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PBOSPECTUS.

••THE SOLDIERS' _rOXJR._V__.l_,"

PUBLISHED EVERY WEDNESDAY AT

RENDEZVOUS OF DISTRIBUTION, VA.,

At the subscription price of $£_,00 per annum,
payable always in advance. Single copies Eive
Cents each. The proceeds resulting from its sale

to be devoted to a fund for the maintenance of the

orphans of soldiers who have fallen, or may yet fall

In.defence of the cause of the Union.
Its primary objects willbe to promote the interests

of the soldier in the ranks. To this end itwill contain

all necessary information as to the methods of keep-

ing in good order their accounts with the Government.
The soldier In hospital will find in our columns in-

structions how to procure pay and clothing when en-
titled to it; what are the requisites exacted by the
Government when furloughs are granted; and dis-
charged soldiers willbe put in the way of procuring

prompt settlements of their accounts without the in-

terference of claim agents.

Aside from this THE SOLDIERS' JOURNAL will

contain interesting original and selected reading mat-

ter. It is the intention of those engaged in its publi-

oation to make its pages livelyand readable, and it is

believed that the varied talent pledged to its support

will enable it to take at least a respectable rank
among the journals of the country.
AMY M. BBADLY, K. A. CASSIDY,

Prop jtress. Editor and Publisher.

The Soldiers' Journal—Salutatory.
It is proper, and a recognized custom demands

that, in presenting this, the first issue ofThe Sol-
diers' Journal tothe public, we state briefly the
circumstances which suggested its establishment,
and the object it is intended to subserve. The
propriety of issuing such a publication from this
camp has been under consideration for some
months, but has only assumed a tangible reality
within the last forty days. In December last,
Miss Amy M. Bradley, Agent of the United
States Sanitary Commission at this post, brought
the subject before tho Militaryand Medical auth-
orities of the camp, and the project receiving
their unqualified approval and promised co-

operation, she presented it to the authorities of
the United States Sanitary Commission at Wash-
ington, where it was, if possible, still more en-
thusiastically received, and it was at once deter-
mined that the soldiers should have an organ in
Convalescent Camp. The Commission, with the
authorities of the camp, immediately placed the
means at the disposal of Miss Bradley for the
purohase ofthe necessary material, and after nu-
merous and perplexing delays in its transporta-

tion from Philadelphia to this place, it has at
length arrived and the result is before you.

The institution of this paper has been prompt-
ed and will be controlled by no motive of per-
sonal aggrandizement, its editor and all the prin-
ters engaged in its publication being, like those
in whose interest ithas been established, volun-
teers in the service of the country, and it willbe
our highest aim torender it a pleasant and in-
structive companion to those who have lefthomo
and fireside to exchange them forthe vicissitudes
and dangers of military life. The soldiers and
citizens in patronizing the paper will contribute
toward one of the most commendable enterprises
that has ever enlisted the sympathy or received
the support of the patriot or humanitarian. Itis
intended that of the monies arising from the sale
of The Soldiers' Journal there be created a
fund for the relief of those children the lives of
whose fathers have been or may yet be sacrific-
ed in the sacred cause of liberty and the Union,
during the present war. Could there be a nobler
object for the co-operation of the soldier and the
philanthropist? We think not.

That we shall have occasion to refer from time
to time to the conduct of the war, and the general
interests of those upon whom the nation depends
in this hour of trial and danger for defence and
preservation, it is but fair to presume. Of the
war we will say this much at present, "and by
this shall ye know" us. Itis our conviction, and
it shall be our endeavor to establish, that the
Southern people, who have always enjoyed the
lion's share of the benefits of this government,
have been guilty of the highest crime that can be
committed against any nation, and as it is an
eternal decree that no sin can go unpunished,
they deserve and must receive that retribution
which their causeless rebellion and treason shall
bring upon them. When men talk of comprom-
ises and peace commissioners, they treat upon a
subject which neither the dignity of the nation
or the cause of common humanity can recognize.
Let our peace commissioners be Gillmore's par-
rot shells, charged with Greek, American, or any
other kind of fire; and while they convey to the
rebels a "declaration of our intentions," their
shriek of transit willconvince the arch-traitors
of Charleston and the entire would-be Confeder-
acy that the ire of Uncle Sam, once excited, will
not be soothed short of unconditional submis-
sion. As for compromise, it is a vapor, which if
adopted, would vanish the first time the winds
of popular dissension would assail it. The com-
promise which the future safety and peace ofthis
nation demands can only be written with Union
bayonets dipped in the blood of the traitors who
seek its overthrow. This conclusion has been
arrived at after a candid consideration of the
causes which have produced the present war,
and wo can say, with a confidence based upon al-
most two years' constant intercourse with the
troops of the army of the Potomac, that the sol-
dier's are unwilling that any other should be
adopted. Let the war go forward, and the rebels
retreat, but the government—never.

The publication of the reports of the United
States Sanitary Commission in the different de-
partments of the army, will constitute a promi-
nent feature of our paper. By these reports the
soldier willsee what efforts are being made for
his comfort, and they willbe equally interesting
to the citizens who contribute of their substance
toward this most laudable of all objects, in that
that they willsee that their donations are not
misapplied, but accomplish the purpose for
which they have been contributed.

Itis our purpose to establish as soon as practi-

cable, a regular system of correspondence from
the different departments of otir army, by which
our paper willbe furnished with the most relia-
ble, ifnot the latest current news of the day.

As many of our editorial friends as approve of
the proposed policy of our paper and the object
for which it has been established, will confer a
favor upon our soldiers and those who are devo-
ting their time, talents, and uncompensated la-
bor to their interests by assisting in the circula-
tion of The Soldiers' Journal. Let us have
clubs in every regiment, brigade, division and
corps of the army—in every city, village, and
hamlet of the country. Remember that money
subscribed forthis paper is a direct offering to
the cause of patriotism and humanity, and that
such investments will return a profit of thirty,
sixty, and an hundred fold.

With these preliminary remarks, hastily
thrown together, we unfurl our banner to the
breeze, full of confidence that our efforts will
meet with the success which the devotion of our
time, and the little talent we possess, to so sacred
and laudable an enterprise, must secure.

ROBERT A. CASSIDY.
\u25a0 i \u25a0 — .

Rendezvous of Distribution, Va.
As many of our readers will be at a loss to

understand why our paper is not published at,

and dated " Convalescent Camp, Va.," as origi-

nally intended, we publish the following Special
Order, which fully explains the matter. It will
be seen by this that Convalescent Camp is num-
bered with the things that were, having been
supplanted by what is designated in this order
as "Rendezvous of Distribution, near Alexan-
dria, Va." We are happy to state, however, that
although its name and the order of its workings
have been changed, the same good genius which
organized and brought old Convalescent Camp
from the despicable condition to which irregular
government had consigned it, to a high state of
discipline and respectability, is still to preside
over the new camp, in the persons of Sam'l.
McKelvy, Lieut. Col. Commanding, R. P. Craw-
ford, Capt. and A. A. G., and other officers, Mil-
itary and Medical, who have been identified with
the old organization almost ever since its estab-
lishment on the present premises:
special orders") War Department,

> Adjutant General's Office,
No. 20. J Washington, Jan. 14, '6_

(Extract.)

* ******2. Camp "Distribution," near Alexandria,
Va., willbe broken up as soon as practicable,
and discontinued, and " Camp Convalescent," at
Alexandria, Va.. will hereafter be, and be known
as Rendezvous of Distribution, near Alexandria,
Va., and the place from which all men fit for
field service, arriving in the Department of
Washington, willbe distributed to their regi-
ments. In future, none but men fit for field ser-
vice, and deserters, willbe sent to this Rendez-
vous.

The Surgeon General willsee that all men in
General Hospitals are transferred to the Invalid
Corps, discharged, or retained for treatment un-
til fit for field service, as may be proper in each *case, unless otherwise disposed or by proper au-
thority, and not forwarded to this camp until
they are fit for field service, as has heretofore
been the custom.

By order of the Secretary of War.
E. D. TOWNSEND,

Ass't Adjutant General.
[Official.]

i«i

Owing to the lateness of the hour at which
we received Mr. Winters' "History of Con-
valescent Camp," we are unable to do more
than call attention to it at this time. Next
week we willcomplete its publication, and refer
to it at greater length,


