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Our old friend Jack Webster of allowance books at the city hall —iwith a great
We had over-|{got next to Mr. Ralston, and then
had |we find allowances beginning to be

tract index fame!
looked Jack, or rather Jack
overlooked us, causing us to won-
der where he was "operating” in|
these latter dayvs.

But you can't lose Jack. Where
there is any easy moncey to be h;ul.!
there you will find Jack. Jack
wisely chose the city engineer's
office as having the softest picking
around the city hall and found in
City Engineer Ralston a man to his

;pvr name, in spite of the fact that
as a

:numus to the petition for the im-

recorded for “abstracting” in the!
name of the irrepressible Jack. The
“abstracting” collected for consists |
of furnishing the names of prop-
erty owners living along a street
that is being improved, at 10 cents

rule a
yowners

majority «v the
interested sign

prop-

ert their

liking. (provement in plain English. One

You know Ralston is such a'hour’s time at the county treas-|
prince of good fellows. He reminds urer's office should be sufficient to
you so much of the live ones we ' get the corrected list of the names
used to meet at the courthouse in of property owners on a street a
the palmy days of old Bill Dean mile long, yet on such a job, under
and George H. Collin.  When llu"’lh(l Ralston-Webster plan of *ab-
smoothness of Ralston is combined (stracting” funds  from  the  city |

with the boldness of the our demo-
cratic warhorse H, D. Merritt, there
is a combination that it is hard to
beat, alongside of which George 1.
Collin and Bill Dean must stand
aside and say, “We bow to our
masters,”

Well, at all events, Jack Web-
ster-—J. P. Webster it reads on the

(treasury, such a street may cost for

the names alone anvwhere from $10

to $20, for about one hour's work. |

“Pshaw, what does it amount to
anyway; it is collected off the im-
provement,” remarked one apolo-
gist for this system of “abstract-
ing"” yesterday. Yes, to be sure the
property owners foot the bill, along

many other bills of
like character that go to make a
street improvement, that should be
put in for from $60 to §$75, cost
from $85 to $100.

Jack Webster, however, is not
the only one that is sharing in the

abstracting” rakeoff, There
comes . J. Marvin, and Mr. Mar-
vin does not look like a slouch in

‘getting around amceng the live ones

at the city hall.

The “abstracting” season at the
city hall is just commencing for
1910. This week Jack Webster

drew $253.90 for his “services” for
February, and . J. Marvin $93.40.
Webster's bill was for furnishing
2539 names to Mr. Ralston and
Marvin scraped up 934 names.

At this rate they are liable to
exhaust the city directory before
the season closes,

Webster drew  §63.30
ary and $63.10 for

Janu-
In-

for
December.

quiry at the city treasurer's office

develops the information that over
$2000 was paid out on the order of
('ity KEngineer Ralston on this name
racket last year.

THINK PRAYERS STOP
VOMITING HILLS

(By Urited Press Leased Wire) |
CATANIA, Siecily, March 26—
The internal fires of Mount Aetna
sul gided slightly  today, the vio-
lencee of the eruption from 12 crat
s decercased in intensity and the
flow of Jlava from the rifts in the
mountain began to slacken in their

progress southward,

Scientists  announce  that the
greatest danger is over for the pres-
ent,

The volume of the lava flow has
increased slightly, but the great
depressed area over which the head |
of the snake-like mass is passing
has caused a decrease in the rate
of advance, |

Scenes thronghout the night on
the mountain and its vieinity wvru|
awe-ingpiring and the skies were 1t 1
by flames from the open craters, |
while cavernous rumblings and
sharp detonations broke the silence. !

The molten flood, congealed and |

| tree or the shrubbery of some

| who

the touched a,
de-!
serted vineyard or garden and the
wood and brush sprang into
flames.

The flare of the torches carried
by detachments of soldiers added
to the beauty of the scene.

The soldiers were active throuzh-
out the night quenching fires, dig-
ging trenches to nead off the mol-|
ten flow and in keeping hundreds

Occasionally lava

of sightsecrs from entering the dan-
| gOr zone.

Danger to life is practically
passed. The greatest danger now

is from the recklessness of tourists,
are besieging the authorities|
with demands for passes through
the lnes in order to get a nearer|
view of the eruption. i

So little fear was displaved by
the tourists that the troops were
compelled to establish a deadline
and threaten to shoot any person

rock-like by day, was alight with|who passed it without permission. |

the red glow of its internal fire
and lambent flames played over the
mass.

HERES ONE ON RALSTON

The presence of the troops pre-
vented many deaths of persons wno
advanced to one or the other of the

. M, Passett & Co. drew from
the city treasury for cement tests
on the Monroe stret bridge during
February, $182. In all there were
28 tests made, at $6.60 per throw,
While the testing end of the bridge
construction worked steadily, there
seems to have been but litle prog
ress made in the actual laying of
the cement, as not a bucketful ot
cement was placed in the bridge
gtructure during the month,

If the testing expense continues
in 1" same proportion to the actual
avsolint of work accomplished, Mr,

ANDTHER AE
WAS

Ralston may expend enough to buy
out the whole Fassctt & Co.'s plant
before the bridge is completed.

GEE, THEY NEED BROOMS.

Five dozen brooms in one month,
and still the city hall is not clean—
physically or morally.

Foebruary expense accounts jnf-‘.tl
allowed show that the city bought
five dozen brooms last month.
Three dozen of the brooms cost §7
per dozen, or nearly 60 cents
apicce.  Another dozen cost $6.50
and anothey $5.50, ‘

LFNE
t OF GASH

Gas sells to the
sumer over the city at $1.50 per
thousand cubie feet where the bills
are paid by the 10th of the month
following the reading of the meter.

Not s0 with the city of Spokane,
however, a corporation supposed to
be owned and operated in the in-
terest of the people.

private con

For the month of February the'

ecity paid a gas bill at the public

library of $52.35, billed at

the full
rate of $1.75 per 1000, The other
20 cents i8 added as a penalty be

cause the city was 15 days late in
paying the bill,  Bill days at the
city hall follow the last council

meeting of the month, at which all
claims againgt the city are allowed.
The gas company's bill was due the

10th, to gecure the §1.60 rate, but!'@ immediately.”
delays 0 0 0 0000000000000

because the official red tape

| use

craters.  Many persons were res-
cued by soldiers after they had
been overcome by sulphurous

fumes or partly suffocated by the

| vapors.,

Women tourists were particular-
ly reckless, and the soldiers had to
force to prevent them from
crossing the danger zone after a
struggle with the sentries.

The main flow of lava gradually
is widening and the edges are cool-
ing. This has resulted in a check
to the flow and possibly may save
many of the vineyvards and groves
at the southern base of the moun-
tain from destruction.

The peasantry believe that the
checking of the lava is the result
of their prayers and entreaties.

Many risked death to cast cruci-
fixes and religious relics into the
stream, and they believe that their
sacrifices caused a slackening of
the flow.

Religious processions were held
today in many of the villages.
Mournful throngs passed through
the desolate streets of the towns.

the payment for the
taxpayers were penalized in this
one bill about $8. The gas bill ex-
tended from January 28 to KFebru-
ary 24, or less than a month. In
addition to the gas bill the library
used electrie light to the extent of
$18.05.

The credit of the municipal cor-
poration, expending $1,500,000 an-
nually, seems not to be good with
the gas company for 15 days, caus-
ing the penalty to be placed on the
bill.

The fault is not £0o much with the
gas company, which is out to get
every dollar it can, but with the
city officials that permit such in-
defensible business methods.

TARIFF FIGHT
IS ALL OFF

(By United Press Leased Wire)
WASHINGTON, March 2¢
The settlement of the tariff
negotiations between Canada
and the Unfted States in a
manner favorable to both na
tions I8 assured. Secretary
of State Knox todayv gave out
an official statement declar
ing that the matter would bhe
settled and that a friendly un
derstanding had been reached.
“Negotiations between Pres
ident Taft and Canada's rep
resentative, begun in Aibany
and resumed here, were con-
cluded today,” Knox's state-

ment said.

“The negotiations have tak
en a form assuring a friendly
understanding will be reached

15 days, the
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T ON THE REDS THIS SPRING,

AND “WATCH BROOKLYN” SAY CRITICS

CLARKE GRIFFITH.

BY TIP WRIGHT,
HOT SPRINGS, Ark., March 26—
Watch Brooklyn, and keep your eye

upon Cincinnati, is the tip now g”'j@!nclnn;lti. and keep your eye upon vou never know what's

ing around the sporting fraternity
here.

blers who bet their money as their
judgment dictates, nqt as their per-
sonal feeling suggests. These fel-

TR

WILLIAM

DAHLEN.

!(*\‘en break.

| And it is this element, as well as
veteran players from other teams,
who pass along the word, “Watch

| Broctiyn."”

'~ Last yvear  Cincinnati, under

Hot Springs is filled with gam- I‘Clarke Griffith, finished fourth, with

{& bum lot of pitchers. This year,
"with his staff of sharpshooters
strengthened and his infield tight-

who at this time picked Cincinnati
to win the National league pennant
this year would be supected of hav-
ing rodents in his loft; but the way
“The Fox'" has his bunch of redlegs
steaming along makes them look
almighty sweet,

This is no time to dope out a flag
winner, I know, and I'm not at-
tempting to. I'm just telling what
is in the mouth of every critic in
the valley of vapors, and that is
that the team which wias the flag
will have to beat Garry Herrmann's
outfit.

No one will deny that in Clarke
Griffith the Cincinnati team has a
clever, resourceful leader. Crabbed,
verhaps; but he knows baseball
‘rom the green turtle to the demi-
asse as few men know it. A plaver
f the old school, he has kept
breast or a trifle ahead of the
‘imes, and he has given Cinecinnati
» team that surely will be there or
hereabouts from the firing of the
istol to the dropping of the flag.

“All Brooklyn needs to make it
dangerous is one or two men of the
right sort,” said a ball plaver as he
watched Dahlen’s hopefuls scamper-
ing about the field. *“Of course, it
remains for ‘Bad Bill' to show just
how muech of a manager he is. But
if he is half as good a leader as he
once was a player, wateh ont.”

Brooklyn has been battered from
pillar to post for so long that a
sight of the team un with the lead-
ers would be strange: but if Dahlen
develops managerial qualities and
lands a player or two to balance his
team, he will be lcoked upon with

I respect by seven other managers in |

the old league.

There does not appear to be a
chance for Brooklyn this vear, al-
though in this baseball business
going to
"happen, and the teams picked as
tailenders sometimes come home in
front.

But this does not promise to he
the case with Brooklyn at this time.
What may hanpen next vear or two

lows don’t think aay more of a dol- ened, according to his opinion, Grif- vears hence depends entirely upon

lar than they do of their right eye—
not a bit—and when they bet, they
either have it cinched or are confi-

fith seems to have something bet-
ter in sight than last place in the
firgt division of the National league.

Dahlen's suceess in picking up the
men he needs to round out his com-
bination and getting his team mov-

dent they will get better than an! @ Away from Hot Springs, any man ing in unison.

THE IRISH HAVE NOW

CONQUERED ENGLAND

(By United Press Leased Wire)

LLONDON, March 26—With the
Irish party casting the deciding
votes in the new British parlia-
ment, Hibernian home rule cannot
but become a most important issue,
Except for the 1lLloyd George
budget, which Ireland dislikes on
account of the liquor tax clause, the
nationalists do not particularly
care, one way or the other, about
the liberal program. As a coercive
measure, in the interests of home
rule, they are quite willing,
ever, to oppose it, which makes the
Irish demand, in fact, the ecentral
issue of the coming session,

Such political agreements as
were necessary to bind together
the liberal, labor and Irish groups,
which made up the majority party,
have been delayed. The leaders of
neither group were prepared 4o

how- |

., make terms until they knew exact-
!l}' how much they must give.
Finally an agreement has been
| reached and it means home rule for

Ireland to a practical certainty—
| but probably not at the coming
| sessfon of parliament.
|  This agreement was made be-
tween Premier Asquith, the liberal,
land John Redmond, the Irish lead-
er. For publication neither of them
admits its existence, but its terms
| are generally known.
| Premier Asquith made overtures
to John Redmond, and a comapct
was made to this effect:

The Irish would support the lib-
eral-labor party in depriving the
house of lords of its veto power,
in passing the Lloyd-George budget
for the closing of the fiscal year, in
passing a similar budget for the
coming fiscal vear and in passing
an electoral reform bill,

HARSH WORDS ARDUSE

B OF

Denunciation of the position of
the city council in the railway fran-
chise controversy is having a bad
effect on the members of the city
council from the etandpoint of ad-
mitting the new roads. The coun-
cilmen feel inclined to approach the

matter of the franchises with a de- |

termination to settle the dispute, if
possible, but the continued lambast
ing in certain quarters has worked
up a feeling of resentment among
the city fathers,
Another potent factor
position of the city
fact that if a change

about the
council is the
of frout

is

made at this time some one will ery ' that no reilroad matters will be con- Ilﬂ«- Norith Coast have called off all i Rooseveit of white house decora-
that they were approached by the sidersd at that time. The thousands of their
Some | of

ra‘lroads seeking admission.

s0 without too much eriticism, are
willing to vote to pass the fran-
chised of the new roads, but for the
present prefer to stick to the stand
they have already taken, in the de-
mand for terminal rates or no fran-
chiscg,

The next regular meeting of the
city counc’l will not be held until
April 12 and it is thought that the
monster petilon from the citizens'
committee in favor of the fran-
chiges will not be presented until
then. There will be an adjourned
session of the eity council next
Tuesday night, but thought

it is

nan

COUNGILNEN

The liberal-labor party is then to
{ introduce a bill giving Ireland home
rule in all Irish affairs, to make it
an administration and
perfunctory measure, and, if un-
able to pass it, to go out of office
and have a fresh election with
home rule as its main issue,

With a majority of considerably
more than 100, including liberals,
labor members and Irish, in parlia-
ment, it would seem that home rule

could be passed by the three cor-
nered alliance at the coming ses-
sion,

The fact is, however, that Pre-

mier Asquith cannot control all the
liberals. A good sized minority
among them will surely secede
when the home rule bill is intro-
duced. This secession will prob-
ably be sufficient to g:ive a ma
jority against the administration
and to force another election.

postal cards mailed
sorted over by

councilman

out are being
wards, so that each
will have opportunity
| to see how many of his constitu

jents favor the admission of the
roads without the terminal rate
| clause,

I The controversy over the admis
gion of the new railroads has been
(@ deadener to the real estate mar
:ln't. brokers asserted today Buvers
thave been scared away and deals
that were expected to be closed still
remain open,

i Hundreds of the cards mailed
out by the citizens' committee are
going to the councilmen and to the
city hall, urging the council to stand

pat Most of the improvement
clubs that have taken up the issue
seem to be in favor of the stand
for terminal rates. The refusal of
the railroads to bear the expense
or have anything to do with the
special election has annulled that
proviso, unless the council takes
further action along that line,
Meanwhile the Milwaukee and

construction gangs

of the councilmen, if they could dolthe ccumittee in answer to the ing toward Spokane.

OH YES. SURE HE'S WORRIED

PEND $1,500,000

not a mere

and
that have been sent to'practically stopped all work lead-

(\J
Two CLEANING DAYS NEXT WFEK

—

\

BIG IMPROVEMENTS
ARE PLANNED

(By United Press Leased Wire)

PORTLAND, Ore., March 26.—George B. French, presi-
dent of the Spokane, Portland & Seattle railroad, has just
returned from St. Paul with the information that $1,500,-
000 will be expended in improvements on the line between
Portland and Spokane during the present year. Since the
roadbed is in excellent shape, the lion’s share of this appro-
priation will be devoted to equipment.

On the way from Spokane, President French inspected
(the entire road. The trip was made in 12 hours. It was
'found that not the least damage had been done by the
'storms of a few weeks ago, when all other northwestern
lines were prostrated by slides and blockades.

a0NESODY 60T OrF
ON WHONG FOOT

BY RINGSIDER.

|
{

jeree, who is now matchmaker for
(By United Press Leased Wire) ;‘!ho New Orleans Athletic club, de-
SAN FRANCISCO, March -_,.;_._"mlr(:s that the |H‘("S€l)t [.ounisiana
Apparently somebody got off on |legislature is favorably disposed to-
the wrong foot with regard to the|Wward the rehabilitation of the fight-
alleged  Ketchel-Langford match, |!ng game and the bang tails and
dseipte Sid Hester's assertion that | Will in all probability restore both
he had signed the fighters to do !0 their full splendor before many
battle at Point Richmond in May or | weeks are passed.
Joe Woodman, man- | ,
{ager for the

i

|
|

| September.

{ negro, continues to |
jdvn\ that he has signed on behal:’iSTANFORD WINS

of his man; Tom O'Day is stil

without word from the boy mal(-h-i TRACK MEET
maker, and Sam Weiss, who claims |

to have signed Ketchel for Hester, (By United Press Leased Wire).

has crawled into his hole. O'Day| STANFORD UNIVERSITY, Cal,
i this morning sent a wire to Hester | March 26.—Stanford university won
asking him if there is any truth in!from the University of Southern
the report that the match has been | California today in the dual track
made, but in view of Woodman's meet, scoring 93 points to the
denial Thomas has wasted the southerners’ 29. A murky sky and
nmoney the gressage cost him. O'Day | high wind prevented the fracturing

naturally is anxious, as the mak-|of any records.

ing of the match would mean much —— e e

to him. Tulle and net are much used for
L iwhole hats and to trim straw hats:
In a letter Tommy Walsh, for-!It forms crowns of some and huge

merly a popular Los Angeles rei-/bows upon others.

LATE EASTERN MARKETS

CHICAGO, March 26.—Wheat during the morning. Dispatches in-
closed 1-2¢ to 1 3-8¢ lower. Weather dicate that country offerings are
reports ruled the wheat trade en |lighter. Much will depend on the

tirely. Dispatches told of a little | spring demand, which is expected
rain in Kansas over the holiday.|to improve next month. At any rate
|Th¢- map showed showers in Illi-| there is less talk about wholesale

nois and lowa.

Corn trade is facing a much im-
proved cash situation. July and'of both cash and futures.
September closed about the same| Local trade in oats is inclined to
as Thursday, but had a strong turn take the selling side any time that
almost similar to that in the first corn shows weakness, but there
hour. Cash and elevator people was good buying by cash and com-
were on both sides of the market mission houses in the dip.

TEDDY IS HAVINGA
BULLY GOOD TIME

(By a Staff Correspondent of the
United Press)

CAIRO, Egypt, March 26.—Colo-
nel Theodore Rooseve!t had a
|“bully” time today, and was *de-e-
{lighted" more often than he has
been in a single day since he was
| President Roosevelt. It was all be-
cause of the reception given him
in this quaint city, thousands of
miles from home, yet more like the
old white house days than any re-
ception since he left Washington.

liquidation by holders and a more
friendly feeling to the buying side

American songs added to the “home
atmosphere.”

While the crowd of his fellow
countrymen waited to receive the,
former president, some one started
“America.” Everyone joined in and
the song was in full swing when
Roosevelt appeared. His face
lighted up as he entered the ter-
1ace and be heard the familiar old
song, and the old famillar phrase,
“De-e-lighted” sprang to his lips.

With the spirit of the white house

|  The 700 Americans in  Cairo| receptions, he deelarcd at once that
played the star part in the day's|{he wanted to “shake hands with
| proceedings when they filed by |everyone theve.”

Roosevelt on the garden terrace of
‘the Sheppard hotel, shook hands in
American fashion, told him how
;;.:lm! they were to see him, suggest-
jed political subjects which he
fwould not discuss and “hoped to
isee him again” in the white house,

The visitors were pleased and
soon the line of Amecricans, in a for-
eign city, thousands of miles away*
from their own country, filed past
the former chief executive,

The spirit of the white house re-
ception was on the colonel's eall-

| —— 3 ‘ ers, too. Five out of every seven
CAIRO, Egypt, March 26.—Col-|persons who grasped Roosevelt's
onel Theodore Roosevelt was the|hand. as thby greeted him ox-

honored guest at a reception in the
garden terrace at the Sheppard ho-
tel today. Seven hundred Ameri-
cans greeted the former president,

The scene must have reminded

pressed in one. phrase or another
the hope of seeing him in the white
house next,
One Kansgan, pauging as he
greeted Rosevelt, sald earnestly: |
“I hope, Mr. Roosevelt, when yon
come bhack to Ameriea, you »
e e 4 ————

Al (Continued on Page ).

-

tions in other days.
selfl was not
scene,

The setting it-
unlike a white house
while Awmcrican flags and




