
ALASKA GAUE SUPPLY

FUR-BEARING ANIMALS RECK
LESSLY KILLED.

t a r  A r »  N o w  Almost Satinet, B ee
O tte r s  A r s  Bxtremeljr Scarce, and
Meoee A r a  Vanishing w ith  Great
t a f U i t r .

Ten years ago Alaska was a  far coun
try  beyond all else, with a tradp annu
ally in excess of 12,000,000. This year 
tbs for crop, exclusive of the seals, will 
Bot exceeu 9600,000. In the Judgment 
«s. a prominent Chicago furrier, recent
ly  returned from a fourth trip of four 
Months In that country, the slaughter 
• f  the fur-bearing animals, with the 
exception of the seals, is such as to 
imake the life ef the fur trade short 
Indeed. The sea otter, one of the most 
valuable of all animals, Is practically 
extinct Wolves have killed all the 
deer spared by the hunter or have 
driven them to the islands off the coast 
The moose are fast going, and only the 
seals are more numerous than they 
ihave been for years. But these are 'at 
the mercy of a United States monopoly 
and of the British hunters, who come 
openly within three miles of the Ameri
can coast and kill seals In open water. 
|Y« 200 American seal hunters alt Idly 
on the coast, not daring to wo what 
4M British and the North American 
Trading and Transportation Company 
are doing unhindered.

Not only are the fur-bearing animals 
threatened, but It Is said that the can
neries are raiding the salmon supply of 
(the country in such a way that Indians 
receiving only 6 cents apiece for saltnon 
weighing above eight pounds are mak
ing 916 to 920 a  day a t fishing. In the 
Columbia River country years ago the 
canneries worked havoc with this mag
nificent game fish, throwing them out 
• f  the coast rivers by machinery, tak
ing the big fleh and leaving the smaller

The mother otter nurses her babe In 
her arms, and they sleep on their backs 
In the water. When frightened or sus
picious they keep only their noses and 
eyes out of the water.

“When the hunters start out each Is 
armed with a rifle, and each man uses 
marked bullets, that may be Identified 
after they are fired. When the nose of j 
an otter is sighted the man finding It 
gives a signal to the nearest boatman, 
and in a few moments the little fleet Is 
surrounding the creature. When the 
great circle is complete as may be the 
nose of the animal may be a thousand 
yards from the nearest marksman. A 
shot Is fired at the black spot on the 
water and It disappears. The animal 
is capable of diving 3,000 feet under 
water, and It may not come up for 
many minutes, but if the circle is well 
formed It Is not likely to break the line.

“The instant the nose appears again 
another shot or two Is sent after it, 
and the boats close In on the circle. 
Time and again It comes up, only to be 
frightened down again, each time for a 
shorter per.Ad. As It weakens and 
grows short of breath the otter raises 
more and more of Its head out of the 
water, until finally it Is a good target 
for the hunters. As soon as It is In 
range the Indians begin to take careful 
aim. Finally a lucky shot kills the 
creature, and the whole party lauds.

“The otter Is skinned at once and the 
shots that may have struck It are fol
lowed until the bullet Is found. The 
rules of the hunt are that $10 from the 
skin shall go to the man who sighted It; 
$5 each shall go to the other nine men 
in the party, while the one whose 
marked bullet evidently killed the ani
mal gets all the rest. There Is seldom 
any disagreement In these parties, 
either.

“Sometimes an otter killed on land 
may have several bullet holes in bis 
skin, but these holes are no damage to 
the fur, as the furrier closes them easi
ly from the back. Ordinarily, now, 
when one hide has been secured, the 
whole party goes back to the trading

tor escaping pursuit. A pack of wwvee 
chases a deer to the sea and it swims 
out to an island, in this way the whole 
archipelago of the Alaskan peninsula 
Is full of deer.

“Once the moose and caribou were In 
great herds, but they have thluned 
greatly. After Sept. 1 the mountain 
sheep gather In bauds and even yet as 
many as 300 may be found In a flock. 
The moose and caribou, however, are 
seldom more than twsnty-tive In a 
herd, and they are exceedingly shy and 
difficult to kill.

“The territory needs a good, practi
cal game law that could be enforced. 
That enforce^*»* would be difficult, 
however. Arnuag CSe isn—iinds of ad
venturers In the territory there are 
many who kill game wantonly. The 
Indians, too. have no regard for the 
preservation of species.

“The fish supply of the country is 
open to the onslaught ot canners and 
packers. Something should be done to 
regulate this. A fisherman may go 
out, and In an hour, with only hook and 
line, catch fifteen halibut, some of them 
weighing 200 pounds. These big fish, 
of course, have to be let go, as they 
cannot be taken Into a boat Therr 
are millions of codfish, herrings In 
myriads, and salmon In swarms, but 
at the present rute of canning the sup
ply will be cut Into heavily In a few 
years. All other kinds of shell-fisb 
save oysters abound In these Alaskan 
waters. It 1b only a matter of time 
when Alaska will be supplying the 
United States with fish. Just how long 
it supplies will depend upon how th* 
sources of supply are treated bj th« 
fishermen. There are no reptiles «  
any kind In Alaska, not even turtles 
lizards, or frogs. There are a  fen 
toads, however.”

«et«»», Wn*eH*9 non w  to Tie.... much in «ASIfS.
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HUNTING SCENES IN ALASK A. WHERE GAME SUPPLY IS BEING RUINED.

•nos to rot In th* son. With the eight- 
pound limit there are evidences that 
the slaughter already hee begun when 
It le said that one company for 1900 
trill pack 980,000 cases of salmon at 
Kodiak Island.

“The seal fisheries are the greatest of 
She fur-hearing possibilities of this 
great country,” says the Chicagoan. 
“The impression has been given out 
th at these animals are rapidly becom
ing extinct But it Is not so. I havo 
my own eyes as evidence lu this state
ment. and anywhere along the Alaskan 
coast natives and those long resident 
there will tell yon that more seals have 
Ren seen this season than ever before.

“According to law the Alaskan In
dian may kill seals for food, bat In sell
ing the skins be must make affidavit 
th a t the anlmala were killed for food 
purposes and he must not kill too many 
tor that purpose, either.

“The most valuable and moat nearly 
extinct animal now In Alaska la the aea 
euer. Ten or fifteen yean  ago a  bant
ing party eould go ont and kill perhaps 
twenty of those splendid animale In 
one b a n t Now the same party may 
go out and get oes, or it  may come hack 
tr lth ra t any. Owing to the scarcity of 
th e  animate, too, the bunting of the few 
le ft to becoming more and moro diffi
cu lt a  aida aaw brings from 9900 to 
9600 te  too Indian hunters, and In Lon
don they eaU tor 9880 to 9L300- Meat 
e f  theoe aklna are bengbt la London by

■w atts« . the  te s  Otter.
“At tatet sterna ranees, each bolding 

A bunter, aw neaaaaniy tat the killing 
of aaa attorn. They can be banted only 
whan ton water to glaaay amssto. aa 
Abate iSMta a rt sash to il  to w  aro in

post The Indians are o v b  shrewder 
traders now than they we.e once. They 
have need to be. They may take the 
hide to every dealer in tne post and still 
be dissatisfied. In such a case they 
pick upon some squaw to take the pelt 
to another post—maybe even to Daw
son. They would not trust a man to 
do I t  for bo would be almost certain to 
get drunk. The squaws are almost 
universally honest and dependable, 
and the hunters count on every penny 
of returns save the necessary expense 
Incurred. Sometimes the Indians make 
money by this; sometimes they don’t  
I offered a  party of hunters $300 for a 
skin, but they refused to take i t  They 
sent a  woman with It to Dawson and 
there she got only $300 after spending 
940 on steam « fares and incidental ex
penses. She was the wife ef the man 
who had killed I t  and she Was quite 
pleased with her trip and experience.

“Near Cook’s Inlet one finds the best 
hunting. There are moose, caribou, 
mountain sheep. and bears for big 
gamte In addition there are millions 
of gown ducks, brants,-and water fowl 
of ag  gwcrlptlon. Our party killed 
three moose,, seven mountain sheep, 
and one caribou la the four months 
that we were there. We have brought 
back twelve' mooes skins and heads, 
seventeen mountain sheep, thirteen wolf 
skips, and the hides of sixty bears. The 
largest ot these bear hides la moro 
than nine tost long and is eight feet In 
vHdth. I t  came from a  grissly. Berna 
« th e s e  grisolles reach a  length of thir
teen fee t
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Resigned to His Fate.
The following story of a negro slave 

Is told by a  French officer conducting 
an exploring expedition recently up one 
of the rivers which flow Into the Congo: 

“One night while we were In camp

Soar Nave Becews : 
“D a«  In t prop«

there came from the Jungle a  youthful 
voice crying out to our boatman In tho 
Yakoma tongue: “Halloa, Sangos! Do 
yon know on the Ubanqnl the Yakoma 
chief Demhassl of the village of Dl- 
massa?"

“Yes! wo know him.” ,
“Is he still living?”
“He was living when we left Uban- 

quL”
“He Is my father. When yon see him 

on your return, salute him for me. Tell 
him that hie son, now become n man, 
has not mach to complain of in his situ
ation, hut that he longe for his native 
country, hie father’s village and hte 
friends. Tell them that I am a  slave 
of the Sango chief, and that he treats 
me well.”

“How came yon here 7” aaked the 
boatman.

’My father, d eb t«  to a  Bougbou, 
■old mo to his creditor eight tim « 
twelve moon*, ago. From market to 
market I have passed, through many 
banda to finish here fifty moons ago. 
Yon win give my message to my pee 
pie, will yon not?”

t e i f s s r  Room In the  World.
The largest room la  the world, and«  

one roof and unbroken by plllan, to at 
Bt Petersburg. I t to «90 to «  long by 
160 In breadth. By daylight It la need 
for military displays and n whole bat
talion ean completely  mananvw in i t  
By night fiOiMO wax tapan  glva It n 
beautiful appearance. ' The roof to a 
■tagte arch a t toon.______»

“Travnl to t^ B w tesA ten  to <

«a ct bot the Manda off the m|tntaad 
are foil ot them. Thta to dn sltatM  
fatttM twulvus wife net tatii'te
wtato t e la «

“Yea. It te; X

/pQ OOD-BY, Marjorie, iny darling; 
(C57 write often to your ‘boy in blue,’ 
^ “•aud may heaven bless you for the 
promise you have given' me. You little 
know what it means to me, who have 
felt myself alone in the world, to know 
that there is one heart beating in re
sponse to my deep love, ami a dear face 
watching for my return. As heaven 
bears me witness, you shnll never have 
cause to regret it.”

“Good-by, Herbert. I shall pray for 
your safety and speedy return. Take 
care of yourself, for (with drooping lids 
and an almost Inaudible voice) you are 
my life.”

Herbert Lord drew the beautiful girl 
to him in a closer embrace, and the last 
moments of their parting, though slleut, 
were full of eloquence.

Marjorie had watched her handsome 
lover as he mounted the hill. When he 
reached the summit he turned, aud she 
stretched out both hands to him in 
mute entreaty for his return; then she 
summoned her courage aud gayly 
kissed her hand to him. He raised his 
cap, returned her salute, and with head 
•till bared, disappeared from view.

Marjorie leaned against the tree and 
covered her face with her hands. She 
felt a loneliness that she had never be
fore experienced. All unconscious that 
their parting had been witnessed, the 
young girl sat musing until she was 
startled by hearing a voice almost iu 
her ear:

“Why these tears, Miss Marjorie? 
Surely no one has less cause for unhap
piness than the beautiful Miss Gardi
ner.”

Marjorie turned and saw before her 
Thomas Braeme. How she loathed him 
at that moment! Yet, why? She knew 
him to be immensely wealthy; he was 
considered a great catch by mammas 
with marriageable daughters; be was 
lionised by society; and yet Marjorie In
voluntarily shrank from bis smooth 
tongue and persistent attentions. She 
had once refused his offer of marriage, 
and this act on her part had been tbe 
cause of many bitter reproaches from 
her family.

When she heard his voice she drew 
herself up, and Ignoring his out
stretched hand, replied: “Pardon me, 
Mr. Braeme, I am not unhappy; and If 
I were 1 fall to see how It could pos
sibly concern you.”

His eyes flashed ominously, but he 
controlled his anger and replied: 

“Anything that affects you concerns 
me, Marjorie. No; hear me. You know 
that I have loved you—that I still love 
you, and I now come for the second 
time with your parents’ approval and 
good wishes for my success. Marjorie, 
marry me aud you shall have every
thing that makes life worth living. I 
will be a good husband to you.” 

Husband! At tbe thought of Thomas 
Braeme ns a husband ber face grew 
white and a shudder shook her frame. 
She answered, coldly:

“Mr. Braeme, 1 can only answer you 
as I did before, and I ask you to accept 
this as final. Your persistency In this 
matter annoys me, and I beg of you to 
cease.”

She turned to go, but he stopped her. 
“There Is some one else—you cannot 

fieny It!" 1
“Neither does that concern you,” she 

haughtily replied.
In his anger he cried: “And do you 

Imagine that I do not know your little 
game? You have met Herbert. Lord 
again« your parents’ wishes and many 
•f your clandestine meetings have been 
witnessed. A common sailor! Where 
to your sense of honor that yon stoop 
so low?”

Marjorie was thoroughly aroused by 
this attack, and her reply, though ut
tered in ang«, carried conviction.

“I will tell you. My Idea of honor 
lies In the fa «  that when a man re
sponds to his country’s call and to 
worthy to wear its glorious uniform, 
poor man though he be, be has reached 
a  degree of honor which a rich stay-at- 
home can nev« attain. Listen! Her
bert Lord Is poor, you are rich; but one 
button on his coat Is worth more to nie 
than all year pH« of boasted gold. I 
inspect him, and If be Uvea to return I 
■hall marry him. Now, If yon have 
atom of the honor for which yon 
looking In others yon will never 
tion this snbje« to me again!”

Marjorie Gardiner turned and 
«way. /

Every argument was naad to 
M r to change M r decision, hot

r
 lined true to M r promise, and wl 
was married a  year later it 
«ölet affair, aa befitted the bride’s 

taro station aa the wife of Hwbtet 
Lord. ™

After a brief honeymoon they went 
welds In Dormant where 
owned n rmttaga At the station 

m « by a  amartly Uverled 
whs touched hte bat 

ng HeiM rt Lord and hte bride 
«Everything all righ t M a ttte w r 
•AO righ t w ttt 

M M tadtM wuytoansI

drawn by handsome bays. As thoj 
rolled comfortably along, tired aftei 
their journey, Herbert Lord thought 11 
time to prepare bis bride for the sur
pris«' in store for lier; so, drawing hei 
to hiiu, be remarked: “This is rathei 
mere comfortable, lsu't it, dear?”

Marjorie looked at h.ni with a look 
of unutterable content as she replied:

“Yes, Herbert, but I fear you have 
induged iu another bit of extravagance 
as a windup to our month of luxurious
living.”

4'No, my little wife, I can afford to do 
what I have done. I have practiced a 
little deception which I hope you will 
net find it too hard to forgive. I am 
net the poor sailor you thought me. al 
though 1 am proud of my connection 
with Uncle Sam’s navy. I have won 
the truest little woman In the wide 
world for my wife, ami it will be the 
olio great pleasure of my life to give 
hër the luxuries the; she so bravely 
fought against sharing with 1'homac 
Hmeine. Here we are. Welcome home, 
uly darling wife, and may you be as 
happy as you have made me.”

They drew up before a colonial man
sion of fine architectural design, and 
as they reached the steps the massiv« 
door was thrown open and the pleasant 
though respectful expressions of greet- 
ihg from the servants bespoke the love 
and esteem In which theirThaster wns 
held.

Father and Mother Gardiner spent 
Several weeks of each year at the Lard 
mansion, and loud and long were the 
praises they sang of their son—Herbert. 
To Marjorie be was the same—her gal 
hint, true-hearted sailor lad.—Boston 
Post.

MADE THE FIRST STOGIE.

MARRIAGES IN THE ARMY.

ß trin sen tK egala ttan sia  Force in Sev
eral Countries.

The restrictive conditions at present 
In force with regard to the marriage of 
officers of the Russian army, says a 
writer In the Brooklyn Citizen, forbid 
this privilege under any circumstances 
in the case of officers under the age of 
23. Between the ages of 23 and 28 
years tbe dot of an officer’s wife must 
amount to a sum representing the mini
mum income of 250 rubles yearly.

On comparison of these conditions 
with those regulating the same ques
tion In other European armies, It may 
be noted that in the Austro-Hungarian 
army the number of officers authorized 
to contra« marriage Is limited by a 
fixed proportion assigned to each 
grade, and, these totals being reached, 
all further marriages muBt be deferred 
pending tbe occurrence of vacancies In 
tbe married establishments.

Tbe Italian army regulations, which 
fix the Income of the fiancee a t a mini 
mum of from 1,200 to 2,000 lire, would 
appear to be more rational in their 
operation. Italian officers, however, 
apply a  somewhat liberal Interpreta
tion to this law, with the result that th« 
number of marriages occurring unde: 
actual provisions does not exceed more 
than one-eighth of the total number, 
seven-eighths of tbe officers being uni
ted under the conditions of the re
ligious ceremony only, and thus expos
ing themselves to all the Inconveni
ences which attend a  marriage not rec
ognised by civil law.

Similar disabilities would now ap 
pear to be Incurred by the Russian of 
fleers, and suggestions have been made 
by the pro« in Russia that a general 
revision of the law Is necessary. The 
question la assuming more Importance 
from the fact that Russian officers, 
reaching a  total of nearly 40,000, repre
sent one of tbe most Important classes 
In the state.

Wheel ins Man's M anufacture of a
Cheap Cigar Brought • Fortune.

By the death of Mifflin Marsh, the vet
eran Wheeling, W. Va., stogie manu
facturer, was lemoved one of the most! 
unique figures in the history of the» 
city. He gave to Wheeling the im
petus that placed its name high in the» 
list of large cigar and stogle-inakine 
centers. Shortly after Marsh came to  
Wheeling be entered the cigar manu
facturing trade.

In 1850 he was impressed with th»  
need of a cheaper smoke than was them 
on the market. The 5-cent cigar w as 
the lowest-priced article made then ini 
this country. Marsh Invented and) 
manufactured a smoke, rolling it Into 
the long, familiar shapes now assumed 
by all species of the stogie family. 
This was in the days when the stag» 
coach was the only mode of travel be
tween the East and Wheeling. Th» 
stage-coach drivers were among tins 
first to test nnd appreciate tbe mérita
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Mlrri.IN MARSH.

ef the stogie. They carried them la  
their long “stogie” topped boots to pre
vert breaking them, thus giving them 
the name of stogies.

When Mifflin Marsh entered (he stogl» 
business, be was able to supply th»  
trade by bis own work. At the time off 
hie death his factories, employing sev
eral hundred expert rollers, and «  
dozen other plants Just as well supplied, 
were entering to tbe demand fo r 
Wheeling stogies. Marsh assisted mm 
terially in tbe recent litigation In th» 
United States Court In Boston, whlcli 
resulted In the handing down of a t o  
cUIon protecting the name "Wheeling 
stogies.” That decision h«a been th» 
means of Increasing the local trade, tn  
which be amassed a fortune

scroti* and Dries Windows.
The picture shows an Improved clean

er, which has just been patented bff 
Ernest M. Farmer of Cleveland, Ohlot 
Hitherto a brush mounted on a  polet 
with a rubber mop on a  separate han
dle, were In common use for this pur
pose, and water has also been applied 
to the brush through a hose attached 
to the faucet. But th e , Implement 
shown below Is complete In itself, h«ta

Electricity Interferes with Science.
The observations ot earth currents at 

Greenwich obeèrvatory have been 
mado practically useless for sever« 
years by the electric railway from 
Stockwell to London, modern Instru
ments being so sensitive that Indica
tions of the current of thle railway 
have been detected more than 100 mile« 
away. An early effect of the railway 
led to a  fanny experience. The gener
ating station was visited by the mag
netic superintendent of tbe observa
tory, and on hte return to work the 
tracings of hte magnets showed a  curi
ons deflection, which continued day 
after day, bnt only during the hoars of 
his attendance. The IdA that he was 
magnetised was a  startling one. Bn* 
one day he left his umbrella a t horns 
and tbera was no disturbance, the um
brella having been a  permanent magnet 
■lace the visit to the power station.

FOUHTAUT CUBANS» AMD my,

Ing the scrubber, mop and fountain off 
water all combined In one convenient, 
utensil The apparatus- consists ot a, 
tube to contain tbe water, with a a  
elongated slot In one face, througia 
which a  wick or piece ef heavy dotla 
le forced. The stripe of rubber form
ing tbe mop are Inserted between tw o  
metal strips secured to the outside off 
the reservoir and the latter to provide«* 
a t one end with a screw cap, through, 
which the water Is poured into tbe in
terior. To use tbe clean« It to first 
filled with water and tilted downward 
until the wick Is saturated, when th» 
latter le placed against the window 
pane and scrubbed up and down until 
the dirt to removed. Then the n o p  
•Ida to applied to drain the water off.

The earilset authenticated sea fight 
is  said to M vs Men that between the 
Oorinthlsns and tbe Oorcyreane, la  
which tM  form « oonqnerod 984 B. CL

Ho Lacked Something.
“I  wish,” said tbs old man to a  fel

low passenger  0 0  tM  rear platform off 
tbe street car, “I wish I had tM  gift of 
what they call repartee.”

“Can’t t a  talk beck?”  was th» 
query.

“Not to amount to anything. Juat 
now when I left home my wife called 
me a  slink, a  sneak, a  tool, a  M r and a  
villain, and aR I could say in reply was 
to toll M r to shut up- Lordy, If I only 
eould talk back. Mw I would mahn 
that woman’s  M art acM from Mood*? 
m onte« to Batnrdsy n igh tr-W asta

If

mm- m m

W M M M fila ff '^ •SaariM r* **

are bsttor quallfisd tar i


