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OOK SAYS HE WILLRETURN TO THE NORTH
HE INJURED AS

RESULT CHRISTMAS
EVE FIGHTING HERE

One May Be a Murderer?-Brawls
and Duels the Order of

the Day.

SPENDING HOLIDAY 111 THE CITY JUL
Three men lie. dangerously in-

jured, in the emergency hospital
at the city hal today In conse-
quence to a reign of crime and dis-

order that was brought upon the
city yesterday afternoon and
Christmas eve. Likewise three
others, their alleged assailants, inn
guish behind the tuns of the city
jail, anxious for the passing of the
Christmas time that they may

know their fate, Before the day is
over, one of these. S. Lewis, a hack-
man, may he a murderer.

Lewis became involved iv a quar-
rel witii (i. N. Llghtfoot in a saloon
pn Second avenue and Washington

street shorth after midnight and in
a light that ensued, he felled his
opponent with a blow on the head
that fractured his skull. Llghtfoot

Juat acroas the aisle from Light-
foot's cot in (lie city hospital, Ga-
masco Canistraro ami Mlchele Dag-
ruma. Italians, who fought with
knives and guns over a paltry sum
of money, both Me moaning from
wounds inflicted with each other's
weapons. CanlStrare may not sur-
vive.

Tlie trouble between them
started at the O. R. & X. freight
house early yesterday evening,
where they were reclving a small
remittance in Christinas money.
Canistraro wis Shot through the
side, near the heart, and was ter-
ribly cut across the back of the
neck. Dagruma was grasel by one
bullet and his face was laid open
from tlie left ear to the point of his
chin by a slash of his antagonist's
razor.

is still unconscious at the emerg-
ency hospital and little hope it
held out for his recovery.

L. ('. Romtger, who was a witness
to most of tile fight, took up tin-
chase after the combatants had
eparated and fled in opposite di-

rections, lie followed Canistraoo,
who threw aside his gun as he ran.
Romtnger recovered the weapon
and later turned tt over to the po-
lice. Canlstraro was captured near
the Mctioldrick lumber mill by a
iquad of police dispatched in "riot"
pace in tlie patrol wagon to the
scene of the fight and Dagruma
was taken In custody on the Divis-
ion street bridge. A short distance
away. Mlchele Flefedo ami Matteo
Delmastro were seen fleeing
toward town aud were taken to the

| station to be held for investigation.
They declare they had nothing to

do with the fight, though they saw
; part of tt.

Men who declare they witnessed
the difficulty between Lewis and
Llghtfoot, say that Lewis pursued
tin- latter from the Lloyd bar, See

ond and Washington and renewed
the Qttarrel, With the disastrous i'!'

tUltB, on tlie street. Friends of the
injured man searched all night for
Ills aged mother and found her.late
this morning, residing at Sin to ave-
nue and Adams street, hut because
of a fear of prostrating her with
grief with the news of her son's
condition, she will not he notified
until he i.- either convalescent or
oast all hope of recovery, The po-
lice believe Lewis used some bllltlt
instrument in inflicting the wound
on LfghtfOOt's head.

RAPID OEVELOPEMENT
OF ELECTRIC RAILWAYS

Washington is making rapid j
Btrides in the development of elec-

tric railways, on January i. 1910,

it ill have 557.74 miles of stand-
ard guage and Hi.ail miles of nar-
row electric lines, with 1-7N cars
in use. according to Blanchfleld's
Western (las and Electrical direc-
tory for 1910, issued at San Fran-
cisco. California is ahead of Wash-
ington in the total development of
electric railways, having K53.66
miles of standard guage and 416:08
miles narrow guage. willi L'slti cars.
But California is a much older state

than Washington, and several
times its size. In proportion to

population and area this slate is
ahead of California in this line of
development.

Oregon has 566.16 miles of elec-
tric railway, with I :'!?(> cars. Idaho

has 70.60 miles, with 84 ears, and
British Columbia 116 miles, with
isr. cam, am of which goes to ahow
that electric railway development
in the northwest is yet in Ms in-
fancy.

During 1909 California developed
555,177 kllowata Ot electric power,
Washington 168,904, Oregon 76,965,
British Columbia ."> 1.747, Idaho IS,-

Sl!!». The output of artificial gas

by cubic feet during the year was:
California, 12,579,886,970; Washing-
ton, 1,087,600,000; Oregon. 843,200,-
-000: Idaho, 42,000,000; llritislt Co-
lumbia 212,600,000. One half of
Washington's electric power was
generated by steam and tlie other
halt by water power. The ratio of
Steam generation is greater in Call
lornla and Oregon, but in British
Columbia the power is mostly gen-
erated by water.

"THREATENED TO SEND ME TO POORHOUSE;
I'VE SENT HIM TO PRISON INSTEAD"

SAN RAFAEL, Cal., Dec. 25. ?James McCue, lifelong enomy of
William R. Bradbury, sent this Chi Istmaa greeting to the millionaire
prisoner at San Quentin prison today:

"I forgive Bradbury," the prosecutor is reported to have said,
"but I am no wasting any sympathy on him, and won't advocate his

"J trdon. Let him prove he lias reformed first Then let him pay his

ViMo'ls. After that I won't enter any objection to his release. He
threatened to send me to the poorhouse. Well, I've sent him to prison,
instead."

SANTA CLAUS MUCKRAKED!
Startling Expose-by a Special Commissioner of The Press Deals

With a National Scandal of Hideous Magnitude

Criminal Carelessness, Gross Mismanagement and Appalling Waste for Which the Head of the Christmas Gift
"System" is Proven Responsible?Dreadful Picture of Oppression Under the Heartless Rule of "Good St.
Nick" Barbarous Neglect and Reckless Squandering of Funds?Query: "What Does He Do With It?"

(With this issue The Press gives to its readers a hair-lifting in-
sight into the pernicious Santa Claus system. For the last month
its special investigator has been probing the secrets of the very head

and front of the Yuletide monopoly, and now lays them bare, without
fear or favor. It is a calm, dispassionate narrative enough, consid-
ering the horror of the facts presented, but it brings that horror to
the very fireside of the man on the street. The story reveals condi-
tions that must make the blood boil when fully appreciated.)

BY FRED SCHAEFER.
My sole purpose in taking up the

Santa Claus investigation was to
sift to the bottom the rumors, nay

charges, for some seasons bandied
from lip to Up to the effect that
the time-honored Santa Claus ad-
ministration is hecome a despot-
ism, is being conducted in a high-
handed manner and is betraying
the plain or common people whose
very weal depends upon It. Really,
the fact has been sell-evident a
long time and has rankled hotly in
the bosoms of the ultimate con-
sumers of Christmas gifts, but the
responsibility was never placed.
"Who is to blame for this condi-
tion?" has often been asked and
the answer has always been vague
and unsatisfactory. Even the re-
form element of holldaydom, the
so named Santa Claus associations,
could not tell me. But leaders in
their ranks, earnest men and
women who are striving against
great odds to obtain a square deal
for all from the great stocking
robbing machine, gave me many
clews und hints. For obvious reas-
ons their names are not mentioned
here. They would suffer reprisals
for their courageous conviction.

ZELAYA
ISSUES A

DEFIANCE
"Nicaragua Not Through

With Me Yet," He
Says.

j (By United Press.)

CORINTO, Nicaragua, Dec. 25.?
Declaring thai Nicaragua is not
through with mini yet, and that he

j soon will regain his power, Former
I President Zelaya is here, ready to
i flee from the country. He reiter-

ated his denouncement of the
United States for the part it played
in his dethronement and again

threatened Estrada and the revolu-
tionists.

Zelaya is a nervous wreck and
does not appear on the streets witli-

-1 out a heavy guard. He is said to
fear that the Americans will arrest
htm if lie attempts to escape from
CortntO, hut American officials
have semiofficially stated that no
attempt will he made to stop him,
and that no orders have been re-
ceived from Washington to that ef-
fect. Zelaya declared he lias not a

' dollar except as received as salary
jas or tlie result of legitimate lv-

I vestment.

Pitiful efforts of poor children
to simulate Yuletide cheer, boost-
ed out of their reach by the mal-
feasance of Santa Claus.s.

_ _ . x .
_ ?

A SIGN OF UNREST.

At the very outset, therefore, I
decided that I would seek for the
Man Higher Hp?and the trail
ended at Santa Claus himself. For
weeks I watched his plant and sur-
reptitiously thumbed over his
books and papers ?such as had not
been burned to destroy evidence ?

and the sum of what I discovered I
will set down without bias. I need
only say that the worst Is only too
true. Indeed S. Claus, alias St.
Nicholas, also alias "that cheerful
old elf," is unmasked. He is not
only the Man Higher Up but the
Man behind, and the Main Male-

\ factor.

i meat" of hose toys. The number
of answers exceeded all estimates
by 100 per cent, and The Press has
decided that it's a bight? good
thing for a newspaper to keep the
children amusel and interested.

It was found impossible to gather
and print all the names of those
who turned the stocking in prop-
erly filled, but all accomplished it
in good style. The puzzle editor
hereby extends his congratulations
to the children for doing so well,
and wishes them the happiest of
Christmas days and another fine

.time for New Year's day.

Those are harsh words, but what
does my Inquiry show?

For ages Santa Claus has pros-
pered upon his reputation as a
merry old cuss whose fair round
belly shook when he laughed like
a bowl full of jelly. Well may it
shake liketthai.ct ?i.c is a cross be-
tween an octopus an da jellyfish.
On tlru strength of his reputation,
1 maintain; he secured the monop-
oly of dishing out the contents of
the horn of plenty with impartial
hand. Gradually, almost insensi-
bly his sense of ecpiity has become
blunted, until now he gives grudg-
ingly, except to the favored few.
Why, .last year he almost over-
looked even me! Oh, the whole
systerX lias become rotten. It
smells

lie has made the annual carnival
of good will a hollow mockery?
hollow as a bass drum.

Santa Claus, swollen with his

HUNDREDS CAME FOR
SANTA PUZZLE PRIZES

CRIMINAL NEGLECT.
Friendless waif entirely ignored

by an overpraised institution. ?

Never even heard of St. Nicholas.

bossism, is only a huge four-
flusher.

I found out, for instance, that:
He gives more to the rich than

the poor!
To hundreds of thousands he

gives nothing!
To many whom he gave nothing

Continued on Page Four.

4 GENTS
PER HOUR

BASIS
Reported Terms of Switch-

men's Strike Settle-
ment.

That the strike of the
Switchmen's Union of North
America has been settled on a
basi of four more cents per
hour in the daily wages of
every man in the union and
with a modification of the
physical examination to which
men of this service are sub-
jected, is the report that has
been made current here today.
Local members of the striking
organization express confidence
that they will be ordered to go
back to work either tonight or
tomorrow morning.

Some telegraphic dispatches,
sent over the Western Union
from St. Paul last night, are in
waiting for delivery to local
leaders of the Switchmen's
union this afternoon, but so far
their contents are not known.
It is quite probable that they
carry the expected order.

Should the report regarding
the terms of settlement prove
correct, the railroads have been
forced to come more than half
way to secure peace. The
Switchmen's union demanded
an advance of six cents per
hour pro rata in its ranks; a
modification of the physical ex-
amination and the abolition of
the limit placed by the rail-
roads on men entering the
switching service. After the
first week of the strike, local
members of the union declared
they did not expect to secure
more than a three cent per
hour increase in their wages,
together with the recognition
of the railroads in their other
grievances.

Traffic conjestion will be
rapidly relieved early next
week, if the reports concerning
the settlement of the strike
hold good. Long strings of
heavily loaded cars of merchan-
dise fill the yards everywhere
along the lines of the railroads
involved in the strike.

Between 4 and 6 o'clock, the j
specified hour, yesterday afternoon, '
the editorial rooms of The Pres:»
resembled the skirmish line of a
football game, only tlie crowd was
much greater. It was composed of
children who had put together the
Santa Claus puzzle.

Some 300 answers were received,
and, alt hough a wholesale order
for little Christmas gifts had been
placed with a local store, nnd a
big table was filled to overflowing
with the presents, the crowd of
children constantly flowing in aud
out of the rooms soon made "mince- j

"LOADED
FOR BEAR"

With her husband's double-bar-

reled shotgun "loaded for bear,"

i Mrs. George F. Brill. Ell7Indiana

avenue, routed a tramp yesterday

I afternoon, who in threatening tones

told her he would give her just 10
minutes to give him something to

, eat. When the nervy housewif '
appeared a moment later at her
door, holding the gun in a chal-
lenging attitude, it took the tramp
something like 10 seconds to make

I himself scarce.

(By United Press.)

The clamor of the merchants
and commission men every-
where throughout the north-
west, together with the meager
headway made by the strike-
breakers in the switching serv-
ice is undoubtedly cause for
the railroads' concessions. The
settlement of the strike af-
fects more than 10,000 men,
who declare that they are able
to hold out till late in the
spring if necessary.TAFT WENT

SHOPPING, TOO
WASHINGTON, Dec. 86.?Presi-

dent Taft went Shopping yesterday

afternoon, wandering from shop to
shop, taking hearty interest in the

J store windows and good-naturedly
returning the jostling of the crowds

| Captain Butt, his military aide,
| walked wih him, hut immediately
[behind trailed two secret service
men. After a walk of nearly two

[hours the presidential party re-
I turned to the White House.

The president left th executive
offices al -i o'clock and Walked
down Pennsylvania avenue to a Jew-I elry shop, where he remained some

| time selecting a present for Mrs
Taft and his daughter, Miss Helen.
He next walked over to a leather

I establishment on P street, w here
j Captain Butt and Mr. Taft walked

I before the broad display windows

WASHINGTON, Dec 2a.?Post- .
master eOneral Hitchcock has]
found one way to help decrease the
postal deficit and Incidentally the
postal expenditures, and will put
his plan into effect anuary 1.

The accounting section, division
of finance, of tlie office of the
third assistant postmaster general
will be abolished, This will save
133,900 a year.

"That's just the thing," said the
captain, pointing with his walking
stick o an elaborate traveling bag

of Hussian leather that was spread
to tlie gaze of the envious.

"You are right," exclaimed the
president, shoving the officer ahead
of hlin good naturedly. "Let's get
n closer view."

There was a commotion in the
store when the president and his
party entered. They remained
nearly a quarter of an hour, going
from there to a book dealer's estab-
lishment, where Mr. Taft purchased
a nt|mber of volumes. The party
then returned to the jewelry shop.

FOUR MARRIAGES
IN TWO HOURS

Fbwy marriages within two
hovrs was the holiday record
set by Justice George W.
StoCker yesterday afternoon,
thef judge uniting eight cou-
ples iii marriage between the
hotsYs of 2 and 4 o'clock

Tjhose who left the justice
chambers man and wjfe were:
Fretl Stitz and P. Ophelia Tay-
lor,' Archie Willard and Amy
Dungey, Fred O. Emerson and
Katie D. Bennett, and George
Glitette and Belsa Edgington.

LEAGUE MEETING IN
JANUARY

President Joe Colin of the Spo-
kane Baseball club received word
today from President Lucas of the
Northwestern league notifying him
tha a meeting of the league direct-
ors will be held in Portland imme-
diately following the Coaster ses-
sion in January, to decide what an-
swer to make to the expected prop-
osition of trading Portland for
Coaster clubs i Spokane and Se-
attle.

"They think they have us
whipped," declared Cohn this morn-
ing, "but take it from me, there
will be a surprised bunch ol" Cali-
fornians. some of these days."

TURKEY WINS
OVER POSSUM

WASHINGTON, Dec. 23? ?
President Taft spent most of 1
the day In consideration of the ?
old question, "What's Wlii.- i
ky?" That was the only official-
duty he carried out. Turkey -
won out over "Possum" as the ?
Chief feature of the president's -
Christmas, though both were ?
served on the White House ?
table. <

olympia. Doc. SB.?Governor
Hay has signed final discharge!
which will give liberty to l.i con
Victa whri have been working all
summer on state road work in the
Cascade mountains.

BUZZARD
AT CHICAGO

(By United Press.)
CHICAGO, Dec. 26. ?Chica-

go is in the grip of a blizzard
today, which threatens to as-
sume serious proportions, Ele-
vated and surface lines al-

ready are badly crippled,

(By United Press.)

STOCKTON. Cal . Dec. IB.?With
a bundle of toys under his arm.
Fred 11. Slater walked into a house
of sorrow today. His 5-year-old son
Holla was dead in his room, where
he had hoen fatally burned yes-
terday. Hoila, with his sisters and
brother, was standing In front of
the fireplace in bis nightgown,
"watching for Santa Claus," when

HERE ARE ALL SORTS OF KISSES; WHICH ARE BEST ONES?

10 GET
REST OF

RECORDS
But Stannchest Friends Now

Declare They Believe He ,

Deceived Them.

NEW YORK, Dec. 25.?1t is
stated today that a letter has been
received from Dr. Cook, declaring
he will not accpe aa final the rejec-
tion of his records by the Copen-
hagen consistory. He* is said to
have written that he Is now prepar-
ing a return to Etah for his instru-
ments and further records. Cook's
brother William said today:

"The trouble is, Fred isn't scien-
tific enough to suit the bluestringrs
who would bask in the reflection
and glory of a great scientist. But
he will yet show the world that he
was the first man to reach the
pole."

New York waa surprised today at
the desertion of men who were
Cook's staunches* friends. Even
Fiala declared today, after an ex-
amination of Cook's Mount McKin-
ley records, that he is convinced
that he explorer deliberately de-
ceived his friends.

MAX FIGIN AS
SANTA CLAUS

Santa Claus, who, by the way,
was none other than Max Fignian,
frolicked at the Auditorium thea-
ter early this morning, bringing
cheer to the hearts of actors and
actresses who are far from home.

A great Christmas tree, with its
colored tapers and shining things,
was set in the middle of the stage
after the play, and the "Mary Jane's
Pa" company and the Fignian com-
pany united in "cutting up."

Some splendid presents were
taken from the tree for various per-
sons in attendance, and Manager
Yourke of the Spokane theater was
presented with a beautiful gold
watch. Others got "packages," but
there was nothing in them, and
some got lemons. Outside of that
they had an enjoyable time, with
plenty of music and side stunts vol-
unteered by thespians present.

NO RECONCILIATION
SAYS MRS. BROKAW

MINEOLA, N. V., Dec. 25.?Mrs.
; Mary Blair Drokaw, who is suing
I her husband for sparation and ali-
\u25a0 mony, in a statement today through
I her attorneys, said that there will
'be no reconciliation, despite W.
Gould Brokaw's declaration yester-

-1 day that he is willing to take bia
wife back on condition that she
cease alleging affairs with other
women.

INDIANAPOLIS, Ind, Dec. 25.?
As a Christmas gift the company
operating the Indianapolis street-
car lines announced today that the
day of men employed by the com.
pany would be advanced 1 cent au
hour. \u2713

LITTLE BOY BURNED TO DEATH
"WATCHING FOR SANTA CLAUS' 9

his mother entered the room. Tho
draught from the open door blew
Rolla's gown Into tho fire. Betoro
the mother could reach his side ho
was enveloped In flames, and cov-
ered from head to foot with burns
and blisters. The lad's father was
oat of town buying presents, when
the accident happened, and return-
ed to find Holla dead and his wlfo
in a serious condition.

The Spokane Press offers,

for the best definition of wh.it
a kiss is, the following prizes:

First prize, $10 in gold.
Second prize, an entire box

to the performance of "A
Soul Kiss," at the Auditorium,
December 29.

Third prize, $5 in gold.
Fourth prize, two orchestra

seats* to "A Soul Kiss."
Address answers to "The

Kiss Contest Editor."
Prizes will be awarded De-

cember 29.

A hundred or more definitions of
what a kiss really is, according to
the opinions of the various writers,

have been submitted to the con-
test editor already. It is very evi-
dent that a discussion about kisses
is interesting, andp robably the $15
in cash and box and orchestra seats

offered as prizes for the best defi-
nitions do not detract from the gen-
eral interest of the subject. Here
is another bunch of answers for
Christmas Day reading. "Nothing,
divided by two," seems to be a fa-
vorite definition.

A kiss Is a caress bestowed with
the lips on anything and everything

from the pouting, luscious, red lips
of a pretty maid to the snout of \u25a0
poodle dog. It's the most subtle
and powerful lone known in the
uni.erse, it's power being superla-
tive in Loth the positive and nega-
tive. It'a he electric spark that
ignites a conflagration of passion,
vet can cool the torrid pulse heyond
the reach of the Arctic /one. It's
explosive effects outrival the re-
sults of research of scientists in dy
namlte and powder, as the shock
and reverberations of two pairs of
lips have been heard around the
world, again so n.uiet that ofttlmea
tlie goddess of jealousy cannot dc-

tec I it. Empires have been de-
stroyed and thrones made to totter
by it's bestowal. >et by the same
token have castles been established
in the most desolate places.

Misplaced kisses arc like mis-
placed railroad switches, except
that the wrecks they cause are
often those of states and nation*
and human souls.

A single kiss improperly be-
stowed may turn a Gardee of Kden
Into a desert of desolation, while,
properly bestowed, can reverse the
results aud the music it brings is
only outrivaled by one refrain,
"Pence on Earth, Good Will lo All

Mm.'
A kiss is making use of tile lips

to express tlie greaest gift of two
souls with hut a single thought,
ihr.-.in the touch they may be
Se tin- world, and all contained
{herein, heaven and the lake of
the, just to satisfy the craving of
their hearts' desire.

THE SOULLESS KISS

14 A kiss is a self-evident demon-
SI rat ion of affection.

W. C. DRAOER,
I i;h. ibJ Ul

llin.wird, Wash.

My definition of a kiss: Nothing,

divided by two.
Cliltiss KROGNEBS.

A kiss is a lip tickle, too much
for one, but just enough for two.

L. S.

I saw your puzzle in last night's
Press. My answer is: A n.ss is a
solution of hot air. Yours truly,

FKIL'DA lII'BEK.

A kiss is a contact circuiting the
nerve center* ol the sexes, causing
an explosion of bliss.

J, PAL'DKK.
319 amesou building.

A kiss is to make or give saluta-
tion with the lips In token of love,
respect, etc. A kiss is to salute
with the Hps as a mark of affec-
glveness, etc.

MISS BESSIE MINSK Y.
1524 College Aye, Spokane.

A kisa is he essence of electricity
wrapped up in the human heart,
and is sought for in the same spirit
that the honey bee sips the honey
from the swee flowers on a beau-
tiful June morning.

HALLIE B. COUBMAN.
122S York Aye. (\> years old.)

My definition of a kiss is: A kiss
Is a funny proposlion?of no use to
one, yet absolute bliss to two.

MARION LOUCKS.
2003 York Aye., Spokane.

First, essence of two-lips; sec-
ond, a salute with lips; third, a
small piece of confectionery;
fourth, a seasoning without fla-
vor. MISS BELLI CAMPBELL.

410 W. Providence Aye.

A kiss is nothing, divided by two.
JOHN UCHTY.

202'J Malien Aye.

(Continued on Page Two.


