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MINIMUM WAOB OF $8.!)() NOT
ENOUGH, SAY COM

MISSIONERS

Men Say You; Women Say No.

Last Friday evening there wiib a
conference In oiyni|>ta of three ton
dry owners, three laundry iilrli anil
three representatives of the capitalist

i'lhrh generally, met to determine just
what la the lowest oost or living of

laundry girls. If the cost of living Ih
high; then the compensation of wage-

ilavei must be relatively high. The
five men on the conference voted for
)i),B0 a week m the cost of maintain-
ing female laundry workorß. The tour
women of the conference said "no,"
and Hi" minimum wage cotntnlHslon

\s ihe census report Justl) observes
"The number of wage earners and the

added b) manufacture are. on
the whole, a heller measure of the

Ive Importance of manufacturing
Industries than the gross valut ol
products, in some Industries the vain"
of the materials used constitute bj in

part of the total value of
products, the manufacturing pro
Involving the addition of onlj a small
amount of labor oost and other ex
peases and of manufacturer's profit to

tht cost of the material." Again: "All
duplications, as well as the original

value of materials, arc eliminated In
the figures for value added by manu-
facture. TbiS value OOVerS salaries
and wages winch represent over one

hair of the total, overhead oha
pn elation, interest, taxes and oilier
expenses attendant upon the manu-
facturing operations, as well as the
profits of the undertaking."

The value added b] manufacture In
ISM (or 1549) was $454 per worker

and the difference betweeu the wages
paid and this added value was $J:!7.
In 1910 (or 19091 the value added by
the worker was J1.259, and the differ-
ence lictween this amount and his
wage was $771?an increase of 3:ii per
cent since ISSO. This is progressive
prosperity for the "progressives" and
"conservatives" alike.

The fact is that the wage-worker
gets merely the price of his labor
power, the cost of his "keep" like any
other work animal, and under pro-
gressive or conservative rule, he will
derive no substantial benefit from the
"unparalleled prosperity" of "the peo-
ple." The wage worker can look under
capitalism only for a "progressive"
decrease in his share of the product of
his own toil. The apparent increase
in wages merely reflects the increase
in the cost of the wage slave's prov-
ender. This is the bitter lesson of the
thirteenth century census report on
manufactures. The table below, based
upon figures derivable from the gov-
ernment census, affords splendid cam-

paign material for intelligent wage-

workers:

WORKERS NOT ROBBED BY
HIGH COST OF LIVING.

The average wage-earner is not hurt

by the high cost of living, but by the

competition for jobs, there being more "willing workers always than the capi-

talist system can employ. Hut the,
limit of competition for jobs on the
basis of a living wage and none can
work long for less than the cost of

self-maintenance ?is set by the aver-
age cost of living. The wage scale
follows approximately the curve of the
cost of living. So a low-cost of living(
would simply mean a relatively low
wage, not more "savings" for the
wage slave.

We may see then that the workers
are poor not because of what they 'SPEND, but because of what they \
DON"! GET. The robbery tak.'s place j
in the pay-envelope, not in the stores
or saloons. ;

With every advance in the develop- \u25a0
ment of machinery unemployment has
increased, and the worker is year by !
year able to purchase less and less of
the product of his own labor.

An examination of the reports of the

United States Census Bureau shows
that there is a glaring inequality be-'
tween the average value of the work- \u25a0
ers' products and the average wages

paid.
In 1850 the average wage was $247.

and the value of the product per work-

er was $Sl2. The difference between
the wages paid and the value of the
produce was therefore but $565. In
1910 (or 1909) the average wage was
$518, and the value of the produce at
the factory door was $3,124 per work-
er, a difference of $2,606 between the
wages received and the value of the

product
Statistics showing the continual in

crease in the value of product per
worker do not make the exact amount
of this "progressive" robbery of the
v,cge slave apparent, owing to the in-
creasing cost of material. But there

is another way by which the approx-

imate rate of robbery can be shown.

aid "no," declaring that "Investi-
gation hai revealed the fad thai $8.80
la ~,,i sufficient for \u25a0 woman to main
tain herself In health and comfort."

Those who voted for the *s BO wage

u ,l-,. \i,'\ i: n McQlnnls, Tacoma;
Judge E. M, Day, Belllngham; Prank
Nixon of ik- Raymond steam Laundry,

Raj mond; W, J, Doust of the Cascade
Laundry, Spokane, and v Jacobaen of
the Rainier Laundry, Seattle.

\u25a0| nose «ho \ oted against n were;

Mrs if C. McCredle of Sunnyslde,

president of the State Federation of
Women's clubs, and t"hree laundry

workers Mlsi Johanna Hilts and
Mrs. Hilda O'Connor, or s<finie. and
Mrs. Julia \. Wilson or Bpokane.

Borne 28 to 30 laundytnen had come
to Olympla to roach their represen-
tatives, They caucused tin 1:80 In
the morning Thursday, and with them
the object of the minimum ware law
was Interpreted to mean: "What >:
the Irreducible minimum upon which a
girl can exist from week to week""

a capitalist daily reported one phase

ol the proceedings thusly:
The girls allowed themselves 10

cents a day for oar fare, or $3t> a rear.
Nixon went as low M $20 on this

item.
Miss nuts estimated ?t s year for

petticoats.
NiXOD wouldn't allow DON than $2.
Two of tits girls went as high as

$12.50 per year for hats, and Miss
Hilts came down to $10.

Still Nixon wouldn't allow more
than $8.

The girls asked $10 a year for

amusements.
Nixon allowed but $D.
And then came the question of room

and board.
Nixon was again low.

He allowed $2 a week for meals and

$1.50 for room.
The other two employers were more

generous. They allowed fiO ce&ts itiore.

It was five minutes to 12, noon, Fri-

day.

Mrs. O'Connor, who already gets

more than the minimum law is ex-
pected to giro the girls, was pleading,
nevertheless, for her sisters slaving at

the mangle.

"Do you know what it means to eat

on $2 a week?" she asked Nixon.

"Three meals a day, 21 meals a week.

It means less than 10 cents a meal.
Have you ever eaten a 10-cent meal?"

Nixon said he had.
Nixon pulled his watch out. of his

pocket. It. was noon, and it was time

for the conference to recess for lunch.
Nixon took a straight course to

1850 1860 1870 1880 1890 1900 1910

$247 $288 $302 $346 $444 $437 $518
812 1438 1648 1965 2204 2450 3124

565 1150 1346 1619 1760 2013 2606

484 651 679 721 990 1025 1289

237 363 377 375 546 588 771
From these eloquent figures the

boargeotl spellbinders can derive no

"thunder" for the campaign. They

prove conclusively that the wage-
workers are being robbed year by year
of a greater and greater portion of the
wealth they produce, leaving them
poorer relatively to their productive

powers, than at any other time In the
history of the world.

CALLS ADULT ILLITERACY
OF COUNTRY DISGRACEFUL
Washington. -American'! adult il-

literacy described as a national dis-
grace, can be wiped out by the time
the next federal census is taken if the
work is undertaken at once, according
to Dr. P. P. Claxton, United States
commissioner of education. This as-

sertion is made in connection with an
appeal by the commissioner for an ap-
propriation by congress of $10,000 with

Which to eradicate illteracy in this

country.

"We now have," declared Dr. Clax-
ton, "more than 5,000,000 illiterate men
and women and many millions barely

able to read and write. This Illiter-
acy is a burden and a menace to state

and nation. It. costs the country at
1600,000 every year. An appro

priatlon of 110,000 would make M pos-

sible to begin the work of wiping out
this national disgrace and the co-
operation of the states, school officers
and educational associations would he
such thai after 1920 we would be able

to show practically a dean slate."

Cruel Cholly "When 1 was a boy,

you know, the doctor said If I didn't
top smoking cigarettes I would be-

come feebleminded." ,
Miss Keen "Well, why didn't you

stop?"- Boston Transcript,

WANTED!
Three hundred readers to pledge

themselves to purchase 50c worth of

sub. cards each month for three
months. This means progress for
Socialism and needed support for the
Washington Socialist. WHO'LL BE

THE FIRST ON THIS PLEDGE?

Average wage

Value of product per worker
Difference between average wage and

value of produce
Value added to raw material by aver-

age worker in manufacture
Difference between wages paid and

value added by manufacture

STUDY OF CRIME.

There was introduced in the house

of representatives on January 7, "a

bill to establish a bureau for the study

of the criminal, pauper and defective

classes." It was introduced by Con-

gressman Taggart, of Kansas, appar-
ently by request of an organization
devoted to "study of man."

The bill creates some salaried of-

fices, the incumbent of which will
study criminals as though they were
of a different species than the rest of

us.
One feels templed on observing sug-

gestions of that kind to inquire wheth-

er it would not be a good idea to cre-
ate a commission to study the "crimi-
nologists" and learn why they do not

see that existing economic conditions
have more to do with crime than any

abnormal Characteristics of criminals.

Nine criminals out of ten are vl<
of circumstance*. Nine men out of
ten who are not criminals would be,
had they in en placed In the environ-
ment and been subjected to the cir-
cumstances in whirb existing crim-
inals have been produced.

With conditions such that all can

not honestly earn their living, some
will resort to dishonesty in preference

to starvation or beggary. Fear of pov-
erty will drive many to crime who are

not suffering from actual need. Very

few of these are abnormal creatures.
Quite the contrary. A man must be

abnormal who will abstain from crime

in spite of necessity.

Instead of bills creating commissions
to study the existing evils, whal is

needed is a bill to apply knowledge

already acquired toward removing the
cause of poverty. If our legislators

could be induced to do that, crime

would be reduced to a minimum if it

did not actually disappear.

The average Russian day laborer

is said to have only about four cents

a year for spending money.

Doanw'B to eat
And when Miss Hilts and Mrs.

O'Connor reached the same place,!

later, Nixon was having his check
countersigned by Ihe cashier. Tlie
state allows the member* of the con-
ference their expense!.

AND NIXON'S VOUCHER FOR
ONE MEAL AMOUNTED TO $2.40

This is just 40 cents more for one
meal than Mr. Nixon was willing to

grant his wage-Slaves for a week's
board.

There will be another meeting called
about June 1.

o

WASHINGTON SOCIALIST

HERE WE ARE WITH A SIX
PAGE PAPER!

Now We'll Glvr You "All thr News
That's Fit io Print."

Everything A Man Needs
$1 Complete Shaving Outfit $1

10 ARTICLES 10
To advertise our Universal Shaving

iOutfit and Universal Products We will
for B limited lime, only, send tliiH well
worth .$:!.(Mi Shaving Outfit for $1.00.
wv si ii our produots to the oossumer
direct and therefore you save all
agents' profits Which as you know are
vitv large.

1 Hollow Ground Razor.
1 h Inch Lather Brush.
1 Hnzor Strop, Canvas Back.
1 Nickel Easel Back Mirror.
1 33 Inch Barber Towel.
1 Bar Shaving Soap.

1 Box Tnlcum Powder.
1 Decorated China Mug.
1 Aluminum Barber Comb.
1 Bristle Hair Brush.
Bach outfit paoked In neat, box

$1,00, Coin or Money Order, postage!
100 extra.

UNIVERSAL PRODUCTS CO.
Dayton, Ohio

\\iiii ihis iiiiiic i he Washington
i. the very active and Immortal

"iuini" of the deceased Common-
wealth, enters upon Its career ai i sis
pa \u25a0\u25a0 weekly, We shall need more and
more apace to prlnl the news of the
cliihh struggle, iinii io report the ever-

a mi actlvltlei of our now thoi
oughlj arou >'i Washington move
ment.

The comrade! In every nook and
corn ir of the Ei ci i*n Bn Btafc aii»

Hiinwiiij',by their ronowed Interesi and
heightened enthui itu m thai 111 >? \- have
rested on their <>;n-4 lons oi gh, nnd

that they are now di termlned to take
control "i the Bhlp of Btate In the mi-. reil of the working claii, and guide
v peedlly Into the haven of the Co-
oporal Ive Commonwealth,

aii iIgni point I" \u25a0 greal awakening
ni the workers, noi only <>r Hilh i tate,

but throughout the i ntire oountry, to
the realisation of the fact that none
of the old parties Is willing, or even
able, ti> pass any legislation, or admin-
Isti r the laws already In the statutes,
in the Interest of the wage-earnors.
They begin to undenitaiid now more
fullj that all capitalist parties exist
for the Bpeclal benefit of the capitalist
class, X'vcr was there a time when
sound economic teaching has b» d o
eagerly listened to as at the present

time of unemployment, government by

gunmen, and general bankruptcy of
the whole capitalist system,

our anawi r to the effort of the capl
taltst class ti> still one mouthpiece of
the exploited masses, the Common-
wealth, in the present sizpage Wash-
ington Socialist!

Comrades of Washington, keep up!
tin1' Kood work you have lieeii ilohiK
for the past five months; even do a
little aggressive campaigning for sub-
script ions, mid then BM what kind of

B paper we will give you in return for

your loyalty and co-operation. .11 "ST
WORK AND WATCH!

ON THE OTHER HAND!

We feel pretty good over the support
that we have ho far received. Hut, on

the other hand, we confess right here

iind now that we must depend abso-
lutely on our readers for the mainten-

ance of the Washington Socialist as a
six-page paper. We feel that if you \
did what you already have done for the
paper as it WAS, that you should

double your efforts for the six-page

paper. And we simply can't do the

full work of our party with less than
six pages.

So, comrades, it's up to you.

i inickci r.-isei Back Mirror.

1 33 Inch Darber Towel.
1 Bar Shaving Soap.

1 Box Tnlcum Powder.
1 Decorated China Mug.
1 Aluminum Barber Comb.
1 Bristle Hair Brush.
Bach outfit paoked In neat, box

$1,00, coin or Money Order, postage
100 extra.

UNIVERSAL PRODUCTS CO.
Dayton, Ohio

DR. K. I. KOBBERVIG
DENTIST

406-8 Commerce Bldg.
Phones: lad. 168, Hun. 436 !

rnrr i London "Tango" Necklace

I tltlC < "Evelyn Thaw" Bracelet

These two beautiful pieces of pop-
ular Jewelry are the craze among so-
ciety women in New York and the
largest Cities. They are neat and ele-
gant gold finished articles that will
gladden the heart, of every girl or
woman, no matter how young or old.
Very stylish and attractive.

Our Free Offer. We are advertising
Spearmint Chewing Gum and desire
to place a big box of this fine, health-

;ful gum into every home. It sweet-
ens the breath ?whitens the teeth and
aids digestion. It is refreshing and
pleasing to all. To every one sending
"us but 50c and 10 cents to cover
shipping costs we will ship a box of 20
regular 5c packages of the Spearmint
Gum and include the elegant,

"Tango necklace and "Evelyn Thaw"
This offer is for a short time only,

bracelet absolutely free.
; Not more than 2 orders to one party.
Dealers not allowed to accept this.

UNITED SALES COMPANY
Dayton, Ohio P. O. Box 101

The labor movement in the United
States and Canada embraces workers
in every line of human endeavor,

I there being enrolled no less than 2,-
--025,000 members In the various or-
ganizations.

Wife Scores ?"Why do you feed ev-
ery tramp who comes along? They
never do any work for you."

"No," said his wife, "but it is quite

| a satisfaction to me to see a man eat
B meal without finding fault with the j

; cooking. -Cincinnati Enquirer.

NOTHING TO DO WITH THE LARG-
ER EDITION.

The fact that the Washington So-

cialist was tiiken over by the com-
rades of Siiohomish county, last Sun-
day at the mas meeting, has nothing

to do with the. enlargement of the <
paper. The h!x pages had been de- j
cided upon already. And the county

committee, or the comrade! as a body,

have given no money aid to start us
out with as a party-owned press. Nor i
will they be railed upon to aisume ;
any debts. WK'RE NOT GOING TO 'INCUR ANY DEBTS. We're deter-j

Imined either to swim OP sink on a
strictly cash basis. If this paper isn't

worth the support of all red-card So- \u25a0
cialists of this state well, let's kill

it, or let it die a natural death. The j
paper can't be any better than the

rank and file or the party wish toI
make it. And the only way to make

it better is to support it bettor,

KTTSTLH BUBS. SEND IN YOUR

LOCAL ITK.MS. Boost! Knthuse!!
Work for the greater Washington So-

cialitt!!! !

$ PERSECUTED
CLOTHING

Men's Suits, $12 values, sale price $5.05
Men's Suits, $15 values, sale price $7.89
Men's Suits, $20 values $10.89

And bargains, every one of them.

WHOOP
Extra special bargain in Men's Suits. Prices were $9 and $10

on these. Choice of the lot $3.97

R.BRENNER & SON <£
1901-1903 HEWITT AVENUE #19

Look for Our Famous Red Sign

Thursday, Ma, 28, 1914.

Mill's half soles sewed or iV^^^-^y*^^
nailed, 75c Women's half solosl^nSsL^a n.
sewed op nailed, 50c. Ail rubber V %^heels, 40c. Union shop and we use N^ $s/>>~~?only eastern oak. Nobody uses any \l-'}j**^ ///u~ \
better. Everett Shoe Mfg. Co., if \', 2003 Hewitt, John Goldthorp, -^ X^ Ik 1^

I JARVIS"& JACKSON ]
* CLEAR HAVANA CIGARS IN ALL STAPLE AND FANCY SIZES ? )
t t

J WE BLEND TOBACCO TO SUIT YOUR TASTE %'ff.
J 1617 HEWITT AYE. EVERETT, WASH.,'
4 Independent 36 \

PASTIME
Amusement Parlors
FOR GOOD TIMES

Wetmore and Hewitt
Driesslein & Becker

i The New Canyon Wood Co.
\u25a0 And Keithly Fuel Co. Under On* Management

I Can now supply you with anything you want in either
|' coal or wood.

' A Trial Order Solicited
I Both Phones 37

A Store for Everybody
WE ARE OFFERING AT THIS TIME THESE VERY

EXCEPTIONAL PRICES ON-LAWN MOWERS
$5.00 12-inch Signet $3.49
$f.50 14-inch Signet ? $3.98
$7.00 14-inch Director, ball bearing $5.39
$7.50 16-inch Director, ball bearing $5.49
$13.25 15-inch Bartlett, ball bearing $8.98

NOW IS THE TIME TO BUY YOUR RANGE

$50.00 Peninsular Range $33.50
For $10.00 down and $10.00 per month we will place this

guaranteed Peninsular Range in your home.

Remember, we give 10% discount on all Bicycles purchased for cash

Curran Hardware Co.
HEWITT AND BROADWAY

: !

i Do you buy your j
I clothing of j

Edw. Wahl
\ If not, why i
| not?

| 1909 Hewitt |


