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EXPOSE OF SUGAR TRUST'S
POWER BARES METHODS OF
THE FOOD ADMIMISTATION

WASHINGTON--The sworn state-
ments of Claus Spreckles, president
of the Federal Sugar Refining Com-
pany, testifying before the Senate
committee to investigate the “sugar
situation” is likely to destroy what
little confidence the people may have
had in the United States Food Ad-
ministration as a cost-of-living re-
ducer or as a protector of the work-
ers against the notorious exactions
of the feod profiteers.

In common with the organized ene-
mies of the people known as the
United States Chamber of Commerce,
Hoover believed that with the en-
trance of the United States into the
war the government would be com-
pelled to make broad excursions into
the field of price fixing.

Plans to Forestall Disaster

Familiar with the activities in this
direction of the Laber Gevernments
of various Awustraliap States, short-
ly after the genessl declaration of
war in August, 19]4, where a bona
fide price fizing poliey in the in-
terest of the consumers and admin-
istered by the representatives of the
consumers dispossessed
organited or unorganized, of their
power to plunder the people and re-
dues the purchasing power of wages
by rocketing prices—familiar with
the activities of these governments
and the loud protests of the plunder-
bunders over the labor invasion of
their traditional rights, Hoover de-
termined to forestall any such dis-
aster in the United States.

Price fixing, a tragedy in itself
to the interests of the capitalists, if
delegsted to ¢he real representatives
of the consumers, but nevertheless
pecesssry to the successful prosecu-
tion of the war, would become a
lever for price boosting under the
guise of price stabilizinggyprovided
the price fixers were the capitalists
whese commoditics were to be fixeﬂ

At the outset, gierefore, Hoover's

—-——-—————-—-phey—a‘ﬁrmqt-

exploiters and profit exacters com-
posing big business, was to staff the
various departments of the United
States Food Administration with the
representatives of business instead of
the representatives of| the consumers
snd the working peopje so sorely hit
by war time exeess ppofig prices.

Forsooth, if prices were to be
fixed, who were better equipped with
the information requisite to deter-
mine “fair and reasonable profits”
than the gentry who had been en-
gaged in plundering the workers on
the one hand with low wages and the
consumers on the other hand with
soaring prices ever since the ruling
classes in Europe threw the work-
ers at each others throats in 19147

Dickers With Profiteers

Malodorous as was the reputation
of the so-called Sugar Trust, known
in Wall Street as the American
Sugar Refining Company, tried and
convicted in the courts many times
for violations of the anti-trust laws,
with the Department of Justice even
then engaged in prosecuting it for
such violations and seeking to dis-
solve it into its constituent parts; in
spite of these well known facts,
Food Administrator Herbert Hoover
selected the leading officials of the
Sugar Trust, from its president right
down the line to its lesser officials,
to administer the sugar department
of the Food Administration and pro-
tect the against high
prices.

In this protection policy Food Ad-
ministrator Hoover selected Earl
Pabst, president of the Sugar Trust,
to head the sugar committee of the |
food administration.
functions of the
was that of reaching an agreement
with the owners of the sugar plan
tations in most of whom are
American corporations, including the
Refining Company,

people sugar

Among the
sugar
Cuba,

American Sugar

for the price which the American
refiners should pay for the 1917-
L crep now being harvested. The

otheyembers of the sugar commit-

tee wery likewise sugar refiners, the

consumels not being represented.

Planning Xthe High Price Campaign
Mr. Sppeckels charged that the

)

confmittee of the food

adjunct of the

sugar admin
istration
sugar tru
tee is staf

a mere
that the sugat
:d with officials
Trust:

d Sugar

commit
and em
that the
committee of

ployes of t
Trustific
the food adr
power to f{Prce competing refiners
like Mr .\'!»I‘k’m'l\’ Federal Sugar Re
fining Company accepting the
I'Y’i\'(‘ fixing dictates of the food ad
ministration adju 1 f the

Trust, heavily

ownership in ma ‘uban sugar pla

Sugar
Suear

nistration has used its

into

wrdinately ):i)!h
r; that the same

tations, fixed
price for Cubar

sugar trust, thru ity stock ownmership

capitalists, |

| upon the

in Amervican best sugar corporations
will profit heavily through its share
of the higher price loot realized by
the beet sugar capitalists, estimated
by Mr. Spreckels at about $62,000,-
000 on the current crop; that the
price agreed upon by the sugar com-
mittee for the 1917-18 crop of Cuban
sugar is a higher price than has
prevailed for years; that it is much
above the price received for the 1916-
17 erop, which brought fabulous prof-
its to the plantation owners; and,
finally, that the food administration
through the food administretion’s su-
gar committee controlled by the of-
ficials of the Trust is ate
tempting to saddle high prices on the
people of America for years to come.

In order refiners
who refuse to accept the profiteer-
ing decrees of the food administra-
tion adjunct to the Sugar Trust, Mr.
Spreckels charged that the sugar
trust adjunct to the food adminise
tration is making use of the power
to revoke the licenses of the re-
calcitrant vefiners, and that under
this coercion he had been compelied
by his sugar trust competitors to
close down his sugar refineries.

The price which the sugar refiners
committee of the food administea-
tion agreed to pay themselves and
their colleagues in Cuba for the
1917-18 sugar crop was five ceats a
pound, which will mean, he said,
from eight te nine cents for the
consumer.

The working people are liitle in-
terested in the fights between
Spreckel’s Federal Sugar Refining
Company and Pabst’s American Su-
gar Refining Company. Bach of
these coneerns may be set down ae
ruthless exploiters of the working
peopie compelled to sell their men-
tal and manunl labor power to the
Spreckels-Pabst combinations in or-
der to live.

The consumers likewise should take
ag little interest in those #ights as do

Sugar

to coerce sugar

the great body of consumers.

Wateh the Food Administration

But the exploited workers and the
consumers should take a vital! inter-
est in the policy of the United States
Food Administration., It was estab-
lished, according to assertions made
time and time again on the floors of
both Houses of Congress when the
food control bill was under consid-
eration to reduce the cost of living
to the working people .in order to
stave off industrial revolts. Hoov-
erized, the Food Administration is
being used as a weapon by the own-
ers of food commodities to fasten
backs of the workers
through the legal decrees of their
privately owned food administration
the price schedules agreed to among
themselves in the profiteering or-
zanizations known as manufacturers
and dealers.

State and Cities Have Power

Each State in the United States,
regardless of the food control law,
has the undoubted authority to estab-
lish its own sugar committees just as
it has already established public
service commissions to fix the price
charged for those necessities.

Each municipality, likewise, has
the power to organize its own food
control committee made up exclusive-
ly of consumers for the protection of
consumers.

Let the Socialists and workers get
busy locally for their own proteetion
[against the business man'’s club
|known as the United States Food

| Administration.
{

PAIN \H/\KLN BY
GREAT REVOLUTION
MADRID, —~With the country hard-
ly tranquilized since the last indus-
trial outbreak, it is now stated that
|the government has
other

committee |

unearthed in-
revolutionary movement.,
The premier

strict censorship and little details
can be sent out. He claims how-
| ever that the government has con

{trol of the situation.
Reports coming out, that
Catalina was the

{ center of the revolutionary plot. All

indicate
the provinee of

communication is interrupted

| the province, but

[darmes are being sent to reinforce

{those already there.

COP FINED FOR ASSAULT

MUSCATINE, Iowa—L. W

Lang,

editor of the Muscatine, Iowa, So
cialist had the satisfaction the other
| of seeing a police ffice whom
' {
1 I 15 the
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Ise the advertising slips
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trol of their government, we can ex-

ENGLISH CO-OPERATORS
ELECT SOCIALIST
TO l'AI!l,IAMEN'I‘

H was a significant
times that Mr. Ben
i the “Daily Chron-
icle” just afte®  his election,
attributed his among oth-
er things, to the big co-opera-

LONDON
gsign  of the
Tillett, writing

success,

tive  membership in  North Sal-
ford. “The members of the co-
operative stores,” he said, “under-

stand the values of goods, and it is
claimed that the co-operative stores
had been practically the only check

upon extravagant prices and exac-
tions, and the members held the
opinion that the wholesaler had

fought the co-operative stores be-

man and the speculator.” And
the reason why this co-operative
sentiment, backed by large co-op-

erative membership, told as a factor
in his sucdess, was that he had made
the ruthless elimination of the prof-
iteer one of the main planks in
his platform. Our only comment
on this is that if co-operative mem-
bership can thus be a cause of an
independent candidate winning an
election agaist the united forges of
the Liberal ad Conscrvaiive Partics
under a Coalitlon agreement, there
is no reason why, in the future, coe
operative membership should not he
successful in ret.m'ning candidates of
their own.

COAL NEXT

NEW YORK, Jan, §.~The govern-
ment must now iake over the oper~
atfon of the country’s coal mines,

Thi® was recommended today by
George Foster Peabody, director of
the Feders! Reserve bank. Famous
as a banker and as an economist,
Peabody's suggestion is significant,
especially in view of the faet that
as former chairman of the democrat-
ic national committee, he is close o
the sdminlstration. Peabody “made
his statement in an exelusive intee
view obtained by Basil M. Manly.
~~The Seattle Star.

The reports th. we get of fuel

exaggerated they have toned down.
The administration will take control
of the coal business because it will
be compelled to, not because it wants
to, or thinks it is good policy. The
policy will be learned later. This
clinches the statement often made by
Socialists that Socialism will come
whether the people want it or not,
in order words that it is the next
step in industrial progress.

THE OLD CZAR AND
KAISER PLOTTED SOME

PETROGRAD— The czar's govern-
ment was in communieation with
German autocracy, seeking the for-
mation of an international econven-
tion which would lay plans for a
world-wide fight against Soeialism.
This was revealed in documents un-
earthed at the foreign office and
made public by the Bolsheviki gov-
ernment.

The archives show pour parleurs
had actually been begun at the time
with this purpose in view.

It has been many times alleged by
diverse Socialists that it was their
opinion that one of the causes of
the war was the desire of autocratic
rulers to crush the growing Socialist
movement, that is, to sweep back
the rising tide of Socialism (which
is an evolutionary development.) It
now appears that their deduction
was correct. Trotsky, the Russian
foreign minister, has given to the
When the
into con-

workers of England come

pect to find evidence also of ne-
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C0-OP WHOLESALE
ORGANIZED IN
PENNSYLVANIA

Tri-State Co-gperative Associa-
tion Begins Buying ﬁ)r
Twenty-four Stores:

b

4

PITTSBURGH - A Co-opierative
Wholegale is fast taking shapg in the
Pittsburg, Pennsylvania dist&ct. At
a meeting in Pittsburg, attended by
delegates from the differen% stores
interested, final arrangements were
made for beginning collective buying
and the establishment of a whole-
sale, under the name of tRe ‘“Tri.
State Co-operative Associal &

A State Charter has been applied
for and stock will be issued at ten
dollars per share. Local $gsocia-
tions will be affiliated upon the pay-
ment of a ten cent applicatjon fee
for each member and a subseription
for whatever amount of stock is de-
sired up to 500 shares.

The enilie conirol of the “Tri-
State” will be in the hundd of the
delegates from the local sioyes. Be-
tween delegate meetings the busi-
ness will be managed by s Board of
Directors, consisting of the officers
and one member from mb {ocal as.
sociation.

The 24 stores co-r”ﬁt a8t the
pregent time, although they have not
all completed thelr affilistion, are
doing over a milllen dolles business
& year, averaging from abfut $1,500
to $13,000 a month.

SOCIALIST CONGRESS
IN NORWAY

Syndicalist Regolution ¢  Strike
Against Military Sgtvig is
Defeated

CHRISTIANIA, Nosway — The
strugele within the Norwegien So-
cialist camp has been clearly re-
vealed during the pational Soecinlist
congress, which assembled doring
the last week in October. %be events
on the European batuefidlds and
iKewise™ ey anwt sy it Temsin <eath
their shadows over the proceedings,
and the Syndicalists (the Narwegian
I. W. W.) were congidepably less
aggressive than previously, while the
old Socialist leaders carried their
proposals.

SEATTLE GOES INTO
FISH BUSINESS

SEATTLE GOES INTO —

SEATTLE—The City., of Seattle
will go into the fish business within
the next ten days and retail salmon
at 7 cents a pound. At the present
time salmon is retailing in Seattle
at from 22 to 30 cents a pound.

Health Commissioner McBride,
acting under the instructions of
Mayor Gill has selected a site for
the city’s stall in the Pike Place
public market.

The municipal supply of fish will
be obtained from the state hatch-
eries,

FORM LOCAL IN
CANTONMENT

BALTIMORE—One of the pri-
vates at Camp Meade, Md., is Karl
Hartig, former Socialist State See-
retary in Maryland.

There are very many Socialists at
this cantonment and they have suc-
ceeded in organizing a local of the
party.

The commanders and officials
manifested no objection to the or-
ganization and do not molest the
meetings in any way.
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PATRIOTS MAKE DRIVE ON SEATTLE
v oy s CALL, BUT WRECK THE WRONG PLANT

“This is the characteriza-
tion given by organized
West Virginia to the vagrancy law
just enacted in that state under its
provisions able-bodied
the ages of 16 and 60, must be em-
ployed in lawful, useful and
recognized business or occupation
whereby they may earn-a sufficient
income to support themselves and
those legally dependent upon them.

A number of strikers already have
been arrested this new law,
The restlessness of organized labor
in West Virginia is conceded to be
the impelling force that necessitated
an extra-ordinary session of the Leg-
tslature to pass this law.

“Under the guise of attacking the
loafer,” says a West Virginia labor
officin), “the state Legislature creat-
ed the most effective instrument for
the breaking of strikes.

“The sinister aspect of the law is
to be seen in the fact that no
penalty is provided for the man
who witholds work from others eag-
er for the opportunity tv earn. Lock-
onts are legal, while sirikes are
criminal.”

WATTOGRAMS

patented.

men, between

some

under

.Three and & half million members
of British Co-operatives have rebell-

ed against the government and will |

nominate their own candidates to
vepresent them in parliament at the
next election.

Profiteering patriots are “doing
their bit” by selling shoddy uniforms
to the government at woolen prices

The railroads will sure cut a nice
juicy lemon now that the
ment has promised them
handsome profit.

govern-
such a

The Seattle street car company is
practising sabotage on the traveling
pablic in order to force the govern-

}ment t0 take over the lines.

Lloyd George has got right down
on hiz knees to Imbor. Now
the question is, will labor keep him
and his gang there?

The activitles of the Russian So-
cialists is making our capitalist-kept
press editors act like a bunch of
idots these days. Lay on McDuff!

They tell us that Don.McRae is
losing his mind. Hartley, Gibson
& Co., must have ousted him out of
their club.

A social given by the Everett Co-
operative Society will be held in The
Forum next Synday evening. Ev-
erything free.

e

The German Socialist minority is
gaining the upper hand. Kaiser Bill
will sgon be hitting the ties with
his friends, Nick and George.

In the “fight for Democracy” may
we be given to understand that mil-
lionaires and paupers will be abolish-
ed after the war. There are over

22,000 millionaires and 22 million
paupers.

Some of the poor in New York
cannot buy bread by the loaf so the

food administration has allowed them |

to buy it by the slice. That’s
handing out “democracy” by the
slice.

Lloyd says that England
will not repudiate its war
No Siree, not

more

George

so long as there are
millions wanted to

the war.

carry on

"EDERAL PRACTICE
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known in

who is well
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associate

Caroline Lowe,
Everett and
lecturer, and as counsel
Tracy trial,
has been admitted to federal prac- |
tice in Chicago to assist in the de- |
fense of the I. W. W,
Miss Lowe has

conspiracy |

causes, also been

| portional representation. California.
;‘ - .
| Social and Entertainment
Will Be Held Under the Auspices of the
EVERETT CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY
AT THE FORUM
1612 CALIFORNIA STREET
Sunday Evening, January 13th, at 8 P. M.
I'here will be Music and Recitations, Short Speeches
and Refreshments
EVERYBODY IS CORDIALLY INVITED
\ J
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jup the list of books published
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SEATTLE, Jan. 6—Last

o'clock sailors in

night
shortly after nine
vaded the printing office of the
guided by
clothes

operators,

Pigott Printing Co., and

Ltwo amed men in civilian
who held up the linotype
pressmen and jobbers, compelling the
men of the typographical department
to lie on the floor at the
the office the
ceeded to

rear of
men in uniform pro-
demolish everything in
galleys of
printed

furniture being in-

sight. Forms,
type
matter and office
cluded in the
job was
utes and
worth of
machinery and

machinery,
cases and job stock,
general wreck. The
completed in fifteen min-
thousand dollars
work,

valuable

several
costly expensive
linotype

machines were practically destroyed.

A battery-of late model linotype
machines were the first to receive
attention but evegything suffered
complete ruin,

E Respected Nothing

|  These uniformed sailors, egged on
{by the two civilians who without
xqm-stwn were the authors of the

| whole dastardly outrage,
| nothing. Important and
| printed matter for the
of Church conferences,
catalogs just completed,
for Ole Hanson forwarding

respected
valuable
Red Cross, re-
furn-
tickets
his can-
didacy for mayor, all were treated to
{the same process of destruction. For
|a touch of frightfulness it can hold
|its own with anything pulled off in
the war zone.
Humor in Tragedy
An election card of Ole

f ports
| iture

Il,lnson,

Causing

|Armed Thugs Using Sailors in Uniform Smash Up Pigott Print-

Loss of $15,000.

decrying sedition and violence was

among one of the “jobs” that receiv-
ed marked attention from the sailors
who made the attack.

was, if

He it was who

elected to the position of
mayor to close up the halls
of certain labor organizations and to
extinguish the lights of literature
shining in radical papers. Frequent
and profuse sympathy was expressed
for the picture of Ole Hanson as
visitors to the plant picked the card
trodden under foot, from the floor.

Firm Printed Call.

The fact that this company printed
the Call for the stockholders of
the Call company and that the Daily
Call was growing in strength, cir-
influence—that it was
regarded with extreme hostility by
capitalist interests which it subjected
to criticism-—-that these had long
ago made up their minds to carry
out with violence such a scheme to
destroy the paper whose mission was
to carry the truth to the people—
these things all combined account
for the demolition of the printning
office.

was

culation and

Call Here to Stay

The Daily Call, however, is here
to stay and will not be affected by
this outrageous violence. Not only
jthat but the supporters have rallied
{to the paper in a wonderful manner
and hundreds of visitors to the office
Jdnd more phone calls and wires from
‘all over the country testify to the

| solid foundations upon which the
| paper is built.

SEVENTH BIRTHDAY OF PAPER T0
BE CELEBRATED NEXT MONTH

Here’s a chance for
tors to “do their bit.”

The seventh birthday of The Co-
operative News will be celebrated
’l)y a big social in Everett February
’10th

The past year has been a stren-
|uous one for the paper and we want
to take advantage of the birthday
to give the paper another big boost.

Last year we received all kinds of
vegetables, fruits, fancy work and
useful articles which were sold by
auction at the Social.

This year we want to pull off the
same kind of an affair so we are
going to ask our many friends to
““do their bit” to help sustain the
paper for another year.

all Co-opera-

Country Readers Can Help

All you readers who live outside
of Everett can help by sending to
this office some of the above named
articles. The Everett
will purchase us at the
sale.

We want to make this year’s af-

residents of
them from

SEATTLE This morning, three
union members of the Butcher Work-
|ers, were passing in the vicinity
|of the packing plants in the south
en of the city. They had just reach
|ed between the Henry and Frye

f plants when they were accosted by a
‘

man who apparently was making

an attempt to get in. After a few

| words the sleuth hit the 1nion

%buL‘h\-r and knocked him down while

| other men attacked the other strik
"", both he other WEere badly !
.“’"“"" 1p. ['he

|was some distance away when he
| heard the other 1 3 hely

he turned ywards them

| They made mack I

| which they had been 1

had to be anked up

meantime a Lhe thirad 1niol

JUDGE UPHOLDS RIGHT TO

fair the biggest in the history of
the paper and so we ask our readers

per is greater today than ever before
therefore we need your help more
at this time than at any previous
time.

Just send something that can be
readily sold. If you have nothing
to send us in the line mentioned then
we are always ready to take the
cold cash. All donation will be ac-
knowledged in the colums of this
paper.

Don’t delay. The time is short
and the need is great.

“Do your bit” this year for The
Co-operative News and help up to
strengthen our arm for the greatest
of all conflicts—the overthrow of the
private ownership of the machinery
of wealth production and for the col-
lective ownership of the machinery
necessary for the production of
wealth. D() YOUR BIT NOW.

SEATTLE STRIKING BUTCHERS
BEATEN UP NEAR PACKING PLANT

turned back, scores of men appear-
directions, armed with

man

fed in all

|clubs or knives. One

with a

iticker knife made directly for the

was joined in the
against the unionist by an-
other scab. In the meantime the
machine had itarted up, and
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ble. The cost of producmg ‘the pa-




