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PITT rOB VENEZUELA.

We. have allowed OUmelves to become accustomed to look upon the

Central and South American countries as "easy marks" for the cunning,

bold-blooded concessionaires from the north.

We are apt to waste much Sympathy upon poor Venezuela, Imagining

her to be impotent and helpless in the grasp of foreign capitalists who

have surreptitiously gained control of her rich resources.

It is perfectly natural that we should take fliis view, from the fact

that Venezuela, along with most of the other South and Central American

Countries, have furnished abundant proof of inability to properly promote

their own financial nnd industrial affairs.

Hut the fact Is that their development has been plow, not because of

looseness of attention, but because of the strictness of demands made

Upon concessionaires. Venezuela, for instance, retards her progress, not

.
by granting too much to foreign capital nnd exacting too little, but by

granting too little and exacting too much.

The cunning from which these countries sufT-r Is their own. They

Sire victims of their own overcautious?.ess and greed. So the general sym-

pathy is a misfit.

A summary of a concession recently granted by Venezuela for the con-
struction of n railway line between Maracaibo and Parija illustrates the

extreme jealous care with which the little republic guards her interests.

The concessionaires arc required to also establish n steamship line be-

tween Maracaibo and Barranquita. The grant is for 09 years, at the ex-

piration of which time the railway, with all its rolling stock, warehouses

nnd offices, shall become national property. The government also reserves

the right to buy the road at any time. Mails are to be carried free. Gov-

ernment troops and baggage, as also government employes on service, are

to bo transported at half fare. The grant is not transferable except with

consent of the national executive.

Pity for Venezuela "in tbe grasp of foreign capital vanishes when

these conditions of grants are contrasted with those in our own country.

Contrast it, for instance, with the Credit Mobilier scheme, by which

this government, in the construction of tlie T'nion Pacific railroad, fur-
bished three or four times as much money as the construction required and

then left the completed road in the hands of a private corporation.

And the everyday method with us Is not much better for the govern-

ment and the people. We freely give railways terminal facilities, rights-

of-way and special privileges uncounted and then wonder why we are Im-

posed upon and mr<rvel at the power that corporations possess and -wield
over us all from the highest legislative body in the land down to the poor

widow who is refused compensation for her killed cow.

No, Venezuela is not suffering from northern cunning. She may be

Blow in development, but the facts in her case considered with the facts
lh our own experience Indicate that when she finally does get railroads she
will have them under control.

Her railroads and other great corporate interests will not be the gov-

eminent in disguise.

HE KISSED HIS MOTHEB.

"The burnt wood and leather was
the eastern fad three years ago. Hast
year the fad In the east was the Imi-
tation Indian basket. This year the
fad la being repeated, and also mak-
ing headway In Spokane.

"Spokane's fad last Christmas ran
very much to celluloid goods. The
country people who are shopping in
the city are purchasing toilet eases
and their tastes are running to cellu-
loid goods. The Spokane shoppers
are more skeptical, having had access
to the displays In the various win-
dows their minds are usually made tip

before entering the store. The coun-
try people who spent $1.50 for a cel-
luloid collar box last year are paying
$1(1 an?l Sls today for their presents.
This shows the country's prosperity.

"Tlie Spokane people who are pur-
chasing articles are taking nothing
but the high-priced goods. There Is
always some particular object which
will sway the majority of the people

The following circular has been
received here at the offices of the

U. R. & N. Co.:
"Office of the President, Portland.

December 25.? General Notice?On

January 1, li>o3, the Oregon Railroad
& Navigation company will establish
a pension system and provide tho
necessary fund for the same the bene-
fits of which will accrue to those
employes who have been 20 years con-
tinuously in tbe company's service
and who have reached an age necessi-
tating retirement therefrom. The
amount of pension to be paid any
employe will depend upon the length
of his continuous service with the
company, and his average monthly
salary during the last 10 years there-
of. Full particulars of this plan will

Sum up all there Is in the world, and among it all can be found noth-

ing that bespeaks better for a boy than the kiss he gives his mother.

A Chicago judge is somewhat of this same opinion. He judged two

boys less from the evidence given by witnesses than from the evidence

presented by themselves in their treatment of their mothers in court

One boy whom the judge decided must go to the reformatory, tender-

ly kissed his mother goodby, sinking his own misfortune in sympathy

with the sorrow of his mother. The judge looked on, and instantly de-

cided that there was enough good in that boy to enable him and his

mother to work out his salvation.

At the same moment, another boy, whom the same Judge had an-

nounced would probably go free, glanced mealy nt bis mother, who Bat

Weeping, and started to walk out. That boy will go to tlie reformatory.

We bear much of the redeeming virtue of a boy's love for his mother.

No one doubts it. It is recognized everywhere in principle, bat Seldom

heeded in practice.

This Judge has only applied common sense in Interpretation of tho

law. Perhaps few judges take the trouble to do It. lint it Is worth while.

The boy against whom the evidence seemed conclusive, but in bis

extremity thought first of his mother's sorrow, has good stuff in him. In

Bending him back home with his mother the Judge sent him to the best re-

formatory in the world.

It was no chance kiss. People do not do things by chance at crucial

moments. It was then that all the elements in one's character became

stimulated to the highest tension and the resultant act indicates the real

cha meter.

The kiss of bis mother had become one of tho most important

things In that boy's life. When the crisis came he turned to it instinct-

ively. The mother love, perhaps never fully realized before, opened to

blm as his first refuge.

Memories of lullabies, of midnight vigils, of toil and worry and sac-

rifice and unwavering devotion came upon that boy's mind and heart

and soul in a flood.

He could no more resist that inclination to kiss his mother than he

could at that moment remould his character.

Such a boy may yield to temptations. Had companions may lead him

Into trouble. He may commit crimes and the evidence against him be

conclusive. Hut so long as the love of mother remains his strongest

emotional force there can be little pollution in his heart and must be much

hope for bis complete redemption.

BUT LITTLE WHEAT
LEFT WITH FARMERS

flour mills state that of the
Mtimated state wheat production of

36,000,000 bushels about 18,000,000

has been shipped to Puget sound, as
lias about 6,000,000 bushels of the
J.i crop. Of the six or seven mil-

lions remaining of tho Washington
crop, the bulk has been sold to rolling

mills, a larger proportion than re-
main* with the growers, so, with tho
possible exception of the Wenatthee

valley, very little grain Is held by
the farmers.

Though the yield per acre has not
been so heavy this year as some years
previous, the acreage is larger. The
quality Is up to standard.

In Idaho the yield has been about
10,000.000 bushels, Portland and Ida-
ho mills taking half of it Another
year a still larger crop is expected,
as the acreage In Idaho lias been in-
creased one-third.

A big lump of brownish, pungent-
smelling substance lay on a marble

slab on a down-town drugstore

counter.

The clerk was gravely slicing off

an inch of it while the operation was

acutely watched by a woman, prob-

ably past 30, handsomely gowned,

dainty to her glove tips and with a

face that would bear a second inspec-
tion.

Besides her beauty the face was a

notable one for tho languor of the

large eyes when they turned from

watching the clerk. Tho Inch of

brown stuff that resembled in looks
a badly managed quid of navy plug

was neatly boxed and wrapped and

handed over to the beautiful custom-
er, who hurried out.

"What was that stuff?" asked the

Press man. "Haw opium," was tho
whisper. "Walt a bit I'll tell you
about It." and the clerk hurried to
the waiting group at tlie nearby
counter.

When the crowd, save a couple of
ladies whose prescriptions were being
tilled, had gone the clerk came back.

"That wo amnyou saw is one of
the worst opium fiends In tbe west."

"Why do I sell it to her? If you
had been here when I first refused
her you would know.

"It was past midnight about a year
ago when It happened, Just about
llils time of the year. The snow was
deep outside and falling heavily. I
had an 'exam' coming and was look-

Burnt Wood and Leather and
Celluloid Goods are the

Fads of Xmas Shoppers.
amounted to less in return than In

; any previous year. Hut all of a sud-
den the epidemic for expensive goods

fell upon us and we are unable to
supply the demand for the high-priced

| gooils.

"Our two heaviest days are yet to
! come, and, taking a hurried glance
' through the store, it will undoubtedly

run .'ls per cent better than the total
receipts of last year."

The closing days of the holidays'
'\u25a0 trade of Spokane will mark an ad-
| vance of nearly 60 per cent over last
year's purchases. Tlie reasons for the
jump is explained by the change in
tli" tastes of the people to the high-
est-priced articles and tlie general

prosperity of the city.

Several of the large establishments
have planned to remember their om-

; ployes on Christmas day and also he

as lenient as possible in regard to
their hours between Christmas and

: Now Years.

and especially at a Christmas tim<\
j whin tho purchase of one person in- ;
fluences the purchases of others. This

j year the fad is of a higher order than
j usual. Spokane people have turned
to art.

"This morning all burnt wood and
leather or 'applied art' goods, as they
are called, are reported as being very
scarce. There has been an unusual
demand for the burnt goods and near-
ly every article we have had In stock
lias been taken." says n department

store manager. "And," he eontiniied.
"nearly every article of art. Including

the burnt goods, is produced by Sbo-
kane talent." "It is Impossible jto
sell cheap goods this year, i People
have the money and they want to
spend it for high-priced goods," he
continued.

"The first three days we had a gen-
eral run on the cheap articles by the
farmers and city people. Our clerks
made out more cash slips which

O. R. 8p N. Xmas
Present to Employes.

be announced In due time. By au-
thority of the board of directors."

The inauguration of the pension
system is in pursuit of the policy of
tlie Harriman syndicate linos to retire
the old men in the service who desire,

to quit and to reward them In accord-
ance with the length and continuity
of their service for the company.

It Is optional with a man to quit
work on the O. R. & N. in any de-
partment, if he has reached the age
of CO and if he has been on the pay-
rolls for 20 years he will be given

a pension on a basis of his average
monthly salary for 10 years of that
lergth of time. An employe at the
age of 60 does not have to retire from
the active life, but may continue to
work for the company.

A satisfactory and generous oonces-

slon on tho part of the company is

to the effect that an employe having

retired from the service of the cor-
poration can go to work for any other
institution or railway company and
at the same time receive his pension
just the same.

How many men In the various de-
partments of the O. H. & N. system
will be listed as qualified to receive
the benefits of the pension system Is
not known yet. The information,
President Mohler states, is being

made up in the auditing department,

and will be forthcoming In due tlmo.

He states that the rule of length of
service for the company applies to all
allied branches of the Union Pacific
system. This Is to say that if a
man began work for the Orecon Short
Jjlne or Union Pacific and then later
worked for the O. R. & N., his service

on any branch of the system is taken
into account and is duly accredited.

It is optional with a man after
reaching CO years of age to labor 10
years longer, but at 70 railroad cor-
porations have universally come to
the conclusion that he hns worked
long enough and should quit aud rest.

ALL IS LOST SAVE HONOR.

' PARIS.?DEPUTY rOUKNIER INTRODUCED A BILL IN THE CIiAMBER OF DEPUTIES FBOVID

ING FOB THE ABOLITION OF FBENCH TITLES OF NOBILITY."?NEWS ITEM.

Pretty Girl Fights Druggist
to Obtain Opium.

ing up my pharmacopaeia back on
the prescription counter. I was alone
and glad of it, because I had some
hard studying before me.

"I thought I heard the door softly

open and I peered througli the rod [
glass there that protects the pre-
Bcriptlon man from tbe curious, but I
could see no one. I was convinced
that the door had been opened and I
stepped around the counter to see.

"1 saw her then and knew why I
had not seen her first. She was lean- :

ing over the counter between the j
cases there. Her face was hidden
in her hands and at first I did not
recognise her as the person to whom
I had vowed not to sell more of tlie
stuff.

" 'What may I do for you?' I ask-
ed as Severely as possible, though

much shaken by the woman's appar-
ent misery.

"She appeared dazed at first nnd
began to tell of some little event,

rattling on. sometimes laughing, then

almost tearfully ~s though the trivial

occurrence were of utmost import- j
ance. Tiring suddenly, she was silent

a moment and then said: "Give me
a dollar's worth, please,' and so mov-
ed was I that I could do no mure
than shake my head.

"With a half run and a little leap
She was at my side behind the coun-
ter. 'You won't? In the name of

good Christ you must,' she screamed.
'I've been every place and they don't
know me, but you do and I'll kill you
unless I get it.'

"She meant every word she said,
but of course bad no weapon to
carry out her threat, und I remained

obdurate while her grasp upon my
wrist tightened.

"1 tried to get near the push but-
ton to awaken the errand boy, sleep-
ing in the rear room, but sho saw
my purpose and then came a storm
of tears, coaxings, pleadings, moro
than once on her knees, as she told
of her pitiable condition, only too
obvious.

"I have given myself much credit
sineo then for my determination in
that case in spite of my final yielding.

"1 have never since opposed her
buying, but when I'm hero alone I
try to talk with her about her doom
if she iloes not break off. I am always
met with the same sad smile and the
ecstatic languor of the eyes as she In-
hales the fumes oX tlie parcel hugged

close to her bosom.
"Then there are tho women mor-

phine fiends. "I declare." said tho
clerk with an air of despair, "if I
don't believe that more of that stuff
is sold than any othor narcotic on
the market. And they use it in evory
way possible.

"A dozen women I know of carry
daily the little red marks on their
arms that show where tho needle has
entered. And some otlwrs who have
no outward marks to indicato its
use I know from their rei>eated pur-
chases and their eyes that they
eat It.

"Yen shi," repeated tho clerk
thoughtfully. "No, that can't be pur-
chased at a drug store. It is the
ashes from the opium pipe snJ is
eaten. It Is black and very little goes
a long way. I understand that some
women ale taking to using that bore,"

TilX SPOKANE PRESSt TFESIIAT, IHOI'KMPKK 23, Iwia.

t>o you know the se*
eret of good printing;?
Perhaps you don't as
none hut the great ar-
tists have It exactly lo-
cated. We cannot place
our linger upon It, hut
we know that some-
where within lino work-
manship, the best of
materials and perfect
equipment the secret
lies, and In order that
no chances may be
taken we include all
these in our scheme of
business. The result is
a grade of printing that
hundreds of Spokane
business men have come
to know and appreciate.

inland
Printing co.
610-619 Sprasraa Aye.

SEEHORN
TRANSFER
COMPANY

Contractor
and Builder

?11 Sprague Aye.

Phone Slack 3651.

BAR, CAFE
AND CLUB

No. 222-224 Post St. Tel. M. 63».
Residence Phone S. 271.

STORAGE?We store all kinds of
goods.

WE MOVE?Machinery, boilers,
merchandise, household goods, every-
thing.

MEDICALLAKE
\ SOAP

r
After all, what can improve on the food which
the child gets from its mother. Mother Nature
provides us, her children, with a perfect medi-
cal food in riedical Lake Salts, and fledlcal
Lake Toilet Snap containing as it does 10J< of
these famous Salts, ii the purest, sweetest

_

- medicated soap made. Use It In the little
one's bath, for it will make the skin bright and clear and free
it from all irritations and blemishes of the skin caused by Prickly
Heat, Rash, flosquito Bites, etc. r

It's soothing, healing, purifying qualities are especially beneficial to
babies and young children?a necessary toilet article for every house-
hold?you will never be without it once you have proved it's charming
efficacy. Druggists sell it?2s cents a cake.

Buy fledlcal Lake Ointment, 25 cents a box, and use it for all
eruptions of the skin. Itwill improve the complexion and is inval-
uable for Sunburn, Windburn, Eczema, Itching Piles, Mosquito
and all Insect Bites. Not greasy or sticky?is immediately absorbed

MEDICAL. LAKE REfIRDIES ARB NOT PATENT MEDICINES.

MEDICAL LAKE SALTS MFG. CO., Sole Mfrs.
NEW YORK AND SPOKANE, WASH.

FIRE SALE.
The lnsuranoe adjusters having

finished their work we uro now of-
fering our stock,

I DAMAGED BY WATEB ONLY,
Nt greatly reduced prices. Cut-
ters nnd sleighs, carriage! and
wagons, harness, lap robes and I
whips at I
30 TO 60 PEB CENT BELOW

ACTUAL VALUE.
MUST BE SOLD AT OBOE.

E. E. PLOUGH, Agent.

John T. Huetter

Phone Main 13.

Symons BlocK, Spohane

Why Do Business
In the Dark?

BAGGAGE
Phone Main 517

QUICI. PARCEL DHIVIPT CO.
720 FIRST AYE.

We are soiling out the following
goods to reduce our stock:
1-gallon tins maple syrup 91.05
1-pound bird seed (with cuttlo

bone), 3 r*""~*" tn iTTirtem -33

Tints, Binder's catsup .... m .30

Qold dust .90

When You
Can Have

Daylight Stores
By Using

PRISM
GLASS

Sold by

li(imt (tilt (pur

Stadcbakek Carriage Repository.

The Owl
The Popular Resort.

MAXWELL & HOLUNGBERY
PLUMBERS,

STEAM AND GAS FITTERS.

"
."J

w
""T ZJ»

613-515 Spragus Aye.

Jones & Dillingham,
Agents for

American 3 Way Prism Co.

Information and Estimates
on Application.

The Pennsylvania Mortgage
and Investment Company

This Is the Light
SEEK NO FURTHER

Order From

Basement of Auditorium

SPOKANE, WASH.

We make FARM and
CITY Loans at as low
rates as is consistent
with legitimate bus-
iness, on carefully se-
lected properties.

The Clifton Water Power (o,

J. GRIER LONG,
Manager.

Repair Work a Specialty.
1003 Sprague Aye., Spokane, Waah.

> Telephone Dlue 266.

Empire State Building.

Spokane Drewin? (Nin; (o.
BREWERS AND
BOTTLERS OF

THE CELEBRATED
"GOLD TOP"
BOTTLED BEER

FAMILY ORDERS MAIN508

The fidelity National Ban*.
Spokane. Wash.

Capital %llHllSurplus »S,00(»
Oflloers and Directors:

Qeo 8. llrooke. l'resldent.
f). K. McPherson. Vice President

A. W. Lindsay. Cashier.
li H. Brownoll. Asst. Cashier.

Exchange National Bank
or SPOKAWE, WASH.

Designated Depository United State*.

We have for Sale

Capital 1250,000.00
Surplus and undivided

prottte 1179,688.93

n general merchandise store at
Invoice price. Good location.
Present sales are over 11600
per month.

Ames Mercantile Agency.
Umpire State

Oregon R. R. & Nay. Co.
Oregon Short Line R. «. .

Union Pacific R. R.IS. J. Dyer, President; Chas. Sweeny,
Vice President: C E. Mcßroom.
Cashier; W. M. Shaw, Assistant
Catthler.

ONLY LINE EAST VIA

Salt Lahe and Denver

Chant
Music Co.

Several
Leading
Makes of

TWO TKAINB DAILY.

Steamship tickets to Europe and
other foreign countries.

; PIANOS AND ORGANS
Prices and terms lowest evor of-

fered,

Bend for Illustrated catalogue.

CHICAGO TAILORING COMPANY,
Oscar Sowards, Prop.

f
. . I . _ .« _

A 31 «r
_

«
X._ <«

Sulta made to order. Lady tailor-
ing a specialty. Steam cleaning,
dyeing and repairing. Will press
one suit a week for |1.50 B month.
217 Teniplo Court, Spokane, Wash.
I'Uone Front KM.

Dally Spokane Tlmo Hcliedulo Dally
Dep. I BCeoUve June 22, 1302, | Arr.

rTttii | FAST MAll.?To and
A. M. from Coeur d'Aleno dis-

trict, Farmlngton, Gar-
lleld, Colfax, ?Pullman,
man, *Moncow, *Pom-
roy, WaltSDUrf, Day-
ton, Walla Walln. Pen-
dleton, Uaker City, and 8:39
all polntß MAST. P. M.

3:48 EXPRESS- For Fnrm-
P. JUL. Ingtou, Colfax, Pullman,

Pullman, Moscow, Lowta-
Iston, Portland, San
Francisco, llaker City *

! nil points TOAST.
FX PRESS ? From all

points FAST, linker
City, Ban Francisco,
Portland, Colfax, Gar- 9:80
Held nnd Farmlngton. A. M.

?Except Sunday.

Snort Uno to California, San Frnn-
?taoo-Portland route. Hteamors mU
from Alnsworth dock, Furlund, at i
p. m . every five days.

I GEO. J. MOHLEK, Gen. Agt..
430 Klvorslde Aye.. Spokane, Wash,

Telephone Main ii,-.


