was approved by

labor, in a convention representative
of the organized labor movement of
the entire state. It is your legislative

program: the stigma of failure will
attach to the organized labor move-
ment as a whole, not to individuals.

Nor is it alone in the farming com-
munities where the fine Italian hand
of the opposition is seen. In one big
mill plant our circulars found the
registration books in the hands of a
bookkeeper or clerk for the mill com-
pany. This company was opposed to
the bills, and this officer was not do-
ing anything to assist registration of
the employees, to say the least. In
other cases we have evidence of co-
ercion being used by large corpora-
tions, the threat of discharge being
held over the heads of the workmen
if they dared to sign the petitions.

When you can see plainly the na-
ture of the opposition, which is calling
into play every conceivable trick to

prevent these bills going upon the
ballot, from downright coercion to
court injunction process, you ought to

be fighting mad. You have a duty to
!perform, and you haven't done it until

|you register and sign these initiative
;petitions and ask your friends and
neighbors to do the same.

What are you union people in the
cities going to do about it? You or-
ganized workmen need not fear in-
timidation nor discharge, because you
have protection in your organization.

Are you going to allow the corpora-

tions and standpat politicians to get

away with the game they are playing,

|or are you going to get out and work
like the dickens to put these bills on

Ithe ballot? The answer rests with
you. and you have but a few short
weeks left to make good in.

Organized labor can make good in
Yet there are many of you who have
not even registered yet. Perhaps you
cannot see where these measures di-

this fight: it must make good if

Direct Legislation is to be saved to

the peopln of this state

MAKE EIGHT-HOUR RULING

YVilkes-Barre, Pa .?District Presi-

dent Kennedy of the United Mine

Workers' Union has won his point

that the recent agreement between

anthracite operators and their em-
ployes does not mean that mules shall

be harnessed ami cared for by drivers
after eight hours' work in the mines.
Much unrest in this section has been
caused by the operators' refusal to
pay for this work The conciliation
board sustains the miners and hMdl
that the agreement calls for eight
hours of actual labor at the working
place Extra men must be provided
to care for the mules or pay the
drivers an additional wage for this
work

FEDERAL REPORT SHOWS
MANY STRIKES WERE WON

According to a statement of the Do
parttnent of I-abor. strikes ami lock
outs throughout the I'nited states

have been unusually numerous. The
last six months produced 1,041, and in
April alone there were 268 Most of
the April strikes, the report says,
were due to the demand for labor to
fill war orders Decreases in immi-
gration have brought about a labor
shortage, although immigration is now
picking up

It is stated that the largest number
of the strikes have been in the metal
trades in many states. More than
half were In New York, Massachusetts,
Pennsylvania and Ohio April strikes
involved about .100.000 workers.

STATE CAPITOL NEWS
Olympia, Junp 15. ?Police measures

have been adopted by the board of!
control to protect inmates of the state j
reformatory for girls at Grand Mound
from further annoyance by outsiders.
Until recently no man was employed
about the Institution, the girls and
their instructors doing the farm work
and getting along happily. The ap-
pearance of a male face at a window
one night caused the board to employ
a night watchman, who patrols the
reformatory with orders to shoot, if
needful, to protect the institution.

In reply to recent rumors that
charges of cruelty against the reform-
atory management had been ignored,
W. H. Cochran, of the state board of
control, made the following statement:

No. 69

"No girl has ever been struck or has
received corporal punishment in any
form since the opening of this school.
Corporal punishment is prohibited at
this institution, and it is libel upon
the superintendent and lady employes
for any one to make such a state-
ment."

carried a balance of 1392,296

| As a more interesting and effective

: means of demonstrating what is being
accomplished in mechanical and other

| training at the state institutions, the
board of control has decided to sub-
stitute moving picture films for the
usual exhibits of handiwork at the
Yakima state and the interstate fairs.
The board will use 3,000 feet of film,
which will show the inmates at work

lin the institutions, administration op-
eration, sports and in general a sur-
vey of all such activities that will

| amount to an actual visit for those
who are either directly or indirectly
interested in how the state managed

; those committed to its care. The
films will run at the fairs in hour
periods, accompanied by such ex-
planations as are necessary. Later
they will be shown at the 12 state
institutions from which they are
taken and then probably will make
the circuit of moving picture houses.
The course is designed as educational
on the modern plan with a view to
arousing closer and more sympathetic
public co-operation in the work of
remedying human defects or caring
for the unfortunate. ,*

? ? ?

Governor Lister has recently been
a guest at farmers' picnics in Whit-
man county and participated in the
opening exercise* of the west Oka-
nogan irrigation project. He was also
on the program for the state conven-
tion of the grange held at Burlington.

A double application of the railroad
demurrage rule has been procured by
the public service commission in an
action before the superior court of
Thurston county, which is the pre-
liminary court for all state cases. Rail-
roads are prompt as a rule in collect-
ing demurrage charges from shippers

who exceed a fixed period in unload-
ing cars. Under statutory authority
the commission established what is
called reciprocal demurrage, under
which the shipper is entitled to collect
$1 per day as demurrage from the
railroad company for non-delivery of
cars to a loading point six days after

they are ordered. The Milwaukee
road resisted this charge on a com-
plaint by the Schlaefer Warehouse Co.
of Rosalia, the claim amounting to $67.
Judge Wright upholds the commis-
sion, which is of considerable value
to grain and other shippers if a sim-
ilar view of the rule is taken by the
supreme court, as a means of com-
pelling the companies to furnish cars
when they are needed to move crops.

The new industrial insurance com-
mission, which assumed office June 1.
has already made several important
changes in administration methods of
the department. As one of the safe-
guards against the passing of any
more fraudulent accident claims from
county road work, the commission now
requires the approval of one member
of the board of county commissioners

|in addition to that of the road fore-
man. tMost of the Oillies frauds were
forged on alleged county road pay-
rolls. By requiirng the approval of a
county commissioner of claims an of-
ficial assurance of validity is given
by the county.

In further protection of the reserve
| fund the insurance commission has
required affidavit reports of physical
condition every three months from
pension fund beneficiaries Payments
will be held at the office until such
reports are received. The commis-

! Rion has also suspended cash advances
in excess of monthly payments due
beneficiaries, except in cases where
an advance would save the beneficiary
from sacrificing property.

By the latest report of the industrial
insurance commission a total of $6.-
--132,273 has been paid into the fund in
the four years industrial insurance
has been in force in this state, this
amount coming from contributing em-
ployers. Out of it $3,892,407 has been
paid out on injury claims and $2.045.-
--422 in pensions to dependents of

workingmen killed in employment.
Through remarriage of dependent

widows $233,125 has returned to the
fund that otherwise would have been
paid out. The accident fund on June 1

WASHINGTON NOTES

Bellingham.?There has been a
steady improvement for organized la-

bor in the way of wages, namely, 10
to 20 per cent, and the outlook is good
for plenty of work in all crafts.
Shingle weavers are doing fine work
All union men have steady employ-

ment. Unorganized workers have low
wages. Cnion people are demanding

the label. A building trades council
is under way.?J. H. Gillum.

North Yakima. ?Employment now is
much better than last year. Without
strike, painters secured an increase to

50 cents per hour. Electrical workers
have had trouble with one shop, em-
ployers refusing to live up to con-
tract. A union of plumbers is under
way.?X. Maurer

Seattle. - Teamsters. chauffeurs.
electrical workers, steam engineers
and others are reporting increases in
membership A laundry, owned by
organized labor, is doing nicely and
increasing laundry workers' orcaniza
Hon Butchers are making big gains

We have now a 9 o'clock closing Sat
unlay nights. New booster commit
tee is working in conjunction with
Card and Label League and doing ex-i
cellent work. Tunnel workers recent-
ly organized. -B. Hesketh.

Fight More Pay
for Laborers

Congressmen. Drawing $25 a Day.
Horrified at Plea to Give Workers

25-Cent Increase

Washington ?Twenty-five $2r;-a-day
"representatives of the people" voted
against increasing the wages of the
street laborers in the District of Co-
lumbia from $1.50 to $1.75 a day dur-
ing the consideration of the wage
schedule of the District of Columbia
appropriation bill, now before the
House of Representatives.

The House of Representatives qual-
ifies as a sort of a common council
wage hoard to determine the price
paid by the government for the labor
power required to perform the munici-
pal work in the District of Columbia.

The interest taken by the Common
Council in such important working
class matters as a wage scale for
street laborers was well illustrated
by the attendance of representatives
during the wage-scale consideration.

Out of a total membership of the
Common Council of 434. 58 of the $25-
--a-day solons were on the job. and 3"ti
were absent.

i One of our captains of industry
says: "Kxercise in the garden is bet-
ter than in a gymnasium " Taken in
the right quantities that is doubtless
true, but the fellow who is compelled

Ito exercise in the garden to earn a
living always gets an oversupply of it.
.while the person who exercises in the
gymnasium gets just the right amount
This explains the difference between
the muscle-bound gardener and the
supple athlete

The Methodist Episcopal Confer-
ence refused to recognize organised .
labor, but it Is busy sending prohi-
bition literature to labor papers for
publication A statement in this lit-
erature says: "The conference knew
what it wanted and was not in the
humor to tolerate cheap labor huck-
stering propagandists.
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