
Virginia "Blue Laws" in 1603.
The Boston Transcript contains the following

We have all heard more or less of the '* Blue
Laws" ofConnecticut, and ofthe •'Black Code"
of the South. But I did not know until the
present war commenced that any such religio-
legal enactments had ever been made by the
Southern chivalry ofthe Ditch-land, as we have
understood by this term of '-Blue Laws."—
Some two years since, a soldier ofthe Potomac
army, on entering the Court House in Warwick
county, Va., found the old records oftho court,

which he forthwith confiscated, and sent to me
two pages from which the following items are
copied:— j

The paper is quite thick, and measures six-

teen by ten inches. The chiography is peculiar
and there are twenty-six entries of decisions
made by that Court, under the date of October
21, 1603. This MSS. is interesting, not only from
its remote antiquity, but also on account of the
information which it gives us as to the religious
regal manners ofour Southern neighbors two

hundred years ago. Witness the following :—

"Mr. John Harlow, and Alice, his wife, being

by the grand inquest presented for absenting
themselves from church, are, according to the

act, fined each ofthem fifty pounds of tobacco,
and the said Mr. John Harlow ordered forthwith
topay one hundred pounds of tobacco to the

loerwise
the said sheriff to levyby way

i."
Elarde, tho wifeofHenry Harde, being
for not 'tending church, is, according

mcd fifty pounds oftobacco, and the
ordered to collect the same from her,
se of non-payment to distress."
Lewis, his wife this day refusing to
ath ofallegiance, being ordered her, is
i into the Sheriff's custody, to remain
take the said oath, or until further or-
he contrary."
Lewis, his wife, for absenting himself

rch, is fined fifty pounds of tobacco to
3d by the Sheriff from her husband,

non-payment, the said Sheriffto dis-

•t Reynolds, being prosecuted for ab-
dmself from church, and summoned
eriffin this Court to make his appear-
appearing not, is fined for both offen-

indred and fiftypounds of tobacco, to
by the Sheriffby wayof distress, and
-payment thereof."
c Harwood, being prosecuted for ab-
imself from church, is fined fiftypounds
», to be levied by way of distress by the
on his non-payment thereof.'
White and his wifebeing presented for
swearing, are fined fiftypounds of to-
th of them to be collected by the sheriff
said White, and, on non-payment of the
istress."

rd Ring being presented as a common

is fined fifty pounds of tobacco, to be
the sheriff, by the way ofdistress, up-

n-payment,"
all I can learn, there was but one

' in Virginia in 1603, and that was the
or what is now the Protestant Episco-

pal Church, and, it was for non-attendance on
this church that the fine offiftypounds of tobac-
co was inflictedby the old Dominion two hun-
dred years ago ; and the chivalrous descendants
ofthe race that passed those laws in Virginia
have been the men in after times, to taunt us
with the memory of "blue laws," as if none

Virginia court except on " tobacco," and from
which we learn that this weed was not only

IDinmodity
at that early period of our

ut it was so much so that it became a
forcurrency.

Lent record, thus brought to light by
es ofwar, seems to me ofsome histori-, and accordingly Ihave deposited it
seping in the archives ofthe New Eng-
irical and Genealogical Society, No.
eld street, Boston.

Le Roy SunderlaAUD.
July 19, 1864.
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oian Wars.—Were it not for the mag-
our civilwar, the hostilities against the
1 the West and South-west would at-

tract greater attention. For nearly two years
we have been fighting the Sioux, and we see no

prospect that the present campaign willbe de-
cisive. In the drought of these immense
parched plains the Sioux have a defence strong-
er than any artificial ones they could erect. Na-
poleon said ofthe three barriers to an advancing
army, rivers, mountains, and deserts, that riv-
ers were the least formidable and deserts the
most formidable. Tho prairies, which have been
scorched by the intense sun ofthis summer, and
refreshed by no rain, are almost as formidable j
as a desert, for they afford scarcely any forage !
for our animals.

But in the Southwest, also in Arizonia, we
have work on hand. The Apache Indians have
been very troublesome to settlers in that Terri-
tory. They are said, by a San Francisco paper,
to have about one thousand warriors, bold fight-
ers, well provided with horses and arms, but
short of ammunition. An expedition against
them was to leave Alberquerque, New Mexico,
on the 10th of June. Itconsisted of about 1,300
men, 500 of whom were furnished by the Gov-
ernor ofthe Territory ofNew Mexico, 200 by the j
Governor of the new Mexican State of Sonora.
which has been infested with them, and 300 by
friendly Indian tribes, and the remainder by
miners and by citizens of Tuscon, Arizonia.—
This is the most formidable force ever sent
against them. Yet it seems to us hardly strong
enough to put down those cunning, brave and
dexterous horseman. But the fighting willbe
merciless. —Providence Journal.

I The Human Body.—Joule's theory of the j
equivalents in force and heat is receiving great
attention and some curious corrollaries. Pro-
fessor Helmholtz says that the human body,
viewed as a calorio engine, is capable of doing
much more work, compared with the fuel con-
sumed than any steam engine. The pulsations
of the heart in one hour generate a force which
would raise that organ twenty-two thousand feet
high in a certain time, while the same amount
of heat in the best constructed engine could not
raise the weight of tho engine more than two I
thousand seven hundred feet.

War is a solemn matter at the best, but much
of its solemnity is relieved by tho amusing sto-
ries told of the soldiers. We recollect of read-
ing somewhere that in one of the hospitals, while
the chaplain was praying the Lord to be " a
shield unto tho armies of Union and Liberty," a
wounded soldier rolled over in his bed, raised
his eyes toward the ceiling, and exclaimed: —I "Not a shield, but breastworks, Lord—breast-I
works 1"

Washington a Rejected Suitor.
Awriter in the New York Century, says of the

lady who won Washington's young heart, and
whose father rejected the tall young soldier, be-
cause he had not a carriage for her to ride about
in :_" i shall go back a number of years in her
life, and speak of the event which has made her
name one ofcurious interest. Before she became
Mrs. Edward Ambler she was called Mary Cary.

| Her father was Wilson Cary, Esq., of "Celey's,"
in the county of Elizabeth City, descended from
the noble family of Hudsons, in England. His
relative, Colonel Archibald Cary, of Ampthill,
in Chesterfield, was at his death, the heir appa-
rent to the earldom. The worthy old gentle-
man seems, from all we know of him, to have
been as proud as the Caucys or tho Somersets,
and to have thought his family the noblest in
the land. He lived in great state, with chariot
and horses, plate and velvet and embroidery—a
worthy of the school, fullysatisfied with the" or-
der of things," and enjoying serenely the good
gifts ofProvidence. His beautiful daughter was
a great heiress, and had many suitors —the acci-
dent which befell one of them has made her re-

membered, in many books. He was a young
man of very high character, a relative of George
William Fairfax, Esq., who lived at tho Poto-
mac ; and here he met with Miss Cary, wlio
came to visit Mrs. Fairfax, her elderly sister. —
The young man at once proceeded to fall in love
which he did with an ardor characteristic of his
nature. When Miss Cary went back to Celey's,
on James river, he followed her, like a cour-
ageous gallant, and laid open siege to the fair
fortress. Inthe good old times, however, some-
thing more was necessary than the consent of
the young lady; so the youth duly asked a
private interview with the awful lord ofthe
manor, who listened to him silently throughout.

" When the lover had finished, Mr. Cary rose,,
made a low bow, and said that ifthis was Mr.
Washington's errand at Celey's his visit had
better terminate; his daughter had been accus-
tomed to ride in her own chariot, And with
this allusion to the poor condition of the young-
er son, the interview terminated. Young Wash-
ington bowed and went away, and in due time,
married Martha Dandridge Custis, who "resem-
bled Miss Cary," says my authority, "as much
as one twin sister resembles another.' "

But the old tradition does not end here. Many
years passed away—Mary Cary, was Mrs Amb-

I ler, and her discarded suitor was the man who
had just received the sword of Lord Cornwallis
at Yorktown, whom the whole civilized world
had hailed as greatest among the great— *' the
foremost man," not only of America, but of all
the world. He passed through the metropolis of
Williamsburg, at the head of his victorious
troops, and the people were almost crazy with
joyand adoration. The vast multitude nearly
prevented his horse from proceeding—the calm
statue on horseback passed on serenely! All at

once he perceived, at a window or in the crowd,
his old love Mary Cary. He raised his sword

I and saluted her profoundly. She fainted.
\u25a0 i \u25a0

The Neghio as a Capitalist.—A private in one
ofthe negro regiments guarding the rebel pris-
oners at Point Lookout, Maryland, has received
a letter from the daughter ofhis former master,

suggesting that, as he is now earning money for
himself, it would be a very pretty thing for him

I to send the family five dollars, 01 which they
were in great want, and, as forherself, she would
be much obliged to him ifhe would give her
enough money to buy a new gown.


