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INTERSTATE COMMERCE
COMMISSION STRIKES

Defy the President's Order to Probe
Railway Wage Reductions.

WASHINGTON, D. C, Feh. 22.?
A general shaking up of the inter-
state commerce commission may

result because of the attitude of
the commissioners towards the
president's order calling for an in-
vestigation of the proposed rail-
road wage reduction.

The president has been informed
that Chairman Knapp said to a
friend that the president's letter

was "merely a political docu-
ment."

A number of the commission
were amazed at receipt of the let-
ter ordering them to take up the
wage rate question. They could not
find a shred of authority by either
law or precedent to justify them in
doing such a thing.

They frankly state the commis-
sion does not intend to take any
steps.

TO WAR ON PROHIBITION
LIQUOR DEALERS ORGANIZE

FOR CAMPAIGN IN EVERY
CITY, TOWN AND COUNTY IN
THE UNITED STATES.

CHICAGO, Feh. 22.?Prohibition
is to be fought in every town, city
and county In the United States.
A national federation with execu-
tive headquarters in Chicago, made
up of every association directly or
Indirectly associated with the li-
quor traffic, has been organized.
John A. McDermont, of Chicago,
has been made manager of the
federation.

The general plans for a prolimln-

ary contest have been formulated,
and the promoters thought the
time ripe to make a public an-
nouncement. The organization will
seek to ally itself with labor or-
ganizations, glass fixture, cigar and
soda water manufacturers and
such national bodies as the Ger-
man alliance and United societies.
It Is estimated that this organiza-
tion will be able to keep in touch
with 1,200,(100 followers.

The formation of a publicity bu-
reau is one of the first efforts of
the association, and considerable
printed matter and newspaper ma-
terial will be sent out soon.

AFTER KING ED'S JOB
i Then there is a body of English
enthusiasts who claim that neither
Edward nor his family have any
business to rule over the British
empire. They are supporters of the
house of Stuart, and claim that the
real sovereign of England is a Ba-
varian princess named Mary, who
ought to be queen with the title of
Mary 11.

The last Stuart to be king of
England was James 11. who was
driven out of the country to make
room for William of Orange. The
male heirs of this house have all

'died and Mary is all they have left
to offer. A small newspaper is pub-
lished In London In the interests
of the Stuart restoration, and some
of the folks who subscribe to it be-
lieve they can put Edward out of

i business.

Special Correspondence to The Fre«« t
LONDON, Eeb. 22.?Theoretical-

ly there Is no monarch in Europe
who has a firmer seat on his throne
than King Edward. Actually, how-
ever, every few months somebody
gets up a meeting and claims that
he does not really belong In the
king class at all.

There has been a perpetual dis-
pute for ' years with patriotic
Scotchmen as to whether he ought
to be called King Edward VII or
Edward I. The Scotch claim that
all the English Edwards, from the
first to the sixth, were kings before'
Scotland became part of Great

? . Britain. The present Edward, they
say. Is the first king of that nam-

\u25a0who has ruled over all the British
isles, and his title ougnt to be Ed-
ward I. I

HURRY UP THAT
NAVAL TROPHY

A Press reftder wants to know
what lias become of the money sub-
scribed by citizens which the cham-
ber of commerce was to use In the
purchase of a suitable cup to offer
as a naval shooting trophy.

Assistant See. Dresner, of the
chamber of commerce, today said
that tlie amount. $257.25, is now iv
the hands of the secretary and will
not be used for the purchase of a
cup until the subscription has been
increased to $500, which would buy
a more suitable and belter cup
than the sum thus far subscribed.
It Is expected that an effort to in-
crease the subscription to $r>oo will
be begun soon.

The reader suggests that the
chamber get a move on, as the
fleet will soon be on the Pacific
coast.

TEXAS RAILROADS
WILL DEFY STATE

EIGHT HOUR LAW
DALLAS, Tex., Feb. 22.?Acting

on advice of their attorneys, rail-
roads in Texas have decided that
they will Ignore and defy the eight
hour law in relation to employment
of telegraphers. The operators
will carry the case Into court.

An operator at Granger has com-
plained to the state attorney and
the ease will soon be started.

STUDENTS FOLLOW
BEER KEG DRAPED

IN DEEP MOURNING
STANFORD UNIVERSITY, Cal.,

Feb. 22. ?A beer keg draped In
mourning followed by 700 students
in masquerade costume was the
feature of the annual Washington
birthday parade, which is a tradi-
tion on the Stanford campus,

\u25a0nhe recent Agitation against Ihe
"steam beer wave' 1 by Pres. Jor-
dan caused Interest In the morn-
ing proceedings.

NAME VICE PRESIDENTS
The executive committee of the

Taft club met at noon In the office!
of Attorney N. B. Nash and named
Vice presidents for county and city
prt (ducts.

MRS. ROCKWELL VERY ILL
Mrs. T. D. Rockwell, wife of Tax

Commissioner Hoekwell, of Siie-
RRtte, is critically 111 at a hospital
in Tacoma.

TEAMSTERS RUIN
CINDER PATHS

The bicycle cinder paths on
Sprague and Maple sts will soon be
useless unless the bicycle commis-
sion takes speedy action to prevent
them being used as part of the
roadway by teams. For some rea-
son or other the average teamster
seems to have a grudge at a bicycle
path and rarely overlooks an op-
portunity to leave his wheel marks
In it.

This sort of thing has practically
ruined parts of the paths mention-
ed. They were laid at consider-
able expense and bicycle owners
are Still paying license fees which
are supposed to be used for the
maintenance of paths.

GROCERS KICK ON
FACTORY PRICE
A discussion of trade conditions

was held in the chamber of com-
merce rooms last night by mem-
bers of the Spokane Retail Grocers'
association and representatives of
the cracker and candy manufac-
turers. The grocers believed they
had a grievance in that different
prices were charged retailers by
the manufacturers.

The manufacturers showed that
although there was difference to
OUtlide retailers. Spokane retailers
all were charged the same price.
About 40 men attended.

SOLDIERS WILL
DANCE TONIGHT

I and H companies of the stale
militia paraded Riverside and
Sprague ays. this morning in full
kit as a part of the national guard
celebration of Washington's birth-
day. The companies art' nearly up

10 full strength and made a fine
appearance in dress uniform.

This evening 1 company gives a
benefit dance at the armory, the
proceeds to be used for furnishing
the company quarter! in the arm-
ory. The ballroctn will be decor-
ated witli the colors, and the boys
will be there in full uniform and
brass buttons.

PIONEER PAPER SOLD

SACRAMENTO, CaL, Peb. 22!?
Thi 1 .Morning Union, one of the
eldest papers in California. has
been purchased b.v the Calkins'
newspapff syndicate.

BUILD NEW LINE
IN OREGON

HOOD RIVER, Ore., Feb. 22.?

Preliminary plans are In process of
formation for an extension of the

Hood River road tip the valley; and

an extension of the Sumpter Val-
ley railroad, forming a road for
central Oregon with a termiinus at
Prineville. A party of surveyors
Is at work under Engineer Joseph
A. West. Work on the extension 01
the Hood River road has already
begun, a steam shovel gang going
to work at Dee yesterday.

The proposed extension of the
Sumpter valley line would cause it
to pass through Canyon City and
Grant county to prineville.

CHICKEN FEED
COUNTERFEIT

Somebody with a genius for
making things that look like silver
dimes is Imposing on the con-
fidence of the unsophisticated
candy boxes on the backs of the-
ater chairs. Being of the same
thickness as tbe real dime, the ma-
chine takes them at par value and
faithfully disgorges its package of
candy in return. Then it gleefully
shells out the counterfeits when
the owner conies around to collect
the proceeds of a performance.

Two of theso imitations taken
out of boxes at the Empire have
been given a perfect dime stamp,
although the metal would be de-
tected were an attempt made to
pass them over the counter. They
are made of an alloy somewhat
lighter than the legal coin, but the
stamp has been taken from a gen-
uine dime and must have been
mnde with a die.

As there was no necessity of put-
ting on the stamp were the counter-
feits designed solely to swindle
candy boxes, it is suspected that
bad money makers are experiment-
ing In this city and merely bun-
coed the box by way of recreation.
An alloy closely resembling silver,
with the same stamp, would prob-
ably pass, and a search has been
started to trace the source of the
bogus money.

DOG POISONERS
AT WORK

The set of dog thieves and poi-
soners who infest the city and
whom the police have been too
busy hunting holdup men to inter-
fere with, have another charge

laid at their door. Attorney Pat
Shine's valuable Scotch collie has
died, presumably from poisoning.

On several occasions people
whose dogs weer stolen found them
at Fort Wright, where the soldiers
had taken them, Other times ne-
groes had them. Negro porters on
railway trains do a remunerative
business in dogs, which they steal
in one city and sell in some other
along the line of their runs.

KETCHELL AND
SULLIVAN AT IT

SAN Fit AN CISCO, Feb. 22.?
With fair weather promised, a
bumper crowd is expected at
Oceanvlew arena this afternoon for
the middleweight championship
elimination scrap between Stanley
Ketchell and Mike Twin Sullivan.
The fighters weighed in at 10
o'clock this morning nnd neither
budged the scales, which were set
at the 154 pound mark. Bet tins
was 2 to 1 that Ketchell would win
and even money Sullivan would
last 20 rounds. The scheduled dis-
tance is 25 rounds.

SALOON ROBBERIES
Martin Burke was robbed of

watch and chain in the All Nations
saloon last night and Ed Thnmp-
Hon was touched for his watch in
the Montana saloon, according to
reports they made to the police.

CAPT. COVERLY LAID UP

Police Captain Coverly is laid up
with a bad caae of erysipelas. He
will not be on duty for several
days.

C. w. Heskett, of 910 Tenth ay.,
notified the police today that a
Winchester rifle had been stolen

I from bit place.

Long Way To the White House Sam

MRS. QUAKER STATE: FARE THEE WELL, PHILANDY; AND HERE'S A LITTLE PLAIN
'LUNCH TO HELP THEE ON THY WAY.

IF TAFT FAILS WILL
ROOSEVELT IE II?

PRESIDENT WILL ATTEND
CONVENTION IN PERSON TO
SEE THAT JOBS NOW BEING
PUT UP ARE HEADED OFF.

WASHINGTON, D. C, Feb. 22.?
Under certain conditions Roose-
velt, may break ail precedent and
attend the republican national con-
vention at Chicago.

He will do this for two reasons.
One is to prevent any enthusiastic
friend from attempting to engineer
a stampede in his favor, and the
other is to see that the national
committee plays fair in its deci-
sions in relation to contesting dele-
gations from states where there
are contests.

It is believed that well defined

plan? are being made to put enough
contesting delegations into the
field to throw the control of the
convention into the hands of the
national committee, which will
pass on the claims of rival sets of
delegates.

The president realizes that cer-
tain interests would go far and
spend a great amount of money to
swing the convention away from
Taft. To see that no such gigantic,
scheme of political fraud is con-
summated would be the presi-
dent's aim In being on the spot.

The leading question now is,
would Roosevelt throw himself Into,

the breach and capture the nomina-
tion if the scheme to block Taft
succeeds?

TWO THUGS BEAT AND
ROB HELPLESS VICTIM

Murderously beaten with a rock
and robbed of $15, was the story
told the police this morning by
Rosa Johnson, a laborer, who since
coming in from the railroad Cam pi
has been living in the Havana
hotel.

Johnson was drinking last night.
He visited many saloons and In
one, the name of which he does
not know, he made the acquaint-
ance of two men, who stayed with
him as long as he would buy
whiskey. They remained together
until late and Johnson announced
that it was time for htm to go to

bed. The men told him there was
a saloonkeeper near Division st.
whom they wished him to meet.
The three then started, turned
north on Division and when near
the bridge Johnson was suddenly
set upon and beaten.

One man felled him with a blow
from a rock upon the head. The
other man searched his pockets
while he was prostrute and secured
about $15?all he had left out of
his summer and fall wages. John-
son was too bewildered to tell the
direction the thugs fled after they
left him.

WILLING TO PUT UP BOND
INDEPENDENT EXPRESSMEN

HAVE ALSO APPEALED TO
INTERSTATE COMMERCE
COMMISSION AGAINST LO
CAL MONOPOLY.

One hundred dollsr bond in addl
tlon to the $2 a year license is ad
vocated for expressmen by J. N
McGttlre, elected spokesman of the
300 or more expressmen now in the
city. This is the outcome of the
controversy between Independent
expressmen and the Pacific Trans
fer Co., which has a monopoly o!
railroad business. When the in
dependent men made complaint t<
railroad officials they were told tha
they were unreliable, and If undei
bond the company would feel safe
in encouraging their business. Ai
It is now there is little protectiot
for the public.

Mr. McGulre said this mornini
that all of the expressmen talkec
to are with him for a $100 bond
He lias tiled a reijuest with the ctt;

Clerk in which the council is asked
to pass an ordinance compelling
ail expressmen to put up a $100
bond if they desire to do business.

"This would Insure the safe de-
livery of baggage placed in our
hatds and be a protection not only
to tbe public but also to ourselves
as well."

It is proposed to appeal to the
Interstate commerce commission
for some sort of relief from the
present monopoly granted by the
railroads to the Pacific Transfer
Co. Mr. McGulre has communicated
with the attorney general on behalf
of 300 expressmen who desire the
matter looked Into.

CALIFORNIA DERBY DAY

EMEUYVILLE. Cel., Feb. 22.?
Eight contenders will fight for the
honor of winning the California
derby toduy over the Emeryville
track. The prospects ale good for
a fast truck and big crowd.

SCOTT DENIES
SENATE DEAL

PORTLAND, Feb. 22.?Harvey
W. Scott, editor of the Oregonian,
makes a complete denial of both
authorship and knowledge of an al-
leged agreement between U. S. Sen.
Bourne and Scott in relation to the
senatorshlp which is published in
the March American Magazine by
Lincoln Stffens.

Scott in an editorial declares:
"It is simply fiction. This so-

called agreement alleged to have
been written by Mr. Scott was not
written by him nor dictated by him
nor ever seen by him until now.
It never existed. It is a fabrica-
tion by somebody. It follows, of
course, that It was not wired to
Salem on the last night of the ses-
sion, or at any time by Mr. Ladd,
or anyone else, and Mr. Ladd more-
"over, never saw it until it was
shown him in this magazine ar-
ticle."

HUGHES TALKS
OF BIG STICK

CHICAGO, Feb. 22.?Governor
Hughes, in delivering a Washing-
ton birthday address before the
Union League club today, urged a
settlned governmental policy as the
only means of restoring public con-
fidence in the commercial world.
He declared federal and state laws
should be definite and applied with
precision to practices sought to be
reached.

"Enforcement of just laws has no
terrors for those engaged in legiti-
mate business. The way to get
rid of abuses is to attack them di-
rectly," he said.

ZEAL MAY COST
BRILEY'S LIFE

Detective Bob Briley, who sub-
mitted to an operation for appen-
dicitis a few weeks ago, under-
went another operation at Sacred
Heart hospital yesterday. Bob has
ached to go on duty since the town
has been run by thugs and hold-
ups, and two weeks after his opera-
tion was on the streets and intend-
ed to get busy in a few days when
he was attacked by a relapse and
was taken to his home. A few
days ago he was again taken to
Sacred Heart. His recovery is
doubtful.

ROOMER TOOK THE
FURNITURE WITH HIM
John White had a roomer at

! E2- 2 Front ay. John White liasn't
\ the roomer now , lu:t the roomer
I has John White s washbowl, chair
jand lamp. White notified the po-
lice to look out for "Bill." He

'didn't know Bill's other name.

CALLS HENEY
A LEADER OF

DESPERADOES
WASHINGTON, D C, Feb. 22.?

Characterizing Francis 3. Heney
and the men associated with him
as a desperate gang of conspirators
"seeking to injure his name and
reputation," Sen. Charles W. Ful-
ton, of Oregon, has prepared a
sizzling reply to Honey's charges
made In a speech at Portland.

Fulton's statement has been sent
to papers on the Pacific coast and
will probably be released tonight
or Monday. Fulton presents copies
of letters and telegrams to prove
his assertions.

He declares, after paying his re-
spects with impartiality to George
C. Brownell, Johnson Smith, Heney
and Gov. Chamberlain, that after
20 years of public life Heney is the
first to bring charges against his
integrity.

Fulton lays Heney's animosity to

ROBBED HIS BEST FRIENDS]
A story telling of the ingratitude

of 14 year old Eli Crosby, Seattle
newsboy, who took French leave of
his self appointed guardian, George

Engle, of the Seattle Star, and
stole the newsboys' union sick fund
of $56.25, has reached local police
authorities. Little Eli is now a fu-
gitive from Justice with a reward
upon his head.

About a year and a half ago Eli
went down to the beach of Hood's
canal to meet his father, who had
gone before daylight on his custom-
ary fishing trip. As the little fel-
low scanned the waters the waves
washed his father's body upon the
beach at Ell's feet. The little fel-
low ran to town and 'his story
caused tears.

the fact that Fulton opposed He-
ney's appointment as assistant
prosecutor, and that Heney is now.
seeking revenge. I

Fulton absolutely denies the
charge made by Smith that during
the "holdup" session of 1897 he
promked Smith $1,500 if Smith
would go In and help organize thef
legislature. He will say, however,
that he is convinced Smith did re-
ceive the money from Mitchell.

Six years later, Fulton will say,
he heard that Smith was an ap- ?

plicant for a position in the state
prison, and then Fulton will say h*
went to Chamberlain and told him

Several prominent people offered

the facts. \u25a0 '

Fulton will then say that Cham*
berlain not only appointed him in)!
face of these facts, but approved
of Smith's "admitted and dellber-,
ate filching of Mitchell's money.'*,

the little orphan a home. Hlsj
mother had died only a short timo"!
before his father drowned, and hqi,
was alone in the world.

George Engler, who at one time]
had been a newsboy but had
to the circulation department of
his paper, took compassion on Eli, .
gave him a room at his home and
got him a "corner" where he could
sell newspapers. He became one
of the family and the pet of Mrs.
Bflgler. Mr. Engler was treasurer j
of the newsboys' union and kept!
the funds at his home. Ell knew*
this. One day when Mrs. Engler
returned home she noticed that
Eli's Sunday suit was missing.
Later it was ascertained that EH,
the money and a watch were also
gone, It has been learned that the
boy's brother was an ex-convict. |

SPOKANE MAYHAVE NEXT >

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE
If L. P. Hornberger, state repre-

sentative from the Sixth district,
which includes a portion of the city
west of Monroe st., is reelected this
fall Spokane will probably have
the speaker of the next house.

Advices from the coast are to the
effect that Speaker Falconer is
working for Hornberger as his suc-
cessor, and that a number of west-
side legislators are backing the
movement. When asked about the
prospect Hornberger suggested
that it might be wiser to waive dis-
cussion of the matter until he was
reelected. It Is necessary to be a
member of the house to be eligible
for speaker, and although Horn-
berger is a candidate he makes no
claim of having the district in his
pocket. He figures on having
something of a scrap on his hands.

E. K. Erwln, county treasurer,

has lately returned from the coast,
where he found the prospects for
his election as state treasurer en-
tirely promising. The west-side
lineup is perfectly willing Spokaue
should have the office, and Spo-
kane Is certainly entitled to that
and then some. George Lamping,
of Seattle, has come out for state
insurance commissioner. Matt
Gormley will not run for treasurer
and will throw his support to Er-
win.

There is yet the office of secre-
tary of state to be filled, and that
ought to come Spokane's way.
Sam Nichols, the present incum-

SORE BECA USE THEYFAILED
TO GET COUNTY MONEY ,

It is the general belief that A.j
W. Doland's reference to the "per-j
tidy and gross treachery of court-
house officials, at the meeting of
the Men's Neighborhood club of
the Pilgrim's church last night was
directed at the county officers on i
account of the controversy over the
$5,000 which the county commis-
sioners ordered paid to Attorney H. j
M. Stephens, who represented the
chamber of commerce in its fight
against railway rates before the in- J
terstate commerce commission, j
This has not been paid, owing to

the matter being now before the;
supreme court on appeal by E. t?.

McDonald, who represents Auditor
Greene's bondsmen.

On account of Mr. Greene's re-
fusal to pay the $5,000 unless the
courts so ordered, interested whole-
salers of the city, such as Mr. Do-
land, who owns the Spokane Drug

Co., were forced to make up the
amount, it is said. In his declara-
tions to the Neighborhood Men's
club Mr. Doland did not use any!
names, but referred to certain of-
ficials "who would be nailed to the
cross this coming election."

Ever since Mr. Greene's refusal
to pay certain people have used all.
manner of pressure, even going so
far as to approach Mr. Greene and
openly threaten him with political j
oblivion unless he reconsidered the
action and gave up the money.

Mr. Green took the position that]

bent, is out for reelection, but even*.
his friends have at last realized;
that Nichols has been due to r«#-'
pose on the shelf for a long time
and are not unwilling to entertain ,

a new proposition. Nichols is an j
incubus the state ought to be rid
of. D. T. Ham, of this city, could ;
handle that Job rather nicely if he
would have it, and the place.
might open the way to the govern- ;
orship in time, an office to which i
Mr. Ham is said to aspire after
Mead is out. E. H. Gale, of Seattle,
Is an aspirant for lieutenant gover-.;
nor, but Ham might land that ifj
he cared for it. i

An effort to shake loose Cushman'
is brewing over in Pierce county,
but the lanky lawyer, who doubt**
less would have starved to death,
by this tifne but for his freak elec-J
tion, has a death grip where a pun*.,
lie office is concerned. They may> :

have to put him up for the United.
States senate and let him get;
what's coming to him through the
direct primary. I

Jone's candidacy for the senate
is bloomingall over the state. In*
Spokane county he has everything,
but the few federal officers that
owe Ankeny for their jobs. The
coming senatorial election is re-,
girded with more than usual inter-,'
est, as it will be the first test of*
whether the people approve of the'
Ankeny plan of buying his
in the state legislature as he would
buy a herd of cattle.

were the warrant Illegal and a con-,
test should be made, his bondsment
would be forced to pay and they In]
turn would come back at him. At-!
torney E. C. McDonald, of the
Ing company, also took that view}
of the matter, and in order that*
there might be no misunderstand-;
ing, enjoined Auditor Greene. ThOj
rase then went to trial
Judge Poindexter, who decided that}
the warrant was legal In
way. Attorney McDonald then ap-
pealed.

The cost of the rate fight was
figured at $15,000, of which the
chamber of commerce raised a
third, induced the city to pay an-,
ather third and expected the coun-,.
ty to pay the balance. The bond-
ing company's attorneys held such,
in appropriation illegal, no
sion being made for it by statute.
Prosecuting Attorney Barnhart
held the payment a valid claim
igainst the county.

DROPS OUT OF SIGHT
Charles H. Harlow, who resides

with his mother at 03222 Lincoln
St., left for the courthouse to hear
the Craig trial on Feb. 18 and has
not since been heard ot. He la
23 years old, five feet 10 inches
tall, weighs 160, has light complex-
ion, gray eyes and brown hair.
The police have instituted search
for him. ,


