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'HOW TO RULE

THE

CITY

WONDERFUL ADVANCEMTNT
TOWARD IDEAL MUNICIPAL
GOVERNMENT IN GALVES-
TON UNDER “COMMISSION"
PLAN"—NO LONGER BANK-
RUPT—CRIME DECREASED—
DEATH REDUCED — GRAFT
DEAD.

Bpecial Correspondence to The Press

BY HARRY G. FARMER.

GALVESTON. Tex., Oct. 13.—Is
the Galveston plan of city govern-
ment a success’

The people of Galveston think it
fs. Ask the first man met on the
street. He will answer: “Fine!
We now get our money's worth.”

Seven years have passed since
Galveston abolished its old board of
aldermen and began this new ex-
periment. During this period there
have been elections in addition to
the one which set the commission
government going; at each of these
the people have had a chance to
make a change. DBut what has hap-
pened? In no clection has the oppo-
sition polled a quarter of the city’s
vote. The pecple are content.

Why? Because the commission
government has redeemed the city
from hopeless bankruptey; it has
wiped out a large floating debt; it
has rebuilt public buildings ruined
by the storm of Sept. 8, 1900; it has
planned and carried through huge
public works designed to protect
the city from a repetition of that
great catastrophe; it has brought
the city's bonds from 60 cents to
above par; it has planned and
partly carried out a completely new
syvstem of sewage drainage; it has
metered the water service, cleared
the sidewalks of fruit stands and
obstructions; cleaned out all policy
shops and public gambling; re-
stricted bar rooms to the business
district, cleaned up the water front,
fnaugurated sanitation, prosecuted
all city cases to a finish, paid
nearly half a million on the bonded
debt, helped to restore confidence,
increased the value of real estate,
decreased the tax rate until it is
actually less than the six largest
cities of the state, reduced the size
of the force, decreased crime and
reduced the death rate,

And in the doing of all this there
has not been the whisper or sugges-
tion of graft.

Is there much more one
ask of a city government?

When election time comes
around in Galveston it is now the

could

customary thing for a committee of | labored under the aldermanic plan.
It was the same old story of graft
The taxes were
another | not collected, the city had to issue

prominent citizens to wait on the
four commissioners and ask them
please to all stand for
term. The chairman of

mittee hands the commission a
beautifully engrossed petition in
which the commission is told what
a fine record it has made, and the
committee adds that it (it being a
delegation from the City club) will
do all the work and pay all bills
involved in the campaign.

The members of the commission
take the matter under advisement
and finally consent to run. The
committee from the City club
spends $350 in printed circulars,
and that is all there is to it. The
commission government goes right
along.

There are only four of these com-

missioners and the mayor presi-
dent. The scheme is simplicity it-
gself. It is merely a business cor-

poration with a president (or gen-
manager) and its four direc-
tors. These five gentlemen get to-
gether around a squarée table and
vote what to do. A majority is final.

For convenience in transacting
business the various city depart-
ments are assigned to special com-
missioners. This one has charge of
finance and revenue, and under his
direction are placed the offices of
city assessor and collector, the city
treasurer and city auditor. Another
commissioner has charge of water
works and sewerage; another of
health, sidewalk {nspection, etc,
and another of the police and fire
departments. All, however, meet
and act together, and a majority
vote is required on all matters re-
quiring city authority.

eral

The men who are serving Galves-
ton as commiscioners are what
might be termed her ‘“prominent

business men.” Three of them are

in the millionaire class and the
other two are in comfortable cir-
cumstances. The $1200 paid the

comiissioners «nd the $2000 paid
the mavor can hardly be regarded
the inducements which com-
mand their Each gives
about two hours a day to the city's
:llusinoss and spends absolutely no
{time at all in what might be called
{ “doing politics.’

| The commission is required by
{the charter to meet at least once a
| week. Occasionally there are spe-
 cially called meetings besides. All

as

services,

{ meetings are public, and the news-

| papers the
| full.

| The good points in Galveston's
| commission stand ont in
i contrast when viewed in the light
{of history. TUp to 1900 the city

report

{and incompetence.

proceedings in |

brighter
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WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY.

the com- scrip to pay current bills, the book-
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THE FAMOUS CLOTH-

ING CO. WILL OFFER SOME EXCEPTIONAL VALUES IN

MOST SEASONABLE WEARABLES FOR MEN.

THE RIGHT GOODS AT Ju
THE PIGHT PRICES.

Wednesday and

JUST
ST THE RIGHT TIME, AT

Thursday Only

P

Winter
Underwear

50 dozen heavy, fine, san-
itary, wool fleece Shirts and

Drawers®: all sizes; colors
gray and bklue; choice,
T R A A R SR 50¢c

25 dozen fine, wool mixed,

French ribbed Shirts and
Drawers; color, gray and
pink; choice, only...... 60c

Men’s
Night Shirts

A beautiful line of fine
Outing Flannel; full size,
and long; at..$1.00 and $1.25

Men’s Pajamas

Splendid values; Wilson
Bros. make;
suit...... $1.00 up to $3.50

Men's Shirts
A big assortment of work-

ing Shirts; black and blue
stripe; choice, only....., 50¢c

Wool
Over Shirts

The “Staley,” the most
satisfactory Overshirt on the
market for service and com
for today: at.$1.25 and $1.75

Hosiery
Specials

A hig drive in plain and

fancy cotton Hose; value
25c and ?5c; three pairs for
T3} R g S e L e 50¢c

An extra good black and
brown Sox; two pairs for..25¢

MEN'S TROUSERS — The kind that wear well;

PR I e it is e

$1.50, $2 00, $2.50 and $3.50

RAIN COATS—A handsome, stylish range, that

protect; prices ...,

$10.00 to $25.00

TRY uUs.

“WALK A BLOCK AND SAVE A §.”

Famous C

lothing Co.

110 Post Street

8 tem, to see where the badness lies.

8| tions the people have but to nom-

There is an appeal provided to
the courts for removal in such
cases,
|  But suppose a majorit yof the

0
Here is how Mr. and Mrs. J. L.|
{ Barker looked on their 1,600 milef
i brakebeam honeymoon from Lin- |
|coln, Nebraska, to Seattle, in the |
| course of which they lately passed
through Spokane.
They went

b eadtsiatoai s i

| keeping was hopeless, the aldermen
| were in on contracts, embezzle-
{ment and defalcation went unno-

ticed, public works were neglected,
{ vice was protected, the police were
f(-url'nm. the fire department inade-
iquntv-. the health department a
| nullity, and there was no hope of a
| betterment.

When the storm had reduced Gal-
veston to a wreck and had drowned
!u fifth of her people the old alder-
|
|

manic government fell of its own
weight. It acknowledged its incom-
| petence and bhegged for aid and
ladvice of the governor of the state.
| One of its members advised that all
resign. As there were no salaries

sight the idea was rather pop-
| . .
{ular with the aldermen. But it
made no difference to anybody

| what they said or did. Nobody paid
lany heed. In the stress of the hour
|and the need for strong, intelligent
t’z\('li(m, the city's affairs were taken
lover by a voluntary committee—an
fnssn('i:niun of property owners
{ known as the deep waterways com-
| mission—which had at first been
| formed to secure federal appropria-
| tions for Galveston. To these men
the public looked; and at their ses-
sions, held daily, all was done that
was done.

An urgent appeal to the state leg-
| islature gave the city its present
| charter.

“But,” says somebody, “is this
government by the people.”

To me it seems to be—at least
more so than the old aldermanic
plan. In the last analysis it is a
I question of what the people—a ma-
| jority of the people—want. Cer-
| tainly they did not want what they
| got up to Sept, 8, 1900. It seems
| to me that they do want what they
lare now getting.
| But suppose the commission
{ should turn bad—or part bad?

{ It is easy enough, under this sys-

If the public works are neglected,
|one of these four men is directly
{responsible; if the finances do not
[turn a proper balance, another of
[ these four men is directly respon-
sible; if the fire or police depart-
| ments are not right, the man to
blame is direct]l yvin the public eye.
| And at any of these two year elec-

inate a new man and throw the old
| man out. There is a concentration
of responsgibility as well as power;
|and the remedy for evils is direct.

But suppose three of the commis-J

sioners should organize for loot?

| commission should keep within the
la wand still sell out the people in

| the grant of public franchises?

|  The people would be sold out.

{  Theoretically, then, the commis-

gion plan is not perfect. It is like a

monarchy, which, with a perfect

monarch, is the ideal form of gov-

| ernment, but with a bad monarch,

| the worst.
But it is significant, to say the
least, that the only serious objec-

tions to the Galveston plan are
those raised in theory. In its seven
yvears of practice they have not had
to be confronted.

It so happens that the Galveston
street railway franchises were dis-
ip()svd of before the commisgsion
i government came into power. The
| ity owns its water and its lighting
| plants., There have been few spe-
cial privilege to be farmed out.

On the other hand, there have
| been enormous contracts in ' con-
| nection with the grade raising and
i the sea wall work, not to mention

HOW’S THIS FORA
HONEYMOON COUPLE?

B PR XA

through all the ex-ibetween stations.

periences of tramp life, riding un-
derneath when driven off the cars
or out of them. They slept in any
sort of shelter they could find and
begged food from back doors.

Mrs. Barker, who is an attractive

T

EXPECT RATE
GASE RULING
IN FEW DAY

The announcement that Spo-
kane's fight against unjust dis-
crimination of raflroads on freight
rates has been successful is confi-
dently expected within a few days
by the large business interests.

The fight before the interstate
commerce commission was one of
the hardest which..any city made
before the commission. The rail-
roads massed their best legal tal-
ent against Attorney H. M. Ste-
phens, wha represented Spokane.
Frank McCune, formerly a rate
clerk with the Northern Pacific,
was Spokane's star witness. Me-
Cune's cggnections with railroads
for years¥put him in possession of
valuable information which was
used as evidence to show the dis-
crimination against this city.
McCune subsequently had trou-
ble with the officers of the chamber
of commerce and resigned a posi-
tion which had been guaranteed
him for life. Lately he brought
suit against the chamber of com-
merce, including among his claims
$5,000 paid to Attorney Stephens
for legal services. H ealleged that
as the director of the .city's case
he was entitled to the money.

It has been about a year since
the rate hearing and the decision
has been held up for political rea-
sons along with a lot of others.
Present rates glven Spokane
amount to the rate to the coast
plus the rate back.

Paris’ Very Latest

VOTERRTTTATTN

010000
young woman when dressed acecord-
ing to her sex, says it was lots of
fun in spite of the hardships. The
average woman, however, will spec-

ulate considerable on her idea of
fund. She walked about 250 miles

this money there has been no hint
of graft. The principle is the same,
Graftless contracts would be likely
to mean an honest grant of public
franchises.

Other cities following the Galves-
ton plan have, in many cases,
added the referendum and recall.
Very likely this is a wise safeguard
against the abuse of power. But in
any case the commission plan,
judged by results, is as much bet-
ter than the government of cities
like Chicago and New York as is a
newly Iaid egg better than one
which has been incubated for 20
days without hatching.

ADDS MILLIONS TO
FRANCHISE TAX

PORTILAND, 13.—Assessed
valuation of in Multno-
mah county on which the taxes for
1909 will be levied will
mate $240,000,000,

There are many interesting fea-

Oct.
property

approxi-

The latest fashion from Paris is

tures to the figures compiled by |
the county assessor. One is in re-|
gard to the aszessment of the un-i
divided surplus of the Harriman
lines in Oregon. This year Assessor |
Sigler assessed the undivided sur-
plus at $14,400,000 after deducting
the $8,250,000 dividend declared by |
the corporation, January 1 of this

year, lL.ast year the assessment
on the undivided surplus of this |
corporation amounted to $16,180,-
000, and the corporation objected
to the levying of taxes on this
amount and carried the wWatter
into the courts. The case is still
pending.

Another interesting item is in
regard to the assessment of fran
chises. He has valued the fran-

service corporations
rwhich is an increase over l§st
vear's valuations of about $20,040.

i by

chises in this city held by public|
at $2,643,300, |

a long scarf worn full length over

la directoire gown of the latest type.

The picture shows a Parisienne
gowned in the new style.

DOMESTIC DEMONSTRATION
About 75 ladies attended the
demonstration of domestic science
Miss Brolaski of St. Louis at
the First Methodist church yester-
day afternoon. The demonstrations
will continue all week. The
church receives the benefit of a
, small admission fee charged.
Ladies are requested to bring a
small dish with them to sample
| the various viands prepared,

Do the bill collectors always dun
as they would be done by?

E The wheel of fortune has turned
many a man's head.

——— —— -

Electric

We show you p

Come in and look over our swell
new line of

Elegant Art Domes

and

Fixtures

robably the most

complete selection in the city at
prices positively less than else-

where

| paving and the installing of new
|5t-wm's; and in the handling of all

Empire Electric Co.

218 Post Street

Near Postoffice

Wednesday Thursday

Pattern Hats |||

33 1-3 Per Cent
Reduction From the
Regular Price

at Tyler’s Style Shop

LL colored pattern hats in the store.
4 A The largest and most up to date line
in the city. Pattern hats direct from the
fashion center of France and from all the
leading trimmed hat houses of the East. A
great variety of beautiful color combina-
tions. A swell hat to match any suit. This
18 the chance you have been waiting for.
Do not miss it. No black, white, or black
and white hats included in this sale.

No charges, exchanges
or refunds will be made

Yours to Please,

vler's Style Shop

822 Riverside Avenue

ENGLAND’S BEST
PAID LAWYER
A JEW

[LONDON, Oct. 13.—Rufus Isaac,
K. C.,, M. P,, is credited with hav-

TO MAKE THE SHAMROCK
EMBLEM OF TEMPERANCE

Special Correspoadence to The Press
DUBLIN, Oct. 13.—A great tem-

soldiers in the great army that is
fighting to win Ireland from drunk-

ing the largest income that has| o iF R 3 . | enness,
ever been possessed by a member iu}l(.mu;l cmh."ul(,th.ltsl been “und(rl
of the English bar. His position is | taken throughou 1e south anc ¢ < PR
so strong that he will in all proba-|westj of Ireland by the Roman The Knowmg How
B e ———— Catholic bishopsg, and every Sunday e
! - \ [for the last five months pastoral She knows how to put her

clothes on!” What a wealth of
meaning there is to women in that
encomium! For, though her rai-
ment may be simple and have cost
but little, the woman who knows
how to put that raiment on may
range herself beside her most ex-
pensively garbed rival who does
not possess the knowledge, and tri-
umph in the eyes of the discrim-
inating.

messages condemning the vice of
drunkenness have been read at the
churches at all the services.

The latest pronouncement has
been by the Rt. Rev. Dr. Hoare,
bishop of Ardagu, who attacks the
practice of drinking at wakes and
lat the farewell parties given in
honor of departing emigrants. The
drinking at wakes, he declares, is
not only harmful to the living, but
disrespectful to the dead. Drinking
at harvest was also attacked, and
the bishop appealed to the tlergy
and the people to do all in their

NEW SCHOOL NEXT SPRING

power to discountenance these The building of a parental
abuses. gchool in Spokane, to take charge

The bishop of Fernsg has also is-|of which William DBaker, head of
sued a pastoral letter condemning|a similar school in Seattle, has
the practice of supplying drink at|been employed, will probably not
threshings, and appealing to the|begin before next spring. Plans
people to join the Anti-Treating|for the school were prepared and

league and to wear the shamrock | donated to the board by Albert
badge as a reminder that they are Held, the architect.

WE MAKE IT EASY FOR YOU
TO DRESS WELL

RUFUS ISAAC, K. C, M. P.

bility end his career as the lord
chancellor of England, the first Jew
to attain that honor.

He was born in London in 1860,
the son of a well to do merchant.
He attended universities on the
continent and it was then planned
that he should go to Cambridge, He
defeated this program by running
away to sea. A trip to Rio Janiero

was sufficient, however, and on his & ®
return he joined the stock ex-

change. Then he studied law and re lt
was admitted to the bar in 1887.

His rise since that time has been
phenomenal. Few important cases
come up here with which he is not
connected. A $10,000 fee is nothing
unusual to him, and his income is
probably not far from §1000 a day.
Isaac is an intense worker and
makes a practice of arising at §
a. m. to begin his daily labors.

Is Good

CORSET WISDOM.

Corsgets are all important to the
stout woman; if her dress allow-
ance is small, she will be wise to
forego the smart visiting frock or
expensive hat, and buy instead a
thoroughly good corset, made to
measure: she should satisfy herself
that the fitting is perfect.

Wearing apparel of highest standard for men and women., Pay
a little down and a little at a time, and wear the clothes while you
are paying for them. Nothing extra for this accommodation.
Prices are the lowest, '

Eastern Qutfitting Co.

422 SPRAGUE AVENUE.

Ambition géts along faster when

pokane’s Reliable Credit House for Men and Women,

unhindered by a tender conscience,




