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ASSASSINATED! V GOOD SUBJECT FOR
UNIONS TO DEBATE |

The saddest tragedy that has oc-

curred in this state for many years

happened in Olympia on last Thurs-

day afternoon, when E. W. Olson,

chairman of the Industrial Insurance
Commission, was shot to death by-

John Van Dell. Van Dell, a logger,

it appears had been receiving state

aid on account of an injury received

while plying his vocation. The phy-

sicians had pronounced him cured of

his injuries and he had been notified
by Mr. Olson that under the law his

benefits would cease. Van Dell, evi-
dently* brooding over imaginary in-

justice done to him, made threats, and

at 1:36 p. m. last Thursday carried
those threats into execution, shooting

Commissioner Olson three times,

causing almort instant death.

In the death of E. W. Olson the

state loses one of its most conscien-

tious and efficient officers, his fam-

ily a loving husband and father, and

the community an upright citizen

whose courage and moral standard

should be emulated by all.

THE AMERICAN
TIMRERWORKER

The Journal has received the third

number of "The American Timber-
worker," the organ of the newly or-
ganized International Union of Timber
workers, published at Aberdeen. The
paper says editorially:

"Now brothers of the International
Union of Timber Workers, let us do
for the logging camps and sawmills,
what the United Mine Workers union
has done for the coal miners' camps.

We certainly have a field to work in."
There are about 10,000 men employ-

ed in the lumbering industry in the
Gray's Harbor country.

Friday and Saturday

Mabel Taliferro
?in?

"A Wife By
Proxy"

Sunday. Monday. Tuesday

BLANCHE SWEET

"The Evil's
Eye"

Wednesday and Thursday

IRENE FENWICK
and

OWEN MOORE

?in?

"The Girl
Like That"

Princess

OLYMPIA. Jan. 29.?A one-house
legislature of fifteen members who
shall meet annually is proposed in a

bill by Senator Cornwell, which was
introduced in the senate this morn-
ing.

The bill proposes an amendment
to the state constitution, recasting

the provisions for the use of the
people"s power to inTtiate and refer
bills and changing completely the
present system of apportioning rep-

resentation in the legislature.
It is required that a census of the

state be taken in 1925, after which
there shall be a new apportionment.
Until the new cenus is taken the rep-
resentation in the legislature will be
three members from each of the five
congressional districts.

In 1920 the fifteen members willbe
elected for terms of two, four and six
years, and every two years thereafter
one-third of the legislature will be
elected.

Members of the legislature will er-

'ceive $3,000 a year salary and they
are required to meet annually.

Attention is called to the advertise-
ment headed "The Frame-up System"
on this page. All persons wishing to

contribute anything in small or large
amounts to a worthy cause may hand

! the same to R. H. Mills at the Labor
Temple. The International Workers

:Defense League having this matter
in hand is composed of delegates from
trades unions, more than forty of them
of San Francisco.

?THE PRIMITATIVE CALL"

As a rule in moving pictures, it is
the Indian who tricks the white man.

In William Fox's new photoplay,
"The Primitative Call' the situation
has been reversed, this time the white

; man tricks the Indian, but he does so
! through the medium of a white girl,

| Betty Malcom. Betty is played by
I Gladys Coburn, and Fritz Leiber takes
) the part of the Indian, Brain Elkhorn.
'\u25a0 Brain has known Betty in the East
while he was in college. He meets

jher again when she comes West to
help her father put through a land
deal with Brain's father. Lured on
by the wiles of the girl, Brain tells
his father to sign the deed. But when
he finds that he has been playing
a game he takes her prisoner and
makes her work as a squaw in the

i encampment until he thinks she has
worked out her penance. "The Primi-

| tive Call" is the attraction at the
Star for Sunday and Monday.

The Biological Survey has found
that a number of ducks around Great
Salt Lake, Utah, were suffering from
lead poisoning as a result of swallow-
ing the shot present in large quanti-
ties about the shooting stations and
blinds.

Subscribe for the Labor Journal
and read things of interest to work-
ingmen and women.

i We have a repair shop In connec-
tion wrth store and have an eipert se-
oair man In charge of same. Wa
make a specialty of repairing motor-
cycles, bicycles, typewriters, cuk
registers, guns and revolvers. Ws
rlso do lock, safe and key work. Tola*
ihons and we will call for your work
md return same when repaired at
Arthur A. Bully's Sporting Goods sad
hardware Store. Both Phones Tl.
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Good Night, My Friend, Good Night
By E. P. MARSH

President Washington State Federation of Labor

The tragic death of E. W. Olson, chairman of the In-
dustrial Insurance Department, tears at the heartstrings of
every trade unionist in this state, and we share a common
grief with the citizenship of this state. I cannot believe yet
that it is true that the man whom Iknew and loved will greet
me no more with the hearty handclasp of affection. Death
is a cruel leveler. It tears at the roots of affection, caring
naught for rich or poor, emperor or peasant, public official
or private citizen.

Iwas literally stunnel, as were thousands of his friends,
at the sudden news. It was but a few short hours before I
had left him in his office in the capitol building, his time
taken with the heavy burdens of his office, but not too busy
to give a kindly word to a friend. He had been a busy man
up to the hour of his death. His colleague, Mr. Wilson, was
absent from his duties owing to the death of his daughter,
while the third commissioner, Mr. Gill,was absent from the
city on departmental duties. Brother Olson was doins the
work for the time being of the entire commission at Olym-
pia, and doing it faithfully. He was discussing the work of
the commission with a gentleman who had called for infor-
mation when the hand of the assassin struck him and sent
him without warning into the presence of his Maker. The
news spread quickly about the city, but we couldn't believe
he was dead; we wouldn't believe it.

But few men in the state had a more personal acquaint-
ance with Brother Olson than myself. He as the head of
the state labor department, and I as executive head of the
State Federation of Labor, were thrown in constant touch.
1 learned to admire, respect and love him as I have but few
men in this life. lie was always so square, so white, in his
dealings with men. I never knew him to do a dishonest
thing, to take an unfair advantage. It is a tribute to the
splendid character of the man that the employing class of
this state, many of whom felt the official displeasure of his
office because of some law violation, respected him and be-
lieved in him.

Ed gave his life to the task of improving the surround-
ings of the toilers, particularly that class who were illy paid,
least favored of society. There was a time during his of-
ficial career when for over a year he was a sick man, scarce-
ly able to attend to his duties, yet he would not give up,
would not spare himself.

My friend and your friend is gone. The sympathy of
the trade union movement of the state of Washington goes
out in this hour of affliction to his immediate family, to
those who knew and loved him best, who must walk without
him through the onward stretching years. For many a year
they will hear his cheery call when morning dawns; feel his
presence in all the home surroundings throughout the day;
see his face in the flickering firelight when the shades of
night draw down. God give them strength and comfort
them.

Brother Olson died as he would like to have died, with
the harness of public service on. If in that distant realm
which ere long will claim us all he can send a message back
to us, I know it will be this: "Take up the burden of ser-
vice for the common good; don't falter in the fight." He
lived the gospel of service; he died its victim.

Good night, my friend, good night.

THE HIGH COST
OF LIVING

j John L. Samsel, the writer of this
!article will contribute "stories" of

' interest on live topics from time to
time.
To the editor of the Labor Journal:

A mighty few questions have at-

tracted more interest of the people
;of this country than the high cost of
living. It touches the most tender

;spot in the human anatomy, the stom-
; ach. It has been said by some one
that the easiest and surest way of

>reaching people is through their stom-

| ach and the effect of high prices of
food and wrinkled bellies prove the

'adage. Almost every article we use
has kited skyward within the last few

jyears, and stuck there, or is still go-

jing up. The poor people, always the
first to feel the baneful effect of
high prices, low wages or slack times,

:felt its effect first and keenest of all.
Their suffering has increased as prices

1have gone up until now it is hard, In-
;deed, for a poor man to earn enough
by steady work to support his family
in the very commonest necessaries of
life. Now the great fairly well-to-
do middle class have commenced to
feel its effect. Civic organizations in
almost every city are groping for a

; solution, and seeking to fix the blame
for prices. Womens' clubs are boy-
coting this or that article of food
stuffs. Congress has a committee
trying? to get at the seat of the
trouble, and in the meantime every-
body is damning conditions that per-

mit it, and hope a solution will be
found and applied soon.

High prices are not entirely new to
us. Spasmodically the public has been
held up before but not on such a
gigantic scale as now. Prices of one
commodity or another have soared be-
fore, only to lower to normal prices
after the public had been filched of
millions. If you will remember, the
prices have always gone up after the
bulk of wheat, corn, or other articles
have left the hands of the producer
and are in the hands of the middle-, men. Usually, after one of these

? wholesale robberies, some sort of an
| effort, though mighty feeble, was, made by the authorities to learn the
I muse of it all and fix the blame and
r punish the authors of it. But these
?' efforts have usually "died a bornin' "; a liberal application of whitwash was

made, the public interest subsided
I and the incident forgotten. Occasion-

sequently the estimated loss is added
to the selling price, and the retail
merchant who "keps afloat" pays for
the one that goes broke. And so it
is with the retailer and his customers.

Our courts, too, makes high prices
possible. The courts hold that a man-
ufacturer, for instance of breakfast
foods (I believe it was) can sell his
goods and in the contract of sale fix
a price below which the purchaser of
the article cannot sell. If he does, he

'is liable to be hailed into court and
restrained from any more like sales
and made to pay damages. And as I
understand it, a company putting out
flour, meats, and any other article
we eat, or that we use, can fix the

; retail price on what he has to sell, and
leaves it with the big dealers. I un-

< dertake to say that no retailer in Ev-
erett dare sell a sack of flour or a

jcarton of breakfast food below the
jprice fixed by the wholesaler without
jrunning the risk of being refused an-
other order for goods. And the worst

Jof it all is that the retailer's per cent
jof the profit is no higher than before
the raise.

I Since the producer gets little more
ithan he did two years ago, with few
exceptions, for what he produces, and
the consumer pays so much more for
what he uses than he did a couple or
three years ago, it logically follows
that somewhere along the route that

| those articles travel after they leave
] the hands of the producer and before
| they reach the consumer, somebody
,is taking too heavy toll. Somebody
;is adding too much to the first price,
;and we have to pay it all, and that
; makes the unusally high prices we
pay today. And here is right where

1the trouble is. Either there are too
jmany middle men, each taking a legit-
imate toll or a few that are taking

'more than l ight ought to allow. So, much for the reasons of high prices;
the remedy is the important thing to

| find, and then to apply it. And in
Solving the question there is but one
thing to consider and that is what

'is best for the majority. Individual
irights, always, should yeild to that
of the majority.

In the first place, the rule permitt-
ing big dealers to fix the minimum
selling prices should be set aside by
our legislature so long as individuals

| are in the wholesale business, and
there is no control of those companies

;by the state. That will leave the
field open to competition to all alike
and on an equality. This would permit
competition in marketing groceries

iand other goods, the same as there
is today in other markets. If this is

p.lly the state or Federal authorities
"nailed" some one, and after a long
and expensive trial a conviction would
he secured, the criminal placed in pris-
on, and promptly pardoned. For as
most people look at it (if it does not
effect them) any one has the right to
make all he can out of the line of
business that person happens to fol-
low regardless of the injury and
wrong it may do the public, or the in-
dividual. Until the public mind
changes there need be little hope of
conditions being permanently made
better.

A number of causes combine to
make prices high. One is the war in
Europe, rather it is more a reason
for high prices than a cause. It furn-
ishes an excuse for men who are deal-
ing in quantities of food stuffs to
raise the prices. The credit system
is another reason for prices being
higher than they should be. Every
big dealer who sells on time, knows
by experience, about what per cent of
his customers willfail in a year, and
what per cent his loss willbe. Con-
not a success then the next step will
be to control the middle mens' profits,
and in case that fails, the final and
ultimate remedy will be municipal
ownership and control of wharehouses
and cold storage plants, and all food
stuffs without profit to the state.

I believe that open competition in
the sale of any article today will
prove ruinous to the merchants,
wholesalers and retailers, and manu-
facturers, alike, unless all are on a
cash basis. And there need be little
hopes of such a condition to exist; so
we must look to some other way out.
That is for the state or government
to control the prices, rather, the pro-
fits on goods. Such an arrangement
ought to make cheaper prices, and of
course would reduce the profits of the
middlemen. But it would inure to the
benefit of the whole people even if it
was not especially prifitable to a few,
and would prove a blessing to all
alike.

If these remedies are not the way
to solve the question, municipally
owned and operated wharehouses, are
well as other articles in wholesale lots
inevitable, that handle foodstuffs as
without any profits. This will insure
a cash basis for all business to be
done on, and enable the small grocer-
man and all retailers to sell cheaper
to their customers than ever before.
Again, if the retailers attempt to put
the prices up as the big dealers are
doing now, we can spank them and
make them behave; we can't, it seems
deal that way with the big men.
Things will move rapidly within the
next few years, if there is no change
in present conditions. Sugar coated
makeshifts willbe tolerated for a time
but in the end, will only insure drastic
remedies that few of us now expect.
The people will get relief or will
take the job of handling and distrib-
uting all food stuffs, without profits,
to the consumers.

JOHN SAMSEL.
Everett, Wash., January 31, 1917.

A JOLLY VISITOR

Last Monday afternoon Bro. A.
Johannsen, General Organizer of the
International Brotherhood of Carpen-
ters anl Joiners of America came
over from Seattle with President
Brown of the International Shingle
Weavers. At a special meeting of the
local Shingle Weavers Union Bro.
Johannsen delivered a most interest-
ing and instructive address, sparkling
with wit and humor. It seemed as
though the sun was shining in Seattle
and Bro. Johannsen brought the sun-
shine with him. Everybody who met
him wishes him to return and stay
longer. Bro. Johannsen and Bro.
Brown left late in the afternoon re-
turning to Seattle.

THE MITCHELL HOTEL

Manager F. McElroy, who has the
Mitchell Hotel under a five years
lease, is having a number of altera-
tions made. Among them is the cut-
ting of an entrance from the hallway
into the large store-room to the west-
ward, which will be fitted up as a
lobby. The present lobby will be
used for a writing room, the building
will also be repapered and repainted.

SHINGLE WEAVERS
ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Local No. 2 I. S. W. U. held its
semi-annual election last Sunday, re-
sulting as follows:

President, Grant Bogan.
Vice-President, Matt Heffernan.
Recording Secretary, M. J. Hoffner.
Financial Secretary and Business

Agent, Wm. Martin.
The new officers were installed at

the meeting Monday night.

Trunks, Ladies' Handbags, Leather
Goods and Repairing at Everett
Trunk Factory, 2815 Rockefeller.

Subscribe for the Labor Journal
and read things of interest to work-
ingmen and women.

Try "BLUE RIBBON" Cigar, sc.

EVERY GIRL
who works for a live-

lihood should see
"THE LIBERTINE"

ADULTS

25c

Friday, February 9, 1917.

8 DAYS STARTING SUNDAY, FEB. 11th

THE LIBERTINE
With the Bis Star

John Mason
AS THE MAN

Alma Hanlon
AS THE GIRL

SEE
the snares, pitfalls,

temptations and traps
that await you.

THE LIBERTINE
the man who can afford
to play the game while
his victims bear the bur-
den of shame alone.

CHILDREN

15c
The Hayes

Independent Table Supply
?^ at H°yt B,ack 726 > Sunset 722
EVERYTHING TO EAT?AT PRICES THAT ARE RIGHT

The Cleanest and Most Sanitary Market in the City
ALL UNION HELP EMPLOYED?ASK FOR THE CARD

Choice Sirloin Steaks, 15c
Beef Pot Roasts 12 l-2c and 14c

HOLLAND BUTTER STOREggg. m- 40c
Honey, Quart Jars
Peanut Butter, lb 7,
Special Coffee, lb '. '. \ [

HOME BAKERY SPECIAL FOR SATURDAY
Scotch Scones ,A ,
Scotch Tea 8i5cuit5.........'....:."'1£
Saver Kraut, 2 qts ZZZZZZTT "

15<;
Downtown Headquarters for the Famous 1.8.C. Products

nn?I h
o, G^Ce 7 DePartment Is the cleanest in the city and theprices are the lowest.

Everything to Eat?At Prices That Are Right

The Independent Table Supply
IND. 726, SUNSET 722 HEWITT AND HOYT

The Frame-Up System
The terrible story complete

of the
SAN FRANCISCO BOMB

and the attempt to railroad to the gallows the
labor enemies of the

UNITED RAILROADS
Falsification of photographs, efforts to pro-

cure perjury and how they 6
were exposed.

HANDSOMELY ILLUSTRATED
Retail at 10c per copy;

20 copies for $1.00
Written by Robert Minor. Published by InternationalWorkers' Defense League, 210 Russ Building! San Fmndsco!
AllProfits Go to Save Five Unionists from

the Gallows

STAR
SUNDAY?MONDAY

"The Primitive Call"
With

GLADYS COBURN
Story of a girl's adventures

ALSO A COMEDY
10c and 5c


