
From the N. Y. "independent.
Iron War Ships.

The ever active and inventive mind of man is
continually evolving new ideas, and applying
them in original modes to novel purposes. In
no department of art has more boldness and
originality of design ever been displayed than in
the application of iron to the construction of
ships for commerce and war. Our space will
confine us at present to a description of vessels
of the latter class, and every intelligent person
now feels a deep in*orost in these.

It.is generally ai sitted by those who have in-
vestigated the question, that the late Robert L.
Stevens, of Hoboken, N. J.—a gentleman of very
superior mechanical genius—was the first inven-
tor who proposed and commenced the construc-
tion of an impenetrable armor steamship. His
plans were laid before the American Government
more than twenty years ago, and an appropria-
tion was made by Congress to carry them into
effect. The building of this floating battery Avas

commenced, and the work on itcontinued for
several years, until the appropriated sum was

expended. This vessel was to have a thick ar-
mor, composed of thin plates, laid in layers ; and
it was also designed with the capa'ity of being
partly submerged, so as to expose but a small
amount of surface to the guns of the enemy. It
is still in Hoboken, in an unfinished state, and
has been repeatedly offered to the Government
upon certain conditions. Next in order of date
was the armor gunboats that were built in France
and England during the Crimean war, for the
reduction of somo Russian fortresses. These
vessels were very clumsy and slow, and were in
form just like steam gunboats, having great
breadth of beam. They were really the first
armor vessels that were yuaetieally applied in
warfare, and their success was very marked in
one instance. This fact was not lost upon Louis
Napoleon, although almost overlooked by the
British. During this war, Captain Coles, of the
English navy, designed a turreted armor ship,
and the model of it was exhibited to the chief
officers of the fleet. A fulldescription of it, ac-
companied with illustrations, was published in
Blackwood's Magazine for December, 18G0. Itis
the first published record of a revolving turreted
armor vessel which the writer of this has been
able to find. Its revolving turret was to be
twenty feet in diameter, and armed with two
guns. The Emperor of France, however, first
fully appreciated the great importance of armed
vessels, and the plated frigate La Glorie was re-
ally the first armor ship that was built deserving
of the name. Our present war has been the
means of exciting the minds of our inven- .--.
a wonderful degree, to the construction of armor
vessels, and we have now a great fleet ofraeii in
commission and in course of construction. The
first which was completed was the original Mon-
itor, designed by Capt. John Ericsson; but it
must be confessed that tho Confederates exhibit-
ed fullymore enterprise than our naval author-
ities in the application of armor to vessels, for
they covered the old frigate Merrimac with
plates, and she came forth and sunk two of our
wooden war ships that had been appointed to
watch her, and she would have annihilated our
whole wooden fleet at Fortress Monroe, but for
tho timely arrival of the Monitor—that impene-
trable Yankee cheoso-box—which checked her
victorious career. This exciting incident won
great favor for this class of vessels, and a largo
number of such have been built. These vessels
havo revolving, impenetrable, round towers of
iron, each containing a battery of two large

guns. For the defence of harbors, they appear
to be excellent war craft, but they are too slow
and sit too low in the water for ocean navigation.
Our armor fleet is now very large, numbering
seventy-four vessels in different stages, carrying
a total of 325 large guns. When the present war
commenced, in 1861, there were but forty-two
vessels in commission in the whole navy. In
the short space of three years nearly double that
number of iron-clad vessels alone have been
added to tho navy. All have been built upon
original plans, and their construction exhibits
the herculean energy and great resources of the
country. These may be divided into four olasses,
namely, those having revolving towers, those
formed of old wooden ships covered with plates,
new armor broadside ships, and the iron-plated
river boats of the West. We have only one
broadside frigate formed entirely of iron, upon
the principle of the English armor frigates.—
This is the New Ironsides, which is tho only
ocean plated war steamer we have yet in service.
No armor vessel yet built is proof against pow-
erful artillery, but the days of wooden war ships
are gone forever, as not one of such could stand
five minutes before our armor ships. Our armor
ships have not yet performed any brilliant feat,
such as the capture of a strong fort like Sumter;
but they have been exposed with impunity in
situations where the best wooden frigates in the
world would have been blown to pieces in a few
minutes.

The Premium on Gold. —With the varying
premium on gold,, many people are puzzled to
calculate the value ofpaper money.

Perhaps the simplest mode for common use,
and that the most easily remembered is to di-
vide the number of cents in a hundred dollars
by the quoted price, whatever itmay be, ofgold,
and the quotient is the value of the dollar in
cents. Thus at 150 per cent., the value pf tho
paper dollar is 06 2-3 cents ; at 200 per cent. 30
cents; at 500 per cent. 20 cents , at 1,000 per cent.
10 cents; and at 2,000 per cent., which was about
the avarage premium at Richmond before the
Ist of April, when the whole rebel currency was
required to be funded, the paper dollar was
worth 5 cents.

Rebel Losses Durino the War.—A Chatta-
nooga correspondent of the Cincinnati Commer-
cial, professes to give a genuine copy of rebel
official documents, showing the losses on both
sides since the commencement of the rebellion.
The following is a table of rebel losses up to
Sept. 1, 18611

Killed. Wounded. Prisoners. Total.
I*6l 1.-70 8,966 2,772 7,0X7
1*62. 14,660 47,204 16,878 77,045
1*63 12,321 48,300 71,211 131,832

Totel 28,147 90,459 89.859 217,565
Rebels died of disease and sickness from com-

mencement of wr ar to present time, 130,000. This
givjs a total of 347,465 as the enemy's loss during
the war.
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Reverdy Johnson and Slavery.—ln a letter
written the day after the late Maryland election
Hon. Reverdy Johnsou said:

" Iam delighted to hear the result of yester-
day's election. Anew era is now dawiiing on
our State. Slavery endwi, and it will be. as
Washington said it would be, in that event, ''the
garden spot" of the United States. Ho said so
in a letter to St. John Sinclair, in '90.

" Ifit is done the whole country —as Ithink it
\yill be—great as our prosperity has been in the
past, and high as has been our name with the
nations of the world, both will bo almost im-
measurably enhanced. And God grant that it
may be so,"

Colored Soldiers to be Protected.
As the language of the President, at the open-

ing of tho Baltimore Sanitary Fair, relative to
the duty ofthe government to protect the colored
soldier, has been extensively quoted and criti-
cised, we have concluded that the publication of
the following synopsis of his speech on that oc-
casion willbe of interest to our readers:—

" Many supposed tho government did not in-
tend to do its duty in regard to the protection of
these colored soldiers. He desired to say that
all such were mistaken. When the question of
employing colored men as soldiers was leftto
the government, it rested very much with him-
self whether he should make soldiers of them or
not. He pondered the matter carefully, and
when he became convinced that it was a duty to
so employ them, he did not hesitate. He stood
before the American people responsible for the
act—responsibe for it he should stand in the eye
ofthe historian—responsible for it he stood be-
fore God—and he did not shrink from the decis-
ion he had made, forhe believed it was right.—
But when government determined to make sol-
diers ofthese colored people, he thought it only
just that they should have the same protection
as the white soldiers. [Applause.] And he hesi-
tated not to declare that the government would
so protect them to the utmost of its power.

Whenever a clear, authenticated case should
be made out retribution would foliow. Ithad
hitherto been difficultto ascertain with that cer-
tainty which should govern a decision to a mat-
ter so serious. But in the affair at Fort Pillow
ho thought they were likely to find a clear case.
The government had no direct evidence to con-
firm the reports in existence relative to the mas-
sacre, but he feared that tho facts as related
were true. When the Goeernment does know
the facts from official sources, and they substan-
tiate the reports, retribution will surely be
given. [Great applause.]

But how should retribution be administered
was the question still to be settled. Would it bo
right to take the life ofprisoners in Washington,
in Fort Delewareor elsewhere, in retaliation for
acts in which they had not shared ? Would it be
right to take a prisoner captured, say at Vicks-
burg and shoot him for acts ofwhich he was not
guilty, and which, it probably willbe found,
were the ordering of only a few individuals, or
possibly of only one man? The President re-it-
erated the declaration that the government woul d
not fail to visit retribution when the acts were
clearly proven.

Loyalty,—" To volunteer lifeand liberty for
the country; to stand fast when leaders are in-
competent, and armies reel away inpanic before
the foe ; to send offto the field, as bravely con-
senting women do, husbands, sons, and brothers,
the props and protectors ofhome; to wrestle day
and night in prayer as Christian souls are wont,
bearing the nation as their secrut burden, when
from sex; or age, or infirmity they cannot do
more ; to come forward as protectors and help-
ers of the children made fatherless; to give
money and prepare expeditions of love to miti-
gate the hardshipo of the wounded in the hospi-
tals ; to vote with religious fidelity for what will
help save tho country, rising wholly above mer-
cenary motives and selfish trammels ofparty—
this, and nothing less than this, is loyalty."— » \u25a0_

An Indian and a white man were passing
along Broadway, New York, when the former
espied a window full ofwigs, and pointing tothe
owner, who stood in the doorway, said: "Urn'—
him great man—big brave—take many scalps,


