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The Struggle Abroad

GERMAN GOVERNMENT
SPURN SOCIALISTS

Socialists In Turn Spurn Only Rebel

In House
The Imperial German Chancellor
von Bethmann-Hollweg refused to

state positive terms of peace, in re-
ply to the demand made by the Ger-
man Socialists. -Instead, he made it
plain to a great gathering in the
Reichstag that any peace proposals
must come from Germany's enemies,

Carl Liebknecht, the radical Social-

ist, who refused to cast his vote for

war appropriations, attempted to in-
terrupt the Chancellor while he was
making his speech. He was howled
down by the crowd in the gallery.
CRITICIZES LIEBKNECHT

Dr. Landberg, Socialist, severely
condemned Liebknecht for attempt-
ing to interrupt the Chancellor.
said Liebknecht in no way represent-
ed the Socialist party.

Landberg was roundly
when he declared: '

“Every German of all classes,
cluding the working men, are unani-
mous that whosoever dares attempt
to cut even the smallest slice out of

cheered

the body of the German Empire will

meet with general German resistance
until it is taken out of his hands.”

ALLIES DISAGREE

NEW YORK.—The first possibility
of serious disagreements among the
allies is developing with the reluc-
tance of Great Britain to put forth a
major effort ‘o check the Teutons in
the Balkans.

The frequent war councils of the

allies, which recently have been oc-!

curring in France, are now seen to

have been due to differences of opin-|
icn concerning the importance of the!

| CONSCRIPTION IN

Ralkan .operations. . . it
The British have been for retlrlng
from the field, while the others, cer-!

tainly Russia and Serbia, are urging |

re-doubled resistance.
government may tell
since Slav interests are so seriously
threatened in the Balkans, Russia
ought to rescue them herself by buy-
ing a way through Roumania for her
new Slav armies.
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N.Z. IRISHMEN FLEE RATHER

THAN ENLIST
Conscription is virtually in force in
New Zealand Every ible-bodied
Irishman in the country w I1 have to
go to war.
‘his is the statement of P. T. O'-

leader of se

Sullivan,

dents of

venty Irish resi-
New Zealand who
and fled

co on the liner Moana to dodge

escaped

the country to San Francis-

con-
gcription othe
Irishmen
he

A group of sixty-five
escaped a few days earlier,
liner Niag

such

said; on the ara

“Conditions are now that ev-

ery man who can enlist hags to do so.
He is driven to it. Employers lay
off clerks or reduce wages. New
Zealand has promised to send 5000
recrvits every month.”
MORE PATRIOTISM

It is alleged that a Glasgow, Scot
land, householder was complaining to
the owner’s clerk about the increase
in her rent, and said she would not
pay it The clerk retorted: ‘“That’s
what my boss wants, because he can

get every house in hi properties
filled with Belgian refuges and the
city corporation to be sgecurity, and
also be at the expense of putiing the
houses in order.”

ITALIAN PARLIAMENT
STIRRED BY SOCIALISTS

ROME.—A tumult was provoked in

the Ttalian parliament when the So
cialist member, Enrico Ferri, made
a severe criticism of the govern
ment's war policy, demanding par
liamentary control of the nation’s
military expenditures.

It is admitted that the Ferri Incl-
dent is liable to lead to serious de-
velopments in the cabinet and par

liament,
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PLEDGE TO RESIST
CONSCRIPTION PLAN

British Soclialists Unite for Vigorous
Opposition to Government’s
Intentions
According to The
lL.eader, the opposition against con-
seription is crystalizing all over Eng-
land among the members of the Inde-
pendent Labor party. The Scottish
I. L. P. branches, in a conference at
| Glasgow, declared themselves unani-
mously opposed to conscription and
pledged the resistance of 10,000 mem-
bers against the measure, Lancashire
and Cheshire branches, also the Gor-
ton Trades and Labor council, the
inortheastern division of the party in
| Newcastle, and separate protest meet-
ings in other parts of Great Britain
adopted strong resolutions against
the government's attitude in this mat-

ter.

| The following resolution, adopted
in Glasgow, is a sample of the spirit
| that animates the I. L. P.:

“This conference of branches of the
Independent Labor party in Scotland
declares itself determinedly and un-
alterably opposed to compulsory mili-
tary service in any shape or form,
whether partial or wuniversal, and
| pledges itself to support the national
administrative council in whatever
means may be necessary to prevent
| both the enactment and the enforce-
ment of any conscription law.

“Further, this conference, in the
event of any such law being passed,
recommends the members and adher-
ents of the I. L. P. in Scotland of
military age to refuse to be compul-
sorily enlisted, and this conference
pledges to support such individual
members in their resistance to con-
scription.”

London Labor

IN AUSTRALIA WANING

1t would seem that the cry of con-

A VINDICATION OF OPPORTUN-
ISM IN THE LIGHT OF HISTORY

v by Ernest Untermann =

(WRITTEN ESPECIALLY FOR THE NORTHWEST WORKER)

PREMATURE HOPES WITHOUT
FORESIGHT

In his inaugural address to the old

1864,

the

be educated in their duty “to master
themselves the mysteries of interna-
tional politics; to watch the diplomat-
acts of their respective govern-
ments; to counteract them, if neces-
sary, by all in their power;
when unable to prevent, to combine
in simultaneous denunciations, and to
vindicate the simple laws of moral-
ity and justice, which ought to gov-
ern the relations of private individ-
uals, as paramount rules in the inter-
course of nations.” This kind of in-
ternational politics was to be includ-
ed in the general struggle of the work-
ing class for emancipation.

It proved to be a very difficult mat
ter to master the mysteries of inter-
national politics, As for counteract-
ing and preventing the diplomacy of
the governments, it was altogether im-
possible. The secret international dip-
lomacy of the ruling class govern-
ments can be counteracted and pre-
vented only by a very efficiently or-
ganized secret service that gains in-
formation about the secret intentions
of the rulers. Of course, the working
clags did not have that kind of an in-
formation service in those days any
more than we have today. To coun-
teract and prevent even the publicly
known policies of the governments,
we must be in possession of an inter-
nationally organized social power
strong enough to checkmate the or-
ganized powers of government, The
old International did not possess such

International, Marx expressel

the opinion that workers should

ic

means

gections that were in teuch with this
International. These working people,
by the way, belonged mainly to those
handicrafts which were destined to
be displaced by the industrial prole-
tariat.

Under these circumstances, the old
International did not achieve even a
united denunciation of the politics of
ruling class governments. Such a
united denunciation would at least
have demonstrated the wunity of the
old International to the outside world,
although it would have had no prac-
tical influence in checking the inten-
tions of those governments, nor in
compelling them to observe the laws
of private morality and justice in the
relations of nations. What the old
International actually did achieve,
however, was a very liberal denuncia-
tion of its own members, In these
mutual denunciations, the members
of the International themselves show-
ed a respect for the laws of private
morality and justice whieh could not
have been recommended as a model
for the international diplomacy of
governments, On the contrary, the
ruling governments might well have
replied to the old International: “You
fellows are fine models ot morality
and justice!"”

At all events, this attitude of the
members of the old International, and
this international polities suggested
by its leading head, did not agree
with the materialist concébtidn of his-
tory which was supposed to be their
scientifie pilot. Of o#uclse, ‘nothing
better could have been expected from
the Bakounin crowd, for they had no
claim to the historical method. Marx-
and their own dis-

own morality and justice., Even if
Marx meant only that the ruling gov-
ernments should follow their own al-
leged morality and justice in the re-
lations of nations, he would have been
asking the impossible. According to
his own fundamental interpretation,
the congeiousnegs of these govern-
ments was determined by the “condi-
tions of production” and could not
follow moral laws that were contrary
to such conditions. Such a demand,
made upon such governments by those
leaders of that old International, who
were themselveg either the offspring
of the petty bourgeoisie or of decay-
ing artisan classes, was a grotesque
repudiation of historical materialism
by the founder of that historical meth-
od himself,

The mere fact that such a self-re-
pudiation and self-refutation could
overpower Marx proved that his own
head, in spite of its scientific clarifi-
cation, still became an occasional vle-
tim of powers that even in later life
played many a prank wth him. The
same sinister powers have also been
fatal to the very own disciples of
Marx and have to this day kept alive
those hateful and inconclusive contro-
versies, within the Socialist parties,
which drove the old International con-
tinually to the brink of fermentation.

WHEREIN MARX ERRED

Marx-Engels had indeed forseen the
general direction of capitalist develop-
ment, but they had not foreseen the
special forms, nor the speed, of this
development. TFor this reason they
also came to a false estimate of the
forms and speed of working class evo-
lution. The forms of economic labor
grganizations as well as the speed of

LOCAL NO. 1 TO GIVE CARD
PARTY XMAS NIGHT

At

ing

the last regular business meet-
of Local Everett, the matter of
giving some kind of holiday

tainment was brought up.

enter-
It was
generally agreed that some sort of
social be given, and after some dis-

cussion it was unanimously decided

to have a Pedro party, to be held
Christmas night at The Forum, 1612
California St., the proceeds to be put
into the local treasury.

Comrade Henry Hanson, who is al-
ways one of the first to co-operate in
any plan to further the interests of
the local, made a proposition that
should be taken advantage of by every
Socialist and sympathizer who intends
to celebrate the day by attending a
dance. He proposed that any one at-
tending the party, whether as partici-
pant or spectator, might pay the cost
of admission into his dance, at Fra-
ternal Hall, to the committee in
charge of the party, as a part of the
proceeds of the evening. His talk
was greeted with enthusiasm,

A committee of three was chosen
to take charge of the affair, who met
later in the eVening. It was decided
to charge ten cents to those taking
part in the game to include a light re-
freshment consisting of a cup of our
famous coffee and a sandwich. Fur-
ther it was agreed to permit those
wishing to dance to pay only an addi-
tional fifteen cents admission to the
dance following the party.

An evening’s entertainment, for
twenty-five - cents, to be paid to the
local! This is a rare opportunity to
combine recreation with propaganda.

It was voted to give Comrade Frank
Hebert full charge of the arrange-
ments for the game. As he has had

the same capacity for similar affairs,
there is no question as to the result.
Be assured that everything will be
done that is possible to make it an

‘|a great deal of experience serving in|

HERE AND THERE

STATE OWNERSHIP
BEST IN WAR TIME

rovernment ownership of railroads
is a vital step in the military prepar-
edness program of any nation, includ-
ing the United States, Minister of
Railroads von Breitenbach, who di-
rects the largest part of Germany’s
gigantic network of railways, said re-
cently.

“Without misjudging the efficiency
of well administered privately owned
lines,” said Breitenbash, referring to
railway organization in the United
States, “the efficiency of government
lines is greater.

“It i¢ inconceivable that private
owners sghould enlarge their stocks
of locomotives and cars so as to be
able to meet any requirements of
congestion.

“State railways, on the other hand,
try to prepare for such traffic. This
makes their position strong and en-
ables them to realize the demands
both of war and peace traffic.”

WANTS BALLOT ON WAR
BY U. 8.

WASHINGTON.—Senator Owen, of
Oklahoma, would have the federal
constitution amended to prevent any
war of aggression by this nation with-
out approval by popular vote. The
Oklahoma senator will press a reso-
lution providing for the' following
amendment to the constitution:

“No war of aggression shall be
waged by the army or navy of the
United States except upon a declara-
tion of war by congress ratified and

in a majority of the congressional
districts of the United States.”

The final count on the referendum
for candidates and officials of the So-
cialist party is as follows:
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