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copies. Be, 'EDITOR IS WRONG

SAYS COM STONE

Comrade O. H. Stone, of Baring,
wash, takes exception to our editor-
ial on Economic Determinism, which
appeared in the Issue of Feb. 10th,

under the caption, ?'lnspiring Exam
pie." As our critic merely makes a

series of dogmatic statements with-
out touching upon the one point raised
In our editorial concerning the mater

ial sacrifices of Poland's greatest
pianist, we find little temptation to

write another editorial In support of

our thesis. However, we publish the

comrade's criticism for the sake of
freedom of expression, hoping the
readers of The Northwest Worker

will take the trouble to refer back to

the "squib" in question and tee for

themselves in how far, if at all, we
have "belittled" the great principle

of economic determinism.

To Wflliam Lloyd Garrison
\u25a0Some time afterward, it »«H I"

ported 10 me bj toe elt) otfleert that

they had ferreted out the paper and

its editor; that his office was an oh

~ me hole, his only \ islble aUXiI U !

;i negro boy, ami his supportei \u25a0'

ieu rerj Intlgnlfteanl persons of all

COloi " I \u25a0u.i Ot H <; 'Mis.

In ;i small chamber, friendless ami

unseen.
loiied o'er his types >>ne poor, un

learned youns. man.
lh.' place was dark, nnfuvnit ured. and

mean
V > there the freedom of a race be-

gan,

Help came but slowly; surely no man

>el
rut lever to 'he hea> j world «Ith

less;

COMRADE STONE ON
"ECONOMIC DETERMINISM"

Daring, Wn., Fob. 14, 1916.
Hear Comrade:

As i generally agree with your po-

sition on Socialism, 1 Wat somewhat
surprsed to read your short editorial

on "Economic Determinism."
I consider it I crime, to in any wav

belittle the exquisite work of that
estimable old lady; for, whatever we
have been. are, or hope to be, we can

only become because of her, She It
truly the mother of us all.

Economic Determinism, as l under-

stand the term, is the adaptation of

all organic being! to the environ-

ment, in which they have their being.

Further, that favorable conditions of

lite always produce one result, and

unfavorable conditions another.
Hence, we have every right to sup-

pose that the operation of this law
or principle is uniform.

However, as a favorable environ-

ment for cats and mice, for instance,

is somewhat antagonistic, the prob-
lem is necessarily very complicated.
It is easily observable, en masse, that
creatures must adapt themselves to

their environment or perish, but it

is not so easily seen how it works

out with respect to the individual.
But, as the basic law of development;
we may be perfectly sure that it en-
ters into every ramification of life.
For there is no scientific reason to
believe that there are any exceptions
to any general rule, the old saying to

the contrary, notwithstanding. The
principle is always the same. It is
only in its application that it varies.
Different individuals respond to a giv-

en stimulus in as many different ways

as there are differences in constitu-
tion. Economic determinism works

both on the individual and on the

race. Generally it is immediate ma-
terial interes tthat carries the day,

but this is not always so, as witness

certain animals that lay up stores for

future use. The same is often true
of both individual and co-operative ef-

forts of man. In all instances it's the

same principle at work, and it excepts

no one. Its application differ as in-

dividuals differ. So, look again,

Brother, and you will not belittle your

mother.

One point only m wish to add to

what wo have alrMdj sai.l: Cultivat-
ed human beings have an environ-

ment other lhan the economic to
Which they must adapt themselves, j
To a greater or let! degree all men
and women, ignorant or cultured. |
bare two ni\ ironrnents, each one of

which has its own imperative de-

mands. Besides, the economic en-

vironment, there is a psychological
environment, whose demands are of-

ten in conflict with the economic en-

vironment. Adaptation to one's psy

chological environment is as essential

a phase of the struggle for a larger.

hieher life as is the bread and butter

struggle for a mere animal existence.

Sometimes the struggle for the grati-

fication of a psychological need, the

realization of some high and noble

ideal of life and living, is so deter-

mined and so persistent that the bio-

logical desire for life itself is van-
quished, the idealist giving up his

very physical existence rather than

yield to any adaptation short of his

psychological goal. Of what avail

are economic, or mercenary motives,

in such instances? But your average

economic-determinism Socialist, not
really understanding the historical

verity of economic determinism, as
used by Marx and Engels, means pre-
cisely that no comrade in the move-
ment is actuated by other than purely

pecuniary, economic motives; mean
ing that no one works for any motive

other than the betterment of his im-

mediate financial or material inter-

ests or condition. And it is against

this narrow, small-souled, not to say

brutal conception of life and human
motives, that we protest. In no other

sense can we be charged with "be-

littling" the illuminating principle of

historical materialism, or economic
determinism.

The people of the Southern states,
including the ministry, sought to jus-

tify and retain chattel slavery' be-

cause this ancient institution was in

accord with their economic well-being.

Their fight for an utterly anti-Chris-
tian system affords a most valuable

example of economic determinism.

On the other hand, the efforts of

Ix>vejoy and Garrison were the re-
sult of their idealism, their psycholog-
ical environment, not of "economic

<!< <rminism." Their economic en-
vironment was precisely the same as
that of the men who hated and per-

secuted them for their fearless de-

nunciation of slavery, mobbing and

\u25a0tarring Garrison and actually mur-
dering Lovejoy.

Of Garrison's "economic determin-
ism" Wendell Phillips said:

"This boy (Garrison) stood alone,

utterly alone, at first. There was no
sympathy anywhere! His hands

were empty; one singlo penniless

comrade was his only helper. Starv-

ing on bread and water, he could

command the use of types, that was
all. Trade endeavored to crush him;

the intellectual life of America dis-

owned him. * * * No sooner did the

church discern the impetuous boy's

purpose than out of that dead, slug-

gish cloud thundered and lightened a
malignity which could not find words

to express its hate. The very pulpit

where I stand saw this apostle of lib-

erty and justice sore beset, always

in great need, and often in deadly

peril; yet it never gave him one word

of approval or sympathy. During all

his weary struggle, Mr. Garrison felt

its weight in the scale against him.

In those years it led the sect which

arrogates to itself the name of Lib

What need of help? He l.new bow

I \ pet w ere Met.
He bail a dauntless Spirit, and a

press

smh earnest nature i ai ? the t lery
pith.

The compact nucleus, round which
\ i. in \u25a0 grow I

after mass becomes Inspired
Illelew it h,

Sincerely,
O. H. STONE.

\nd whirl. Impregnate with the
central r.lou

o Truth! ?' Freedom! how are ye
born

in tho rude stable, in the tnanger
nursed!

What bumble handi unbar Hi ati
.>! morn

h v, huh lie splendors of the

New Day bun i'
jamt Rutßell Lowell.

SENATOR OWEN, ANARCHIST

Senator Robert I* Owen, "the
tleman trom Oklahoma," Mend of

??the peepel," alto a "friend of labor,"

ami all round "good man." the kind
of orator politician half baked Social

ists believe to bo "almoti a Red,"

etc., frankly ttated the other day that
1,,, -iinl liis data do not believe in

"law ami order" ami majority rule.

and thai if the common people ihould
OMi their ballots in favor of OOlleC
tive ownership, ami democratic eon

troi uf the resource! of the United
States, it WOUld be up to his class, as

property-worshippers, to resort to

lawlessness ami violence, including

murder, to retain 111- ir Control of the
nation's resources. Private owner-
jhlp in the means in' life, private con

trol by the tew of the means where-
by the many must live, must be re
talned by the prlvli iged minority,
even though "war may be necessary

ti> suppress Socialism."
Of course, the Honorable Senator

did not put the ease as bluntly as it

is stated here, but he meant precisely

iwhat we have expressed in plain Kn^;-

--li-h iii the paragraph above. The gin

tleman is clear-headed enough, how-

ever, to understand that capitalism,

the present despotic competitive Bys-

tem, must be made more tolerable to
\u25a0he enslaved masses, or they may he

awakened from their hypnotic trance,

and start Bomethin&. If this some-
thing should turn out to he the ea all
lishment of a real industrial democ-
racy, in the Interest of the nation's

ii producers, as against the pro-

fit-mongers, then he is ready to BO
to war on the worklng-claSB "to sup-

press Socialism."

rr<ie editor of this paper has ;>l-

-ways contended thai the law-and-
order patriots have no more use For

Dtial morality, nor for real de-
mocracy, then an aviator lias To a

toy balloon. Founded as it is on
plunder iin'l violence, robbery and op-
pression, capitalism can produce no
genuinely numano 01 fraternal fruitti.
From the workltlg-clsss point of view,

there are no "good men" elected on
capitalist-class tickets, As states' by
Jesus, 'he can be no compromise
nor any Identity of Interests, between

I'iiy. If this was the bearing of so-
called Liberals, what bitterness of op-

position, judge ye, did not the others

show? A mere boy confronts church,
commerce, and college; a boy with

neither training nor experience! Al-

most at once the assault tells, the
whole country is hotly Interested,

What created such life under those
ribs of deafh? Whence came that in-

stinctive knowledge? Where did he

get that sound common sense? And
whence did he summon that almost
unerring sagacity which, starting agi-

tation on an untried Held, never com-
mitted an error, provoking year by

year additional enthusiasm, gather-

ing as he advanced, helper after, help-

er to his side:

"I marvel at the miraculous boy.

He had no means. Where he got,

whence he summoned, how he creat-
ed, the elements which changed 1830
into 1835-1830 apathy, indifference,
ignorance, icebergs into 1835, every

man intelligently hating him, and
m«bs assaulting him in every city?

is a marvel which none but older
men that I can adequately analyze

and explain. He said to a friend who

remonstrated with him on the heat
and severity of his language: 'Broth-

er, I have need to be all on fire, for
I have mountains of ice about me to
melt.' "

exploiters nnd exploited: "Wo that is

not for US is against vs."

OUR NEXT MOVE

When Socialists read of capitalist-

Our claim is that the life and labors

of our Ix>vejoyß and Garrisons and
John Browns are adequate proof that

the best work of the world, whether

social or literary or in art is not done
for material advantage, but as an ex-
pression of the psychological environ-
ment and spiritual demands of the ex-
oeptlonally high-minded men and

women of the race. To reply that

Class patriots openly admitting that

the will of the majority, expressed at

Die polls, Is to be recjgnl7.etl by them
only so long as the bone-heads of the

ration vote away the products of

their labor to the master-class, under
wage-slavery, and t! :it they will re-

sort to violence! anil murder if the
working-class refuse longer to vote

for continuance oi capitalist-class rule
and robbery, many of them, no doubt,

(eel as thought it were time to Initiate
a program of "preparedness" on their

urn account, And so it is, high time.

Soon it will be too late, History is
being made very fast these days.

"Preparedness" of one kind or another
is the need of the hour. Hut, in our
judgment, there is only one kind of

"preparedness" that can serve the

ids of the working class at this

time, and that is: ORGANIZATION.
So far as the workers are concerned,

ORGANIZATION and PREPARED-

Lovejoy could not have given his

life for liberty of the press and abo-

lition of slavery had it not been for
his economic environment Is beside

the point. The mob in Boston which,

in 1835, assaulted Garrison and drag-

ged him through the streets prepara-

tory to hanging him were acting in

accordance with "economic determin-

ism." They wished to kill Garrison
because he was acting contrary to his

(and their) "economic environment"
?or material interests.

Comrade Stone, was, or was not

Garrison an "exception" to the law

of "economic determinism" as used
in the manner indicated in my edi-
torial?

THE NORTHWEST WORKER

Carl D. Thompson
Favors Boy Scouts

\u25a0\u25a0WHERE ARE WE AT?"

\\'i had always been under the im-
pression hut the Soolall ' party whs

opposed to the Boy Scout movement,
on principle, recognizing In Ibis ap-
parently harmless "i: liat lon a
nursing-ground for budding bone

ads and capitalist-class patriots.
I.url December, Mr. Ernest Thomp-
son Solon, bead of the Hoy Bcouts of
America; signed his position be
cause the organization had ceased to
function excepting as the training
ground for future military heroes, As

a matter of fact the "nature-lover!
and door life features of the
iIcoul wore only placed foremost, in
the public eye for the purpose of hid-
Ing the real objects of the organiza-
lon. Everybody Knows thin but Com-

rade Carl I). Thompson,

Wo feel, however, that as Social-
ists, while not opposing such an el
for) iiH this, wo ought to do all wo
cmi to develop the functions of the
public school and public recreation
systems along the lines suggested by
(bis boy scout movement. In time,
no doubt, these; iw(> functions will 'converge and be co-ordinated.

Meanwhile, we suggest that you
write to the Boy Scouts of America,
at the address above, and ask for a
copy of their manual. You can go
over it carefully and judge for your-
self whether the above Is not a cor- '<peel view,

('AIM, I) THOMPSON,
Director Information Dept,

As a private Individual, Comrade
Thompson Is at liberty to form his
own opinion on the questions of
scouts or no scouts. As head of what
should bo a Heal Information bureau,
he has no such right, The socialist
party Is opposed to the boy scout or-
ganization, and Carl D. Thompson 'ought to have this much Information, |
at least, In his Populist files. Think <
of applying to the hypocrites at the
boy scout headquarters for Informa-
tion concerning them, and for Social-
ist uses I This is a little too d? ?

naive to be borne with patience. Off !
with his official head, say we!

We cannot do better, at this point, \u25a0
than to print below an editorial which
recently appeared In The Appeal to
Reason, \vhl^h states the Socialist
position with regard to the boy scouts
and states it very clearly:

1Boy Scouts Easy Victims of Militarists

Comes to our desk a copy of the
Dally Sketch, a London, Bng., publi- :
cation, which modestly styles itself
"Britain's Host Picture Paper." We
are Indebted to this particular copy

of the Daily Sketch for a picture of

IEnglish Boy Scouts on drill, with the

late Lord Roberts standing by and
"saluting the colors of the Boy

Scouts." Evidently the "late and

lamented" Lord (who was England's
military chief, by the way), was quite

an admirer of the Boy Scouts. "Me
saw them as future soldiers of Em-

( pire," are the words that appear un-
der the picture in the Daily Sketch.

This is what the ruling class" mind

sees both in England and America?

\u25a0 future soldiers, food for cannon, men :
willing to die for a few men's profits ,

all this and more- the ruling class
mind sees when the Boy Scouts who
are now being insidiously trained in
this base organization to do the dev-
il's work have come to the killing

age. In addition to its military sig-

nificance this organization is prepar-

ing a host of servile-minded youths

Iwho will become the cheerful lackeys

of the ruling class in time of peace;
who will think as the ruling class,

tells them to think, (vote as this class

'; tells them to vote and be the blind '\u25a0
; dupes of the ruling class to perpetu-

ate themselves in bondage.
The Boy Scouts were originally or-

ganized by an English military offi-
cer, General Sir Baden-Powell. This
organization is essentially military in 'character. The Boy Scouts wear mili-
tary uniforms, practice military drill

\u25a0 and are taught how to shoot. They \u25a0
are taught obedience, patriotism and \u25a0

; the military virtues. The Boy Scouts

Is an organization being trained for

1the wicked purposes of the ruling
class. It takes the flower of the na- \u25a0
tion's youth and makes them into

slaves and potential murderers. ?Ap-

\i arlj two yeai ?\u25a0 ago, < omrade Ell-
is i.ainiiin. ie< i? tarj of Local Ly-!
man, had occasion to Bend to our

M IsirIn mat lon I lepart n t< nt tor an an

thorltative statement concerning the
nature ami purposes of thi Boy Scout
organization, with a view to obtaining
data with which to fight a movement
in her own town tor the organization
of Scout:1. What was her surprise
and disappointment to receive from
Comrade Thompson the following mis-
Informalion:

Chicago, Maj 9, 1914.
Eliza l.aiiikin,

I,J man, Wash.
1 'omrade iAmkin i

We have today received your note

of recent date saying that you wrote
ome time ago asking for Infor-

mation on the hoy scoiii movement.
We find that we recellved your for-
mer Inquiry on March 2nd, and on
March t< 11 ? ent you an :111s\u25a0,. \u25a0
ter, enclosing you a copj of the en
closed .sheet. We ale sorry that this
did not reach you.

A I you will see by the sheet, we
have concluded that there is no rea-
son why we should oppose the move-'
ment, as the present hoy scout organ-
ization doea not include any military'
features, and is very commendable
along other lines. Consequently, we
could not give you Instructions as to
how to combat it.

Very truly yours,
i- VJtL li. THOMPSON,

Director Information Dept,

BOY SCOUTS
Information Dept., Socialist Party,

SO!! W. Madison St., Chicago

April, 1914
Our investigations of the boy scout'

movement indicate that an organiza-
tion known as the American Hoy,
Scouts originated in a military spir-
it. This organization is now known
as the United States Hoy Scouts, but
it lias Only a very few branches, with
not more than 3,000 members, and
Is not widely known.

This organization was probably the
basis of hostility on the part of the
Socialists everywhere toward the
movement. The Socialist movement,

Of course, stands absolutely opposed
to military ideas and activities in any
connection whatever.

In about 1910, however, a new or-
ganization was formed, known as the
Hoy Scouts of America. Application
to their headquarters, LOO Fifth Aye.,
N w S'ork, brought us a copy of their
official handbook. We find nothing
ill all of a military nature mentioned
in It, and much that is opposed to
militarism. Us purposes and prac-
tices all seem to be entirely com-

mendable, and with the military
phase eliminated, as it is, it would
seem that we cannot afford to fight

ilie movement. It has over ;ioo,ooo
members, and is the organization
most widely known.

NESS arc one and the same thing.)
Education? Education Is included in!
the work of organization. Organiza-
tion is the effect of education, it is
education crystalized. One can do a
certain amount of educational, or
propaganda, work without building an
organization. But one cannot build
an organization without doing educa-
tional work of the very highest order.
So we claim lhat the best form of
"preparedness" for the working class
at this time is ORGANIZATION, or
ganization on both the economic and
the political field. The man who ad-
vocates the political without teaching
the other principle of working-class.
solidarity, is but leaving half the work
to some one else. Possibly specializa-
tion in one or the other field is jus-

tifiable, under existing conditions.
Nevertheless, the fact should be fullyi
recognized and acknowledged, at all j
times, that complete organization will

be realized in fact only when indus-
trial and political solidarity fully sup-
plement one another. This is the
goal of all true Socialists, and is, in |
our humble opinion, the one form ot,
working-class "preparedness" worthy j
our consideration.

MATERIALIST CONCEPTION OF
HISTORY OR ECONOMIC

DETERMINISM

Karl Marx

In every historical epoch the pre-
vailing mode of economic production
and exchange and the social organiza-
tion necessarily following from it
form the basis upon which is built
up and from which alone can be ex-
plained the political and intellectual
history of that epoch; that conse-
quently the whole history of mankind
(since the dissolution of primitive
tribal society holding land in common
ownership) has been a history of
class struggles, contests between ex-
ploited and exploiting, ruling and opJ

pressed classes; that the history of
these class struggles form a series
of evolution in which nowadays a
stage has been reached where the ex-
ploited and oppressed class ?the pro-
letariat ?cannot attain its emancipa-

ThnrsdHv, PVhruary 24, 1916.

ROOFING
M 11.16 tad UP pn roll. Each roll contains 108 square feet with nailsand Oement for laying, insifle of roll.

Our Spring Btoofe of
POULTRY NETTING

is ban r<iu]y for dclivrry at any time

CURRAN HARDWARE CO
HBWTTT ANO lIKOAIAVAY

PASTIME
Amusement Parlors
FOR GOOD TIMES

Wetmore and Hewitt
Driesslein & Becker

"IT GIVES ME TWICE
AS MUCH PLEASURE"

sin- tolls her friends when th^y admire her All-Gas Kitchen.
"The old coal stove that was here when we moved in kept me

i.\ chained to my kitchen. Just when I was about worn out

I did a little real thinking. Then I called up the Gas Company
and told them to take the stove away?and put in a gas range
and water neater. The very next day they were installed and
I've been free from drudgery ever since."

The
All Gas Kitchen

will do as much for you. A cabinet gas range will save you
half the time in cooking. A gas water-heater will furnish plenty
ot hot water quickly and at little expense.

The cost of an All-Gas Kitchen is moderate; investigate today.

Everett Gas Company

WHAT MARX SAID
tion from the sway of the exploiting
and ruling dag's?the bourgeois?with-
out at the same time and once and
for all emancipating society at large
from all exploitation, oppression, class
distinctions and class struggles.

SOMETHING ENTIRELY NEW
A new method of treatment. New

to everybody. 1 am the only doctor
in the United States giving this meth-
od of treatment successfully. It costs
you nothing to consult me in my of- ;
fice. I will convince that I never,
failed to cure rheumatism, stiff joints,
nervousness, paralysis, stomach, kid-
ney, liver troubles and obesity. My t
charges are reasonable. Special
prices for poor people. Dr. Feldman*
drugless therapy. Late manager oij
the Seattle Institute. Office and pri-
vate sanitorium, lady attendant, 2623 ,

iLombard avenue, Everett, Washing-
-1ton. Phone 1125X.

Leather Goods, Umbrellas and Re-
pairing. Everett Trunk Factory, 2815
Rockefeller.

1 I1 BIG SUGAR SPECIAL I
20 LBS. SUGAR Sl.oo I

H WHEN PURCHASED WITH AT LEAST $5 WORTH OF OTHER GOODS; STAMPS ELIMINATED I
B ABE MARTIN must have had the STEVENS "MORE FOR IT, IS RIGHT" B
EH BILL in mind when he said: H
jM "When th' manufacturers o' some article git If we let them pass the Stevens bill WE WILL \u25a0
am t'gether an' decide t' raise th' price of it, they HAVE TO PAY A WHOLE LOT MORE FOR IT. S
Mm give out a 'prediction' that we'll have t' pay more |&
MB fer it", Petitions here for signatures to oppose the bill. Hj

SHI*gm - , . ,
* ......-. . - \ \u25a0I Begin At Home To Reduce Your Living Cos^ls I

§§ By making out a list of the things needed and TAKE ADVANTAGE of this BIG SPECIAL. It means B
\u25a0\u25a0 a Great Saving to You. r. |S

I FARM PRODUCTS ASSOCIATION I
If 4 Phones? 1248; S.S. 998, 997 J. A. POWERS, Manager H
,*£ The Store that Keeps the "Crimp" in "High Cost of Living in Everett S


