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DR. COOK'S reported discovery
of the north pole and the ac-
ceptance of the "fact" by the

King of Denmark and the University

of Copenhagen is an episode that
now takes its place with the cele-
brated hoaxes of history.

From time to time certain men of
amazing impudence have with fraud-
ulent or humorous intention prac-
ticed deceptions that have misled
Whole nations, kings, universities,
academies and other august bodies.

It is significant that America has
produced the most remarkable
hoaxes, although perhaps fewer In
number, than those of other coun-
tries, Which is natural when we con-
sider the comparative briefness of
our history.

The moon hoax was one of the
most celebrated and successful ever
perpetrated In this country. The
true perpetrator of hoaxes aims to
delude the scientist and university
professor. Tills was done to per-
fection in the moon hoax. There Is
a wicked pleasure In deceiving those
whose business it is to be wise.

The moon hoax consisted of a se-
ries of articles published in the New
York Sun August 26 to 31. 1835, un-
der the title, "Great Astronomical
Discoveries Lately Made by Sir John
Herschel, LL.D., F. R. S? Etc., at the
Cape of Good Hope."

Fascinating Story of
the Moon Men

These articles professed to be re-
ports of the remarkable observations
and discoveries concerning the moon
made by Sir John Herschel at the
Cape of Good Hope with his new
telescope.

The article opened with an ac-
count of how Sir John Herschel, with
the assistance of David Brewster, iiad
Invented an apparatus by which the
magnifying power of an immense
telescope could be sufficiently in-
creased to allow of the detection ojf
minute objects on the moon. Sir
John had been sent to the Cape ojf
Good Hope at the expense of the
English, French and Austrian govj-
ernments.

On the night of January 10 thje
telescope had been employed upon
the moon and a wonderful vision re-
vealed. Basaltic rocks covered with
poppies, fields, trees, rivers, amethyst
mountains and verdant valleys
spread before the eye. Even the ani-
mals were brought into view?-a
bison, a unlcorn-goat, pelicans, sheep
and finally winged creatures, were
seen ulighti'ig on the plains, crea-
tures that were something betwedn
a human being and an orang-outang,
with wings like a bat. These hag
been straightway christened "vesper-

tillo homo," or
the "batman."

?'We were
thrilled," said
the writer, "witfc
astonishment to
peiceive four
successive flocks
of large winged
creatures, whol-
ly unlike any
other kind of
birds. descend
with a slow,
even motion and
alight on the
plain. A lens
was Introduced
giving a fine
half mile dis-
tance, and we
counted th re c
parties of these
cieat arcs, each
walking erect.
Dr. Herschel ex-
claimed, 'I was
confident if we
found beings in
humtln shape it
would be In this
longitude. a n d
that they would
be provided by
thetr Crea tor

with some extraordinary powers of
locomotion.' They were like human
beings, for the wings had now dis-
appeared and their attitude in walk-
ing was erect and dignified.

"Another lens brought them with-
in eight yards. They averaged four
feet In height, covered, except on
the face, with short and glossy
copper-colored hair, and had wings
composed of thin membranes, with-
out hair, lying snugly upon their
backs, from the top of their shoul-
ders to the calves of their legs.

"Their faces, which were of yel-
lowish tiesh color, were a slight im-
provement over that of the orang-
outang, being more open and intelli-
gent of expression, anil having a
much greater expanse of forehead.
The mouth, however, was very
prominent, relieved somewhat by
the thick beard on the lower jaw."

AllScientists
Deceived

The articles set the entire scien-
tific world agog, and everybody prac-
tically credited the story, Those who
were most credulous were IHe scioh-
tUt». M. Arago, the most famous
French scientist of the time, went
so far ns to request the French acad-
emy, of which he was a member, to
Send a deputation from that body to
confer with the English astronomer
nt the Cape.

Edgar Allan Poe, who had just
written a story of a similar char-
acter himself, was furious at the
enormous aucceai of what he saw
was a liohx, and endeavored to ox-
pom li, but no ona would listen to
him. whan the mails arrived fromthe <*.!i"' of Good Hope a few wtwdis
after tho publication, everybody
realised that the articles were a
hoax, and tho preaent feelings of the
King of Denmark and the University
of Copenhagen, ooncernlng i>r. Coolf,
wore widely felt i>y scientists of thattime. The articlei wore written i>y
Richard Adams Locks and I.owls
Qaylord Clark.

World' Famous Frauds

The Cardiff
Giant Hoax

Almost equally famous was the
"Cardiff Giant Hoax." George Hull,
a tobacconist, of Blnghamton, N. V.,
and the Rev. John Turk, of Aekley,
0., became involved in an argu-
ment over the existence of giants in
prehistoric times. Mr. Turk main-
tained strongly that they existed.
Mr. Hull determined to make his ad-
versary a laughing stock by Inducing
him to declare a block of stone to
be a gigantic human fossil.

Hull spent two years preparing his
hoax. He procured a slat) of stone
13 feet long, four feet in width and
22 Inches thick. From this a giant
form was carved in such a way as
to arouse a scientific dispute over
tho question whether it was a fossil
or v prehistoric sculpture, Hull

Sliapira's discovery, but nt the re-
quest of Shaplra, the British
museum refused to allow Ganneau
to see the strips. Nevertheless, from
the examination of the strips that
were exhibited to the public Oan-
neau was able to show convincing
proof that the strips were of a
spurious nature.

The forger had taken the lower
margins of some scrolls of Uie law
and written his variants of Deu-
teronomy upon them, but they still
showed traces of the stylus used to
mark off the original columns, over
Which the new writing extended
without regard to them.

In the history of art perhaps the
most i.oted Imposition was the sale
of a tiara, termed "The Tiara of
King Baltapharnes," to the Louvre
by a dealer In Vienna named Hoch-
mann for $40,000. Hochmann claim-
ed that it had been found in the
sepulchre of Saltapharnes, a third
century ruler of a Greek colony, In
the Crimea, and he accounted for Its
remarkable brilliancy by the fact
that during all the years it had lain
protected from the light by the close
confines of the tomb.

M. Clermont-Ganneau thought it
strange that the tiara had suffered
so little from the ravages of time
and he examined it more closely.
Many litle Indications he found
pointing to the probability that the
tiara had recently been made, and
he sent for a jeweler in Odessa
named Rouchomowski,

lie promptly admitted that the
tiara had come from his workshop
and he furnished ample proof of his
claim, even going so far as to allow
the authorities of the Louvre to con-
fine him in a cell while he made a.
segment of the tiara for purposes of
comparison.

Early In the nineteenth century
an enthusiastic band of archaeo-logists exploring the town of Ban-
bury, in England, came upon an an-
cient stone bearing the following in-
script ion: "BEOGEH BRBVE BfIEH
WCIBUME VAHL LAB SKIIS SE
OTREH NOS GNIR DNA SRK GNIF
REHNOfI GNIRES ROHYKR GAN-
GED IRYD ALB NIFAE ESOTB
SORCT RUB NABOX ES ROHK
CO CAED IR.-

Tills was debated for a long timeas a specimen of some ancient for-
gotten language. Then the man who
had first pointed out the stone senta communication to the meeting of
the Antiquarian society, suggesting
that if they read the inscription
backward some light would bo
thrown on it. They then found it
was merely the old nursery rhyme:

"Ride a cock horse to Banbury
Cross to see a fine lady ride on a
grey horse. Rings on her fingers
and rings on her toes, she shall havemusic wherever she goes."

This occurrence was the basis of
the very amusing episode described
by Charles Dickens In "The Pick-
wick Tapers," when the Pickwick
club discovers the ancient Inscrip-
tion which proves to read, "±llll
Stumps, his mark."

The most successful Impostor ot
history was the Russian known as
'?The False Demetrius," who actual-
ly occupied the throne of Russia forthree years. He pretended to be theson of the Czar Ivan the Terriblesupposed to have been murdered by
Boris Oodunoff. He exactly resem-
bled the dead prince and was great-
ly beloved by the people during his
rule, although he Incurred the en-
mity of the nobility. His wife, thedaughter of a Polish prince, sus-pected his deception an* believedthat an old woman whom he calledhis nurse was really his mother. Thewife called upon the mother to swearupon the cross that Demetrius was
the son of Ivan the Terrible. Theold woman was afraid to do this, andthus condemned her own son. This
episode Is shown In an accompanying
illustration. It led to the exposure
and death of poor Demetrius.

Up to a few generations ago
hoaxes and practical jokes ofa robust type were the com-
monest form of humor. Tho
BSt hoax was a joke of thislharacter, perpetrated in the
city of Chester, England, In

SIS, just previous to the ban-
ishment of Napoleon I to theIsland of St. Helena. Hand-
bills were distributed saving
that St. Helena was overrun
With rats, and that three dol-lars would be paid for every
full grown tomcat, two dollar'sand a half for every full grown
femalo cat, and 50 cents forevery kitten that could feed it-self. On the day appointed
nearly all the cats in England
were brought into Cheater, Tho
city was filled with men, wom-en and children carrying eatsWhen the people found thatno one was there to buy the
eats a riot took place, ami the
eats escaped. Five thousandof them were killed outright
and many others
were drowned, and
since then the
neighborhood has
been unusually
well supplied with
eats.

One of the most
entertaining fraud:;
of the eighteenth

The Famous Inscription Found
by the Pickwick Club, Based*
by Dickens on a Real Hoax,
at Banbury, England. I

pricked It with pores to make It
look like worm holes, nibbed it down
with sand till some of the features
were almost obliterated, bathed It in
Sulphuric acid and gave it a course
of treatment that produced the ap-
pearance of great age.

The giant was shipped to Cardiff,
N. V., and burled on the farm of a
relative of Hull, named Newell. In
October, 1869, it was discovered by
men who were digging a well.
Areheologists generally accepted It
as a relic of prehistoric times. One
clergyman even ventured the opinion
that It was the identical pillar of
salt into which hot's unhappy wife
\vas changed. It was publicly ex-
hibited In all of the principal cities
of the United States and was aocept-
ed as genuine by the leading men of
science, including President White of
Cornell university.

It was some years before the Im-
posture was finally detected and it
became known that the giant was
carved from gypsum.

The most remarkable hoax of its
kind ever perpetrated In this coun-
try was perhaps the Keely motor.
Tins was a machine designed by
John W. Keely, of Philadelphia,
which he claimed was capable of gen-
erating its own power without cost;
in other words, he had discovered
the secret of perpetual motion. He
called his machine "The Pneumatic
Pulsating Vacuo Engine," und pre-
tended the.t it depended for its
power on the harmonic vibrations of
the universe. Although scientists
did not generally believe in this ma-
chine, large numbers of prosperous,
well educated persons did so, and
continued to do so In spite of all
the warnings of science. From 1872
to the time Keely died, in 1599, his
followers continued to believe in him
and supported him with their money.
Mrs. iiloomtield Moore, of Philadel-
phia, a widow with a fortune of five
millions, was one of his most gen-
erous supporters. It is estimated
that he made over 1200,000.

It was nut until Keely died that
the nature of his motor was discov-
ered. Then it was found that he had
a three ton sphere In the cellar of
his laboratory, capable of holding
compressed air at an enormous pres-
sure. This, communicated by pipes
and valves passing through hidden
traps to various parts of his labora-
tory an.l set In motion his fantastic
machines whenever he released tho
compressed air by touching with his
foot a secret spring valve tn the
floor. Keely would station himself
before the machine, and after ask-
ing the favored few who were al-
lowed to see the manifestations,
what pressure they desired or what
speed they wished, he would play a
violin to set In motion the harmonic
vibrations which he pretended pro-
duced his remarkable manifestations.
Then he released the compressed
air While playing the violin and the
motor moved. The motor never had
the slightest practical use, never ran
so much as a sewing machine, and
never proved that it could lift a pin
(iff tie- floor. The stockholders were
satistied to see it work 2" years and
that was enough for Keely.

The Manuscript
of Moses

Tho history of deception offers no
more r imarkable ease than that of
Professor m. VV, \u25a0hapira, a Polish
purveyor of spurious antiquities, who
persuaded the British museum to
agree to buy a manuscript of the
bible.

In July, IKH3. \u25a0 hapira offered the
British museum for the sum of
1.000,000 pounds sterling (about
14,800,000) a number of strips of
bather bearing lv archaic Hebrew
Character! matter similar to, but
with many variations from the sny-
tiiKS of Moses lv the Book of
Deuteronomy, Rhepira declared that
lie had received these strips from a
Bedouin who had found them In a
cave In Moab.

M. Clerraont-Ganneau was commis-
sioned by the French government to
investigate the authenticity of

century wai exu-
\u25a0utcd by George

Psalmanzar, who
viiIt'ialcl to be n
tiative of Formosa,
:in island now be-
longing to Japan,
about wldeh prac-
t bally nothing
was known at that
lime He made
long addresses in
tho language of
his alleged coun-
try, WhlCh Were
listened to with
great interest by
the scholars of the
University of ox-
ford. In fact, he
was adopted us a
sort of protege of
tin' university. He
was really a
Frenchman, and
probably had a lit-

(Oo itluntd on
next p.?>?.«.')
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